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To the Right Honourable, 


HENAGE 
Lord F I NC H, Baron of Da- 


wventry, Lord High Chancellour of 


ENGLAMND, and One of 
His MAJESTIE's moſt Ho- 


nourable Privy Council, 
My Lox, | | 
JE Zake the boldneſs to preſent your Lord- 
BL ſoip with ſome of the Firſt-fruits of my de- 

ceaſed Son's Studies in Divinity. And ſince 
it bath pleaſed God, to my unſpeakable grief 
and boſs, to deprive me of ſo great a Dlefieng: 
and comfort of my old age ; it is no ſmall mi- 
tigation of my ſorrow, that whilſt be liv'd, 
he was not unprofitable to the world, and 
| that now he is dead, be hath left thoſe mo- 
numents of his piety and learning behind him, 
which [ am told are generally thought not 
unworthy to be imparted to the publick, 

ff theſe Sermons be ſuch, [ have no cauſe 
-5rrv40 +1. 1 to 


<7 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
' to doubtbut they will eafily obtain your Lord- 
ſhip's Patronage;jwbo are {0 known a F avou- 
rer of all that is wertuous and worthy, eſpe- 
tially of Religion and the Myniſters of it. ..-Of 
which ['had particular” experience upon the 
death. of my good.Spn, when your Lordſhip 
was pleaſed, with. fo much humanity and con- 
deſcenſion, to ſend to comfort me under that | 
fad boſs, and to expreſs vour 'own reſentment . | 
, = 
But what-ever theſe Sermons be, fruce 1 
have no other way to acknowledge my great 
obligations to your Lord(hip upon all occaft- 
ons, 1 hope your Lordſhip will pleaſe favou- 
rably to accept of this, bow finall ſoever, yet 
ſincere teſtimony of my dutifull reſpedis and 
gratitude, I am, WE - 


My Loxv, 7 


Your Lordſhip's moſt obliged 


| and moſt obedient Servant, 


EY 


Thomas 'Barrow. 
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PE EEproorooney 
-T HE 
PUBLISHE R 
T O 


THE REA DER 


=FHE Authour of the. following 
 . SER MONS was fo publick- 
Iy known, and ſo highly cſtee- 


med by all Learned and Good men , 


that nothing either needs or can be faid 
more to his advantage. Not but that F 
think it very fit, that the Picture of this 


truly great Man ſhould be drawn at tull, * 


length, for the knowledge and imitati- 
on of poſterity ; and it will, I hope, 
be 7 ak "res Tl by ſome more il; 
fult hand : However, I ſhall nat within 
the natrow limits of a Preface, ſo much. 
as attempt the Charager of himz of 


whom, either not a little , or nothing 


at all —_ to be ſaid. . 
And the Serxzons themſelves do as lit- 
tle need commendation, as the Authour ; 
A AY their 


The Publiſher to the Reader. 
their own excellency and. eloquence | 
will praiſe them beſt. I ſhall therefore 
onely advertiſe the Reader of ſome few 
things concerning them. . © nw” 
The Deſign of the F7ve firſt js, to. 
recommend Religion to our eſteem and . 
pradtice , from the conſideration of the 
- manifold excellencies-and advantages of , 
it. The Foxr next do treat of the two 
great Duties of Religion,” and” parts of 
Divine Worſhip, Prayer and Thanksgi- 
ving; and contain likewife a very pow- ' 
erfull perſuaſive tothe praftice of them. 
The Three laſt were preach'd upon three 
- ſolemn Occaſions: The Firſt of them 
upon the 29. of May, 1676: the Anni- 
verfary of His MAJESTIE's happy 
— coraroty : The Second ypon the 5. of 
Vovemtber, 1675. in commemoration of 
our great Deliverance from the Powder- 
Treaſon : both in the year of his Vzce- 
Chancellourſhip: The Laſt at the Conſe- 
cration of the Biſhop of Mar, ( the now 
Lord Biſhop of S. Aſaph, ) his: Uncle ; 
.1n which he pleads for the due Reſpect 
and Revenue of the Clergy with ſo 
much modeſty, and yet. with1o oreat 
force of reaſon and eloquence, that the 
Whole Profettion may juſtly think them- 
ſelves for ever indebted to him. 
| Some 


The Publiſher to the Reader. 


. Some. of theſe Sermons were the very * 


firſt that he made; by which we may 
Judge with what preparation and furni- 
ture he entred upon this Sacred employ- 
- ment. The firſt of them was preach'd at 
S. Marys in Cambridge, Zone ZO. I66I. 
and was, .I think, the firſt that he ever 
preach'd. Thoſe #wo excellent Sermons 
_ of Thanksgiving werez.as I am inform'd, 
the next. The fourth in order, was the 
- firſt that he preach'd before the King's 
 Mijeſty. In the placing of them as they 
now ſtand , I. had very little regard'to 
the order of Time , but rather to ſome 
ſmall reaſon taken from the SubjeCt mat- 
ter of them, not worth the mentioning 3 
any reaſofi almoſt being good enough 
In a matter fo indifferent, and where 
none is neceſſary. | 
. Beſides theſe, the Authour hath left 
- many other excellent Ser-oxs, upon the 
moft important and uſefull Subjects in 
 Devinity; particularly, upon all the 


Articles of the Creed : and ſeveral other * 


very learned Diſcourſes and Treatiles , 
Theological and Mathematical : which 
may, God willing, in convenient time 
be communicated to the publick, to the 
great advantage and furtherance of Re- 
 Iigion and Learning. Y 


. p «4 COT 3 X Act "IF." ; 
Gee eee 


7h Be PabBBer't td ths Feet 


: Ti the mean time, I Ile Ki, 
mend theſe Sermons to thy Rrious per- 
aſa} z and ſhall onely ſay this of them , 
+ trier Mer own cnrpne eng Srfon 


was Picty « 
- Either be a aſety 2 ood.,' or' 

' ouſly bad man, ie can reade how 
ver without being Ho: better for then. 
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PROV. 3. 17. 


Her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all 
her paths are peace. 


HE meaning of theſe words 

ſeems plain and obvious, and to 

need little explication. Hey 
ways, that is, the ways of Wiſedom. 
What this Wiſedom 1s ,, I ſhall not un- 
dertake accurately to deſeribe. Briefly, 
IT underſtand by it, An habitual skill or 
faculty of judging aright about matters 
of practice ; and chaling according to 
that right judgment, and conforming 
the actions to ſuch good choice. Ways 
and paths in Scriptnre-drale& are the 
courſes and manners of actron. For d40- 
zng there 1s commonly called walkzng 5 
and the methods of doing are the ways 
m which we walk. By pledſantneſs 
may be meant the joy and delight ac- 
companying, and by you the — 

| a 


and fatisfation enſuing fuch a courſe of 
actions. So that, in ſhort, the ſenſe of 
theſe words ſeems ſimply to be this , 
That a courſe of life directed by wiſe- 
dom and good judgment is delightfull 
in the practice, and brings content after 
it. The truth of which Propoſition it 
ſhall be my endeavour at this time to 
confirm by divers Reaſons, and illuſtrate 
by ſeveral inſtances. 


I. Then, Wiſedom of it ſelf is de- 
letable and ſatisfactory , as it implies a 
revelation of Truth, __ detection of 


nitudes, and colours quickning our ſpt- 
rits with a comfortable warmth , - and 
diſpofing our minds to a chearfull aQti- 
vity ; diſpelling the darkneſs of 1gno- 
rance, ſcattering the miſts of doubt, dri- 
ving away the ſpectres of delufive fancy; 
mitigating the cold of fullen melancho- 
ly ; diſcovering obſtacles, ſecuring pro- 
greſls, and making the paſlages of lite 
clear, open, and pleaſant. We are all na- 


The Firſt Sermon. h 


J 


Feritaris Ice Errour to us. *Tis like Light, pleaſant .. | 
nibil dulcizs, CO behold, caſting a ſprightly luſtre, and 
 Cice Acad. 2. diffuſing a benign influence all about; | 
preſenting a goodly proſpect of things 
to the eyes of our mind ; diſplaying ob- 
jects in their due ſhapes, PR mag- . 


turally *. 


\ _Nobleſt objeds, an 


"M be F ir Sermon. 


turally endowed with a ſtrong appe- 
tite to know, to fee, -to purſue Truth ; 
and with a baſhfall abhorrency from be- 
ing deceived, and entangled.in miſtake. 
And as ſucceſs in ehquiry after Trath af- 
fords matter of jy. and triumph 3 {6 be- 
ing conſcious of'Errour, and miſcarriage 
therein, is attended with ſhame and ſor- 
TOW. Theſe deſires Wiſedom in the moſt 
perfect manner ſatisfies, not by entertai- 
ning us with dry, empty, fruitleſs theo-. 
ries, upon mean and vulgar ſubjects; but 
by enriching our minds with excellent 
and uſefull knowledge , directed to the 
Ti ſerviceable to the 
higheſt ends." Nor mm its own nature 
onely, but, 
TI. Much more in its worthy conſe- 
- quences is Wiſedom exceedingly-plea- 
fant and peaceable: in general, by dif- 
poling us to acquire and to enjoy all the 
good, delight and happineſs we are ca- 
 Pable of; and by freeing us from all the 
Inconveniences , _ niſchiefs and infelici- 
fies. our condition is ſubject to. For 
What-ever good from clear underftan- 
ding, deliberate advice, fagacious fore- 
fight , ſtable reſolation , exterons ad- 
| dreſs, right intention and orderly = 
B 2 cee 
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The Firſt Sermon. 
ceeding doth naturally refult, Wiſedom 
conferrs : what-ever evil blind 1gno- 


rance, falſe preſumption , unwary cre- 
dulity , precipitate raſhneſs , unſteady 


purpoſe, ill contrivance, backwardnef\s, 


inhability, unwieldineſs and confuſion 
of thought beget , Wiſedom prevents. 


From a thouſand ſnares and treacherous 


allurements, from innumerable rocks 
and dangerous ſurpriſes, from exceeding- 
ly many needleſs incumbrancesand vexa- 
tious toils of fruitleſs endeavour , ſhe 
redeems and ſecures us. More particu- 
larly, 


TH. Wiſedom aſſures us we take the 
beſt courſe, and proceed as we ought. 
For by the ſame means we judge aright, 
and refleting upon that judgment are 
aſlured we doe ſo: as the ſame argu- 
ments by which we demonſtrate a the- 
orem convince -us we have demonſtra- 
ted it, and the ſame light by which we 
ſee an object makes ns know we ee it. 
And this aſſurance 1n the progreſs of the 
action exceedingly pleafes, and in the ſe- 
quel of it infinitely contents us. Hethat 
judges amiſs, not percerving clearly the 
recitude of his proceſs, proceeds uſual- 
Iy with a dubious folicitude , and at 

 Tength, 


DO WE OI I 
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The Firſt Sermon. 


length , diſcovering his errour , con- 

 demns his own choice, and receives no 
- other ſatisfaction but of repentance. 
| Like a Traveller, who being uncertain 
whether he goes in the right way, wan- 
ders in continual perplexity , till he be 
informed, and then too late, underſtan- 
ding his miſtake , with regret ſeeks to 
recover himſelf into it. But he that 
knows his way, gnd is ſatisfied that it 1s 
the true one, makes on mernly and care- 
leſly , not doubting he ſhall in good 
time arrive to his deſigned journey's 
end. Two troubleſome miſchiefs there- 
fore Wiſedom frees us from, the compa- 
ny of anxious doubt in our actions, and 
the conſequence of bitter repentance. 
For no man can doubt of what he is ſure, 
nor repent of what he knows goad. 


_ TV. Wiſedom begets in us a hope of 
ſucceſs in our ations, and 1s uſually at- 
_ tended therewith. Now what is more 
delicious then hope 2 what more fati(- 
' faftory then ſucceſs? That is like the 
purſuit of a flying enemy , this like ga- 
thering the ſpoil ; that like viewing the 
ripe corn, this like the joy of harveſt it 
ſel And he that aims at a good end, 
and knows he uſes proper mgans to at» | 

Þ 3 tain 


The Firſt Sermon. 


tain it, why ſhould he defpair of fuccef, 


ſince effe&s naturally follow their.cau- 
ſes, and the Divine providence 1s wont 


to afford its concourſe to ſuch procee- 


dings 2 Beſide that ſuch well-grounded 
hope confirms reſolution, and quickens 
activity, which mainly conduce to the 
proſperous ifſue of deſigns. Farther, 
V. Wiſedom prevents diſcourage- 
ment from the poſſibility of 111 ſucceſs , 
yea and makes diſappointment it ſelf 


tolerable. For if either the foreſight of 


a poſſible miſcarriage ſhould diſcourage 
us from adventuring on action, or in- 


culpable fruſtration were intolerable , 


we ſhould with no heart apply our 
ſelves to any thing; there being no 
deſigns in this world , though founded 
upon the moſt ſound advice, and' proſe- 
cuted bythe moſt diligent endeayour , 
which may not be "nay as depen- 
ding upon divers cauſes above onr pow- 
er, and circumſtances beyond our pro- 
ſpect. The inconſtant opinions, uncer- 
tain reſolutions, mutable affections, and 
fallacious pretences of men, upon which 
the accompliſhment of moſt projects re- 
ly, may eaſily deceive and Aoooins 
us. The 1mperceptible courſe of nature 
* OS” >" nerring 
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The Firſt Sermon. 


exerting it ſelf in ſudden tempeſts, dif- 
eaſes, and unlucky caſualties, may fur- 
priſe us, and give an end to our buſt- 


neſſes and lives together. However, the 


irrefiſtible power of the Divine provi- 


| dence, guided by the unſearchable coun- 


ſel of his will, we can never be afſſu- 
red that 1t will not interpoſe, and hin- 
der the effeqs of our endeavours. Yet 
notwithſtanding, when we ad prudent- 


ly, we have no reaſon to be diſhear- 


tened; becauſe, having good intentions, 
and uſing fit means, and having done 
our beſt , as no deſerved blame, ſo no 
conſiderable dammage can arrive to us : 
and though we find Almighty God hath 
croſſed us, yet we are ſure he is not dif- 
pleaſed with us. Which conſideration, 
wherewith Wiſedom furniſhes us, will 
make the worſt ſucceſs not onely tole- 
rable, but comfortable to us. For hence 
we have reaſon to hope, that the-All- 
wiſe Goodneſs reſerves a better reward 


for us, and will ſometime recompenſe_ 
not onely the good purpoſes we unhap- 


pily purſued, but alſo the unexpected 
diſap 


pointment we patiently endured 


and that however we ſhall be no loſers 
in the end. Which diſcourſe is mainly 


fortified by conſidering how the beſt 


B4 and 
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The Firſt Sermon. 
and wiſeſt attempts have oft miſcarried, 
We ſee Moſes, authorized by God's com- 
mand, direfted by his counſel, and con- 
ducted by his hand, intended to bring 
the 1/7aelites intq the land of Canaan; 


yet by the unreaſonable incredulity and 


ubborn perverſeneſs of that people he 
had his purpoſe fruſtrated. The haly 
Prophets afterward earneſtly endeavou- 
red to contaig the ſame people within 
compaſs of obedjence to the Divine 


commands, and to reduce them from 
their idolatrous and wicked courſes ; 


yet without correſpondent effett. Our 
Saviour, by the example of his holy life, 
continual inſtruction, and vehement ex- 
hortations, aſſayed to procure a belief 
of and ſubmiſſion to his moſt excellent 
Dottrine 3 yet how few believed his re- 
( and complied with his Diſcipline? 


ws Almighty God himſelf often com-. 


plains, how in a manner his defi Þ 
were defeated, his defires thwarted , 

offers refuſed, ' his counſels rejedted, bis 
expectations deceived. Wherefore, (faith 
he concerning his Vineyard ) when [T 
looked it ſhould bring forth grapes,brought 
it forth wild grapes £ And again, [ have 
ſpred out my hands all the day to a rebelli- 


ſer. 17: 25,26, ONS People, And again, 1. have even ſent 


| unto 
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unto you all my prophets daily, riſing up 
early, and ſending them ;, yet they hear- 
kened not unto me. Wherefore there 1s no 
good canſe we ſhould be diſheartned , 
or vexed, when ſucceſs is wanting to 


 well-adviſed purpoſes. *Tis fooliſh and 


11]-grounded intentions, and practices 
unwarrantable by gaod reafon , that 
make the undertakers folicittous of ſuc- 
ccfs, and being defeated leave them diſ- 
confolate. Yea farther, 


VI. Wiſedom makes all the troubles, 
griefs and pains incident to life, whether 
caſual adverſitjes, or natural afflictions, 
ealte and ſupportable; by rightly valu- 
ing the importance, and yg, the 
influence of them. It ſuffers not buſie 
fancy to alter the nature, amplifie the 
degree, or extend the duration of them, 
by repreſenting them more fad, \heavy 
and remedileſs then they traly are. It 


| allows them no force beyond what na- 


tyrally and neceſſarily they have , nor 
contributes nouriſhment to their 1n- 
creaſe. It keeps them at a due diſtance, 
not permitting them to encroach upon 
the Soul, or to propagate their influence 
beyond their proper {phere. It will not 


ket external miſchances, as poverty and 


dil- 


The Firſt Sermon. 
diſgrace , to produce an inward ſenſe 
which is beyond their natural efficacy 3 
nor corporeal affe&ions of ſickneſs and 
pain to diſturb the mind , with which 
_ they have nothing to doe. Theregion 
.of theſe malignant diſtempers being at 
moſt but the habit of the body , Wiſe- 
dom by effeQual antidotes repells them 
from the heart, and inward parts of the 
Soul. It any thing, ſin, and our unwor- 
thy miſcarriages toward God, ſhould vex 
and diſcompoſe us; yet this trouble 
Wiſedom, by repreſenting the Divine 
Goodneſs, and his tender mercies in our 
ever-Blefled Redeemer, doth perfectly 
allay. And as for all other adverſities , 
it abates their noxious power, by ſhew- 
ing us they are either meerly imaginary, 


or very ſhort and temporary; that they 


admit of remedy, or at moſt do not ex- 
clude comfort, not wholly hindring the 
operations of the mind , nor extingui- 
ſhing its joys; that they may have a pro- 
fitable uſe, and pleaſant end ; and, how- 


ever, neither imply bad Conſcience, nor 


induce obligation to puniſhment. For, 


VII. Wiſedom hath always a good 
Conſcience attending it, that pureſt de- 
light and richeſt cordial of the Soul ; 

- that 
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that brazen wall, and mpregnable for- 
tre againſt both external aſſaults, and 
internal commotions z that comtinnal 
feaſt, whereon the mind, deſtitute of all 
other repaſt, with a never-languiſhin 
appetite may entertain it ſelf; that faith- 
full witneſs, and impartial judge, who- 
ever accuſes, always acquitting the in- 
nocent Soul ; that certain friend, in no 
ſtreight failing , in no adverlity deſer- 
ting ; that ſure refuge 1n all ſtorms of 
fortune, and perſecutions of diſgrace. 
Which (as S-lomor here notes) renders 
a man's /ieep ſweet, and undiſturbed with 
fearfull phantaſms , his heart light, and 
his ſteps ſecure 3 and, if any thing, can 
make the Stoical paradox good, and 
cauſe the Wiſe man to ſmile in extremi- 
ty of torment 3 arming his. mind with 
an invincible courage , and infuſing a 
due confidence into it, whereby he bears 
up chearfully againſt malicious reproach, 
undauntedly ſuſtains adverſity, and tri- 
umphs over bad fortune. And this 1n- 
valuable treaſure the Wiſe man is one- 
ly capable of poſleftiing 5 who certain-. 
ly knows, and heartily approves the 
grounds upon which he proceeds; when- 
as the fool, building his choice upon 
blind chance, or violent paſſion, or gic- 
ay 
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dy. fancy, or uncertain example , not 
upon the ſteddy warrant of good rea- 
ſon, cannot avoid being perplexed with 
ſuſpicion of miſtake, and ſo neceſſarily 
is deprived of the comfort of a good 

Conſcience. ; | 


VIII. Wiſedom confers a facility, ex- | 
pert readineſs, and dexterity in action; | 
which is a very pleaſant and commodt- } 
ous quality , and exceedingly ſweetens 
attivity. To doe things with difficulty, 
ſtruggling, and immoderate contention, 
diſheartens a man , quells his courage , 
blunts the edge of his reſolution , ren- 
ders him ſluggiſh and averſg from buſt- 
neſs, though apprehended never ſo ne- 


ceſlary, and of great moment. Theſe } 


obſtructions Wiſedom removes, facilita- 
ting operations by directing the intentt- 
on to ends poflible and attainable , by 
ſuggeſting fit means and inſtruments to 
work by , by contriving right methods 
and courſes of proceſs 3. the mind by it 
being ſtored with variety of good prin- 
ciples, ſure rules, and happy expedients, 
repoſed in the memory, and ready upon 
all occaſions to be produced , and em: 
ployed in praftice. | / 


IX. Wiſe- 


& a The Firſt Sermon. 


. TX. Wiſedom begets a ſound, health- 
full and harmonious complexion of the 
Soul, diſpoſing us with judgment to dif- 
tinguiſh, and with pleaſure to reliſh a- 
voury and wholeſome things, but to 
nauſeate and reject ſuch as are ingrate- 


| full and noxious to us ; thereby capa 


fying us to enjoy pleaſantly and inno- 


_ cently all thoſe good things the Divine 


Goodneſs hath provided for, and con- 
ſigned to us : whence to the Soul pro- 
ceeds all that comfort, joy and vigour, 
which reſults to the Body from a good 


| conſtitution, and perfect health. 


X. Wiſedom acquaints us with our 
felves, our own temper and conſtituti- 
on, our propenſions and paſhions, our 
habitudes and capacities 3 a thing not 
onely of mighty advantage, but of inft- 


nite pleaſure and content to us. No man 


in the world leſs knows a fool then him- 
{e]lt; nay, he is more then 1gnorant, for 
he conſtantly errs in the point, taking 
himſelf for, and demeaning himſelt as 
toward another, a better, a wiſer and 
abler man then he is. He hath wonder- 
full conceits of his own qualities and 
faculties ; he affets commendations in-. 


competent to him; he ſoars at employ- 
ment 
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ment ſurpaſſing his abjlfty to manage. 
No Comedy can repreſent a miſtake 
more odde , and ridiculous , then his : 
for he wanders, and ſtares, and hunts 
after, but never can find nor diſcern 
himſelf 3 but always encounters with a 

e ſhadow in ſtead thereof, which he 
paſſionately huggs and admures. - . But a 
Wiſe man, by conſtant obſervation, and ' 
impartial Joy rms upon himfelf, grows | 
very familiar with himſelt: he perceives * 
his own inclinations, which if bad, he | 
ſtrives to alter and correct ; if good, he | 
cheriſhes and corroborates them: he | 


apprehends the matters he is fitting for, } 


and capable to manage, neither too mean | 
and unworthy of hini, nor too high and 
difficult for him 5 and thoſe applying 
his care to, he tranſacts eaſily, chearful- 
ly, and ſucceſsfully. So being neither 
puft up with vain and over-weening 0- 
pinion, nor dejected with heartleſs dif- 
ftidence of himſelf; neither admiring,nor 
defpiſing 3 neither irkſomely hating, nor 
tondly loving himſelf; he continues in | 
good humour, maintains a ſure friend- 

{hip and fair correſpondence with him- 
ſelf, and rejoyces in the retirement 


and private converſation with his. 


own thoughts : whence flows a plea- 
ſure 
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fare and fatisfaQtion unexpreſlible. 


XI. —_ procures and preſerves 
a conſtant favour and fair reſpect of men, 
purchaſes a good name, and upholds re- 


putation in the world : which things are- 


naturally defirable, commodious for 
life, encouragements to good, and pre- 
ventive of many inconveniences. The 

; compoſed frame of mind, uniform and 
5 comely demeanour, compliant and in- 
+ offenfive converſation, fair and punc- 
; tual dealing, conſiderate motions. and 
+ dexterous addreſſes of Wiſe men natu- 
| rally beget eſteem and affection in thoſe 
; that obſerve them. Neither then theſe 
{ things is there any thing more commen- 
dable to humane regard. As ſymmetry 
| and harmony to the animal ſenſes, ſo de- 
| | leGtable is an even temper of Soul and 
| orderly tenour of aftions to rational ap- 
prehenfions. Folly is freakiſh and hu- 
morous, impertinent and obſtreperous , 
inconſtant and inconſiſtent, peeviſh and 
exceptious 3 and conſequently faſtidious 
to ſociety, and productive of averſation 
and diſreſpect. But the Wiſe man is ſta- 
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ſuting his ations to his words, and thoſe 
to his principles , and all to the rule of 
- right 


ble in his ways; conſonant to himſelf, 
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right reaſon ; fo that you may know 
Where to find him, and how to deal 
with him, and may eaſily pleaſe him , 
' which makes his acquaintance accepta- 
ble, and his perſon valuable: beſide that 
real worth of it ſelf commands reſpect , 
and extorts veneration from men, and 
uſually proſperity waits upon his well- 
adviſed attempts, which exceedingly 
adorn, and advance the credit of the un- 
dertaker : however, if he fail ſometime, 
his ufual deportment falves his repute, 
and eaſily makes it credible it was no 
fault of his, but of his fortune. If a fool 
proſper, the honour is attributed to pro- 
pitious chance 3 if he miſtarry, to his 
own 11] management : bat the- entire 
glory of happy undertakings crowns the 
head of Wiſedom ; while the diſgrace 
of unlucky events falls otherwhere. 
His hight , like that of the Sun, cannot 
totally be eclipſed; it may be dimmed, 
but never extinguiſhed, and always 
maintains a day, though over-clouded 
with misfortune. Who leſs efteems the 
famous African Captain for being over- 
thrown 1n that Iaſt fatal batte], wherein 
he is ſaid to have ſhewn the beſt skill ., 
and yet endured the worſt of ſucceſs ? 
Who contemns Cato, and other the 


© grave 
Nt 
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grave Citizens of Rome, for embracing the 
juſt, but improſperous Cauſe of the Com- 
monwealth ? A Wiſe man's circumſtances 
may vary and fluctuate like the flouds a- 
bout a rock ; but he perſiſts unmovably 
the ſame, and his reputation unſhaken : 
for he can always render a good ac- 


compt of his ations, and by reaſonable 


apology elude the allaults of reproach. 


XII. Wiſedom inſtructs us to examin, 
compare, and rightly to value the ob- 
Jets that court our affections, and chal- 
tenge our care; and thereby regulates 
our paſſions, and moderates our endea- 


vours, which begets a pleaſant ſerenity 


and peaceable tranquillity of mind. For 
when, being deluded with falſe ſhews, 
& relying upon ilgrounded preſumptj- 
ons,we highly eſteem, paſhionately affect, 
and eagerly purſue things of little worth 
mm themfelves , or concernment to us, 
as we unhandſomely proſtitute our af- 
fections, and prodigally miſs-ſpend our 
time,and vainly loſe our labour; fo the e- 
vent not anſwering our expectation, our 
minds thereby are confounded,diſturb'd, 
and diſtempered. But when, guided by 
_ reaſon, we conceive great eſteem 
of, and zealouſly are enamoured with , 
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| and vigorouſly ſtrive to attain things 
of excellent worth, and weighty conſfe- 
quence; the conſcience of having well 
placed our atteftions,and well employed 
our pains , and the experience of fruits 
correſponding to our hopes raviſhes our 
mind with unexpreſfible content. And 
ſo it 1s 3 Preſent appearance and vulgar | 
conceit ordinarily impoſe upon our fan- # 
cies, diſpguiling things with a deceitfull } 
varniſh, and repreſenting thoſe that are 
vaineſt with the greateſt advantage 3 
whilſt the nobleſt objects, being of a | 
more ſubtile and ſpiritual nature, hke | 
faireſt Jewels encloſed in a homely box, | 
avoid the notice of grpſs ſenſe, and paſs | 
undiſcerned by us. But the light of |} 
Wiſedom, as it unmasks ſpecious 1mpo- | 
{ture, and bereaves 1t of 1ts falſe colours ; 
{o it penetrates into the retirements of | 
true Excellency, and reveals its genuine | 
Juſtre. For example, Corporeal Plea- 
ſure, which ſo powerfully allures and | 
enchants us, Wiſedom declares that it | 
is but a preſent, momentany and tranſt- Þ 
ent ſatisfaction of brutiſh ſenſe, dim- | 
ming the light, ſullying the beauty, im- 
pairing the vigour, and reſtraining the | 
activity of the mind ; diverting it from. | 
better operations, and indiſpoling it to | 
2h - | enjoy 4 
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enjoy purer delights ; leaving no com- 
fortable reliſh or gladſome/memory be- 
hind it, but often followed with bitter- 
neſs, regret and diſgrace. That the Pro- 
fit the World fo greedily gapes after is 
but. a poſſeſſion of trifles, not valuable 
in themſelves, nor rendering the Maſters 
of them ſo ; accidentally obtained, and 
promiſcuoufly enjoyed by all forts, but 
commonly by the worſt of men 5; dift- 
cultly acquired, and eaſily loſt z how- 
ever, to be uſed but for a very ſhort 
time, and then to be refigned into un- 
certain hands. T hat the Honour men 1o 
dote upon is, ordinarily, but the diffe- 
rence of a few petty circumſtances, a 
peculiar name or title, a {determinate 
place, a diſtinguiſhing enſign; things of 
onely , imaginary excellence, derived 
from chance, and conferring no advan- 
tage, except from ſome little influence 


they have upon the arbitrary opinion 


and fickle humour of the people; com- 
placence 1n which 1s vain, and reliance 
upon 1t dangerous. That Power and 
dominion, which men fo impatiently 
ſtruggle for, are but neceſfary evils in- 
troduced to reſtrain the bad tempers of 
men; moſt evil to them that enjoy them; 
requiring tedious attendance , diſtrac- 
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ting care, and vexatious toil; atten- 
ded with frequent diſapporntment, op- 
probrious cenſure, and dangerous envy 3 
having ſuch reall burthens, and ſlaviſh 
encumbrances, ſweetned onely by ſu- 
perficial pomps , ſtrained obſequiouſ- 
neſs, ſome petty privileges, and exemp- 


tions ſcarce worth the mentioning. 


That Wit and parts, of which men 
make ſuch oſtentation, are but natural 


endowments, commendable onely in or-. 
der to uſe ,, apt to engender pride and. 


vanity, and hugely dangerous if abuſed 
or miſemployed ? What ſhould I menti- 
on Beauty, that fading toy 3 or bodily 
Strength and activity, qualities fo pal- 
pably inconfiderable 2 Upon theſe and 


ſuch like flattering objeds, ſo adored by | 


vulgar opinion, Wiſedom exerciſing fe- 


vere and impartial judgment, and per- 


ceiving in them no intrinfick excel- 
lence , no ſolid content ſpringing from 
them, no perfection thence accruing to 
the mind, .no high reward allotted to 


them, no ſecurity to the future condi 


tion, or other durable advantages pro- 
ceeding from them; it concludes they 
dcſerve not any high opinion of the 
mind, nor any vehement paſſion of the 
Soul, nor any laborious care to be em- 

ployed 
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ployed on them , and moderates our af- 
fections toward them : it frees us from 
anxious deſire of them from being 
tranſported with exceſlive joy in the 
acquiſition of them 3; from being over- 
whelmed with diſconſolate ſorrow at 
the miſſing of them, or parting with 
them 3 from repining and envying at 
: thoſe who have better ſucceſs then our 
+ -ſelves 1n the procuring them ; from im- 
moderate toil in getting, and care in 
'F preſerving them: and fo delivering 
us from all theſe unquiet anxieties of 
5 thought, tumultuous perturbations of 
paſſion, and tedious vexations of body, 
it maintains our minds 1n a chearfull 
calm, quiet indifferency, and comforta- 
ble liberty. On the other fide, things 
of real worth and high concernment, 
that produce great ſatisfaction to the 
mind, and are-mainly conducible to our 
happineſs, ſuch as are a right underſtan- 
! Adding and ſtrong ſenſe of our obligations 
: to AlmightyGod, and relations to men, 
a ſound temper and complex1on of 
-mind', a vertuous diſpoſition, a capaci- 
ty to diſcharge the duties of our places, 
a due qualification to enjoy the happ1- 
neſs of the other World ; theſe and ſuch 
like things, by diſcovering their nature, 
C 3 and 
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and the effects reſulting from them, it 
engages us highly to eſteem, ardently 
to affe&, and induſtriouily to purſue 
ſo preventing the inconveniences that 
follow the want of them, and conveigh- 
ing the benefits ariſing from the poſleſ- 
ſion of them. | 


XIIT. Wiſedom diſtinguiſhes the cir- 
cumſtances, limits the meaſures, deter- 
mines the modes, appoints the fit ſeaſons 
of action ; ſo preſerving decorum and 
 orger , the parent of peace, and pre- 
venting confuſion, the mother of ini- 

uity, ſtrife and diſquiet. *Tis in the bu- - 
fineſ of humane life as 1n a building : a 
due proportion of bigneſs, a fit ſituati- 
on of place, a correſpondency' of ſhape, 
and ſutableneſs of colaur, 1s to be obſer- 
ved between the parts thereof : a de- 
fect in any of which requiſites, though 
the materials hap to be choice and ex- 
cellent, makes the whole fabrick defor- 
med and ugly to judicious apprehenſi- 
on. The beſt aCtions, if they ſwell, and 
exceed their due meaſure, if they be un- 
Skiltully miſplaced,if in uncouth manner 
performed, they loſe their quality, and 
turn both to the diſgrace and difadvan- 
tage of life, *'Tis commendable to Pray 3 
| ut 
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but they that would always be perfor- 
ming that duty, by their abſurd devoti- 
on procured to themſelves the title of 
 Hereticks: and they that will ſtand pray- 
ing in places of publick concourſe, de- 
ſerved our Saviour's reprehenfions; and 
thoſe men who, againſt the cuſtom and 
ordinary uſe, would needs pray with 
their faces covered, you know S. Paul 
infinuates of them, that they were fond 
and contentious perſons. Friendly ad- 
monition 1s very laudable, and of rare 
uſe ; but being upon all occaſions 1m- 
moderately uſed, or in publick ſociety 
{o as to encroach upon modeſty, or en- 
dammage reputation 3 or when the per- 
ſon admoniſhed 1s otherwiſe employed , 
and attent upon his buſineſs 3 or bein 

delivered in an imperiouſly-infulting 
way, or in harſh and opprobrious lan- 
guage; it becomes unſavoury and odious, 
and both in ſhew and effect reſembles 
a froward malicious exceptiouſneſs. 
'Twere infinite to compnte in how ma- 
ny inftances want of due order, meaſure 
and manner, do ſpoil and incommodate 
action. 'Tis Wiſedom that applies re- 
medy to theſe miſchiefs. Things muſt be 
compared to , and arbitrated by , her 
ſtandard, or elſe they will contain ſome- 
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thing of monſtrous enormity ; either 
ſtrutting in-unwieldy bulk , or finking 
in defective ſcantneſs. If ſhe do not fas 
ſhion and model circumſtances, they will 
ſit ugly on the things that wear them 3 
if ſhe do not temper the. colours, and 
deſcribe the lineaments, the draught of 
practice will be but rude and imperfect , 
and little reſemble the true patterns of 
duty : but if ſhe interpoſe, and perform 
her part, all things will appear confor- 
mable, neat and delicate. 


' XIV. Wiſedom. diſcovers our relati- 
ons, duties and concernments, 1n reſpect 
of men, with the natural-grounds ,of | 
them; thereby both qualifying and incli- | 
ning us to the diſcharge of them: whence 
exceeding convenience,pleaſureand con- 
tent enſues. By it we underſtand we 
are parts and members of the great Bo- 
dy, the Unwerſe ; and are therefore con- 
cerned in the good management of it , 
and are thereby obliged to procure its 
order and peace, and by no irregular 
undertaking to diſturb or diſcompole it; 
which makes us honeſt and peaceable 
men-: that we procced from the ſane 
primitive ſtock, are children of the ſame 


father, and partake of the ſame bloud 
| | with 
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with all men ; are. endowed with like 
faculties of mind, paſſions of Soul, ſhape 


of body, and fenſe of things : that we _ 


have equally implanted in our original 
conſtitution inclinations to love, pity , 
gratitude, fociableneſs, quiet, joy, repu- 
tation : that we have an indiſpenſable 
need and impatient defire of company, 
alliſtence, comfort , and relief: that 
therefore it is according to the deſign of 
nature, and agreeable to reaſon, that to 
thoſe, to whom our natural condition 
by ſo many bands of cognation, ſimili- 
tude, and mutual neceſiitude, hath knit 
.F and conjoyned us, we ſhould bear a 
" | Kind reſpectand tender affeQtion; ſhould 
| chearfully concurre in - undergoing the 
common burthens ; ſhould heartily wiſh 
and 1mduſtrioufly promote their good, 
afliſt them in accompliſhing their reaſo- 
nable deſires, thankfully requite the 


courtelies received from them, congra-: , 


| tulate and rejoyce with them 1n their 
| proſperity, comfort them 1n their diſtref- 

| ſes, and, as we are able, relieve them 
| | however, tenderly compaſlionate their 
| diſappointments, miſeries and ſorrows. 
| This renders us kind and courteous 
neighbours ; ſweet and gratefull com- 


panions. It repreſents unto us the —_ 
a. all 
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full effe&ts and inſupportable miſchicts 


ariſing from breach of faith, contrave- 
ning the obligations of ſolemn pacts, in- 
fringing publick laws, deviating frotn 
the received rules of equity , violating 
promiſes, and interrupting good corre- 
ſpondence among men : by which con- 
ſiderations it engages us to be good ci- 
tizens, obedient ſubjeds, juſt dealers,and 
faithfull* friends. It minds us of the 
blindneſs , impotence and levity , the 
proneneſs. to miſtake, and misvehaviour 
that humane nature necc[+::!1, 18 ſubject 
to; deſerving rather our coimmiueratt- 
on, then anger or hatred, which prompts 
us to bear the infirmitics ot onr bre- 
thren, to be gentle in ceninre, to be 1n- 
ſenſible of petty affronts., to pardon in- 
juries, to be patient, -exorable, and re- 
concilable to thoſe that give us greateſt 
cauſe of offence. It teaches us,the good 
may, but the evil of our neighbour can 
in no wiſe advantage us; that from the 
{uttering of any man, fimply confidered, 
no benetit can accrue, nor natural fatiſ- | 
faction ariſe to us; and that therefore | 
'tis a vain, baſe, brutiſh and unreaſona- 
ble thing, for any cauſe whatſoever, to 
delire or delight in the grief, pain or mi- 
{ery of our neighbour, to hate or envy 

_— * 
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him, or inſult over him , or deviſe mif- 
chief to him, or proſecute revenge upon 
him ; which makes us civil, noble and 
placable enemies, or rather no enemies 
at all. So that Wifedom is in effect the 
genuine parent of all moral and politt- 
cal vertne, juſtice and honeſty ; as Solo- 


! - 2207 ſays in her perſon, { cad 7 the prov. 8. 26. 


way of righteouſneſs, and in the midſt of 
the paths of judgment. And how ſweet 
theſe are in the practice, how comforta- 
ble in the conſequences , the teſtimony 
of continual experience and the nnani- 
mous conſent of all wiſe men ſufficient- 
Iy declare. But farther, 


XV. The principal advantage of 
Wiſedom 1s, 1ts acquainting us with the 
Nature and reaſon of true Religion, and 
affording convictive arguments to per- 
ſuade to the Practice of 1t 5 which 1s ac- 
companied with the pureſt delight, and 


| - attended with the moſt ſolid content 


imaginable. I ſay, the Nature of Religi- 
on, wherein it confiſts, and what it: re- 
quires; the miſtake of which produceth 
daily fo many miſchiefs and inconvent- 
ences 1n the world, and expoſes ſo good 
a name to ſo much reproach. It ſheweth 
it conſiſteth not in fair profeſſions _ 

$0 
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olorious pretences, but in real praCtice; 
not in a pertinacious adherence to any 
Sed or party , but in a ſincere love of 
goodneſs, and diſlike of naughtineſs, 
where-ever diſcovering it ſelf; not in 
vain oftentations and flouriſhes of out- 
ward performance , but in an inward} 
good complexion of mind, exerting it þ 
ſelf in works of true Devotion and Cha- | 
rity ; not 1n a nice orthodoxie, or poli- | 
tick ſubjection of our judgments to the | 
peremptory dictates of men, but 1n a} 
{incere love of Truth, in a hearty ap-| 
probation of and compliance with the} 
Dodrines fundamentally good, and ne-| 
ceſlary to be believed; not in harſh cen-| 
ſuring and virulently a againlt 
others, but in carefull amending our | 
own ways; not 1n a peeviſh croſneſs 
and obſtinate repugnancy to received 
laws and cuſtoms, but 1n a quiet and 
peaceable ſubmiſſion -to the expreſs | 
Laws of God, and lawfull commands of | 
man 3 not 1n a furious zeal for or againſt | 
trivial circumſtances, but in a conſcio- | 
nable practiſing the ſubſtantial parts of | 
Religionz not 1n a frequenti talking or 
contentious diſputing about it, but in a 
ready obſervance of the unqueſtionable 
rules and preſcripts of it. In a word, 

that 
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that Religion conſiſts in nothing elſe 
but doing what becomes our relation to - 
God, in a conformity or fimilitude to 
his Nature , and in a willing obedience 
to his holy Will : to which by potent 
incentives it allures and perſuades us. 
| by agg wi” to us his tranſcendently-_ 

lorious Attributes, conſpicuouſly dif- 


| played in the frame, order and govern- 
| ment of the World; that wonderfull 


Power, which erected this great and 
goodly fabrick ; that incomprehenſible 
Wiſedom , which preſerves it 1n a con- 
ſtant harmony ; that immenſe Goodneſs, 
$ Which hath ſo carefully provided for the 
| various neceſlities, delights and comforts 
of its innumerable inhabitants. I fay , 
by repreſenting thoſe 1nfinitely-glorious 
PerfeQions , it engages us with higheſt 
reſpect to eſteem, reverence and honour 
him. Alſo, by minding us of our mani- 
fold obligations to him, our receiving 
| being, life, reaſon, ſenſe, all the faculties, 
powers, excellencies, privileges and com- 
| modities of our natures from him ; of 
his tender Care and loving Providence 
continually ſupporting and protecting 
us ; of his liberal Beneficence , patient 
Indulgence , and earneſt deſire of our 
good and happineſs by manifold expreſ- 
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fions evidently manifeſted toward us; it 
mflames us with ardent love, and oblji- 

es us to officious gratitude toward him 
Alfo, by declaring the neceſlary and ir- 
reconcilable contrariety of his . Nature 
to all impurity and perverſenefs , his 
peerleſs Majeſty, his irrefiſtible Power, 
and his all-ſeeing Knowledge, it begets 
an awfull dread and a devout fear of 
him. By diſcovering htm from his infi- 
nite Benignity willing, and from his un- 
limited Power onely able to ſupply our 
needs, relieve us 1n diſtrefles ,- prote& 
us from dangers, and confer any valua- 
ble benefit upon us, it engenders faith', 
and encourages us to rely upon him. By 
revealing to us his ſupereminent Sove- 
reignty, uncontrollable Dominion, and 
unqueſtionable Authority over us; to- 
gether with the admirable excellency, | 
wiſedom and equity of his Laws , fo 
Juſt and reaſonable in themſelves, ſo fut- 
table to our nature, ſo conducible to our} 
good, ſo eafte and practicable, ſo ſweet | 
and comfortable; it powerfully inclines, 
and by a gentle force as it were con-| 
{trains us to obedience. By ſuch efhicact-| 
ous inducements Wiſedom urges us to 
all duties of Religion, and withall fare- 

Iy directs us (as I betore ſaid) whereinit 
conſiſts; 
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conſiſts 5 teaching us to have right and 
worthy apprehenſions of the Divine na- 
ture , to which our Devotion ( if true 
and good ) mult be ſuited and confor- 
med : and o it frees us, as from irreligi- 
on and profane negle& of God, ſo from 
fond ſuperftitions, the ſourcesof fo much 
evil to mankind. For he that wiſely 
hath conſidered the Wiſedom , Good- 
neſs and Power of God, cannot imagine 
God can with a regardleſs eye over- 
look his preſumptuous contempts of his 
Laws, or endure him to proceed in an 
outrageous defiance of Heaven, to con- 
tinue hurting himſelf , or injuring his 
neighbour ; nor can admit unreaſonable 
terrours , or entertain ſuſpictous con- 
ceits of God, as of an imperious Maſter, 
or implacable Tyrant over him, exactin 

1mpoſitble performances from, or deligh- 
ting 1n the fatal miſeries of his Creatures; 
nor can ſuppoſe him pleaſed with hypo- 


_ critical ſhews , and greatly taken with 


ſuperficial courtſhips of ceremonious ad- 
dreſs; or that he can in any. wiſe favour 
our fiery zeals, fierce paſſions, or unjuſt 
partialities about matter of opinion and 
ceremony 3 or can doe otherwiſe then 
deteſt all factious, harſh, uncharitable 
and revengetull proceedings, of what 
nature, 
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nature, or upon what .ground ſoever 5 
or that he can be ſo inconſiſtent with 
himſelf, as to approve any thing but 
what 1s like himſelf, that 1s, Righteou(s 
neſs, Sincerity, and Beneficence. 


Laſtly, Wiſedom attracts the Favour 
of God, purchaſeth a glorious Reward, 
and fecureth perpetual Felicity tous. For 
God loveth none but him that dwelleth with 
wiſedom. And, glorious is the fruit of good 
labour : and the root of wiſedom ſhall ne- 
ver fall away, And, Happy 3s the man 
that findeth wiſedom : and, whoſo findeth {| 
her, findeth life, and ſhall obtain favour 
of the Lord; Theſe are the words of 
wiſe Solomon, in the Book of Wiſedom , 
and 1n the Proverbs. God loveth her , 
as moſt agreeable to his nature ; as re- 
ſembling him; as an off-ſpring, beam and 
efflux of that Wifſedom which fonn- 
ded the earth, and eſtabliſhed the Hea- 
vens 3 as that which begetteth honour , 
love, and obedience to his Commands, 
and truly glorifies him 3 and as that 
which promotes the good of his Crea- 
tures, which he earneftly defires. And 
the paths ſhe leads in are ſuch as direct- 
ly tend to the promiſed Inheritance of 
Joy and bliſs. | 
Thus 
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Thus have I ſimply and plainly pre- 
ſented you with: part of what my medi- 
tation ſuggeſted upon this Subject : It 
remains that we endeavour to obtain 
this excellent endowment of Soul , by 
the faithfull exerciſe of our Reaſon,care- 
full obſervation of things, diligent ſtudy 
of the Divine Law, watchfull reflexion 
- upon our ſelves, vertaous'and religious 
practice ; but eſpecially, by imploring 
the Divine influence, the original fpring 
of light, and fountain of all true know- 
ledge; following S. James his advice, IF 
any man lack wiſedom, let him ask it of 
God, who giveth freely. Therefore, O 
everlaſting Wiſedom , the Maker, Re- 
deemer and Governour, of all things, 
let ſome .comfortable Beams from thy 
great Body of heavenly Light deſcend 
- upon us, to illuminate our dark minds, 
and quicken our dead hearts 3 to en- 
flame us with ardent love unto thee, - 
and to direct our f(teps in obedience to - 
thy Laws, through the gloomy ſhades of 
this world, into that region of eternal 
hight and bliſs, where thou reigneſt in 
perfect Glory and Majeſty, one God 
ever-Bleſſed, world without end. 

i Amen, 


D The 
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 ——- But Godlineſs is profitable for all | 


thin OS. 


' JL OW generally men, with moſt 
unanimous conſent, are devo- 
ted to Profit, as to the 1mmedi- 


ate ſcope of their deſigns, and aim of 


their doings, if with the {lighteſt atten- 
tion we view. what is acted upon this 
Theatre of humane affairs , we cannot 
Prov: 14.23. but diſcern. All that we ſee men ſo ve- 
ry ſerious and induſtrious about , which 
*C, / 3þe- we call buſineſs; that which they trudge 
as #9 for in the Streets, which they work or 
UP& cov rrew- . . . 
7:7; Ari- Walt for in the Shops, which they meet 
ſtoph. Plut. and croud for at the Exchange, which 
they ſue for in the Hall, and ſolicit for at 
the Court, which they plow and digg 
for , which they march and fight for in 
the Field , which they travel for at 
Land , and fail for ({ among rocks and 


ſtorms ) 
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ſtorms ) upon the Sea, which they plod 
for in the Cloſer, and diſpute for in the 
Schools, (yea, may we not adde, which 


they frequently pray for, and preach for 


in the Church? ) whar is 1t but Profit ? 
Is it not this apparently for which men 


ſo eagerly conteſt and quarrel, ſo bitter- 


ly envy and emulate, fo fiercely clamour 
and inveigh, ſo cunningly ſupplant and 
undermine one another ; which ſtuf- 
feth their Hearts with mutual hatred 
and ſpite, which tippeth their Tongues 
with ſlander and reproach, which often 
embrueth their Hands with bloud and 
ſlaughter 3 for which they expoſe their 
Lives and Lims to danger , for which 
they undergoe grievous Toils and 
Drudgeries, for which they diſtract 
their Mind with Cares, and pzerce'their 
heart with ſorrows 5 to which they facri- 
fice their preſent Eaſe and Content, yea, 


to which commonly they proſtitute 


their Honour and Conſcience ? This, if 
you mark it, 1s the great Miſtreſs, which 
is with fo paſſionate rivality every- 
where woed and courted ; this the com- 
mon Mark' which all eyes aim, and all 
endeavours ſtrike at; this the Hire 
which men demand for all their Pains , 
the Prize they hope for all their Com- 
| D 2 bats, 
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bats, the Harveſt they ſeek from-all the 

ear's aſſiduous Labour. This is the Bait, 

y which you may inveigle moſt men 

any-whither; and the moſt certain ſign, 

by which you may prognoſticate what 

any man will doe : for mark where his 

Profit is, there will he be. This ſome 

profeſſedly and with open face, others 

{lily and under thin veils of pretence 3 

( under guiſe of friendſhip, of love to. 

publick good, of loyalty, of religious 

zealz) ſome direQly and in a plain track, 

| others obliquely and by ſubtle trains 3 

Prima fers ſome'by ſordid and baſe means, others 

wore: © in ways more cleanly and plauſible z 

' riſima ſome gravely and modeſtly, others wild- 

n;cmps ly and furiouſly; all (very few excep- 
vin ut . < 

creſcam, *£d) in one mariner or another,do clear- 

&c, Juv. ly in moſt of their proceedings level 

Sat. 19. and drive at. 

Omnes ad of- This practice then being ſo general , 

rig ag and ſeeing that men are reaſonable crea- 

rilitatis ſue tures, that it is ſo cannot ſurely proceed 

1 wiki gel from meer brutiſhneſs, or dotage ; there 

que impulſie. Muſt be ſome fair colour or ſemblance 

wy —_— of reaſon , which draweth men into , 

Catk,2, and carrieth them forward in this way. 

The reaſon indeed is obvious and evi- 

dent enough , the very name of Profit 

implieth it, ſignifying that which is _ 

full, 
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fall, or conducible to purpoſes really or : 
ſeemingly good. The gain of mony, or 
of ſomewhat equivalent thereto, is there- 
- fore ſpecially termed Profit, becauſe it 
readily ſupplieth neceſſity , furnifheth 
convenience, feedeth pleaſure, fatisfieth 
fancy and curiofity, promoteth eaſe and 

liberty, ſupporteth honour and dignity, 
' procureth power , dependencies, and 
friendſhips, rendereth a man ſome-body, 
conſiderable in the world ; in fine, en- 
ableth to doe good, or to perform works 
of beneficence and charity. Prafit is 
therefore ſo much affeted and purſued, 
becaule it is, or doth ſeem, apt to pro- 
cure or promote ſome good deſirable 
tO Us. 

If therefore a Projet& ſhould be pro- 
poſed to us very fecible and probable 
to ſucceed, in purſuance whereof aſly- 
redly we might obtain great Profit; me- 
thinks in conſiſtence with our ſelves, 
and conformably to our uſual manner of 
- ating, we ſhould be very ready to em- 
brace and execute it. Such a Project it 
_ B which in my Text, by a very truſty 
Voucher, and skilfull Judge of ſuch 
things, and one who had himſelf fully 
experimented it, is propoſed -; which in 
it felf is very praCticable, ſo that any of 
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us may, if we have a mind to it, and 
will be at the pains, throughly compaſs 
and carry it on 3 which will exceeding- 
ly turn to account, and bring in Gains - 
unto us unſpeakably vaſt 3 in compari- 
ſon whereto, all other defigns, which 
men With ſo much care and toil do pur- 
ſue, are very unprofitable or detrimen- 
tal, yielding but ſhadows of profit , or 
bringing real dammage to us. 
IT 8 Prigfly this, to be' religious or 
pious. that is, in our minds ſ{tedfaſtly to 
beligve on God, (ſuch as nature in ſome 
meaſure, and reveJation more clearly de- 
clareth him, ) in our hearts earneſtly to 
love and reverence him, through all * 
our practice ſincerely and diligently to 
obſerve his Laws. This 1s it which 'Saint 
Paul affirmeth to be profitable for al 
things, and which it is my intent , by 
God's help, to recommend unto you as - 
ſuch ; demonſtrating it really to be fo , 
by repreſetiting ſome of thoſe number- 
leſs benefits and advantages which ac- 
crue from it, extending to al conditions 
and capacities of men, to all ſtates, all 
"a and in effe& to all affairs of 

ite. wr 
It hath been ever a main obſtruction 
to the practice of Piety, that it hath 
| been 
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been taken for no friend, or rather for 
an enemy, to Profit 3 as both unprofita- 
ble and prejudicial to its followers : and. 
many ſemblances there are countenan- 
cing that opinion. For Religion ſce- 
meth to ſmother or to {lacken the indu- 
ſtry and alacrity of men in' following 
Profit, many ways: by charging them 
to be content with a little, and carefull 
for nothing 3 by diverting their affecti- 
ons and cares from worldly affairs te 
matters of another nature., place, and 
time, preſcribing in the firſt place to 
ſeek things ſpiritual, heavenly, and fu- 
ture 3 by diſparaging all ſecular wealth, 
as a thing, in compariſon to Vertue and 
5 ve goods, very mean and inconfi- 

erable 3 by checking greedy deſires 
and aſpiring thoughts atter it 3 by de- 
barring the moſt ready ways of getting 
it, (violence, exaction, fraud, ak flatte- 
ry, ) yea, ſtrezightning the beſt ways , 
eager care and diligence ; by commen- 
ding ſtrict Juſtice in all caſes, and always 
taking part with Conſcience when it 
claſheth with Intereſt; by paring away 
the largeſt uſes of Wealth, in the prohi- 
bition of its free enjoyment to pride or 
pleaſure ; by injoyning liberal commu- 
nication thereof in ways of charity and 

yo - mercy 3 
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mercy 3 by engaging men to expoſe 


their goods ſometimes to imminent ha- 


 zard, ſometimes to certain loſs ; obliging 


them to forſake all things, and to'em- 
brace Poverty for its ſake. ' 

It favoureth this conceit, to obſerve, 
that often bad men by . 1mpious courſes 
do appear to thrive and proſper 5 while 
good men ſcem for their goodneſs to 


ſuffer , or to be no wiſe viſibly better 


for it, enduring much hardſhip and di- 
ltreſs. EG £ ; 
It furthereth the prejudice, that ſome 
perſons, void of true Piety, or imper- 
fealy good, (ſome Dabblers 1n Religion) 
do not from their lame, flight and ſi- 
perficial performances feel: ſatisfaCtory 
returns, ſuch as they did preſume to find; 
and thence, to the defamation of Piety ; 
are apt to ſay,with thoſe men in the Pro- 


phet, It is vain to ſerve God, and what 


profit is it that we bave kept his ordinan- 
ces, and that we have walked mournfully 
before the Lord of hoaſts * Yea, that 
ſometimes very pious men, being out of 
humour, and ſomewhat diſcompoſed by 
the urgent preſſures of affliction, the dil- 
appointments and croſſes incident to all 
men here in this region of trouble, are 
apt to complain, and expreſs themfelves 
PP | | Fm dit 
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4 than nothing, that he ſhould delight him- 


diſſatisfied, faying with Job, It profiteth Job 34. g. 


felf with God. What advantage will it be 35-3: 


unto me, and what profit ſhall I have, if 1 
be cleanſed from my ſin © or, with Da- 
wid, Verily I have cleanſed my heart in * 

vain, and waſhed my hands in innocency ; 
For all the day long I have been plagued, 
and pa 4p every morning. © © 
 Totheſe conſiderations, diſadvantagi- 
ous in this reſpe& to Piety, may be ad- 
ded, that the conſtant and certain pro- 
fits emergent from it ( although incom- 
parably more ſubſtantial, and to the 
mind more ſenſible then any other ) are 
not yet ſo groſs and palpable, that men, 
who from being immerſed in earth and 
fleſh are blind in errour, dull of appre- 
henfion, vain and inconſiderate in their 
judgments, tainted and vitiated in their 
palates, can diſcern their worth, or re- 
liſh their ſweetneſs. Hence 1t 1s, that ſo 
many follow the judgment and practice 


of thoſe in Job, who ſay unto God, De- Job a1. 14, 


part from 4, for we deſire not the know- "5: 
tedge of thy ways. What is the Almighty, 
that we ſhould ſerve him and what profit 
ſhould we have if we pray unto him ? 

For voiding which prejudices , and 
the recommendation of $, PaxFs projet; 
: ” = I ſhall 


Eph. 6. $. 
Col. 3. 22. 
x Per. 2. 18. 


The Second Sermon, 


T ſhall (as I faid) propoſe ſome of thoſe « 


innumerable advantages, by conſide- 
ring which the immenſe profitableneſs 
of Piety will appear. And firſt, I ſhall 
mention thoſe Conſiderations which 
more plainly do import Univerſality ; 
then ſhall touch ſome Benefits thereof , 
ſeeming more particular , yet in effect 
vaſtly large, and of a very diffufive in- 
fluence. 


I. Firſt then we may conſider, that 
Piety is exceeding uſefull for all forts of 
men, in all capacities, all ſtates, all rela- 
tions ; fitting and diſpoſing them to ma- 
nage all their reſpective concernments , 
to diſcharge all their peculiar duties, in 
a proper, juſt and decent manner. 

It rendreth all Superiours equal and 


moderate in their adminiſtrations; mild, 


courteous and affable in their converſe; 
benign and condeſcenfive in all their 
demeanour toward their Inferiours. 
Correſpondently it diſpoſeth Inferi- 
ours to be ſincere and faithfull, modeſt, 
loving, reſpeatull, diligent, apt willing- 
ly to yield due ſubjedtion and ſervice. 
It inclineth Princes to be juſt, gentle, 
benign, carefull for their Subjedts good, 
apt to adminiſter Juſtice uprightly, to 


pro- | 


 murmuring. 


Fs 


ſ 


and compliant to their Wives 5 Wives 


their Calling, faithfull to their / 
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prote& Right, to encourage Vertue, to 
check Wickednels. | 
 Anſwerably it rendreth Subjects loyal, Row 13+ 3 
ſubmiſſive , obedient , quiet and peace- , oi 
able, ready to yield due Honour, to pay 
the Tributes and bear the Burthens 1m- 
poſed, to diſcharge all Duties, and ob- 
ſerve all Laws preſcribed by their Go- 
vernours conſcionably, patiently, chear- 


fully, without reluctancy, grudging, or x Pet. 4. p 


tion, and comfortable ſubſiſtence; Chil- Mi "id 


dren again, dutifull, reſpe&full, grate- Col. 3. 20: 
tall, apt to requite their Parents. 


Husbands from it become affectionate Tok. 5.28, 
ol. 3.19. 


| s : So 1 Pet. 3. 7 
ſubmiſhve and ' obedient to their Hul- rg pdt 
bands. ; Col, a+ 18, 


It diſpoſeth Friends to be Friends in- + 5. 


deed, full of cordial affeftion and good 
will, entirely faithfull, firmly conſtant, 
induſtriouſly carefull and aGtive in per- 

forming all good offices mutually. 
It engageth men to be hn, n 
ruſts, 


contented and peaceable in their Stati- 
on, and thereby ſerviceable to Publick 
good. Ee 


It 
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It rendereth all men juſt and punqu- 
al in their Dealing, orderly and quiet in 
their Behaviour, courteous and complai- 
ſant in their Converſation, friendly and 
charitable upon all occaſions, apt to al- 
fiſt, to relieve, to comfort one another, 

It tieth all Relations more faſtly and 
ſtrongly , aſſureth and augmenteth all 
Endearments, enforceth and eſtabliſheth 
all Obligations by the firm. bands of 
Conſcience; ſet afide which, no Engage- 
ment can hold ſure againſt temptations 


of Intereſt,or Pleafure. Much difference 
there is between performing theſe Du- 


ties out of natural temper, fear of pu+ 
mſhment , hope of temporal reward , 
{elti{h deſign, regard to credit, or other 
the like Principles, and the diſcharging 
them out of religious Conſcience : this 
alone will keep men'tight, uniform, re- 
ſolute and ſtable; whereas all other Prin- 
ciples are looſe and ſlippery, will ſoon 
be ſhaken and faulter. | 

In conſequence to thoſe Practices 
{pringing from it, Piety removeth op- 
preſſion, violence, faction, diſorders 
and murmurings, out of the State; 
{chiſms and ſcandals out of the Church ; 
pride and haughtinefſs, ſloth and luxury, 
detraction and ſycophantry, out of the 
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Court 3 corruption and partiality out of 
Judicatures 3 clamours and tumults out 
of the Street ; brawlings,  grudges and 
jealouſies out of Families; extortion 
and cozenage out of Trade ; {trifes, e- 
mulations, {landerous backbitings, bit- 
ter and foul language, out of Converſa- 
tion: in all places, in all Societies it pro- 
duceth, it advanceth, it eſtabliſheth or- 
der, peace, ſafety, proſperity, all that 1s 
good, all that is lovely or handſome, all 
that is convenient or pleaſant for hu- 


mane ſociety, and common life. It 1s Prov.14. 34. 
that which ( as the Wiſe mar faith ) ex- £16.12 
alteth a nation 1t 1s that which eſta- 14 &8, IS. 
bliſheth a throne. & 29.8. , 


It is indeed the beſt prop and guard 
that-can be of Government, and of the 
Commonweal : for it ſettleth the Bo- 
dy politick in a ſound conſtitution of 
health , it firmly cementeth the parts 
thereof ; it putteth all things into a 
right order, and ſteddy courſe. It pro- 
cureth mutual reſpe& and affection be- 
tween Governours and Subjects, whence 
_ ariſeth ſafety, eaſe and pleaſure to both? 
It rendreth men truly good, ( that is, 
juſt and honeſt, ſober and conſiderate, 
modeſt and peaceable, ) and thence apt, 
without any conſtraint or ſtir, to yield 


every 


Prov. 11. 10, 


Prov. 29. 2. 
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every one their due ; not affeted to 
needleſs change , not diſpoſed to raiſe 
any diſturbance. It putteth men in good 
humour, and keepeth them 1n it; 
whence things paſs ſmoothly and plea- 
fantly. It cheriſheth worth, and encou-. 
_ induſtry 5 whence Vertue flou- 
riſheth, and Wealth is encreaſed ; 
whence the occaſions and means of diſ- 
order are ſtopt , the pretences for ſedi- 
tion and faction are cut off. In fine, it 
certainly procureth the benediction of | 
God, the ſource of all welfare and pro- | 
ſperity : whence, When 7t goeth well 
with the righteous, the city rejoyceth; and, 
When the righteows are in authority, the 
people rejoyce, faith the great Politician, 
J0101207: 

It is therefore the concernment of 
all men , who ( as the Pſalmiſt ſpea- 
keth) defere to live well , and would fain 


1 Her. 3-10: Ge good days, it is the ſpecial intereſt of | 


great Perſons, ( of the Magiftracy, the 
Nobility, the Gentry, of all perſons that 
have any confiderable intereſt in the 
world,). who would fafely and ſweetly 
enjoy their dignity, power, or wealth, 
by all means to prote& and promote 
Piety, as the beſt inſtrument of their ſe- 
curity, and undiſturbedly enjoying the | 
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accommodations of their ſtate. *Tis in 
all reſpe&s their beſt wiſedom and po- 
licy ; that. which will as well preſerve ' 
their outward ſtate here, as fatisfie their 
Conſciences within, and ſave their Souls 
hereafter. All the Machiavilzan arts and 
tricks, all the ſleights and fetches of 
worldly craft do figniftie nothing, in 
compariſon to this one plain and eafie 
way of ſecuring and furthering their In- 
tereſts. 

If then it be a groſs abſurdity to de- 
fire the fruits, and not to take care of 
the root, not to cultivate the ſtock , 
whence they ſprout ; if every Prince 
gladly would have his Subjefts loyal and 
obedient, every Maſter would have 
his Servants honeſt, diligent and obſer- 
vant, every Parent would have his 
Children officious and gratefull , eve 
man would have his Friend faithfull and 
kind, every one would have thoſe 
juſt and ſincere with whom he doth ne- 
gotiate or converſe 3 if any one would 
chuſe to be related tg ſuch, and would 
elteem their relation a happineſs : then 
conſequently ſhould every man in rea- 
ſon ſtrive to further Piety, from whence 
alone thoſe good diſpoſitions and prac- 
tices do proceed. 

1. Pi- 
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TI; Piety doth fit, a man for all con- 
ditions, qualifying him-to paſs through 
them all with the beſt advantage, wiſe- 
ly, chearfully and fafely ; ſo as to 1n- 
curre no conſiderable harm or detriment 
by them. 


Is a man proſperous, high, or weal- 


thy in condition ? Piety guardeth him 
from all the miſchiefs incident to that 
ſtate, and diſpoſeth him to enjoy the 
beſt advantages thereof. It keepeth him 
froqrbeing ſwelled and puffed up with 
vain conceit , from being tranſported 
with fond complacence or confidence 
therein 3 minding him, that 1t is purely 
the gift of God, that it abſolutely de- 
ch on his diſpoſall, ſo that it 
may ſoon be taken from him, and that 


he cannot otherwiſe then by humility; 


by gratitude, by the good ule of it, be 


fecure to retain it 3 minding him alſo , 


that he ſhall aſſuredly be forced to ren- 
der a ſtri& account concerning the ggod 
management thereof. It preſerveth him 
from being perverted or corrupted with 
the temptations to which that conditi- 
on 1s molt liable 3 from luxury, from 
floth; from ftupidity, from forgetfulneſs 
of God, and of himfelf; maintaining a-. 
mong the flouds of plenty a ſober and 

teddy 
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ſteddy mind. It fenceth him from in- 


 folence, and faſtuous contempt of others; 


rendereth him civil, condeſcenſtive, kind 
and helpfull to thoſe who are in a mea- 
ner ſtate. It inſtrutteth and inciteth 
him to apply his wealth and power to 
the beſt uſes, to the Service of God, to 


the benefit of his Neighbour, for his own 


beſt reputation, and moſt ſolid comfort. 
It is the right balaſt of proſperity , the 


' onely antidote for all the inconventen- 


cies of wealth; that which ſecureth, 
ſweetneth ' and fandifieth all other 


goods : without 1t all apparent goods 


are very noxious, or extremely dange- 


. Tous; riches, power, honour, eaſe, plea- 


fure, are ſo many poiſons, or ſo many 
fnares, without 1t. Again, 1s a man poor 
and low 1n the world ?  Piety doth im- 
prove and ſweeten even that ſtate : it 
keepeth his ſpirits up above dejection, 
deſperation , and diſconſolateneſs; it 
freeth him from all grievous folicitude 
and anxiety; ſhewing him,that although 
he ſeemeth to have little, yet he may 
be aſſured to want. nothing, he having a 
certain ſuccour and never-failing ſupply 
from God's good Providence ; that not- 
withſtanding the preſent ſtreightneſs of 
his condition, or ſ{cantneſs . of outward 

E things, 
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things, he hath a title to Goods infinitely 
more precious and more conſiderable. A 
pious man cannot but apprehend himſelf 
like'the Child of a moſt wealthy, kind 
and carcfull Father , who although he 
hath yet nothing in his own poſletſion, 
or paſling under his name, yet 1s aſſured 
that he can never come into any want of 


what 1s needfull to him: the Lord of all. 


things (who hath all things in Heaven 
and Earth at his diſpoſal, who is infinite- 
ly tender of his Childrens good, who 
doth inceſlantly watch over them)being 
his gracious Father, how can he fear to 
be left deſtitute, or not to be competent- 
ly provided for, as is truly beſt for him ? 

This 1s the difference between a pi- 
ous , and an impious man. Is the pt- 
ous man in need ? he hath then an 1n- 
viſible refuge to fly to, an inviſible 


ſtore to furniſh him 3 he hath ſomewhat 


beyond all preſent things to hope in, to 
comfort himſelf with : whereas the im- 
pious perſon hath nothing beſide preſent 
appearances to ſupport or ſolace himſelf 
by 3 the which failing, down he finketh 
into dejettion and deſpair. Is the good 
man 1n aftiition? he knoweth that it 
cometh not on him without God's wiſe 
appointment, nor without good intenti- 
ON 
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bn toward him, for probation, exerciſe 
and improvement of his Vertues, or for 
wholeſome correction of his bad diſpoſt- 
tions ; that it is onely Phyſick and Di- 
ſcipline to him, which ſhall have a com- 


fortable iſſue 3 that it ſhall 
laſt no longer then it 1s ex- 
pedient for him - that 1t 
ſhould : wherefore he pat1- 
ently ſubmitteth to it, and 
undergoeth it chearfully , 
with the ſame mind where- 
with a Patient ſwalloweth 
down an unfavoury Potion, 
which he prefumeth will 


Scimus athicos Det ab &- 
mantiſſimo, miſericordiſſt- 
mo Patre Deo mala iſta pe- 
nalia recipere, non ut p#- 
nam ſeu vindittam iras 
cundie , ſed magis ut cor- 
reftiones &> medicamenta 
flultitie, &F adjumenta vir= 
tutis, ut malleationes, five 
fabricationes, & tunſiones, 
ſfroe ablutiones, (5 candida- 
tiones, Guil.Par. de Sacrame 


conduce to his Health. Never, indeed, 
hath any man enjoyed more real con- 
tent, or hath been more truly ſatisfied, 
then good men have been in a ſeeming 
depth of adverſity. What men ever up- 
on earth have been more ſorely afflic- 


ted, have underwent greater 
loſſes, diſgraces , 5 com . 
troubles , diſtreſſes in any 
kind, then did the H. Apo- 


[tles? yet did they moſt 


heartily rejoyce, exult and 


"Eros; i 1 emmupces 
n x29. © wapſveigg, x, 1 
amis os $ my ſeruov . 
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triumph in them all. Such a wondrous 
vittue hath Piety to change all things 
Into matter of conſolation and joy. No 
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condition in effe& can be evil or fad to 
a pious man: his very ſorrows are plea- 
ſant, his infirmities are wholeſome, his 
wants enrich him, his diſgraces adorn 
him, his burthens eaſe him; his duties 
are privileges, his falls are the grounds 
of advancement. his very fins (as bree- 


ding contrition, humility, circumſpecti- | 


on and vigilance) do better and profit 


him : whereas Impicty doth ſpoil every 


condition, doth corrupt and embaſle all 
good things , doth embitter all the con- 
veniencies and comforts of life. / 


(II. Piety doth virtually compriſe 
within it all other profits, ſerving all the 
deſigns of them all : what-ever kind of 
deſirable good we can hope to find 
from any other profit, we may be aflu- 
red to enjoy from it. 

He that hath it 1s 7p/ſo fadFo vaſtly 
rich, 1s entitled to immenſe treaſures of 
moſt precious Wealth; in compariſon 
whereto all the gold and all the jewels in 


the world are meer baubles. He hath - 


intereſt in God , and can call him his, 


who 1s the 47, and in regard to whom 


all things exiſtent are "leſs ther nothing. 


Aa 
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The infinite Power and Wiſedom of God | 


belong to him, to be ever, upon all fit 
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occaſions, employed for his benefit. All 
the ineſtimable treaſures of Heaven ( a 
place infinitely more rich then the [- 
dies ) are his, after this moment of life, 
to have and to hold for ever : ſo that 
great reaſon had the Wiſe mar to lay , 
that 1» the houſe of the righteous is much proy. 1s. 6. 
treaſure. Piety therefore is profitable , 
as immediately inſtating in wealth : and 
whereas the defired fiuits of profit are 
chiefly theſe, . honour, power, pleaſure, 
fatety, liberty, eaſe, opportunity of get 
ting knowledge, means'of benefitting o- 
thers;z all theſe we ſhall ſee do abun- 
dantly accrue from Picty, and in truth 
onely from it. | 

The Pious man 1s in truth moſt Ho- 
nourable. Inter homines pro ſummo eſt 
optimus, faith Seneca; whom Solomon Sen, Ep. go. 
tranſJateth thus, The righteous 35 more ex- Prov. 12. 26. 
cellent then his neighbour. He 1s dignt- Kay 4x49 
fned by the moſt illuſtrious titles, a Son #2 3 42% 
of God, a Friend and Favourite to the —_—_— _ 
Sovereign King of the World, an Heir Eth. 3. 3. 
of Heaven, a Denizon of the Fernſalern” 
above: Titles far ſurpaſſing all thoſe 
which worldly ſtate doth aſſume. He is 
approved by-the beſt and moſt infallible J 
judgments , wherein true Honour refi- 0 


deth. He is reſpeded by God himſelf, 
E 3. 7p 
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by the H. Angels, by the bleſſed Saints, 

by all good and all wiſe perſons ; yea, 
commonly, by all men: for the effects of 

genuine Piety are ſo venerable and ami- 

able, that ſcarce any man can doe other- 

Pror.12. 8,4, wiſe then in his heart much eſteem him | 
Z that worketh them. 
The Pious man is alfo the molt potent : 

Tantum quan- Man : he hath a kind of omnipotency , 
run vilr po- Hecauſe he can doe what-ever he will, 


' reſt, qui. > | 
4 that is, what he ought to doe 3 and, be- | 


' * *ber-norputat cauſe the Divine Power is ever ready to | 
pr Deuce affiſt him in his pious enterpriſes, ſo that 
= « He can doe all things by Chriſt that | 

ſtrengthneth him. He 1s able to combat | 
and vanquiſh him that is 6 ive 96, the | 

ſtout and mighty one ;, to wage war with 

happy ſucceſs againſt principalities and 

Prov. 16.32. powers. He conquereth and comman- 
Vids. 27; deth himiclf, which is the braveſt vidto- 
Ben. 5.7. Ty, and nobleſt empire : he quelleth 
feſhly luſts, ſubdueth inordinate paſt 
ons, and repelleth ſtrong temptations. | 

He, by his faith, overcometh the world 

Writh a conqueſt far more glorious then 

ever any Alexander or Ceſar could. do. 

He, 1n fine, doth perform the moſt wor- 

thy exploits, and deſerveth the moſt ho- 
nourable trrumphs that man can do. | 

The Pjous man alſo doth enjoy the | 

Ns | onely 
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onely true Pleaſures 3 hearty, pure, ſo- 
lid, durable Pleaſures 3 ſach Pleaſures as 
thoſe of which the divine Plalmiſt fing- pal, 16. ur. 
eth, 1» thy preſence 3s fulneſs of joy , at Rom. 15. 13. 
thy right hand there are pleaſures for ever _ - : 
more. That all joy in believing, that gay- Val. 43+ 4: 
ety of hope, that inceſſant rejoycing in the _ gary 
Lord, and greatly delighting in his Law, a 24s 
that continual feaſt of a good Conſci- 47» 70» 77» 
ence , that ſerving the Lord with glad- oor - 
neſs , that exceeding gladneſs with God's % 21.6. & 
countenance , that comfort of the Holy +4 _—— 
Spirit, that joy 11 
pirit, that joy unſpeakable and full of Joh. 16. 20, 
glory ; the ſatisfaction reſulting fromthe *<: . 
contemplation of Heavenly truth, from Song , 4.17» 
the ſenſe of God's favour, + a 
and the pardon of his fins , BE >. Dei Patiis Gy Do. 


from-the influence of God's mini reconciliatio, quam 


(] Ml - . 
ra veritatis revelatio , quam 
Bn from the hopes and errorum vecognitto , quam 


anticipation of everlaſting tor retro criminum wvenia 2 


bliſs : theſe are Pleaſures in- Fort mo__—_ == 
: . . aſtianim 1Þj114 VOrRUPpLarrs 
deed, mn compariſon where- quam ſeculi totius contem- 


to all other pleaſures are no ps oe Sar —_— 
OD ; quam conſcientia integra , 

More then brutiſh ſenſualitys, quam vita fyfficiens, quam 

ſordid impurities, ſuperficial mortis rimorMullus, 8c? 

touches, tranſient flaſhes of TER 

delight ; fuch as ſhould be infipid and 

unſavoury to a rational appetite; ſuch 

as are tin&tured with ſourneſs and bit- 

terneſs, have painfull remorſes or qualms 
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conſequent. All the Pious man's perfor- 
mances of duty and of devotion are full 
of pure ſatisfation and delight here, 
they ſhall be rewarded with perfect and 
endlck j joy hereafter. 

As for Safety , the Pious man hath it 
moſt abſolute and fare ; he being guar- 
ded by Almighty power and wiſedom ; 
Pral: 17.8. & reſting under the ſhadow of God's wings ; 
Wir & 57: God upholding him with his hand , wade- 
ws £ as ring his ſteps, ſo that none of theme ſhall 
Pſal. 37. 24: Hide, holding his ſoul in life, and ſu nffe- 
A je "24, Ting not his feet to be moved ;, he being, 
31. & 119. by the grace and mercy of God ſecu- 
PET. 65, 9, Ted from the aflaults and impreſſions of 
- *-* all enemics, from fin and guilt , from 

the Devil, world and fleſh, from death 
and hell , which are our moſt formida- 
ble, and in eftect onely dangerous ene- 
MS 
Fial.139.45 As for Liberty, the Pious man moſt 
| entirely and truly doth enjoy that : he 
alone 1s free from captivity to that crue| 
Tyrant, Sata», from the miſerable ſla- 
&@<ry to Sin, from the grievous dominion 
of Juſt and paſſion. He can doe what he 
pleafeth, having a mind to doe onely 
what 1s good and fit. The Law he ob- 
Jam. 1.25- {crveth is worthily called the perfed law 
of liberty ;, the Lord he ſerveth preten- 
deth 
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deth onely to command free-men and 

friends : Te are my friends, ſaid he, if you Joh. 15. 14. 

doe whatever I command you; and, If the pe” - 

Sort ſet you free, then are your free indeed. 8, Lay &- 
And for Eaſe, 'tis he onely that know- Te 

eth it ; having his mind exempted from Jo ;"xcs 

the diſtraction of care, from diſorder of 0. Chryl. 

paſſion , from anguiſh of Conſcience, a" OOO 

trom the drudgerics and troubles of the 

world, from the vexations and diſquiets 

which fin produceth. He findeth 1t 

made good to him, which our Lord in- 


viting him did promiſe, Come unto me, al Natr. 11.28. 


Je that labour and are heavy laden, and [ 


will give you reſt : he feeleth the truth of 
thoſe Divine aſlertions, Thou wilt keep Ii, 26. 3. 
him in perfed peace, whoſe mind is ſlayed 
on thee 5, and, Great peace have they which Pl. 119.165. 
love thy Law, and nothing ſhall offend 
them. 

As for Knowledge, the Pious man a- 
lone doth attain it conſiderably, fo as to 
become truly wife, and learned to pur- 
poſe. Evil men ( faith the Wiſe man prov. 28. «, 
himſelf, who knew well, anderſtand 1: 
ot judgment : but they that ſeek the Lord 
anderſtand all things. Tt is the” Pious 
man that employeth/his mind upon the 
moſt proper and worthy objed&s, that 
knoweth things which certainly beſt de- 
{crve 
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{ſerve to be known , that hath his Soul 
enriched with the choiceſt notions : he 
$killeth to aim at the beſt ends, and to 
compaſs them by the fitteſt means 3 he 
can aſſign to each thing its due worth 
and value ; he can proſecute things by 
the beſt methods, and order his affairs. 
in the beſt manner : ſo that he 1s ſure. 
not to be defeated or diſappointed in 
his endeavours, nor to miſs-ſpend his 
care and pains, without anſwerable fruit. 
He hath the beſt Maſter to inſtruct him 
in his ſtudies, and the beſt rules to di- 
ret him 1n his proceedings : he cannot 
be miſtaken, ſeeing in his judgment and 
choice of things he conſpireth with in- 
fallible Wiſedom. Therefore 5 4o:f2v 
expws piAoropa, the pious man is the ex- 

Job 28, 28. quiſtte philoſopher. The fear of the Lord 

that is wiſedom, and to depart from evil 
Prov-9.10. 3r underſtanding. The fear of the Lord 

? oc age 4 ( as 1s ſaid again and again in Scripture ) 
Pſ. 119. 34, #5 the head ( or top ) of wiſedom. A good 
$9:1944130- yrderſtanding have all they that keep his 

commandments. | — 
Farther, the Pious man is enabled and 
diſpoſed (hath the power and the heart) 
moſt to benefit and oblige others. He 
| doeth 1t by his ſuccour and afliſtence, 
by his inſtruction and advice, which he is 
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ever ready to yield to any man upon fit 
occaſion: he doeth it by the direction and 
encouragement of his good Example: 

doeth it by his conſtant and earneſt 
Prayers for all men : he doeth it by 
drawing down Bleſlings from -Heaven 
on the place where he reſideth. He 1s 
upon all accounts the moſt true , the 
moſt common benefactour to mankind ; 
all his neighbours , his Country , the 
World are in ſome way or - other obli- 
ged to him: at leaſt, he doeth all the 
good he can, and in wiſh doth benefit 
all men. 

Thus all the fruits and conſequences 
of Profit, the which engage men ſo ea- 
gerly to purſue it, do in the beſt kind 
and higheſt degree reſult from Piety , 
and, indeed, onely from it. All the Phi- 
loſophical Bravads's concerning -a Wiſe 
man being onely rich, onely honoura- 
ble, onely happy, onely above fortune, 
are verified in the Pious man : to hin 
alone, as ſuch, with a ſure foundation, 
without vanity, with evident reaſon 
thoſe Aphoriſms may be applied. They 
are Paradoxes and fictions abſtracting 
from Religion, or conſidering men one- 
ly under the light and power of nature; 
but ſuppoſing our Religion true, a wy 

= | r1- 


=> 


57 


- N 


Sen. Ep. $9, 


The Second Sermon. 


Chriftian ſoberly, without arrogance, in 


proportion and according to the mea- 
fure of his Piety, may aſlume them to 
himſelf, as the H. Apoſtles did 3 Þ[ poſſeſs 
all things, I can doe all things, he may 1n 
a ſort ſay after S. Paz. | 

As for all other Profits", ſecluding it , 
they are but imaginary and counterfeit , 
meer ſhadows and 1l]lufions , yielding 
onely painted ſhows in ſtead of fubſtan- 
tial fruit. | 

If from bare worldly wealth ( that 
which uſurpeth the name of Profit here ) 
a man ſeeketh Honour , he 1s deluded , 
for he is not thereby truly honourable ; 
he 15 but a ſhining Earth-worm, a well- 
trapped Aſs, a gaudy Statue, a theatrical 
Grandee : with God, who judgeth moſt 
rightly, he 1s mean and deſpicable; no 
intelligent perſon can inwardly reſpe& 
him. Even here (in this World of falla- 
cy and dotage) the wiſeſt and ſobereſt 
men, whoſe judgment uſually doth ſway 
that of others, cannot but contemn' him, 
as Maſter of no real good, nor fit for 
any good purpoſe ; as ſeeing that in the 
end he will prove moſt beggarly and 
wretched. 
If a man affedqeth Power thence, he 
1s grievouſly miſtaken 3 for, in ſtead 

| there» 
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thereof, he proveth exceedingly feeble 
and impotent, able to perform nothing 
worthy a man, ſubject to fond humours 
and paſſions, ſervant to divers luſts and 
pleaſures ) captivated b y the Devil at his 
pleaſure, overborn by temptation, hur- 
ried by the ſtream of the World, and li- 
able to the ſtroaks of fortune. 

If he propoundeth to himſclt thence 
the enjoyment of Pleaſure, he will allo 


much fail therein : for in heu thereof 


he ſhall find care and trouble , ſurfet- 
ting and diſeaſe, weariſome ſatiety and 
bitter regret ; being void of all true 


delight in his mind.and fatisfaction in his 


Conſcience ; nothing here being able to 
furniſh ſolid and ſtable pleaſure. 

If he fanfieth Safety, he deludeth 
himſelf: for how can he be ſafe, who is 
deſtitute of God's protection and ſuc- 
cour ; who is the object of Divine wrath 
and vengeance; who 1s aſſailed by many 
fierce and powerfull enemies z whom 
the roaring Lion 1s ready to devour ; 
whom Death and ſudden deſtruion are 


coming to ſciſe upon 5 whom Guilt 


threatneth, and Hell gapeth for ; who 
without any guard or fence ſtandeth ex- 
poſed to ſuch imminent, ſuch horrid and 


ghaſtly dangers? 
If 


6t 


1 Thefl. 5. 3, 
Prov, 10. 29. 


Auguſt. 


Prov. 25-28. 
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IF he thirſt for Liberty, he will be 
fruſtrated : for he can be no otherwiſe 
then a ſlave, while he contirmeth 1mpi- 
ous; ſervms tot dominorum, quot vitiorum, 
a flave to ſo many maſters as he keepeth 
vices ; a ſlave to himſelf, and his own 
laſts; carrying about with him the fet- 
ters of unſatiable deſire, being hampered 
with inconſiſtent and irregular affecti- 
ONS. 

Eaſe he cannot obtain, being oppreſ- 
ſed with unwieldy burthens of. ſin, of 
care, of trouble ; being toſſed with reſt- 
leſs agitations of luſt and paſlion ; being 
like the troubled fea, which cannot uw; 
whoſe waters caſt up mire and dirt. 

If he meaneth to get Wiſedom, he 1s 
out : for Wiſedom and Impiety are in- 
compatible things. All his knowledge 15 
vain, all his ſpeculations are no better 
then dreams, ſeeing he erreth in the 
main point, and is ot wiſe to ſalvation. 

He 1s, in fine, extremely miſtaken, and 
in all his projets will be lamentably 
diſappointed, whoever fanfieth any true 


,profit without Piety : he never can at- 


tain to be ſo much as wealthy ; but 
drudge and plod what he can, muſt be a 
beggar, and a forlorn wretch. For how 
can he be any wiſe rich, who doth want 

: all 
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all the beſt things, the onely valuable 
things in the world, which any man may 
have, which any good man doth poſleſs? 
How can he be rich, who 1s deſtitute of 
the moſt needfull accommodations of 
life ; who conſtantly feedeth on the 
courſeſt and moſt ſordid fare, (the duſt 
of pelf, the dung of ſenſuality ;) who 
hath no faithfull or conſtant friends , 
( nothing earthly can be ſuch; ) who 1s 
maſter of nothing but dirt, or chafte, or 


' ſmoak? Whereas alſo Riches do conlilt, 


not in what one enjoyeth at preſent, 
( for that can be little ) but in a preſu- 
med ability to enjoy afterward what he 
may come to need or deſire ; or in well- 


; > grounded hopes that he ſhall never fall 


into want or diſtreſs. How can that man 
be rich, who hath not any confidence 
in God, any intereſt in him, any reaſon 
to expect his Bleſling ? yea, who hath 
much ground to fear the diſpleaſure of 
him, in whoſe hand all things are, and 
who arbitrarily diſpoſeth of all 2 Piety 
therefore is the onely profitable thing , 


according to juſt eſteem. She 7s more prov, z. 15. 


preciows then rubies, and all the things we 
can deſire are not to be compared to her. 


' Upon this accompt it is moſt true, what 
the P/almiſt affirmeth * A little that the Pal. 37. 16. 


righ- 
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righteons hath, is better then great riches 
of the ungodly. . 


IV. That Commiendation 15 not to be 
omitted which 1s neareſt at hand, and 
ſuggeſted by S. Paz! himſelf to back this 
aſlertion concerning the univerſal profi- 
tablenefs of Picty ; For (faith he) it hath 
the promiſe of the life that now is, and of 
that which is to come © that 1s, God hath 
promiſed to reward it with Bleſlings ap- 
pertaining to this mortal life, and with 
thoſe which concern the future eternal 
ſtate. - 

As for the Bleſſings of this life, al- 
though God hath not promiſed to load 
the godly man with attluence of worldly 
things, not to put him into a ſplendid 
and pompous garb , not to diſpenſe to 
him that which may ſerve for pampe- 
ring the fleſh, or gratifying wanton fan- 
cy, not to exempt him from all the 1n- 
conveniencics to which humane nature 
and this worldly ſtate are ſubject ; yet 
hath he promiſed to furniſh him with 
what-ever ts needfull or convenient for 
him, in due meaſure and ſeaſon, the which 
he doth beſt underſtand. There ts no 
good thing which a man naturally deſt- 
reth, or reaſonably can wiſh tor, which 

| 1s 
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is not in expreſs terms propoſed as a re- 
- ward, or a reſult of Piety. 
| Ingeneral, it is declared, that B/e/- Prov. __ 
| | ſings are upon the head of the juſt ; that, _ _ 54 
No good thing God will uphold from thenz Pal. 84, 11. 
| that walh, uprightly 3 that, what-ever 0- | 
| therwiſe doth fall out, it aſſuredly ſhall be Eccles 8.12: 
| well with them that fear God; that, Bleſ- þ& 3.'® 
ſed is every one that feareth the Lord, (Prov.8.35.) 
that walketh in his ways: —happy ſhalt 
thou be, and it ſhall be well with thee ; 
that, There ſhall no evil happen to the juſt 5 Prov. 12. 21; 
that, AZ things work together for good to Rom. 8. 28, 
| them that love God. 
Particularly, there are pronuſcd to the 
Pious man, 

A Supply of all Wants. The Lord will proy. 10; 3» 
not ſuffer the ſoul of the righteons to fa- 
miſh. The righteous eateth to the ſatisfy- Prov. 13.25. 
ing of his ſoul. There is no want to then Pl. 34. 9,10- 
that fear God. The young Lions do lack , wu p-3 2 
and ſuffer hunger ; but they that ſeek the © 
Lord ſhall not want any good thing. 

A Protection in all Dangers. The eye fl. 33. 18. 
of the Lord is upon them that fear him, © 34 ——_ 
pon them that hope in his mercy ;, to de- 28. DI os 
liver their ſoul from death, and to keep 
them alive in famine. There ſhall no evil P.g1.19y1t; 
 befall thee, neither ſhall any plague come 
nigh thy dwelling : He ſhall give his An- 
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gels charge over thee to keep thee in all thy 
Ways. 
JE Guidance 1n he Undertakings and 
PE39.23/Kc- proceedings, The ſteps of a good mar are 
74 $8. js by the a4 466A of his ſteps 
Prov. 3.6. ſball ſlide, — 1» all thy ways acknowledge 
by as him, and he ſhall dire@ thy path. 

| Succeſs and proſperity in his Deſigns. 
Plal 379. 5. Commit thy way unto the Lord, truſt af 
po in him, and he ſhall bring it to paſs, 
Pſal. 1. 33 ——-Whatſocever he doeth, it ſhall proſper, 
Job 22. 28, — Thou ſhalt decree a thing, and it fhal 
| be eſtabliſhed ; and the light ſhall ſhine 
Deur. 28. 8, #por thy ways, The Lord ſhall command 
I2e a bleſſing npon thee in thy ſtore-houſes, and 


in all that thou ſetteſt thine hand unto, 


_ Prov. 23. 18, Thine expeFation ſhall not be cut off. 
— Comfortable enjoying the fruits of 
Pfal. 128. 2: his induſtry. ——Thorx ſhalt eat the labour 


of thine hands.—— 


Satisfaction of all reaſonable Defires, | 
Irov. 10,24. The deſire of the #65 re8r be grarted, | 


Plal. 37. 4 Delight thy ſelf FL, the ord, and he ſhal 
Plal.45.19. g7ove thee the deſires of thine heart. He 
will fulfill the deſire of theme that fear him: 
he will hear their cry, and will ſave them. 
I. 32.17, Firm Peace and quiet. The work, of 
righteouſneſs ſhall be peace 3 and the effe# 
of righteonſneſs , quietneſs and aſſurance 


Pl. 119. 165. for ever, Great peace have they which | 
: love | 


EO OI Iny 


The Second Sermon. ' 67 
love thy Law. The fruit of righteouſneſs Jam. 3. 18; 


is ſowed in peace. 

Joy and alacrity. Light 7s ſown for Pſal. 97. 18: 
the righteows, and gladneſs for the upright : 
in heart. In the tranſereſſaon of an evil Prov. 29.6. 
man there is a ſnare : but the righteous 


doth ſing and rejoice. 


Support and comfort in attiictions. 
He healeth the broken in heart, and -bin- Pal. 147. 3+ 
deth up their wounds. Be of good courage, Pal. 31 24 
and he ſhall ſlrengthen your heart, all jo8 © 14 
that hope in the Lord. : 

Deliverance from trouble. Many are Plal. 34. Ig. 
the afflictions of the righteous , but the : 
Lord delivereth him out of all. He kee- Pal. 37. 39» 
peth all his bones, not one of them is bro- 
hen. | | 

Preſervation and recovery from miſ- 
haps, or miſcarriages. Though he fall , Plat. 37. 24; 
he ſhall not be utterly caſt down : for the 
Lord upholdeth him with his hand. 
Preferment of all forts, to honour 
and dignity, to wealth and proſperity. 
Wait upon the Lord, and keep his ways val. 35. 34; 
and he ſhall exalt thee th inherit the land. 
By humility and fear of the Lord are Prov. 22. 4. 
riches and hononr. Bleſſed is the man that vlal.n12.1,3% 
feareth the Lord— wealth and riches are 
in his houſe. The upright ſhall have good F508 28-10. 
things 777 poſſeſſzor. If Fo y obey and JN (2 I ae, 
| 2 | 
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JETS: him, they jhall. ſpend their days in projſpe- 
Pror. 14-11. rity, and their years in pleaſure. The ta- 
\_  bernacle of the righteous ſhall flouriſh. 
Prov. 10.274 |. Long life. The fear of the Lord pro- 
9M: [orgeth days. By me thy days ſhall be mul- 
tiplied, and the years of thy life ſhall be 
Prov. 3. 1,2, excreaſed. Let thine heart keep my com- 
_ muandments:; For length of days, and 
'ong life , and peace ſhall they adde unto 
thee. | 
A Good name enduring after death, 
Prov. 10. 7, The memory of the juſt is bleſſed. 
0 37:26. Bleſlings entailed on poſterity. His 
112. 2. ſeed ſhall be mighty upon earth, the ge- 
(Exo. 20.6.) ,,,-2ti01 of the upright ſhall be bleſſed. 
Prov. 12. 3- The root of the righteous ſhall not be mo- 
ved. 


Thus is A liberal diſpenſation even of 


temporal goods annexed by God's infal- 


lible Word unto the practice of Piety. 
It is indeed more frequently, abundant- 
ly and explicitly promiſed unto God's 
ancient Pcople, as being a conditional 
ingredient of the Covenant made with 
Prov. 11.31. them, exhibited 1n that as a recompence 
= jos ww z to their external performance of Religi- 
11.13 _Ous works preſcribed in their Law. The 
Goſpel doth not ſo clearly propound it, 


or ſo much inſiſt upon 1t, as not princt- 
pally 


The Second Sermon. 
pally belonging to the Evangelical Co- 


 venant , the which, in reward to the 


performance of its conditions by us,. pe- 
culiarly doth offer Bleflings Spiritual, 


and rearing to the future ſtate 3 as alſo 2 cor. 4. 19. 
ſcarce deſerving to be mentioned 1n Rom. 8. 18. 


compariſon to thoſe ſuperiour Bleſſings. 
Yet as the celeſtial Benefits, although 
hot openly tendered in the Jewiſh Law, 
were yet myſtically couched therein , 
and cloſely deſigned for the ſpiritual 
and hearty Practiſers of Religion 3 ſo is 
the collation of temporal accommoda- 
tions to be underſtood to belong to all 
pious Chriſtians : there 1s a Codzcrl/ (as 
it were) annexed to the New Teſta- 
ment , 1n the which God ſtgnifieth his 
intention to furniſh his Children with 
all that is needfull or convenient for 
them. His Providence hath not ceaſed 
to watch over us, his Bounty doth not 
fail toward us even in this reſpect ; his 
Care will not be wanting to feed us 
and cloath us comfortably, to protect us. 
from evil, to, proſper our good underta- 
kings. Hence doth he command us to 


eare for nothing, but to caſt OUr Care UP> x Pet. g. 7. 


on him, to recommend our buſineſs to hin, Phil. 4. 6. 
Heb. 13. $- 
Marr. 6. 25, 


becauſe he careth for us, he will never for- 
fake #8 5 he will hear our Prayers, and 
F 3 help 
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3 Tim. 6. 15, help us. Hence we are enjoyned zof fo 
truſt iz uncertain riches, but in the living 
God, who giveth us richly all things to en- 
2 Pet. 1.3* 5gy, Hence it is ſaid, that The divine 
power hath given us all things pertaining 
unto life and godlineſs, through the know- 
ledge of him that hath called us to glory 
and vertye. Hence it is promiſgd by our 
| Watt. 6. 33. Lord, that If we ſeek firſt the Kingdom 
of God, all things ſball be added to us. 
Hence it is inferred as conſequential to 
the nature of the Evangelical diſpenſati- 
on, that we cannot want any good 
Rom.8. 32. thing ; He ( ſaith S. Paul, ) that Ted 
not his own Son, but delivered him up for 
us all, how ſhall he not with him alſo free- 
ly give us all things 2 In fine, hence it is 
propoſed as notorious, that nothing is 
permitted to fall out otherwiſe then as 
Rom. 8.28, conduceth to our good. We kzow (faith 
S. Paul) that all things work together for 
x Cor. 10.13. good to thoſe that love God : Nor will 
God, in any cale, ſuffer us to be tempted, 
by any want or preſſure, beyond what we 
are able to bear, Thus 1s Piety evidently 
profitable, as having the promiſes of this 
life, or exhibiting all temporal blefiings 

defirable to the pradtiſers thereof. 
But infinitely more profitable it is as 
having the promiſes of the future life, or 
| as 
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as procuring a title to thoſe incompara- 
bly more excellent Bleſſhings of the 0- 
ther warld; thoſe indefe(#; le treaſures; Luk. 12.33. 
that #ncorruptible, undefiled, and never- 1 Pet. 1. 4. 
fading inheritance, reſerved in heaven for 
xs; that exceeding weight of glory ; thoſe 2 Cor. 4+ 17. 
ineffable joys of Paradiſe, that lightſome 1 Per. 1. 8. 
Countenance and beatifying Preſence . #3: 
of God; that unconceivably and unex- 
preſfſably joyfull, ym_ perfect and 
endleſs Bliſs ; briefly, all that ts compri- 
ſed and intimated in thoſe words of the' 
Apoſtle, Ey hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 1 Cor. 2. 9: 
neither have entred into the heart of man 
the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love him. Tnfinitely profitable 
ſurely muſt that be which procureth 
thofe things for us: and m theſe re- 
ſpeds = reaſon had S. Pax! to fay, 
that Godlineſs is profitable for all things. 
But farther to evidence and recom- 
mend this point, I might propound cer- 
tain peculiar Advantages ariſing from 
Piety, which have a very general influ- 
ence upon our lives, and do afford un- 
to them exceeding benefit : but this [I 
muſt, in regard to the time and your 
- patience, at prefent forbear. 
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1 TIM. 4.8. 


——- But Godlineſs is profitable for all 
things. 


N diſcourfing formerly upon theſe 
|| words, I did propound divers gene- 

ra] Conſiderations, ſerving to con- 
firm and recommend this Afſertion of 
S. Paul. T ſhall now inſiſt upon ſome 0- 
thers more particular , which yet ſeem 
much conducible to the ſame purpoſe, 
declaring the vaſt Utility of Religion or 
Piety. | 


I. We may conſider, that Religion 
doth preſcribe the trueſt and beſt Rules 
of action; thence enlightning our mind, 
and rectifying our praftice 1n all mat- 
ters, and upon all occaſions , ſo that 
what-ever 1s performed according to it, 

* 1s done well and wiſely, with a comely 
grace 1n regard to Others, with a chear- 


fl 
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f3ll Gtisfaftion in our own mind, with 
the beſt aſſurance, that things are here 
capable of, to find happy ſucceſs and be- 
neficial fruit. 
Of all things in the world: there 1s 

nothing more generally profitable then 
Light: by it we converſe with the 

world , and have all things ſet before 

us ; by it we truly and cafily diſcern 

things in their right magnitude, ſhape, 

and colour ; by it we guide our ſteps 

ſately 1n proſecution of what is good , 

and ſhunning what is noxious 3 by 1t 

our ſpirits are comfortably warmed and 

cheared , our life conſequently , our' 

health, our vigour and activity are pre- 

ſerved. The like benefits doth Religt- 

on , which 1s the Light of our Soul, 

yield to it. Pious men are childrer of Luk. 16. 8. 
the light > Pious works are works of ___ 
light ſhining before wen. God's word Joh, 12. " 
(or true Religion) # a lamp unto onr Matt. s. 16. 
feet, and a light unto our path ; enabling =, - = <a 
us to perceive things, and judge rightly 

of them; teaching us to walk ſtraightly 

and ſurely, without erring or ſtumbling; 
Joatying us to embrace what 1s uſe 
ull, and to avoid hurtfull things ; pre- 
ſerving our ſpiritual life , and diſpoſing 
ps to act well with a vigorous alacrity : 
with: 
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15. 59. 10. terly benighted, gropeth in doubt, wan- 
Job s. 14 dreth in miſtake, trippeth upon all occa- 
Deur. 28.29: fjons , and often falleth into miſchief, 
Prov. 4.18, The path of the juſt (faith the Wiſe mar ) 
19. is as the ſhining light——The way of the 
wicked is as darkneſs , they know mot at 
Prov. 13. 6. what they ſtumble. Righteouſneſs kee- 
& 11-3: 5* peth hins that is upright in the way; but 
wickedneſs overthroweth the ſinner. 

Again, it is a fair ornament of a man, 
and a grand convenience both to him- 
ſelfand to others with whom he conver- 
ſeth or dealeth , to a& regularly , unt- 
formly, and confiſtently; freeing a man's 
felf from diſtra&ion and irreſolution tn 
his mind, from change and confuſion in 
his proceedings ; ſecuring others from 
delufion and diſappointment in their 
+ 14 eunti tranſactions with him. * Even a bad 
_ # rule conſtantly obſerved is therefore 
error immen- better then none : order and perſeve- 
Sue. Sen. rance inany way ſeemeth more conve- 
__ nient, then roving and toffing about in 
uncertainties. But, ſecluding a regard to 
the Precepts of Religion , there can 
hardly be any ſure or fettled rule, which 
firmly can engage a man to, or effe&u- 

ally reſtrain a man from any thing. 
There 1s ſcarce in nature any ing fo 
| wild, 


without it a man is ſtark blind, and ut- } 
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| | wild, ſo intratable, {o unintelligible, as 


F a man who hath no bridle of Conſci- 


'ence to guide or check him. A profane 
| man is like a Ship, without Anchor to 
ſtay him , or Rudder to ſteer him , or 
Compaſs to guide him; ſo that he 1s 
toſt with any wind, and driven with a- 
ny wave none knoweth whither 3 whi- 
ther bodily temper doth ſway him, ar 
paſſion doth hurry him, or intereft doth 
pull him , or example leadeth him , or . 
company inveigleth and haleth him, or 
humour tranſporteth him 3 whither any 
ſuch variable and unaccoyntable cauſes 
determine him , or divers of them toge- 
ther diſtra&t him : whence: he fo ram- 
bleth and hovereth, that he can ſeldom 
himſelf tell what in any caſe he ſhould 
doe , nor can another gueſs it 3 fo that 
you cannot at any time know where to 
find him, or how to deal with him ; 
you cannot with reaſon ever rely up- 
on him, ſo xnſtable he is in all bis 
ways, He is in effet a meer Child, 
all humour and giddineſs, ſomewhat 
worſe then a Beaſt, which, following 
the inſtin& of its nature, is conſtant 
and regular, and thence tractable;z or 
at leaſt ſo untratable, that no man 
will be deceived in meddling with him. 

| Nothing 
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Nitil et tam Nothing therefore can be more unman- 
occupatum , Iy then ſuch a perſon , nothing can be, 


tam multifor- ore unpleaſant then to have to doe 
me , tot ac 


tam varis With him. 
affedibus | 
conciſum atque laceratum, quam mala mens. Quint. 12. I. 


But a Pious man , being ſteddily go- | | 
Oi emeixeis yerned by Conſcience, and a regard to | | 
_ 2. Certain Principles, doth both under- 
a, on 1 ſtand himfelf, and is intelligible to 0- 
e:7Y 31s thers : he preſently deſcrieth what in a- 
@s Err” 7 - 
Tt{7uy wires NY Caſe he is to doe, and can render an 
39.7% Pei. account of his afting : you may know | 
04:3) him clearly, and afluredly tell what he 
&ap ze W1ll doe, and may therefore fully con- 


—_— fide in him. 
9.6 * What thereforeLaw and Government 
| are to the publick, things neceffary to 
preſerve the world in order , peace and 

ſafety, ( that men may know what to 

doe, and diſtinguiſh what is their own,) 

that is Piety to each man's private ſtate, 

and to ordinary converſation : it freeth 

a man's own lite from diſorder and di- 

traction ; it prompteth men how to be- | - 

have themſelves toward one another | * 

with ſecurity and confidence. | 

This it doth by confining our prac- | 

tice within ſettled bounds : but this ad- | 

vantage appeareth greater , conſidering 

that 
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that the Rules which it preſcribeth are 
the beſt that can be. Such they muſt 
needs be, as proceeding from infallible 
Wiſedom and immenſe Goodneſs ; being 
indeed no other then Laws which the 
All-wiſe and moſt gracious Lord and Ma- 


ker of the world, out of tender kindneſs . 


pleaſed to enact and declare. What of 
old he ſaid to the {/raelztes, concerning 
their Laws, may with greater advantage 


be applied to thoſe which ſhould regu- 


late our lives z And now, Iſrael, what Deur.1o. 12; 


doth the Lord thy God require of thee , 
but to fear the Lord thy God, to walk in all 
his ways, and to love him, and to ſerve 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
all thy ſoul To keep the Commandments 
of the Lord , and his Statutes, which 
I command thee this day for thy good? 
(For thy good, that was the deſign of 
their being commanded, thereto the ob- 
ſervance of them did tend. ) And that 
commendation which by the Levites in 
Nehemiah is given to that , doth more 


| Clearly and fully agree to the Chriſtian 
(general and perfe&) inſtitution ; Thoy Neh- 9. 13. 


cameſt down from mount Sinai , and ſpa- 
keſt with them from heaven, and gaveſt 
| then 


- | to-his ſubjects and creatures, with eſpe- 
| cial regard to our welfare , hath been 


p_ 


13. 
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them right judgments, and true laws, 
ood ſtatutes and commandments. And, 


Rom. 7. 12. The Law (faith the Apoſtle Paul) is ho- 


ly, the commandment is holy, juſt, and 
good : as ſuch it is recommended to us 
by its Authour, ſo we Chriſtians are by 
many great Arguments aſſured that it is, 
and that it is ſuch even our natural rea- 
ſon difareth ; ſo (as tothe chief inſtan- 
ces thereof ) the moſt wiſe and ſober men 
always have acknowledged , fo the pe- 


neral conſent doth avow, and ſo even | 


common expertence doth atteſt. For, 
heartily to love and reverence the Mx 
ker of all things, who by every thing 
apparent before us demonſtrateth him- 


| ſelf incomprehenſibly powerfull, wiſe, 


and good, to be kind and charitable to 
our ay og be juſt and faithfull 
in our dealings, to be ſober and modeſt 
in our minds, to be meek and gentle 11 
our demeanours, to be ſtaunch and teny 
perate 1n our enjoyments, and the ke 
principal rules of duty , are fach, that 
the common reafon of men and contt- 
nual experience do approve them, # 
hugely conducible to the publick good 
of men, and to each man's private web 
fare. So notoriouſly beneficial they ap- 


| pear, that for the juſtification of them 


wc 
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we might appeal even to the judgment 
and conſcience of thoſe perſons who are 
moſt concerned to derogate from, them. 
For hardly can any man be ſo ſenſeleſs or 
ſo lewd , as ſeriouſly to diſapprove or 
condemn them, as inwardly to blame or 
ſlight thoſe who truly act according to' 
them. The Will of men ſometimes may 
be ſo depraved,. that diflolute perſons 
wantonly and heedleſfsly may ſcoff at, and 
ſeem to diſparage goodneſs 3 that good 
men by very bad men for doing well 
may be envied and hated : (their being 
ſo treated 1s commonly an argument of 
the goodneſs of their perſons and of their 
ways: ) but the Underſtanding of men 
can hardly be ſo corrupted, that Piety, 
Charity, Juſtice, Temperance, Meekneſs 
can in good earneſt confiderately by any 
man be diſallowed, or that perſons appa- 
rently praciſing them can be deſpiſed ; 


but rather, in ſpite of all contrary preju- 


dices and diſaffetions, ſuch things and 
ſuch perſons cannot but in judgment and 
heart be eſteemed by all men. The luſtre 
of them by a natural and neceſſary effica- 


cy (likethat.of Heaven'sglorious light ) 
dazzleth the fight, and charmeth the ſpi- 


'rits of all men living; the beauty of them 


rrefiſtibly conquereth and commandeth 
| in 
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in the apprehenſtons of. men : the more 
they are obſerved, the more uſefull and 
needfu}] they appear for the good of 
men ; all the fruits which grow from 
the obſervance of them being to all 
mens taſte very pleaſant, to all mens ex- 
perience very wholeſome. Indeed, all 
the good whereby common lite 1s ador- 
ned, 1s ſweetned, 1s rendred pleaſant and | 
deſirable , doth ſpring thence ; all the 
miſchiefs which infeſt particular men ;, 
and which diſturb the world , palpably 
do ariſe from the tranſgreſſion or negle&t 
thereof. 
It we look on a perſon ſticking to 
thoſe Rules, we ſhall perceive him to 
have a chearfull mind and compoſed paſs 
fions, to be at peace within and fatisfied 
with himſelf; to live in comely order , 
in good repute, in fair correſpondence 
and firm concord with his neighbours. 
It we mark. what preſerveth the body 
found and -lJuſty , what keepeth the 
mind vigorous and brisk ,- what faveth 
and improveth.. the eſtate, what up- 
holdeth the good name, what guardeth 
and graceth a man's whole life ; it 1s no- 
thing elte but proceeding in our demea- 
nour and dealings according to the ho- 
neſt and wiſe Rules of Piety. If we 
VIeW 
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view a place. where theſe commonly in 
good meaſure are obſerved, we ſhall dif- 
cern, that Peace and Profperity do flou- 
riſh there z that all things proceed on 
ſweetly and fairly 3 that men generally 
drive on converſation and commerce to- 
gether contentedly, delightfully, advan- 
tageouſly, yielding friendly advice and 
aid mutually, ſtriving to render one a- 
nother happy 3 that few clamours or 
complaints are heard there, few con- 
tentions or ſtirrs do appear, few diſa- 
ſters or tragedies do occurre 3 that ſuch 
a place hath indeed much of the face , 

much of the ſubſtance of Paradiſe. 
But if you mind a perſon who neglec- 
teth them, you will find his mind galled 
with ſore remorſe , racked with anxi- 
ous fears and doubts, agitated with ' 
ſtorms of paſſion and luſt, living in diſ- 
order and diſgrace, jarring with others, 
and no lefs difſatisfied with himſelf. If 
you obſerve what doth impgir the 
health, doth weaken and fret the mind, 
doth waſte the eſtate, doth blemiſh the 
reputation, doth expoſe the whole life 
to danger and trouble ; what is it but 
thwarting theſe good Rules ? If you con- 
fider a place where theſe are much neg- 
lected, it will appear like a "— 
G ot 
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of ſavage Beaſts, or a ſty of foul Swine, 
Or a hell of curſed Fiends 3 full of roa- 
ring: and tearing, of factions and fewds, 
of diſtractions and: confuſions, of pitifull 
objects, of dolefull moans, of tragical 
events. Men are there wallowing in 
filth ; wildly revelling , bickering and 
141 ſquabbling, defaming, circumventing, | 
mw diſturbing and vexing one another 3 as | 
1108 | if they, attected nothing more then to | 
\| render one another as miſerable as they | 
we can. lt is from luſt and luxury, from am- 
bition and avarice, from envy and ſpite, 
and the like diſpoſitions, which Religi- | 
on chiefly doth interdi& , that all ſuch 
horrid miſchiefs do ſpring. | 
In fine, the Precepts of Religion are 
no other, then fuch as Phyſicians would 
preſcribe for the health of our Bodies, 
as Politicians would avow needfull for 
the peace of the State, as Epicureaz Phi- 
. Ioſophers do recommend for the tran- 
_ quillity of our Mind, and pleaſure of our 
F10 Ives; flich as common reaſon diftateth, 
W.- and daily trial ſheweth conducible to 
| our welfare in all reſpects: which con- 
ſequently, were there no law exa&ing 
them of us, we ſhould in wiſedom chule 
to obſerve, and voluntarily impoſe on 
our {elves, confefling them to be fit mat- 
ters 
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ters of law, as moſt advantageous and 
_ requiſite to the good (general and par- 
ticular ) of mankind. So. that what 
Phatarch reporteth Solo to have ſaid , 
that he had /o frat has Laws to the Ci- 
tzens, that all of them might clearly per- 
cerve, that to obſerve them was more for 
their _ an intereſt , then to violate 
them, is far more true concerning the 


Drvine Laws. 


H. We may conſider more particular- 
ty , that Piety yieldeth to the praQtiſer 
all kind of intertour Content, Feace, 
and Joy ; freeth him from all kinds of 
diſatifation , regret , and diſquiet 5 
which is an ineſtimably great advantage: 
for certainly the Happineſs and Miſery 
of men are wholly or chiefly feated and 
founded in the Mind. If that is in a 
good ſtate of health, reſt and chearful- 
neſs, what-ever the perſon's outward 
condition or circumſtances be, he. can- 
not be wretched : if that be diſtempe- 
red or diſturbed, he cannot be happy. 


For what if a man ſeem very poor; if 


he ' be abundantly ſatisfied in his own 
poſtefiions and enjoyments? What if he 
taſteth not the pleaſures of ſenſe ; if he 


enjoyeth purer and ſweeter delights of 


G 2 | mind? 


03 


Plut. in Sol, 


Prov. x8.; 4+ 
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mind 2 What if tempeſts of fortune ſar- 
round him; if his mind be calm and 
ſerene > What if he have few or no 


friends; if he yet be throughly in peace 


and-amity with himſelf, and can de- 
lightfully converſe with his own 
thoughts > What if men ſlight, cenſure, 
or reviſe him ; if he doth value his own 
ſtate, doth approve his own adtions , 
doth acquit himſelf of blame in his 
own conſcience ? Such external contin- 
gencies can ſurely no more prejudice a 
man's real Happineſs, then winds bluſte- 
ring abroad can harm or trouble him 
that abideth in a good room within 
doors, then ſtorms and fluquations at 
ſea can moleſt him who ſtandeth firm 
upon the ſhore. On the other hand, the 
greateſt affluence of ſeeming goods will 
avail nothing, if real content of mind 
be wanting. For what will the higheſt 
eminence of outward ſtate import to 
him that is dejedted in his own conceit? 
What if the world court and blefs him, 
or if all people do admire and applaud 
him ;\ if he be diſpleaſed with. if he con- 
demneth, if he deſpiſeth himſelf? What 
if the weather look fair and bright 
without, if ſtorms rage 1n his breaſt, if 


black clouds do overcaſt his Soul? 
What 
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while ſore remorſe doth ſting him, or uimy 34- 
, |  Paroidg & 
him? o & 4. 
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Now that from the practice of Reli- 
gion , and from it alone , ſuch inward 
content and pleaſure do ſpring 3 that it 
_ onely miniſtreth reaſon of content, and 
diſpoſeth the mind to enjoy it 3 that it 
extirpateth the grounds and roots of 
diſcontent ; that it is the onely mother 
of true, ſober alacrity and tranquillity 
of mind, will, npon conſidering things, 
be maniteſt. , | 

There is no other thing here in this 
world that can yield any ſolid or ſtable 
content to our mind. For all preſent 
enjoyments are tranſient and evanid ; Prov. 27. 24; 
and of any future thing, in this king- 
dom of change and contingencie, there 
can be no aſſurance. There is nothing 
below large enough to fill our vaſt ca- Prov. 29. 20. 
pacitics, or to ſatiate our boundleſs de- 
| G 3 fires, 
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ſires, or to appeaſe our ſqueamiſh dejj- 
cacy. There 1s nothing whoſe ſweetneſs 
we do not preſently exhauſt and ſuck | 

dry 3 whereof thence we do not foon | 
grow weary, quite loathing, or faintly 
liking it. There is not any thing which 
is not ſlippery and fleeting 3 fo that we 
can for a long time hope to poſlets it , 
or for any time can enjoy it, without 
reſtleſs care in keeping it, and anxious 
fear of lofing it. Nothing there 1s, in 
the purſuance, the cuſtody, the defence 
and maintenance whereof we are. not 
liable to diſappointments and croles, 
Nothing confequently there 1s Profle: 
tive of any ſound content to the faſti- 


dious , impatient , greedy and reſtleſs 


heart of man. The greateſt confluence 
of preſent, corporeal, ſecular things (of 
all the health, the riches, the digntY, | 
the power, the friendſhips and depen- | 
dences, the wit, the learning and wiſe- | 
dom, the reputation and renown in this 
world )) :will not afford much of it; 
which yet. is but an imaginary ſuppoſtti- 
on ; for in effe& hardly do all fuch ac- 
commodations of life concutre in any 
ſtate. There is ever ſome dead fly in our 
box, which marreth our 9iztmert ; ſome 
adherent inconvenience, which _—_ 
CL an... the 
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the guſt of our enjoyments : there1s al- 
ways ſome good thing abſent, which we 
do want or long for 5 ſome 11] thing pre- 
ſent, or in proſpe&t, which we ab- 
horre, would avoid, do fear may come. 
If therefore we would find content, we 
muſt not ſeek it here 3 we muſt want 1t, 
or have it from another world : it muſt 
come hither from Heaven, and thence 
onely Piety can fetch 4t down. This, 
in ftead of theſe unſatisfying, uncertain 
and unſtable things, ſuppheth us with 
goods adequate to ourmolt outſtretched 
withes, infallibly ſure, inceſſantly dura- 


| ble; ar indefe@ible treaſure , 4# incor @nowegs 


ruptible inheritance, an unſhakable King- 
dome, a perfeQ& and endleſs joy, capable 


&yExAc77 op, 
XKAnggvouiay 
8 ( 5 apI3zpov ” 
to repleniſh the vaſteſt-heart : which he £2 a- 


that hath a good title to, or a confident onAgulep- 


? hope of, how can he be otherwiſe then 


4 extremely pleaſed, then fully content ? 
| It affureth the favour and friendſhip of 
God, of him that is abſolute Lord and 
diſpoſer of all things: the which hethat 


hath , and confideth in, what can he 


want or wiſh more ? what can he fear ? 
what .can annoy or diſmay him ? what 
can hap to him worthy to be deemed 
evil or ſad? What is Poverty to him, 
tor whom Gad is concerned to provide? 

| G 4 What 
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What is Diſgrace to him, that hath the 
regard and approbation of God > What 
is Danger to him, whom God contjnu- 
ally. proteeth 2? What can any Diſtreſs 
work on him, whom God doth comfort, | 
and will relieve > What is any thing to | 
him, who is ſenſible that all things are | 
purpoſely diſpoſed to him by that Wiſc- | 
dom which perfe&ly knoweth ' what is ? 
beſt, by that Goodneſs which entirely 
loveth him ? In fine, he that 1s conſcious 
tohimſelf of being well-affe&ed in mind, 
and alting the beſt way , who is fatif- 
fied in the ſtate of his Soul, ſecure from | 
God's diſpleaſure , and hopefull of. his | 
favour, what can make any grievous in- 
preſſion on him 2 What other affection; 
then ſich as are moſt gratefull and plea 
fant can lodge in his Soul? Joy and 
Peace have natural ſeeds in ſuch a mind, 
and neceſſarily muſt ſpring up there: | 
( in proportion ,'I' mean ,” and accor- 
ding to the degrees of Picty reſident 
—_— 1 ROY 

| The Fpicureans did conceit and boaſt, 
that having by their Atheiſtical explica- 
tions of natural effets, and common e- 
vents here, diſcarded the belief and dread 
of Religion, they had laid a ſtrong four 
dation for tranquillity of mind, had dri- 
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ven away all the cauſes of grief and fear, 
ſo that nothing then remained trouble- 
ome - or terrible unto us ; and conſe- 
quently, What, ſaid they, could forbid, 
but that we ſhould be entirely conten- 
ted, glad and happy? ——Nos ex4quat 
vitoria clo No God then ſurely could 
be more happy then we. But heir at- 
temptin many reſpects was vain and lame. 
They preſumed of a victory which it is 
impoſlible to obtajn : and ſuppoſing 
they had got it , their triumph would 
not have | ob ſo glorious, their ſucceſs 
would not have been ſo great, as. they 
pretended. For ſeeing no Epicurear 
Diſcourſe can baffle the potent. argu- 
ments which perſuade Religion 3 (thoſe 
arguments which the vulible conſtituti- 
on of Nature, the current Tradition of 
all Ages, the general Conſent of men, 
the pregnant atteſtations of Hiſtory. and 
Experience concerning ſupernatural and 
miraculous events do afford 3 ). ſince the 
Being and Providence of God have 
proofs ſo clear and valid, that no ſubtle- 
ty of man can ſo far eyade them, as not 
to be ſhaken with them, as wholly to 


\ be freed from doubt and ſuſpicion of 


their truth ; ſince there can beno means 
of evincing the negative part in thoſe 
" | queſti- 
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queſtions to be true or probable 3 it is 
tmpoſible that any conſidering man, in 
this eauſe ngainſtReligion, ſhould _ 
poſe himſelf to have acquired an abſo- 
lute and ſecure victory 3 or that he 
ſhould reap ſabftantial frurt of comfort 
thence. It cannot be, that any man 
ſhould enjoy any perfe& quiet, without 
ating ſo as to get ſome good hope of 
avoiding thoſe dreadfull miſchiefs, which 
Religion threatneth to the tranſgreſ- 
ſours of ns Precepts. Were there indeed 
but reaſon enough to ſtir, if not to ftag- 
ger, an Infidel ; were it ſomewhat du- 
bious whether, yea, were it great odds 
that there are not: reſerved any puniſh- 
ments for impiety, as indeed there is, if 
not the perfecteſt affurance imaginable, 
yet vaſt advantage on the contrary Tide; 
were there but any ſmall reaſon for a 
Judgment to come, as there are appa- 
rently very many and great ones; had 
molt men conſpired m denying Provi- 
dere, as ever generally they have con- 
tented-in avowing it z were there a pre- 
tence | of miracles for eſtabliſhing the 
Mortahty and Tmpunity of Souls, as 
there have been numberleſs , ftrongly 
teſtifted by good witneſſes and preat e- 
vents, to confirmthe oppofite doctrines; 
- did 
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did moſt wiſe and ſober men judge in 
favour of Irreligion, as commonly they 
ever . did .and {till do otherwiſe : yet 
wiſedom would require that men ſhould 
chuſe to be pious, fince otherwiſe no 
man can- be. throughly ſecure. -It is a 
wildneſs, not to . the leaſt pol 
fibility of incurring fuch horrible mil- 
chiefs : any hazzard of ſuchamportance 
cannot but ſtartle a man-1n -his wits.. T'o 
be in the leaſt obnoxious to eterhal 
Torments, if men would think upon. it 
as. men, ( that 1s, as rational and pro- 
vident creatures, ) could not but. dif 
' turb them. And indeed ſo it is in expe» 
- nience : for what-ever they {ay or ſeen, 
all Atheifts and profane menare inward+ 
ly ſuſpicious and fearfall; they care ndt 
to dy, and wonld gladly ſcape the 'traal 
of what ſhall:-follow death. -.But let-ng 
rant or imagine the Epicxreax {ucce6- 
Il as he -could with in this enterprize 
of ſubduing Rehgion: yet'except thexe- 
with he can alſo trample down Reaſbn, 
new mould hymane nature, ſibjugate 
all natural appetites and paſſions, alter 
the ſtate of things here, and transform 
the world , he will yet in greateſt part 
fail of his conceited adyantages'; very 
ſhort be will fall of triumphing in a _ 
tente 
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Kon tempe- 
ate vexor, 
ſed nauſed. 
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tented and quiet mind. That which 
accrueth thence will at moſt beno more 
then ſome negative content, ' or a parti- 
al indolency, ariſing from his being re- 


ſcued from ſome particular cares and | 


fears 3 which exceedeth not - the tran- 


quillity of a beaſt , or the ſtupidity of | 
one that is out of his ſenſes : that 1s all | 
he can claim, which yet is more then he | 


can ever compaſs. For he cannot he ag 
a Beaſt, or a meer-Sot, if he would: 
Reafon, reflecting on preſent evils, 


and boding others future, will affli& | 
him 3 his own unſatiable defires, una- | 
voidable fears and untameable paſlions | 


will diſquiet him. Were the other 
world quite out of his faith or his 
thought , yet this world would yield 
trouble ſufficient to render him void of 
any ſteddy reſt, or ſolid joy. All men 
ever have, and ever wyll complain, that 
the burthens, croſſes, fatieties of this 
life, do much ſurpaſs the conveniences 
and comforts of it. So that, were no 0- 
ther to be expetted or feared, this of it 
ſelf would become grievous and nauſe- 
ous 3 we ſhould foon have enough or 
too much of it, without a ſupport and 
ſupply from other-where. In the largeſt 
affluence of things, in the deepeft calm 
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of our ſtate, we are apt to nauſeate, 
and are weary even of onr proſperity it 
lf; the which indeed commonly hath 
ingredients not onely ſomewhat unſa- 


| | voury, but very bitter and loathſome. 


We may adde , that had thoſe profane 
attempters _ baniſhed Religion, they 
with it muſt have driven away all the 
benefits and comforts of. it : which, e- 


ven ſuppoſing them but imaginary, are 


yet the greateſt which common life doth 


need, or can deſire: with it they would 


ſend packing Juſtice, Fidelity, Charity, 


Sobriety, and all folid Vertue, things 
which cannot firmly ſubſiſt without 
Conſcience : which being gone , hu- 
mane life would be the moſt diſorderly, 
moſt unſafe, moſt wretched and con- 
temptible thing that can be 3 nothing 
but | infipid and flaſhy ſenfſualities 


| would be left behind to comfort a man 
| with; and thoſe hardly any man ( by 


reaſon of competitions and contentions 
for them , no-wile reſtrainable ) could 


enjoy quietly, or ſafely. It is therefore 


oe alone, which, by raiſing hopes of 


' bleflings and joys incomparably ſuperi- 


our to any here, that cannot be taken 
from us, can lay any ground of true 
content, of ſubſtantial and poſitive con- 
tent 3 
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 vexatious paſſions, but im employing | 


Rom. 14.17. 


Matt.1Y. 28. 


Iſa. 26. Zo 
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tent ; ſack} as confifteth not onely jþ | 
removing the objeds and cauſes of | 


7-0 


the moſt pleafant affeions (love, hope] 


Jjoy,) with a delightfull 'complacence 
upor their proper and moſÞ-noble on | 
jeas. The Kigdom of God ( and that 


onely, no-other Kingdom hath that > 
vilege ) conſrſteth in righteonſneſs (firſt 
then 1m ) peace and ſpiritual joy. No 
Philofopher, with truth and reaſon, can 
make that overture to us which our 
Lord doth 3 Come unto ms, alt ye that ar: 
weary and heavy laden, and ye ſhall fond 
reſt to your ſouls. Ont of Religion there 
can be no Aphoriſm pretended like to 
that of the Prophet, Thox ſhalt keep him 


im perfe# peace, whoſe mind is ſtayed on | 


thee: 

If mdeed we diftindtly ſurvey all the 
grounds and fources of Content, it will 
appear that Religion onely can afford it. 

Doth 1t reſult from a welt governing 


_ and ordering our Paſſions > Then it is 


platn, that onely a pious' man 1s capable 
thereof; for Picty onely can effe& that: 
It alone, with the powerfull aid of Di- 
vine Grace, doth guide our paſſions by 


exaQt rules, doth fet them upon worthy | 


objetts, doth temper and tune them m 


juſt 
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juſt bennenys d wa hag 
ly curb and check them, .. 
=s rightly corre& and re- rk Los 
form them. This no bare leris compos fuerit, ſolicits- 
Reafon ( which naturally is een. 
ſo dimme and fo feeble tn guerur. Quit. as. w—” 
man ) can atchieve : much 
le6 can Unreaſonableneſs doe 1t, which 
1s ever prevalent 1n religious perſons. 
Their Paſſions do ever run wildly and 
at randome, in no good pace, within no 
yep compals, toward the meaneſt and 
aſeſt objects; whence they can have 
no reſt or quiet in thew minds As they 
ae conſtantly offending, fo . 
will they ever be puniſhing 1; «#, gum quid ſib! as 
themſelves, with inteſtine ſ-diſplicer. Sen. Ep. 42. 
broils and contlids, with | Po my _ ; 
diflatisfactions and regrets. 
Hence, There is no peace to the wicked. 11, 48. 22. 
Ie is like the troubled ſea, which cannot 51-20 
reſt, God (as S. Auſtine ſpeaketh) hath Dew juſſit, 
FB ow OL" ita eft, Si- 
ſaid it , and ſo it is, Every inordinate © "*.S! 


Mala. mens — cm infi- 


wind & a puniſbment 10 it of —w&£& en no 
Doth Content ſpring from 2 hearty nat ant- 


. . ms. Au 
approbation of, or a complacence in a corf. F 


man's own actions; from reflexion that 
he conſtantly doth act according to rea- 
fon and wiſedom, to juſtice and duty > 
Then can the pious man alone pretend 

| tO 


to it, who knoweth that he walketh 


offenſively toward God and man; that he © 


Fifi ſapienti confulteth his own beſt intereſt and wel- 


ſua nen pla- 
cent + omnis 


fare ; that aſſuredly'nobad conſequence 


flultitia 1abo- can attend his unblameable behaviour 
rat faftidio that moſt wiſe men have declared their 


ſat. Sen. 
Ep. $ 


Tie. To S. 6, 


approbation of his proceedings; that if 
he prove in his chief defign miſtaken , 


yet no miſchief can thence befall him; 


yea, that he is not thereby quite diſap- 
pointed, ſeeing even much preſent fati{- 
faction and convenience do ariſe up to 
him from his praQice. : 

Doth Content grow from a ſound and 
healthfull conſtitution of Soul ? It 1s the 
pious man alone that hath that , whoſe 
mind is clear from diſtempers of vice 
and paſſion. The impious man 1s infirm, 
out of order, full of diſeaſe and pain, 
according to the Prophet's deſcription 
of him; The whole head 3s ſich, and 
the whole heart faint: From the ſole of 


the foot even unto the head there is m- 


ſoundneſs in it, but wounds, and bruiſes, 


and putrefying ſores. 
Doth Content ariſe ſpecially from 


good ſucceſs in our attempts, or from 


proſperous events befalling us? Then tt. 


1s the pious man who is moſt capable 


thereof : for he onely 1s ſecure , that 
what 
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ally ſuch to him, as meant for his good 


| by the Divine Goodneſs, as tendin 


thereto by the guidance of infallible 


Wiſedom. As he onely hath ground to 
hope for ſucceſs, becauſe he confideth in 
God, becauſe he dutifully ſeeketh God's 
help, becauſe God is favourably diſpo- 
ſed toward him, becauſe God ordereth 


bis ſteps, becauſe God is by promiſe en- 


oaped to bleſs him , becauſe he is con- 


| ſcious of intentions to render God 


thanks and praiſe for it, to employ his 
ſucceſs-to God's honour and ſervice : fo 
he onely can be ſatisfied with the ap- 


| pearance of ſucceſs, being able with af- 
ſurance to ſay after S. Paul, We know rom. 8. 28: 


that. to thoſe who love God all things co- 
operate for good. 

_ Is ſecurity from danger, from trouble, 
from want , from all evil , a ſource or 
matter of Content ? It certainly doth 


attend the pious man 3 God being his 


elpecial Proteftour, his Comforter, his 


Purveyour. There ſhall no evil befall the Prov. 12. 215 

Joſe: There ſhall no plague come near his Pal. g1. 10. 

welling. God keepeth all his bones , not Pal. 34. 20, 

| 92e of thers 3s broken. He delivereth the 

righteous out of their troubles. The deſire prov. xo. 24, 

of the righteous ſhall be granted. There 3s val. 34. 9, 
H 
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20 want to them that fear God. Sodo the | 
Holy Oracles affure us. _ NF 
Doth Contentednefs ſpring from ſuf. | 
ieney, real or apprehended ? This ap- | 
pErtaineth peculiarly to the pious man; | 
for,having God, the Maſter of all, for kj | 
portion, he hath the richeft eſtate that | 
can be ; . he hath all that he can defite, | 
he cannot but take himſelf to have. & { 
r Tir, 6. 6, nough. Hence Godlineſs with contented: | 
meſs ( pal agmepucins, with ſufficiency ) | 
is (as S. Paul faith ) plas mph, | 
the great way of gaining. He faith it not, ' 

as ſuppoſing. Godlineſs.and Contented: 

\ Neſs to be ſeparable z but rather, as 1m | 
plying Godlineſs therefore to be moſt | 
gainfull, becauſe Sufficiency and Corr | 
tentedneſs do ever attend it. In fine, if ' 

51 cur ſas that ſaying of Sexeca be true, that, 1f to | 


«ey 
i 


* 


non videntur 


ampliima , 47y. 12an the things he poſſeſſeth do aut * 
licer rotius feerm moſt ample, although he be Maſter of [: 
_ a *. the whole World, he is yet miſerable; | 
men miſer eſt, then aſluredly the pious man onely can | 
Sen, 2-9 be happy; forto him alone his polleſh; | 
ons can ſeem the largeſt and beſt, ſuch | 
as there can be no poſlible acceſſion to, || 
or amendment of. For nothing can be | 
greater or better then God, in whom he * 
hath a ſtedfaſt propriety, whole infinite | 
power and wiſtdom are engaged to _ | 
1M 
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kim the utmoſt good that he 1s capable 
of; . And farther, fi 

ITE Seeing we have mentioned Hap- 
pine(s , or the Summun bonum, the ut- 
moſt ſcope of humane defire., we do 
adde, that Piety doth ſurely confer it. 
Happineſs , what-ever it be , hath cer- 
tainty' an eſfential coherence with Pie- 
ty. - Theſe are reciprocal Propoſitions , 
both of them infallibly true, He that is 
pious 1s happy-3 and, He that is happy 
is. pious. No man doth undertake or 
proſecute any thing , which he doth not 
apprehend in ſome-order or degree con- 
ducing to that which all men under a 
confuſed notion regard and tend to, 
which they call Happineſs, the higheſt 
Good, the chiefeſt deſirable thing. 
But in their judgments about this thing, 
or the means of attaining it, as men diſ- 
ſent much; ſo of necefiity moſt of them 
muſt. be miſtaken. Moſt , indeed, do 
aim and ſhoot ata meer ſhadow of pro- 
fit; or at that which is very little conſi- 
derable, and: m compariſon nothing at 
all 3 which little conduceth to the per- 


tection of their nature, or the ſatisfacti- LAS TT SIN 
on of their defire. If they miſs the mark,/;- 


they are diſappointed; if they hit it ws 
3 they : -- 
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they are no leſs, and 1n effect hit no- 


thing. But what-ever this grand mat- 
ter is, 1n what-ever it confiſteth, how. 
ever it be procured ; be it the poſleſſi- 


on and fruition of ſome ſpecial choice 


goods, Or an aggregation and aftluence 


of all goods; Piety ſurely is the main | 


ingredient, and principal cauſe thereof, 
All other goods without it are inſignifi- 
cant and unuſefull thereto ; and it can- 
not be wanting, where Piety 1s. Be a 
man never 10 rich, ſo powertull, ſo lear- 
ned and knowing , ſo preſperous in his 
affairs, ſo honourable in the opinions 
and affefions of men: . yet no-wilſe hap- 
py can he be, if he 1s not pious ; being 
he wanteth the beſt goods, and 1s fub- 
ject to the worſt evils; being he wan- 


teth the love and favour of God, he ; 
wanteth peace and fatisfaction of Con- | 


ſcience, he wanteth a right enjoyment 


of preſent _— he wanteth ſecurity. 
concerning his final welfare. Be he:ne- 


ver ſo'poor, ſo low in the eyes of men, 
ſo forlorn and deſtitute of worldly con- 
vemencies ; yet if he be pious, he-can- 


not be wretched : for he hath an-inte-. * 


reſt in goods incomparably molt preci- 
ous, and is fate from all confiderable e- 
Vils; he hath a free reſort to the incx- 


hauſtible 
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hauſtible fountain of all Happineſs , he 
hath -a right to immenſe and endleſs 
Felicity, the which eminently contai- 
neth all the goods we are capable of ; 
he is poſſeſſed thereof in hope, and cer- 
tain reverſion, there 1s but a,moment to 
paſs before his complete fruition of it. 
The want of all other petty things no 
more can maim the integrity of his Fe- 
licity , then cutting the hair, or paring 
the nails, do mutilate a man : all other 
things are but ſuperfluities or excreſcen- 
cies 1n regard to the conſtitution of Kap- 
pines. What-ever happeneth, that will 
— be true, which is ſo much in- 


culcated in H. Scripture, Bleſſed zs every pc.128. 1,2. 


one that feareth the Lord, that walketh in 
his ways ; Happy ſhall he be, and it fhall 
be well with hinz. Piety is indeed fraught 
with Beatitudes, every part thereof yiel- 


deth peculiar Bleſſedneſs. To the love wart. 5. 


of God, to charity toward our neigh- 
bour, to purity of heart, to meekneſs, 
to humility, to patience, to mercifulneſs, 
to peaceableneſs Beatitude 1s aſcribed 
by our Lord, (the great Judge and Diſ- 
penſer of it.) Each religious perfor- 
mance hath happy fruits growing from 
it, and blifsfull rewards end thereto. 
All pious diſpoſitions are fountains of 

H 3 plea» 


pleaſant ſtreams, which by their cotifly- 
ence:do make up. a fyll ſea of Felicity. 


IV. It is a peculiar advantage of Bia. | 


% 


for us, worthy of us, hugely gratefull; | 


and highly beneficial to us. Man'is| a | 


very bufie and adive creature , which 


cannot live and doe nothing , whoke | 


thoughts are in reſtleſs motion , whoſe | 
deſires are ever ſtretching at ſomewhat, | 
who perpetually will be working eithet | 
good or evil to himſelf : wherefore 

greatly profitable muſt that thing be, | 
which determineth him to act well, to . 
ſpend his care and pain on that which | 
truely advantageous to him ; and that 
1s Religion onely. It alone faſtneth out | 
thoughts , atteions and endeavours, | 
upon occupations worthy the dignity of | 
our nature, ſuting the excellency of ow / 
natural capacities and endowments, tett | 


ding to the perfection and advancement | 


FREELY: ys 


of our Reaſon, to the enriching and em | 
nobling of our Souls. Sechuding that, | 
we have nothing in the world to ſtudy, / 
to affect, to purſue, not very mean and | 
below us, 'not very baſe and misbeco: 


vey 


ming us, as men of reaſon and judge 
ment, What have, we to doe but to! 


: 
$ - 
} 


ty , that it furniſheth employment;fit | 
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eat and drink, like horſes or like ſwine; 
but to ſport and play , like children or 
apesz but to bicker and ſcuffle about 
trifles and impertinencies, like idiots ? 
what, but to ſcrape or ſcramble for uſe- 
leſs pelf; to hunt after empty ſhews and 
ſhadows of honour. or the vain fancies 
and dreamsof men ? what, but to wallow 
or bask in ſordid pleaſures, the which 
ſoon degenerate into remorſe and bit- 
terneſs? To which ſort of employments 
were a man confined, what a pitifull 
thing would he be, and how inconſide- 
rable were his life 2 Were a man deſign- 
ed onely , like a flie, to.buzz about 
here for a time, ſucking in the air, and 
licking the dew , then ſoon to vaniſh 
back 1nto nothing , or to be transfor- 
med into worms; how ſorry and deſpi- 
cable a thing were he ? And fuch with- 

out Religion we ſhould be. Bur it fup- 

plieth us with buſineſs of a moſt wor- 

thy nature , and lofty importance ; it 

ſtteth us upon doing things great and 

noble as can be ; it engageth us to free 

our- minds from all fond conceits, and 
cleanſe our hearts from all corrupt af- 
tetions 3 to curb our brutiſh appetites, 
to tame our wild paſſions, to corre& our 

perverſe inclinations, to conform the 
| H 4 d1- 
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diſpoſitions of oux Soul and the ation | 
of our life to the eternal laws of righte- | 
ouſneſs and goodneſs : it putteth us up- 
on the imitation of God, and aiming at ' 
the reſemblance of his perfedions 3 up- | 
on obtaining a friendſhip, and maintai- 
ning a correſpondence” with the High | 
and Holy one ; upon fitting our mind; | 
tor converſation and fociety with the | 
wiſeſt and pureſt Spirits above ; upon | 
providing for an immortal ſtate; upon | 
the acquiſt of joy and glory everlaſting, 
It employeth us in the divineſt actions - 
of promoting Vertue, of performing be- 
neficence, of ſerving the publick, and 
doing good to all : the being exerciſed | 
in which things doth indeed render a | 
man highly conſiderable , and his lik | 
excellently valuable. 
'Tis an employment molt proper to | 
us as reaſonable men. For what more : 
proper ' entertainments ' can our mind | 
have, then to be purifying and beauts- 
fying it ſelf, to be keeping it ſelf and its | 
ſubordinate faculties in order, to be at- | 
tending upon the management -f | 
thoughts, of paſſions, of words, of ac- | 
tions depending upon its governance ? 
"Tis an employment moſt benefi 
to us: in purſuing which we greatly 
=: "on 
—__ 
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better our ſe]ves, -and improve our con- 
dition 3 we benefit and oblige others 3 
we procure ſound reputation, and ſted- 
dy friendſhips; we decline many irk- 
ſome miſchietfs and annoyances 3 we do x; $8. 2. 5 
not (like thoſe in the Prophet ) ſpend 
our labour for that which- ſatisfieth not , 
nor ſpend our mony for that which is not 
bread : for both temporal proſperity 
and eternal felicity are the wages of the 
labour which we take herein. 

 *Tis an employment molt conſtant , 


. never allowing ſloth or liſtlefneſs to 
creep in, inceſſantly buſying all our fa- 


culties with earneſt contention ; accor- 

ding to that profeſſion of S. Paul, de- 

claiing the nature thereof, Herein al- A& 24. 16. 
bony | J exerciſe my ſelf, to have a con- 

Science void of offence toward God and 

toward 1an. Whence it is called a Fight, 

and a Race, implying the continual ear- 

neſtneſs of attention and ativity which 


' 15 to be ſpent thereon. 


It is withall a ſweet and grateful] bus 
fineſs : for it is a pious man's charaGter, 
that he delighteth greatly in God's com- vial. n12. x. 


 mandments ;, that the commandments are 1 Joh. s.3. 


ot grievors to him; that it is his neat Joh. 4+ 34: 


and drink to doe God's will ; that God's Pi, 119. 103; 


words (or precepts) are ſweeter then ho- 
ny 
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| Prov: 3: 17. ny to Bis raft 5 that the Ways of religious 
— * Wifeddwn ave ways of pleaſwietheſs, and al 
Nm poreſt Her paths 'are peace. Wheteas all other 
cuiquam ſem- &ryployttients are weariſome, and ſoon 


er 4 4%. becorne Ioathſome : this, the farther we 


rum. Sen.20. Proceed In it, the more pleaſant and fa- 
-=r "ry tixfactory it groweth. There is perpetu- 
hominibus al matter of'v ictory over bad inclina- 
_ .* tions peſtering us within , and ſtrong 
juvarent,. Temptations aflailing us without: which 
Quint. 1.12: to combat hath much delight 3 to ma- 


fter, 'breedeth unexpreſfible content. 
The fenſe allo of God's love, the influ- 
ences of his grace and comfort commu- 


nicated in the performances of devoti- 
_ on and all duty, the fatisfattion of good 
Conſcience, the aſſured hope of reward, 
the fotetaſts of future bliſs., do ſeaſon 
and ſeeten all the labours taken, all the 
difficulties undergone therein. 


In fine, the bare light of Nature hath 


diſcerned, that were it not for ſuch mat- 

ters as theſe to ſpend a man's care and 

pains upon, this would be a lamentable 

| world to live in. There was, for in- 

-* - ſtance, an Emperour great and mighty 
' __ as ever did wield ſcepter upon earth , 
Whole excellent Vertue, coupled with 

- wiſedom, ( inferiour, perhaps, to none 

that any man ever without ſpecial inſpi- 

ration 
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ration hath been endowed with ) did 
qualifie him with moſt advantage to ex- 


arhine”, and tightly to judge of things 


here; who, notwithſtanding allthecon- 


veniencies which his Royal eſtate and 
well-ſettled profperity might afford , 
( the which ſurely he 'had fully taſted 
and tried, ) did yet thus expreſs his 


thoughts 3 Ti po: Civ ov noma revs Dr- 


@v, 1 Te gvolzs xiv 5 What doth it concern 
ze to live it: a world void of God, or 


void of Providence To govern the 


greateſt Empire that ever was, in the 
deepeſt calm ; to enjoy the largeſt at- 
fluences of wealth, of ſplendour, of re- 
ſpect, of pleaſure; to be loved, to be 
dreaded, to be ſerved, tobe adored by 
ſo many nations 3 to have the-whole ci- 


M. Ant. II. 
H.(GV1.10. 


vil World obſcquious to his will and 


nod ; all theſe things ſeemed vain and 
idle, not worthy of a man's regard, affec- 
tion, or choice, in caſe there Were no 
God to worſhip, no Providence to ob- 


ſerve, no Piety to be exerciſed. So lit- 


tle worth the while conmon Rnſe hath 
adjudged it to live without Religion. 


 V. Itis a confiderable benefit of Pi- 
ety, that it affordeth the beſt Friend- 
{bips, and ſweeteſt Society. Man is wo 
| | | me 
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Wallizs boni med for Society, and cannot live welt: 
fine ſocio ju- without it ;;;, many of his faculties would 
and of: 1, uſeleſs, many of his appetites would 
Ep. 6. reſt unſatisfied 1n ſolitude. To have a 
Ur alia” friend wiſe and able, honeſt and good, 
innata dulce- unto whom upon all occaſions we may 
_— have recourſe'for advice, for afiiſtence, 
#p. 9. for conſolation, is a great convenience 
of life : and this benefit we owe to Re- 
ligion, which ſupplieth us with various 
Friendſhips of the beſt kind, moſt bene- 
ficial and moſt (weet unto us. 

It maketh God our Friend, a Friend 
infinitely better then all friends , moſt 
affectionate and kind, moſt faithfull and 

Prov. 12.2. ſure, moſt able, moſt willing, and ever 
Pal. 34..15- moſt ready to perform all friendly offi- 
wb 9. & CES, to yield advice in all our doubts, 
7-28. fuccour in all our needs, comfort in all 
T7 ar troubles, ſatisfaction to all our de- 
fires. Unto him it miniſtreth a free ad- 

dreſs upon all occaſions; with him it al- 

loweth us cantinyally a moſt ſweet and 

pleaſant intercqurſe. The pious man 

hath always the All-wiſe God to coun- 

{el him, to guide his aftions, and order 


his ſteps 3 he hath the All-mighty to pro- 


tet, ſupport and relieve him ; he hath. 


the 1mmenſe Goodneſs ta commilerate 
and comfort him: unto him he is nat 
ones 
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onely encouraged, but obliged to re- 
fort in need; upon him he may , he 
| ought to diſcharge all his cares and bur- 
| thens. 148 
+ | It conſequently doth engage all crea- 
tures in the world to be our friends, or 
inſtruments of good to us, according to 
their ſeveral capacities, by the direction 
and diſpoſal of God. All the ſervants 
of our great Friend will, in compliance 
to him, be ſerviceable to us, Thou ſhalt Job s. 23- 
be in league with the ſtones of the field , 
and the beaſts of the field ſhall be at peace 
with thee : So Job's friend promiſeth 
him upon condition of Piety. And God 
himſelf confirmeth that promiſe, [2 that Hof, 2. 18. 
day (faith he 1n the Prophet) will I make 
a covenant for them with the beaſts of the 
field, and with the fowls of heaven, and 
with the creeping things of the ground. 
And again, Wher thou paſſeſt through the a. 43-2. 
waters, 1 will be with thee 5 and through 
the rivers , they ſhall not overflow thee - 
when thou walkeſt through the fire, thou 
ſhalt not be burnt; neither ſhall the flame 
kindle upon thee, And, The ſun ſhall not Pal. 121. 6. 
ſmite thee by day, nor the moon by night. 
Thou ſhalt tread upon the lion and adder, Pal. gt. 13. 
the young lion and the dragon ſhalt thou 
trample under foot. They ſhall take up Mark 16.18, 


ſcor- 
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ſcorpions 5 aud if the 'y drink any deadly 
thing, it ſhall not hurt them - (0 our 
Lord promiſed to his Diſciples. ) Not 


Deur. 28.12, onely the Heavens ſhall diſpenſe their 


kindly influences, and' the Earth yield 
her plentifull. ſtores, and all the Ele- 
ments diſcharge their natural and ordi= 
nary good offices 3 nor onely the tame | 
and ſociable creatures {hall upon this 
condition faithfully ſerve us ; but even 
the moſt wild, moſt frerce, moſt rave- 
nous, moſt venomous creatures ſhall, if 
there be need, prove friendly and help- 
tall, or atleaſt harmleſs, to us.: as. were | 


x King. 17.6. the Ravensto E/zas, the Lions to: Dani. '. 


Pſal. 34. 7. 


OI, 11, 


Heb, 1. 14. 


el, the Viper to: S. Pal, the Fire to the 
Three Childre. 1 
But eſpecially Piety doth procure the | 
friendſhip of the good Angels; that puif. 
ſant hoaſt of glorious and happy Spirits: 
they all do tenderly love the pious per- 
ſon; they are ever ready. to ſerve and doe 
him good, to. protect him from danger, 
to aid him in his undertakings, to re- 
{cue him. from miſchicfs. What an ho-. 
nour, What a bleſſing is. this , to have 
ſuch an innumerable company. of noble 
Friends ( the Courtiers and Favourites 
of Heaven) deeply concerned, and con-« 


{tantly vigilant tor our welfare ? 
. It 
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It alſo engageth the bleſſed Saints in 
lory , the Spirits of men perfeFed, the 
Church of the firſt-born , to bear deareſt 
affection tous, to further our proſperity 
with their good wiſhes, and earneſt 
prayers, mightily prevalent with God. 
It rendreth all ſortsof men our friends. 
To good men it uniteth us in holy 


4 
\ 


communion; the communion of bro- 

therly charity and hearty good will, at- 

tended with all the good offices they are 

able to perform : to other men it re- 
concileth and endeareth us ; for that in- 

nocent and inoffenfive, courteous and 
benign, charitable and deneficent de- 
meanour , ( ſuch as Piety doth require 

and produce ) are apt to conclliate re- 

ſpec and affection from the worſt men. 

For, Vincit malos pertinax bonitas 5 men Sen. de Be- 
hardly can perſiſt enemies to him whom nef. 7. 21s 
they. perceive to be their friend : and _ 


ſuch the pious man in diſpoſition of i ſibi. 4. 


mind, and in effe&, when occaſion ſer- NN 


veth, is toward all men ; being ſenfible cum omnibus 
of his obligation to love all men, and, #* . Sn 
4s he hath opportunity, to doe good to all Gal, 6, 10, 
men. It allureth, and more ſtrictly en- 9; ami 5- 
deareth our friends to us. For, as it ma- 4s 4246- 
keth us hearty, faithfull, conſtant friends x 8. ms 
to others ; fo it reciprocally tieth orhers 


to 


———— O_o 
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to us In the like ſincerity and faſtneſs of 
good will. 


Prov. 26.79, It reconcileth enemies. For, whey 2 


man's ways do pleaſe the Lord , he ma- 
heth his enemies to be at peace with him, 
It hath a natural efficacy to that purpoſe, 
and Divine bleſſing promoteth tt. 
By it all converſation becometh to- 
lerable, gratefull, and uſefull. For a pi- 
ous man is not eafily diſtur- 
Ewddzey re 7 end bed with any croſsneſs or 
one F ayer wy 4.) Perverſeneſs, any infirmity 
W T 3 moezyd% Or impertinency of thoſe he 


emlepress af wk , 5 conyerſeth with : he can ' 


T9 winoyloy Grids a- | 7” 
ws. wm "" bear the weakneſles and the 


failings of his company ; he 

can by wholeſome reflexions upon all 

> advantage and pleaſe him- 

ſelf. | | 

Nueris quid Tn fine, Piety rendreth a man a true 
projecerim*” friend and a good companion to him- 
mibi cept, ſelf; ſatisfied in himſelf, able to con- 
See Ep. 6: yerſe freely and pleaſantly with his own 
thoughts. It 1s for the want of pious 
inclinations and diſpoſitions, that foli- 

 __ tude (a thing which ſometimes cannot 
_ of, be avoided, which often ſhould be 
cam quolibes EMbraced ) is to moſt men fo irkſome 
eſſe, quem and tedious ; that men do carefully 
——— ſhun themſelves, and fly from their own 


thoughts3 
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thoughts 3 that they decline all converſe 


11; 


with their own Souls , and hardly dare 


look upon their own hearts 


' and Conſeiences : whence 


| they become aliens from 
| home, wholly unacquainted 


with themſelves, moſt igno- 
rant of their own neareſt 


'_ concernments, no faithful 
friends or pleaſant compani- 
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ons to themſelves : ſo for refuge and 

eaſe they unſeaſonably run into idle or 

lewd converſation, where they diſorder 

and defile themſelves, But the pious -_ 
man is ( like Scipio ) never leſs alone, Nunquatti 
then when alone : his ſolitude and retire- "% ſolu; 


ment. is not onely tolerable, but com- 1. 


quam chm ſo- 


monly the moſt gratefull and fruitfull 
part of his life: he can ever with 


much pleaſure, and more 
advantage, converfe with 
himſelf ; digeſting and mar- 
ſballing his thoughts, his af- 
fetions , his purpoſes into 
ood ofder ; ſearching and 
Hcuſſing: his heart , reflec- 
ting on his paſt ways, enfor- 


cing his former good rcſolu-- 


tions, and framing new ones; 
enquiring after edifying 
| 


Acquieſcit ſibi , cogitati- 
ohibu ſuis traditus, Sen. 
Ep. 9. | a 

Saptens nunquam ſolus 
eſſe poteft, habet ſecum om- 
nes gut ſunt', quique un- 
qaam fuerunt -boni 3 (oF 4a- 
nimum liberum quocunque 
unlt transfert : quod core 
pore non pcreſt , cogitations 
compleFirur; (F fi hominum 
inops fuerit, loquitur cum 
Deo. Nunquam minus ſolus 
erit, quam cum ſolus fuerit, 
Hier, adv. Fovin. 1, 28, 


truths 5 
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truths, ſtretching his meditations toward 
the beſt and ſublimeft objects, raifing his 
hopes and warming his affeCtions to- 
ward ſpiritual and heavenly things ; 
asking himſelf pertinent queſtions, and 
reſolving. inczdent doubts concerning 
his practice; in fine, converſing with 
his beſt Friend in devotion ; with ad- 
miration and love contemplating the 
Divine perfetions, diſplayed in the | 
works of nature, of providence, of grace; 
praifing God for his. excellent benefits 
and mercies ; confeſfing his defets and 
_ offences; deprecating wrath , and im- 
ploring pardon, with grace and ability | 
to amend ; praying for the ſupply of 

all his wants. All which performances 
yield both unconceivable benefit , and 
unexpreſiible comfort. So that Soli- 


tude ( that which is to common nature. | 


ſo offenſive, to corrupt nature ſo abo- | 
minable ) 1s to the pious man extreme- | 
Iy commodious and comfortable: which *' 
13 a great advantage peculiar to Piety , | 
and the laſt which I ſhall mention. 

SO many. and many more then I can 
expreſs, vaſtly great and precious ad- | 
vantages do accrue from Piety : ſo that | 


well may we conclude with S. Parl, that | 


Codlineſs is profitable for all things, 
' 


The Third Sermon. 
. Tt remaineth that, if we be wiſe, we 
ſhould; if we yet have it not _ingraffed 
ih us, labour to acquire it 3 if we have 
it, that we ſhould endeavour to improve 
it, by conſtant exerciſe, to the praiſe of 
God, the good of our neighbour, and 
our own comfort. Which that we may 
effecually perform, Almighty God in 
' mercy vouchſafe, by his grace, through 
| FJeſws Chriſt our Lord 3 to whom for e- 
| ver beall glory and praiſe. Amer. 
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1 SAM. 2. 30. 
For them that honour me, I will honour; 


HE words are m the ſtricteſt 

l ſenſe the word of God, uttered 
immediately by God himfelf; 

and may thence command from us an 
eſpecial attention and regard. The Hi- 
ſtory of that which occaſioned them 1s, 
I preſume, well known, neither ſhall I 
make any deſcant or reflexton thereon 3 
but do take the words ſeparately, as a 
Propoſition of it ſelf, affording a com- 
pleat inſtruction, and ample matter of 
diſcourſe. And. as fuch, they plainly 
imply two things : a Duty required of 
us, to honour God ;, and a Reward pro- 
fered to us, upon performance of that 
Duty, being honoured by God. Tt is na- 
tural for us, before we are willing to 
undertake any work, to conſider the 


reward or benefit accruing from it 3 and 
it 
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it is neceſſary, before we .can perform 
any duty ,. to. underſtand the nature 
thereof Tothis our method of aCtion 
F ſhall ſuit the method of my Diſcourſe; 


firſt endeavouring to eſtimate the Re- 


ward, then to explain the Duty. Afﬀter- 
ward I mean to ſhew briefly why in 
reaſon the Duty is injoyned 3 how 1n 
effe& the Reward is conferred. 


I. The Reward may be conſidered 
either abfolutely , ( as what it 1s 1n it 
ſelf; or relatively, (as to its rife, and 
whence it comes.) 

TI. For its ſelf, it is Honour 3 a thing, 
if valued according to the rate it bears 
in the common market, of higheſt price 
among all the objeQs of humane defire; 
the chief reward which the greateſt 
ations, and which the beſt ations do 
pretend unto, or are capable of ; that 
which uſually bears moſt ſway in the 
hearts, and hath ſtrongeſt influence up- 
on the lives of men : the defire of ob- 
taining and maintaining which doth 
commonly oyerbear other moſt potent 
inclinations. The love of Pleaſure ſtoops 
thereto : for men, to get or keep Re- 
putation, will decline the moſt pleaſant 
enjoyments, will embrace the hardeſt 

l 3 Pains. 
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Mors tym equiſſimoant- 


mo appetitur, cum ſuis ſe 
laudibus vita occidens con- 


ſolari poteſt. Cic, 1. Tuſc, 


—Laudis avidi pecunts 
liberales erant, gloriam m- 
gentem divitias honeftas 
wolebant 3 hanc arder:ifſi- 


me dilexerunt,, propter banc 


vitere volvorunt,pro hac (F 
1017 on dubitaverunt. C4- 


teras cupiditates hujus u- 


nius ingenti cupiditate preſ- 


ſerum, Ang.de Civ.D.g.12. 
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' pains. Yea, it often prevails 
over the love of life it (elf 
which men do not onely fre- 
, quently 'expoſe to danger, 


but ſometimes devote to cer- 
tain loſs, for its ſake: If we 


'obſerve what 1s done in the 


world, we may diſcern it to 
be the ſource of moſt urider- 
takings therein : that it not 
onely moveth the wheels of 
publick a&tion, ' (that not 


onely for it great Princes 


contend, great armies march; 
great battels are' fought; ) 
but that from ' it moft pri- 


vate buſineſs derives its life 


and vigour : that for Ho- 
nour eſpecially the Souldier 
undergoes, hardſhip, toil, 


' and hazzard ; the' Scholar 


lods and beats his brains; the'Merchant 
runs about ſo buſily, and'adventures fo 
far; 'yea, that for its ſake the meaneſt 


Labourer 


Ai 3 fuuzsfiar 7,8 


mars Ne Thy muly hy 
cups Te. Ariſt. Eth. IV. 3. 


Power, this ſearching for Knowledge, 


and Artificer doth ſpend his 
ſweat, and ſtretch his finews. 


The principal drift'of all this 
care and induſtry (the great 
reaſon of all this ſcuffling for 


this 


relations, of kindneſs to his friends, of 8, Trudelis 
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chis ſcraping and ſcrambling 


| Honos alit artes, omneſ- 
for wealth) doth ſeem to be, ene ———_— 


that men would live,in ſome givia,ggc. Cic. Tuſc. tu. 7. 
credit, would raiſe them- — 
ſelves above contempt. 
In ſach requeſt, of ſuch force doth 
Honour appear to be. If we examine 
why, we may find more then meer fa- 
ſhion (or mutual imitation and conſent) 
to ground the experiment upon. There 
is one obvious reaſon, why no mean re- #76: Her. 

. þ. ad Ce- 
gard ſhould be had thereto, its great tr. 
convenience and uſefulneſs : for that a Conſcientia 
man cannot himſelf live ſafely, quierly F-ernebop ob 
or pleaſantly, without ſome competent ma prozima. 
meaſure thereof ; cannot well ſerve the i dens fr 


publick, perform offices of duty to his mam neg 


= 
» 
- 


. n OO . eft. Aug, 
charity to his neighbours, but under its = 1 


protection, and with its aid: it being emnidwr i- 
an engine very requiſite for the mana- XZ" NE 
ging any buſineſs, for the compaſling vec vera neg- 


any deſign, at leaſt ſweetly and ſmooth- _— _ 
ly3 1t procuring to us many furtheran- mediocre te- 


ces in our proceedings, removing divers fun ad res 
obſtacles out of our way, guarding a SR ag 


man's perſon from offences, adding te: benevo- -] 
weight to his words, putting an edge A 


upon his endeavours : for every one Amic. 


allows a favourable ear to his difcourſe, %i4: Chryi. 
: Tom, 6, Orat, 
I 4 lends 15. 
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lends an aſhſting hand to his attempts, 

grants a ready credence to his teſtimony, 

_ and makes a fair conſtruion gf his do- 

ings, whom he efteems and reſpeRts. 

So 1s Honour plainly valuable among 

the bona x#ilia, as no ſmall accommada- 

F tion of life z and as ſuch, Reaſon ap- 
proves it to our judgment. _ 

But ſearching farther, we ſhall find 
the appetite of Honour to have a dee- 
per ground, and that it is rooted even 

 1n our Nature it ſelf. For we may deſcry 

it budding forth in mens firſt Infancy, 

(before the uſe of reaſon, or ſpeech ; ) 

Vidiee & even little Children being ambitious to 
ar agg be made much of, maintaining among 
parvulum, themſelves petty emulations and com- 
©, Aus. petitions, as it were, about pundtilio's 
of Honour. We may obſerve it grow- 

ing with Age, waxing bigger and (ſtron- 

ger together with the encreaſe of wit 

and knowledge, of civil culture an 
EXPeLience : that the matureſt age doth 

moſt reſent and xeliſh it ; that ut pre- 

vails moſt in civilized nations 3 that 

men of the beſt parts, of the higheſt im- 
provements, of the weightieſt employ- 

ments, do moſt zealoutly affe& it and 

ſtand upon it; that they who moſt 

ſtruggle with it, do moſt feel its might, 

| how 
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how difficult.it is to reſiſt or reſtrain it, 
how impoſhible it is to ſtifle or extim- 
guiſh it. For the Philoſopher with all 
his reaſons and conſiderations canngt 
diſpute it down; or perſuade it away 5 
the Ancharet cannot with all his auſte- 
rities ſtarve: it, or by his. retirements 
ſhun it : no aftliftion, no poverty, no 
wretchedneſs of condition can totally 
ſuppreſs it. *Tis a ſpirit that not onely 
haunts our Courts and Palaces, but fre- 
quents our Schools and Cloiſters, yea 
creeps into Cattages, into Hoſpitals, m- 
to Priſons, and even doggs men into 
Defarts and Solitudes : ſo cloſe it fticks 
to our nature. Plato fays it 1s the laft 
coat Which a wiſe man doth put off. 
But I queſtion whether he could ſhew 
us that wiſe man who had done it, or 
could tell us where he dwelt, except 
perhaps in his own Utopiar Republick. 
For they who moſt pretend to have 
done it, (who in theyr diſcourſe moſt 


In ſolitudine 


ſitts, ſubrepit 
ſ aper bia.HicT- 


vilifie Honour ; who talk like Chryfip- Cie.de Fin3; 


pas, that a wiſe man for Reputation 
fake will not fo much as ſtretch out his 


finger, or like Sexeca, that we ſhould Nibil opinic- 


doe every thing purely for conſctence 


- 


nis causd, ; 
omnia conſcis 


ſake, without any regard to mens opi- enie faci- 


mon 3 who make harangues and write 


am. Sen, de 
+ 
volumes *' 
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' Fil fit iti volumes againſt Glory,) do yet appear 
— by their pratice, ſometimes, by ſo do- 
commune, fi- 10g, to aim'at it; even as men do ufua]- 
- pn ly complain of and eagerly _ with 
Taftum Fe that which - they moſt affect and woe. 
gratis op9- Chryſippus wrote, as we are.* told, above 
_ 3. .700 books, moſt of them concerning 
41. Logical quirks, and fuch as one can 
* Lact. hardly imagine what other drift he 
could have 1n compoſing them, beſide 
oſtentation of his ſubtilty and ſharpneſs 

of wit. Sexeca, if hiſtory do not wrong 

him, and the face of his actions do not 
miſrepreſent him, was not 1m his heart 

exempt from a ſpice of Ambition. Yea, 

that excellent Emperour M. Arurelixs, 

who would often ſpeak like a Sock, 

could not but commonly act like a Man, 

more by his pradice commending Ho- 

nour, then he diſparaged it in his words. 

Erat fame For Story repreſents him very carefull 
nk m—_ _ and jealous of his credit, very diligent 
[2 lequentium £0 preſerye it, and to repair it. * Ter- 
— __ tullian calls ſuch Philoſophers regotia- 
mone reſpon- 7ores fame, (Merchants for fame :) and 
dehat. Cayir, 1t 1s perchance ſome part of their cun- 
*Tert. Apol. ring in that trade, which makes them 
ſtrive to beat down the price of this 
commodity, that they may more eafily 

engrotle it to themfelyes. However, 

EXPeE- 
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experience proves that ſuch wards are 
but. words 3 (words ſpoken aut of at- 
feQation and pretence, rather then in 
good earneſt and according to truth; ) 
that endeayours to baniſh or to extir- 
pate this defire are but fond and fruit- 
leſs attempts. The reaſon why 1s clear ; 
for 'tis as if one ſhould diſpute againſt 
eating and drinking, or ſhould labour 
to free himſelf from hunger and thirſt ; VU: quidem 
the appetite of Honour being indeed, — 
as that of Food, innate unto us, ſo as pore ſuavita- 
not to be quenched or ſmothered, ex- fn, £151 non > 
Wu 1: a - - ſentiant; ſic 
cept by ſome violent diſtemper or 1n-1;6;dine, «- 
diſpoſition of mind 3 even by the wiſe vari, m_ 
Authour of our nature originally im- ph xg 
planted therein, for yery good ends and non habenr. 
uſes, reſpeqing bath the private and = Phi: 
publick benefit of men 3 as an engage- 
ment to Vertue, and a reſtraint from 
Vice; as an excitement of induſtry, an 
incentiye of courage, a ſupport of con- 
ſtancy in the proſecution of worthy en- * 
terpriſes 3 as a ſerviceable inſtrument 
for the conſtitution, conſervation and 
improvement of humane ſociety. For 
did not ſome love of Honour glow in 
mens breaſts, were that noble ſpark ..: 
quite extinct, few men probably would cy 
tudy for honourable qualities, or = 
Int 
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form laudable deeds; there would be 
nothitig to keep ſome men within 
boutids of honeſty and decency, to de- 
terre thern from doing odious and ugly 

Aid% 3 «- things 3 men, not caring what othets 
Nero. thought of them , would not regard 
-z x2xirvy, What they did themſelves ; a barbarous 
Naz. Carm. {Joth or brutiſh ſtupidity would over+ 
56. ſpread the world, withdrawing from 
common life moſt of its ornaments, 
much of its convenience 3 men gerie- 
rally would, if not altogether ſhun ſo- 
ciety, yet at leaſt decline the cares and 
burthens requiſite to the promoting its 
welfare, for the ſuſtaining which uſual- 
ly the chief encouragement, the main 
recompence, 1s this of Honour. That 
men therefore have fo tender and deli- 
cate a ſenſe of their Reputation, (ſo 
that touching it 1s like pricking' a nerve, 
-as ſoon felt and as fmartly offenſive,) 
is an excellent proviſion in nature ; in 
regard whereto Honour may paſs among 
the boa naturalia, as a Good neceſſary 
for the ſatisfaction of nature, and for 
ſecuring the accompliſhment of its belt 

deſigns. 
Negligere A moderate regard to Honour is alfo 
bans __ commendableas an inſtance of humanity 
tiat, arrogan- OI good will to men, yea, as an argu- 
ment 
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ment of humility, or a ſober conceit of tis et & diſ- 


: » ſolutt. Cic. 
our ſelves. For to deſire another man's? Offic. 1. 


eſteem , and conſequently his love, 
(which in ſome kind or _ 18 an 1in- 
ſeparable companion of eſteem) doth 
imply ſomewhat of reciprocal eſteem 
and affetion toward him; and to prize 
the judgment of other men concerning 
us, doth fignifie, that we are not over- 
ſatisfied with our own. 

We might for its farther commenda- 
tion allege the authority of the more 
cool _ 

(ſuch as grounded their judgment of 
things upon notions agreeable to com- 
mon ſenfe- and experience; who adap- 


ted their rules of practice to the nature 


of man, ſuch as they found it in the 
world, not ſuch as they framed it in 
their own fancies, ) who have ranked 


candid fort of Philoſophers, - 


Honour among the. princi- 
pal of things-defirable, and 
adorned. it with faireſt elo- 


ies; terming it a divine 
ing, the beſt of exteriour 
goods, the moſt honeſt fruit 
and moſt ample reward of 
true Vertue; adjudging, that 
to neglect the opinions of 
men Fepecially of perſons 


Ociey Tn 1 Tu, Plat; 
de Leg. IV. 


Rancr mig mnndis ms 
a5n T3 paxiuoud tr, 
aenudy eli aey 
wy may. Idem, de 
Rep. XTI. | 


 Minecoy of Culds done 
I6y i mu Arift, Eth, 


I}. 3. 
worthy 
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worthy and laudable) is a fign of ſtupid = 


baſeneſs,that to contemn themis an effe&t 


Levis eft animi, juſlam 
gloriam, qui. eft frutius 
virtutis honeftiſſimus, re- 
pudiaree Cic. in Piſ. 


Ex ommbus pramiis vir- 
tutis ampliſimum eft pra- 
aium "gloria. Idem, pro 
Mil. 


of unreaſonable baughtineſfs; 
repreſenting the love of Ho- 
nour (rightly grounded and 
duly moderated) not onely 


as the parent and guardian 


(as produttive and preferva- 
tive) of other Vertues, but 


asa Vertueit ſelf, of no ſmall 
magnitude and luſtre in the Conſtel- 
lation of Vertues, the Vertne of Ge- 
neroſity. A Vertue which , next to 
the ſpirit of true Religion, (next to 
a hearty reverence toward the Su- 
preme Bleſſed Goodneſs, and that ho- 
Iy Charity. toward men” which fprin- 
geth thence,) doth lift a man up nea- 
reſt to Heaven ; doth raiſe his mind a- 
bove the ſordid defires, the ſorry cares, 
the fond humours, the perverſe and fro- 
ward paſſions, with which men com- 
monly are poſſeſſed and ated : that 
Vertue, which enftames a man with 
Courage, ſo that he dares perform what 
reaſon and duty require of | 
diſdains to doe what is bad or baſe; 


which inſpires him with Sincerity, that 


he values his honeſty before all other 


-mtereſts and refpedts, that he abhotrs 


ro 


him, that he 
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to wrong or deceive, to flatter or abuſe 
any man, that he cannot endure to ſeem 
otherwiſe then he is, to ſpeak otherwiſe 
then he means, to at otherwiſe then he 
promiſes and profeſles; which endows 
him with Courteſie, that he 1s ready to 
yield every man his due refpeCt, to at- 
ford any man what help and ſuccour he 
is able : that Vertue, which renders a 
man upright in all his dealings, and cor- 
reſpondent to all his obligations; a loy- 
all Subject to his Prince, and a true lo- 
ver of his Country, a candid judge of 
perſons and things, an earneſt favourer Trabimar om- 
of what-ever is good and commendable, ** Fog 
a faithfull and hearty friend, a beneficial inns qrifqc 
and uſefull neighbour, a gratefull reſen- 1axime g/e- 
ter and requiter of courteſies, hoſpitable NR, 
to the ſtranger, bountifull to the poor, 0i xagiors 
kind and good to all the world : that oh 
Vertue, in fine, which conſtitutes a man Abe nikey 
of honour, who ſurely is the beſt man 0 Cſaith 
next to a man of conſcience. Thus may women 
Honour be valued from natural light, neſs in Ho- 
and according to common ſenſe. Mare 
But beyond all this, the Holy Scrip- ” 

ture ( that moſt certain ſtandard by 
which we may examine and determine 
the true worth of things) doth not 
teach us to ſlight Honour, but rather in- 

its 


ies fit order and- juſt meaſure” to! love 
and prize it... , It indeed inſtrufs us to 
ties or. wicked deeds, that's villainous 


and- indifferent nature, that's vanity ; 
not upon counterfeit ſhews and preten- 
ces, that's hypocrifie ; but npon realfk 
worth and goodneſs, that may confiſt 
with modeſty and ſobriety :) 1t enjoyns 
us not to be immoderate in our deſires 


thereof, or complacencies therein, not. 


to be irregular in the purſuit or acquiſt 
of itz. (to+be-ſo is pride and ambition;) 
but to affe& 1t calmly, to purchaſe it 
fairly : it direQs us not to make a re- 
gard thereto. our chief principle, not 
to propound it as our main end of adti- 
on-:; it charges us to bear contentedly' 
the want or: loſs thereof, (as of other 
temporal goods : ) yea, in ſome caſes, 
for- Conſcience ſake or for God's ſer- 
vice, (that is, for a good incomparably 
|. better then1t,) it obliges us willingly 
—omg 2-4 to proſtitute and ſacrifice it, chuſing ra- 
zloria? at ther to be infamous then imptous, (to 
mehercule ſe- be 1n difgrace with men, rather then in' 


—* ae disfavour with God :) it, in fine, com- 


famia. Sen. mands us-to ſeek and embrace it onely 


Epifi. 113. jn ſubordination and with final refe- 
rence 


madneſs.3, not upon things of a mean; 
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F rence to God's honour. Which diſtinc- 
| tions and cautions being provided, Ho- 
pour is repreſented in Holy Scripture as 
a thing confiderably good , which may 
| be regarded without blame,which fome- 
times in duty muſt be regarded. It is 
| there preferred before other good things, 


in themſelves not deſpicable. For, A Eccles 7. 1. 


| good name is better then precious oint- 
| ment; yea, A good name is rather to be Prov. 22. 1. 
| choſen then great riches, ( faith the Wiſe 
| man, ) "Tis called a Gift of God: for, 


There is a man ( faith the Preacher ) to Eccles 6. 2. 
whom God hath given riches and honour. 
Yea, not onely a fimple gift, but a Bleſ- 


| fing, conferr'd in kindneſs, as a reward 
' and encouragement of goodneſs: for, 


By humility and the fear of the Loyd, Prov. 22. 4. 


faith he again, are riches and honour. 


Whence it 15 to be acknowledged as an 


| Eſpecial benefit , and a fit ground of 
| thankſgiving: as is pradtiſed by the 


DOT 


: 


Palmiſt in- his: royal Hymn : Horonr Pal. 21, 5 
( faith he ) ard Majeſty haſt thon laid 

upon him. Wiſedom alſo 1s deſcribed 

unto us bearing 7 her left hand riches Prov. 3. 16, 
and honour : and Wiſedom ſurely will 
not take into any hand of hers, or hold 


; therein, what is worth nothing. No, 


we are therefore moved to procure her, 
K becauſe 


+ 00-424 es IS. + > - . 
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1g ben, RU gens: as. 
—J0/t give unto eur þ ad an orng. 
TY r40ey es ot lory ſhall ſhe 
deliver ta av.” We are alſo I TIOR 
tO ren ur as the beſt exprefljr; | 


on _ ood will and: gratitude toward: | 


T Pet. 2. 17. 

I Tims $- 2s 
17 

Philip. 2. 296 


x Pet. 2+ 17. 


Ariſtot, Eth. 
I. 3s 


Rom. 13.13e« 
Rom, 12.17. 


I Pet, 2, 12, 


them; who beſt deſerve in themſelves ; 
or molt deſerve of us ;-.tq our Prince, | 
to our-Parents, to our Prieſts, ( elpecis | 


ally to ſyuchi'of them .as govern and teach 


/,) to all gaod men, (Haze ſuch iy 
— ow the Apalile. d; And Were 
nat Hpnqur a good thing , ſuch injune 
tions would be' unreaſonable... Yea, be- 
cauſe we.are obliged yq.bear good will 
toward all men , S. Peter bids us $0 46 
noun all men. From hence alſo, that Ye 
are. eſpecially bound 'to' render Honoyt: 
unto God himſelf, we may well [infer; 
with Ariſtotle, that Honour 3s. the.  beſf 
thing in. our.” power to offer. T0. theſe, | 
conſiderations. may be added, that we: 


are commanded to walk Laminar 


( decently, or ſpeciouſly, which implies 
a regard to mens opimonz) to provide 
things houeſt in the ſeeht. of all men, (m8 
x2Az, that is, not onely, things good:in 
ſubſtance, but goodly in appearance 3:) 
to have our cqnver fation honefs before, the 
Gentiles, ( xzaXw again, that is, = 

' comely, 
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-omely, and aiſtble; ſach as may com- 
wry al our profeflion to the 
judgment of them who obſerve us. ) 


8. P:ul alſo exhorts us to ####d, hot bnhe- Phil. 4. 8. 


Iy what things are true, are juſt, are pure 3 
but alſo Go orjuve, ( what-ever things are 
venerable, ot aptto beget reſpect, ) cor 
mtwpX3, (what-ever things are lovely, or 
gracious in mens eyes and eſteem, ) %zz 
Konu, (what-ever things are well repor- 
ted, or well reputed of: ) He requires us 
not onely, #f there be any vertie; ( any 
thing very good it it felf, 7 but,.7f there 
be any praiſe, ( any thing'tauch appro- 
ved itt commoti elteem,) that we'fhould 
#tind ſuch thirds. Laſtly, the bleſſed. 
ſtate hereafter ( the higheſt itiſtance of 
Divine boumty , the complear' reward 


_ of goodtiefs') Is repreſented and recom- 


mended to us as 4 ftare of Hohour and 
Gloty ;; to be dttbitious En is the 
charafter of a g60d tnan. 'Td e; 
( faith $8. Part ) ſiall God Fender atcor- 
ding to lis works + to thetd ho by pati- 
ent contitlance' #4 wth doing ſeth glory, 
po honour , and, itwportalitj, Eternal 
COR 4 | 
Such is the Reward propounded ta 
us In it (df; no vile or contemptible 
thing, but upon various accotints much! 
K 2 valu- 
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| valuable 3 that which the common ap: 


prehenfions .of men", plain diQates, of 
reaſon, a. | mar; inſtin& of na- 


ture, the ju of very wiſe men, 
and Divine atteſtation it ſelf conſpire to 
commend unto us as very conliderable 
and precious. Such a Reward our Text 
preſcribes us the certain, the onely way 
of attaining. | "IIS 
2. Such a benefit is here tendred tq.us 
( that which yet more highly commends 
It, and nlezay: ihr enhances its worth, ) 
by Gad himſelf: I { faith he ) will bo- 
our. *Tis fanfified by coming from 
bis holy hand ; *tis dignified by follow- 
ing his-moſt wiſe and juſt diſpoſal ; 'tis 
fortified and aſſured by depending on 
his unqueſtionable word, and uncan- 
trollable power; who as he is the prime 
Authour of all good, fo he 1s in eſpecial 
manner the ſovereign diſpenſer of Ho- 
nour.' The King ( we ſay ) is the foun- 
tain of Honour. What any King, as the 
Repreſentative and Delegate of God, 
Is 1n his particular Kingdom, that is Al- 
mighty God abſolutely and indepen- 
dently in'all the world. Both riches aud 
honour (aid good King David ) come 
of thee, for thou ruleſt over all : in thine 
band is power and might 5 in thine hand 
_. pedo co nerd 
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it is to make great, and to give ſtrength 
moto all. He whoſe y=Y are 1n effe&t 
onely ſure and valid , whoſe favours 
onely do in the end turn to good ac- 
count, he freely offers us moſt defira- 
ble preferment : he doth himſelf gra- 
cioully hold forth moſt authentick pa- 
tents, by virtue of which we may all 


become right honourable , and perſons of 


juality indeed ; having not onely the 
names and titles, the outward enfigns 
and badges of dignity, (ſuch as earthly 
Princes conferre,) but the ſubſtantial re- 
ality , the aſfiired enjoyment thereof. 
( For man can onely impoſe law upon 
tongues and geſtures 3 God alone com- 
mandeth and inclineth hearts, wherein 
Honout chiefly refideth. ) He offers it, 
I ay, moſt freely indeed, yet not abſo- 
lutely : he doth not goe to fell it for a 
price, yet he propounds it under a con- 
dition 3 as a moſt juſt and equal, fo a 
very gentle and eafie condition. *Tis 
but an exchange of Honour for Honour 
of honour from God , which is a free 
gift, for honour from us , which is a 
juſt duty ; of honour from him our ſo- 
vereign Lord; for honour from us his 
poor vaſlals z of honour from the moſt 
High Majeſty of Heaven , for honour 
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rture one wglilg;think it not 
EZ Vi le tg accept,. but impaſſ- 
le to xefyſe &. For can yy man dare not | 
tg ONE: in peinle Þ Iers inf 
iſcdom , inflexible 
man forbear $0. honour ond ITY 
nef6.and Bounty? Yes, it ſeems there are 
men (o mgd as to rejedt ſo fair an offer, 
fo bad as to-negled& ſo equal a duty, Let 
us therefore confider what 1t is that is 
here required of us, or wherein this ho- 
nouring of 'God conſiſts, that 2 may 
ana diſcern, when we perform this 
duty , when we are deficient therein. 


ol 0 ive Worms me corepiog noon earth, 


IL. There are ſeveral ways of honoring 
God, or ſeveral parts and degrees of this 
Duty ; all which we may _ to twq 
ſorts, conceiving the Duty, as. a com 
pound made up of two main ingredi 
ents, (correſpondent to thoſe two. parts 
in which they reſide, and of which our 


nature conſiſts; which diſtinGion S.Paxh 
1 Cor. 6, 20, luggeſteth,. when he faith, Glgrifie God | 


in your body , qnd.in your " fbinit., which. 
are Cod's,. 3 one of them being , as it 


were, the form and Soul, the: other ay | 


the matter.and Body of the Duty. 
\.T. The, $oul of tha Honeur which, 


cy 


* 


: 
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| {pitquired of us toward God, is that 


internal eſteem and reverence which we 
ſhould bear in our hearts towards him 3 

nhporting that we have impreſſed upon 

our thirds fuch conceptions about him 

45 are worthy of him, ſutable to the per- 

fetion of his nature; to the eminency 

of his ftate , to the juſt quality of his 
works and ations : that we apprehend 

him to be, what he really is,in his nature, 
faperlatively good, wiſe, powerfull, ho- 
Iy, and juſt : that we afcribe unto him 
the produdion and confervation of all 
beings, together with an intire ſuperin- 
tendency over and abſolute diſpoſal of 
all events : that we concerve our ſelves 
obliged to ſubmit unto and acquieſce 1n 
all his difpenfations of Providence , as 
moſt wife and moſt righteous; to res 
ly upon the declarations of his mind , 
( whether im way of aſſertion, or pro- 
miſe, ) as infallibly true and certain. In 
fich acts of mmd the honouring of God 
doth primarily confift. In ads, I fay : 
not m ſpeculative Opimons concerning 

the Dive Excelfencies , ( ſuch. as af 
men have , who'are not downright A- 
theiſts or Infidets,) floating in the fan- 
cy, or dormant in the mind ; but in con- 


tinually-prefent, lively, effectual as of 


K 4 appre- 
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apprehenſion and judgment , ſinking 
down into the heart and affections, = 
quickning them .to a congruous real 
performance. Such an apprehenfion of !' 
God's Power, as ſhall make us to dread * 
his irreſiſtible hand, ſhall cauſe us to de. / 
ſpair of proſpering in bad courſes, ſhall : 
diſpoſe us to —_ in him, as able to ! 
perform what-ever he wills us to ex- | 
pet from him : ſuch an opinion of his 
Wiſedom, as ſhall keep us from queſtio- | 
ning whether that is beſt which God ' 
declares to be ſo; as ſhall hinder us from 
preſuming (in compliance with our 
own ſhallow reaſon, or vain fancy ) to 
doe any thing againſt God's judgment 
and advice: ſuch a conceit of God's 
Juſtice, as ſhall render us carefull to 
perform what his Law promiſes to re- | 
ward , and fearfull to commit what it 
threatens to puniſh : ſuch a perſuaſion 
concerning God's: Goodneſs , as ſhall | 
kindle in us an hearty affetion toward | 


him , ſhall make us very ſenſible of his ! 


bounty, and ready to yield returns of | 
duty and gratitude unto him; as ſhall 
preſerve ustrom being diſtruſtfull of hs | 
Providence, or doubtfull in our need | 
and diſtreſs of finding relief from him: | 
ſuch a vigorous and fruitfull eſteem ke 
G 
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God inall reſpe&s, as ſhall produce in 
us diſpoſitions of mind, and ations of 
life, agreeable to our various relations 
and obligations to him ; becoming us as 
his creatures and children, as his |ſub- 
jeds and ſervants. This is indeed the 
- Soul of the duty , which being abſent , 
all  exteriour ( how ſpecious ſoever ) 
either profeſſions or performances are 
but as piQures , having in them ſfome- 
what of reſemblance in ſhape and co- 
lour , nothing of life : yea rather, as 


carcaſes , not onely dead and ſenſeleſs, 
but rotten and filthy in God's ſight. 


137 


| This people ( faith God ) do honour me yan, rg. 8; 


with their lips , but their heart is far 
from me. Such honour is indeed no ho- 
nour at all, but impudent abuſe and 
profane mockery : for what can be more 
abominably vain, then for a man to 
court and cajoul him who knows his 
Whole heart, who ſees that he either 
minds not, or means not what he ſays? 
It behoves us therefore by all proper 
means ( by contemplating the Works 
and aftions of God , ( his admirable 
works of Nature, the wiſe proceedings 
of his Providence, the glorious diſpen- 
lations of his.Grace ) by meditating on 
his Word, by praying for his Grace, by 
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The Fourth Sefmoyr. 
6bſcrvibghitLaw and will) to raiſe up, 
= our heaps; .to' fonient and cherifly 
this! niternadiReverence ,' which is the 
erue:ſprng© ot all Piety , the principle 
which forms ':and attuates that other 
fort , commg! next to be touched on 1 
being the::Body of owr due: Honour | 
to'God; concurring in its order to the 
integrity thereof, as without which the 
interiour 'part wonld -be a kind of 
Ghoft, too thin-1n ſubſtance, too remote 
from ſenſe , roo deftitute of good frunt 
and uſe. _ = 

2. This Bodily part conſiſts 1m out- 


' - ward expreſſions and performances , 


whereby we declare our efteem and re- 
verence of God, and produee -or pro- 
mote the like in others. . For onr thus 
honouring God reſpects thoſe two ends 
and effects ; the uttering dur own , the 
exciting 11n' others a reverence toward 
him. And/it we may firſt view in the 
general, or grof bulk thereof-; then ſur- 
vey its principal members. ' 

Firſt, 13 general, God's honoured by 
2 willing and carefull practice 'of all Pt- 
ety and Vertue for conſcience ſake, or 
in avowed: obedierice-to his' holy will. 
Fhis is the moſt naturat 'expreflion of 
our Reverence toward' lym, and = 
mo 
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| moſt effectual way of promoting the 


ſame in others. A Subje& cannot better 
demonſtrate the Reverence he bears to- 
ward his Prince, then by ( with a chear- 
fyll diligence ) obſerving his Laws : 
for by ſo doing he declares that he ac- 
knowledgeth the Authority , and reve- 
reth the Majeſty which enaQed them 3 
that he approves the Wiſedom which 
deviſed them, and' the Goodneſs which 
deſigned them for publick benefit 3 tha 
be Feads his Prince's Power, which can 
maintain them , and his Juſtice, which 
will vindicate them ; that he relies up- 
on his Fidelity, in making good what 
of protection or of recompence he pro- 
pounds to the obſervers of them. © No 
leſs pregnant a ſignification of our Re- 
verence toward God do we yield in our 
gladly and ſ{triftly obeying his Laws 
thereby evidencing our ſubmiſſion ta 
God's ſovereign Authority , our eſteem 
of his Wiſedom and Goodneſs, our aw- 
full regard to his Power and Juſtice, our 
confidence in him, 'and dependence up- 
on his word. As alſo the practice of 
wholeſome . Laws, viſibly producing 
good fruits, (peace and profperity in 
the commonwealth , ) doth conciliate 
reſpect unto the Prince, he thereby ap- 


pearing 
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pearir & and good, able to diſcern, | 
and willing to chuſe what conferrs to 

publick benefit : ſo ations conformable 

to the Divine Law , being ( by God's 

wiſe and gracious diſpoſal ) both in 

themſelves comely and lovely, and -in 

Tir. 3-8. effe& (cas S. Paul faith) good ard pro- 

Neh. 9.13. fitable to men, ( conducing indeed not 

Dem. 10.23. Onely to private, but alſo to publick 

welfare, to the rendring humane Soci- 

ety comfortable, to the ſettling and ſe- 

curing common tranquillity, ) the per- 

formance of them muſt needs bring 

great commendation to the authour and 

ordainer of them. By obſerving them 

1 Pet. 2.9, We ſhall (as S. Peter ſpeaks ) ſet forth 

the vertues of him that called ws to ſuch a 

practice. The light and luſtre of good 

works, done in regard to Divine com- 

mand, will cauſe men to ſee clearly the 

Excellencies of our moſt wiſe and graci- 

ous Lord ; will conſequently induce 

Marr. 5.16, and excite them to glorifie our Father 

Joh. 5.8. Which 3s in Heaven, In this ( faith our 

Saviour ) z#s my Father glorified, if you 

bear much fruit. The goodlineſs to the 

fight, the pleafantnefs to the taſt, which 

1 1s ever perceptible in thoſe fruits which 

i r_ Piety beareth, the beauty men 

if ee ina calm mind and: a ſober conver- 

| ſation, 
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| fQation, the ſweetneſs they taſt from = 
| works of juſtice and charity, will cer- \F 
” tainly produce veneration to the Dac- | 
' trine which teacheth ſuch things, and 
' to the Authority which enjoyns them. 
It s an aggravation of Impiety , often | 
inſiſted upon in Scripture , that it ſJurrs Rom. 2. 23, 
( as it were) and defames God, brings ?5 2:5: 
reproach and obloquy upon him, cauſes 14 : 
his Name to be profaned, to be curſed, I $2. s- 
to: be blaſphemed : and 'tis anſwerably 
a commendation of Piety, that by the 
practice thereof we ou onely pro- 
cure many great a ra_ to our 
ſelves, many bleſſings and comforts 
here, all joys and felicities hereafter ; 
but do alfa thereby ) beget eſteem to 
God himſelf, and fandiifie his ever-bleſ- Eph. 4 1: 
ſed Name 3 cauſe him to be regarded CA 6m 
and reverenced, his Name to be praiſed 1 Theſ. 2.12. 
and bleſſed among men. It is by exem- 
my Piety, by * providing things honeſt * Rom. 12. 
in the ſight of all men, by doing things '”* 
honourable and laudable, ( ſuch are all 
things which God hath been pleaſed to 
command us, ) that we ſhall C {ure to 
fulfill that precept of S. Paul, of doing * 1% 
all things to the glory of God ; which wag 
is the Rody of that duty we ſpeak of 
Secondly, But there are, deſerving a 
Par- 


| 
Ezeck.35.20. 
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Pſal. 26. 8. 


Iſe. $8. 13. 


Rom. 13. 4. 
Mal. 2. 7. 


x Sam. 8. 7. 
Matt. 1o. 4Oe 
Joh. I's 20, 


a Cor. 9. 13, 
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particular infpetion ,” foe: mertibets 
therebf.* which int a peculiar afd ethic 


nenit tnatthe# do conftititte this Honoitt, 


ſottie a&s Which more flpnally condute 
ro the iſliffcation of God's glory. Such 


are, 


r. Thi fre nent artd conſtant perfor 
mance (in 4 ſerious and reveretit man- 
ner) of all religious Duties, or Devo- 


tions immediately addreſſed to' God,, of 


converſant about him : that which the * 
Plalmift ſtyles, Giving the Lord the hi. 
your due to his Name, worſhipping the 
Lord in the beauty of — | 
2. Uſing all things peculiarly related 
unto God ( his holy Name, his ol 
Word, his holy Places, (the places wht: 
hzs honour dweleth , ) his holy Tini&, 
religious ' Fafts and Feftivities, ) with 
' 3. Yielding due obſervince to” the 
Deputies and -Minifters of God (both 
Civil and Eccleftaſticaly as fach, or be-. 
cauſe of their relation to' Gad : the do- 
ing of which God dectares that he iti- 
— wo and accepts as done nþto him- | 
elf: "7 
4. Freely ſpending what God hath" 
given us (out of refpe&t unto him) 1n 
works of Piety, Charity, and __— 
that 


| the Lord with our :ſubftance; -*: © 
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+5, All penitential Ads, by-which we 


4 fihmit unto God;and humble:our felves 


F I43 
* that which the W/@ man calls Hozouring —_— go - 


before hims (As Achar, by confefſing of joſh. -. 19: 
his fin, 1s {a1d-to g70e glory ts the Lord Apoc. 16. 9s 


{, 6, Chearfull- undergoing afflictions, 
laſles, diſgraces, -for the profeſſion of 


God's truth, or for obedience'to God's 


gqmmands.< As 8. Peter 1s '{ajd' by hzF Joh. 21.19. 


death, ſuffered Upon ſuch accompts, #0 


_- Theſe ſignal inſtances of-this daty 
ey move asſuch in Holy Scripture) 

brevitie's ſake I pafle over. craving 
cave onely to: confider one;i moft per- 


tinent 'to our preſent bufinefs, and in- 


deed a very eomprehenfive one which 
1s;t is: 5 DOYCEt. 1 SEITEAT : 
7. We ſhall eſpecially banout God, 


by' diſcharging farhfully rhote;: offices 


which: God hath intruſted us with by: 
Improving diligently thoſe talents which 


God hath [commiitred to..us3/ by ufing- 
carefully thafe means and apportuniries,” 
Which God: hath youchfafed us, of do-/ 
Ing him ſervice, and promoting his plo-. 


ry... Thus he to whom God: hath given 
Wealth, if he expend it ( not to the 
DE nouriſh- 
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zenti of pride and. , not 


_*** »*onely tothe gratifying his own pleaſure 


or humour, /but ) to the furtherance of 
_ honour, or to the ſuccour of his 

nd neighbour, (in any pious or 
charitable way,) he AH Gioky ineſpe- 
ciall manner honour God, He alfo on 
whom God hath beſtowed Wit and 
parts, if he employ them (not ſo much 
in contriving projets to advance his 
own petty intereſts, or in procuring vain 
applauſe to himſelf, as) in advantage- 
ouſly ſetting forth God's praiſe, hand- 
ſomely recommending goodneſs, dexte- 
rouſly engaging men 1n ways of vertue, 
(daing which things is true wit and ex- 
cellent policy indeed, ) hedoth thereby 
remarkably honour God. ' He likewiſe 
that hath Honour conferrd upon him, 
if he ſubordinate it to God's honour, if 
he uſe his own credit as an inſtrument 
of bringing credit to goodneſs, thereby 
adorning and illuſtrating Piety, he by 
ſo doing doth eminently practiſe this 
duty. The like may be ſaid of any 0- 


| ther good quality, any capacity or ad- 


vantage of doing good; by the -right 
uſe thereof we vo 'God : for that 


men, beholding the worth of ſuch good ' 


gifts, and feeling the benefit Emergent 
from 
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Fom them, will be apt to bleſs the do- 

nout of them 3 as did they in the Go- 

fpel, who, ſeeing our Saviour cute the 

Paralytick man, did preſently g/orifie Marr. 9.9. 

God, who had given ſuch power unto men. 

But eſpecially they to whom Power and 

Authority is committed, as they have 

the chief capacity, ſo they are under an 

eſpecial obligation thus to honour God : 

they are particularly concerned to hear 

and obſerve that Royall proclamation; 

Give unto the Lord, O ye mighty, give Pal. 29.1,4, 

unto'the Lord glory and ſtrength; Give 

unto the Lord the honour due unto hit 

name. When ſuch perſons (like King 

Nebuchadnezzar returned to his right 

ſenſes) do ſeriouſly acknowledge their 

power and eminency derived from God Dan. 4. 34: 

alonez when they profeſs ſubje&tion dhe, og 

unto him,and expreſs it it) their practice, and praiſed 

not onely driving others by their pow- _ _ ed 

er, but drawing them by their example, © 

to piety and goodneſs ; when they cauſe 

Gods Name to be duly worthipped, 

and his Laws to be ſtrictly obſerved ; 

when they favour and encourage Ver- 

tue, diſcourage and chaſtiſe wickedneſs; 

when they take care that juſtice be im- 

partially adminiſtred, innocence pro- 

teted, neceſiity relieved, all iniquity 
and 
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_ and oppreſſion, all violence and difor- 
der, yes, {ſo much as may be) all af. | 
fligion and yretchedneſs be prevented, | 
or removed ; when they by all means 
ſtrive to promote both the ſervice of | 
God, and the happineſs of men ; ( diſpen. * 


Matt, 24 45+ 


3 Till. 2. 2: 


(ing equally and benignly, to the family 


over which their Lord hath ſet them, | 
their meat-in dye ſeaſon 5 providing that 


men under them #2ay live 4 peaceable and 


quiet life in all godlineſs and honeſty; 


doing which is the buſineſs allotted to | 


them, the intereſt (as it were) of God, 
which he declares himſelf concernedly 
to tender, and by their miniſtry to pro- 
ſecute :  ) when they carefully doe ſuch 
things, then do they indeed approve 
themſelves worthy honourers of their 
High Maſter, and Heavenly King; then 
do they truly a& God's part, and repre- 
ſent his perſon decently. When the 
actions of theſe viſible Gods are fo di- 


vinely good and beneficial, men will 


be eaſily induced, yea, can hardly for- 
bear to reverence and magnifie the in- 


viſible Founder of their Authority. | 


By ſo doing, as they will ſet before | 
mens eyes the beſt pattern of Loyalty; ' 


as they w!l impreſs upon mens hearts 


the ſtrongeſt argument for Obedience and | 


reſpect 
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refpett toward themſelves 3 as they ſhall 
both more plainly inform, and more ef- 
fqually perſuade people to the perfor- 
matice of their duty unto them, then by 
all the law and all the force in the 
world ; as they will thereby conſe- 
quently beſt ſecure and maintain their 
own honour, and their own welfare : 
( for men will never be heartily loyal, 
and ſubmiſſive to Authortty , till they 
become really good 3 nor will they e- 
vet be vety good, till they ſee their Lea- 
dersfach :) & they will together great- 
ly advarice the praife and glory of Him 
m whoſe name they rule, to whoſe fa- 
vour they owe their power and digni- 


147 


ty 5 #2 whoſe hand (as the Prophet faith) Dan. s. 23 


as their breath, and whoſe are all their 
ways. For all men will be ready moſt 
awfully to dread Him, unto' whom they 
ſe Princes themſelves humbly to ſtoop 
and: bow : no mart will be aſhamed or 
unwilling to ſerve Him, whom he ſhall 
obſerve that his Lords and Governours. 
do concern themſelves to worſhip : the 
world cannot but have a good opinion 
of Him, a participation of whoſe power 
and majeſty yields ſuch excellent fruits; 
it will not fail to adore Hini, whoſe ſha- 
dows and images are ſo venerable. *Tis 

L 2 a moſt 
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a moſt notorious thing,. both to reaſon 
and inexperience, what extreme advan- 


tage Great perſons have, eſpecially by 


the influence of their practice, to bring 


God himſelf, as it were, into credit ; 
how much it is in their power eaſily to 


render Piety a thing in faſhion and re- 


| queſt. For in what they doe, they ne- 


ver are alone, or are ill attended; -whi- 
ther they goe, they carry the world a- 
long with them : they lead crowds of 
people after them, as well when 'they 
goe in the right way, as when they run 
aſtray. The. cuſtom of living well , no 
leſs then other modes and garbs, will 
be ſoon convey'd and propagated from 
the Court ; - the City and Country will 
readily draw good manners thence, 
( good manners truly fo called, not one- 
Iy ſuperficial forms of civility , but real 
practices of goodneſs.) For the main 
body of men goeth not qu4 eunduzm, ſed 
qua iter, not according to rules and rea- 
ſons, but after examples and authorities; 
eſpecially of great perſons, who are like 
ſtars , ſhining in high and conſpicuous 
places, by which men ſteer their courte: 
their actions are to be reckon'd not as 
ſingle or ſolitary ones, but are, like their 


perſons, of a publick and repreſentative 


nature, 


* 
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nature, involving the practice of others, 
who are by them awed, or ſhamed into 
compliance. Their good example efpe- 
cially hath this advantage, that men can 
find no excuſe, can have no pretence 
why they ſhould not follow it. Piety is 
not onely beautified , but fortified by 
their dignity 3 it not onely ſhines in 
them with a clearer luſtre, but with a 
mightier force and influence: a word, 
a look (the leaſt intimation ) from 
them will doe more good, then others 


' beſt eloquence, cleareſt reaſon , moſt 


earneſt endeavours. For it is 1n them, 
if they would apply themſelves to it, as 


the wiſeſt Prince implies, to ſcatter 77:7- Prov. 20.8, 


quity with their eyes. A {mile of theirs 
were able to enliven Vertue, and diffuſe 
it all aboutz a frown might ſuffice to 
mortifie and diſiipate wickedneſs. Such 
apparently 1s their power of honouring 
God ; and in proportion thereto ſurely 
great tis their obligation to doe it : of. 
them peculiarly God expe it, and all 
_— exaCts it. What the meaner rank 
of ſervants ({ who are employ'd in ba- 
ſer drudgeries, whoſe fare is more 
courſe, whoſe wages are more ſcant , 
who ſtand at greater diſtance from their 
Lord, and receive no fach ample or ex- 

*  —Me4 preſs 


Matr.25. 


ſter's reputation 5 


Luk. I2. 4 
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refle&t on their Lord's eſteem, as they 
are highly capable of advancing his re 
pute 3 ſo all the rules of ingenuity and 


gratitude, all the laws of juſtice and e- 


quity do oblige them earneſtly to en- 
deavour it. And it 1s Trans no. lel 
their concernment to doe fo. For if 
there be diſorders, prejudicial to the 
Maſter's honour and intereſt , frequent- 
ly committed in the family, 'tis thoſe 
ſervants muſt be reſponſible : if due or- 


| 
| 


der be there kept to his glory and ad- ; 


vantage, they ſhall chiefly be commen- 


mens faults, or crowned for other mens 
| EE yer- 


23. ded, and peculiarly hear the Euge, hone | 
_ ſerve. They muſt be loaded with other 


| yed: 
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vertues, as their behaviour hath reſpec- 
tively contributed to them. Thoſe unt- 
yerſfal Rules'of equity, propoſed in the 
Goſpel, will, in God's reckoning with 
and requiting men, be punQually obſer- 


him much ſhall be required : anſwerable 
to the improvement of what is delive- 
red in truſt, ſhall the acceptance be. 

I have inſiſted ſomewhat more large- 


ly on this point, becauſe our Text hath - 


a particular aſpect thereon 3 the words 
being uttered upon occafion of E/:, 


then Judge in 1/#ae/, his not uſing au- 


thority to theſe purpoſes 3 his forbea- 
ring to redreſs a grievous abuſe , com- 
mitted by his own Sons, to the difler- 
vice and diſhonour of God. Whence 
to perſons of his rank 1s this law eſpeci- 
ally directed 3 upon them is this duty 
chiefly incumbent 3 on them affuredly , 
( as ſure as God is true, ) if they will 
obſerve the Duty, the Reward ſhall be 
conferred. God will certainly not one- 
ly preſerve the Honour they have alrea- 

y, but will accumulate more Honours 
on them. 

Theſe are general Truths; the parti- 
cular application of them is ours. God, 
[ pray, vouchſafe his grace and blefling, 
L 4 that 


o whomſoever much is given, of 
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that it way be: made to qur benefit and 


comfort. 


HIT. I ſhould now ſhew why the Du, 
ty is required of us, or how reaſonable 
it 1s. I muſt not {and the matter is'fo 


palpable that I need not ) ſpend many 
words on that. God ſurely doth not” 


*Azvgz)1& exatt Honour from us becauſe he needs 
33 rs 1 %-5t becauſe he is the better for it , be- 
vid w, ayty* 
ns war » = . 
Jus ries For(belidethat he cannot want any thing 
9774.7 0 without himſelf, that he cannot any- 
7) ape); = . . 
573, azu- Wiſe need mortal breath to praiſe him, 
@&7*e% 3 or hands of fleſh to ſerve him, who hath 
yop®, Chryl. __-14- 
5n Pſal. 144. Millions of better creatures then we ab- 
& videin folutely at his devotion, and can with a 
F/ſal.103. word create millions of millions more 
fitter then we to honour him ) the beſt 
e{timation we can have of him is much 
below him ; the beſt exprefiian we can 
make 1s very unworthy of him. He 1s 
infinitely excellent beyond what we 


Nehem. 6. 8. Cal Imagine or declare : his Name is ex- 


Pal. 148.13. alted above all bleſſing and praiſe ; bis 


- 29 43* olory is above the earth and heaven. $S0 


that all our endeavours to honour him 
are, in compariſon to what is due, but 
defects, and in a manner diſparagements 
to him. *Tis onely then (which ſhould 
aftect 


cauſe he ( far its ſelf ) delights therein. 


_ — 
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affe& our ingenuity to conſider ) his 
ure 
S. 


pu > ooodnels, that moves him, for our 
n 


Ti 
1. For that to honour God is the 


moſt proper work of Reaſon ; that for 
which primarily we were defignd and 
framed : (for as other things were made 
to afford the matter and occaſion , ſo 
Man was deſigned to exerciſe the ad of 
glorifying God : ) whence the perfor- 


efit and advantage, to demand it of 


153 


mance thereof doth preſerve and perfect Sen. Ep. 76. 


Our nature 3 to neglect it being unnatu- 
ral and monſtrous. 

2. For that alſo it is a moſt pleaſant 
duty. He is not a man ( hath loſt all 
natural ingenuity and humanity ) who 
doth not delight to make ſome returns 
thither, where he hath found much 
your will, whence he hath felt great 

indneſs. Since then all the good we. 


have, we have received from God's fa- 


vour, it cannot but be very pleaſant to 
render ſomewhat of requital ( as it 
vere ) unto him; and we can render 
no other but this. We cannot make 
God more rich , more joyfull , more 
happy then he is : all that we can doe 
Is, to expreſs our reverence toward 
lum. | 
3. For 
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3. For that likewiſe our honouring 


God diſpoſes us to the imitation of him, | 


( for what we do reverence we would 
reſemble, that is, to the doing thoſe 
things wherein our chief perfection and 
happine£ confiſts, whence our beſt-con- 
tent and joy doth ſpring. 

4. In fine, for that the praGtice of 
this duty is moſt profitable and benefi- 
cial to us ; unto it by an eternal rule of 
juſtice our final welfare and proſperity 
being annexed : whence God hath de- 
clared it to be the way and condition of 
our attaining that thing which we 66 
like and prize, Honour to our ſelves; 
the which by promiſe he hath engaged 
himſelf to confer on thoſe who honour 
him. And, 


IV. This promiſe he —_ ſe- 
veral ways: Some of them I ſhall brietly 
ſuggeſt. | 

1. The honouring God is of it felf 
an honourable thing 3 the employment 
which ennobles Heaven it ſelf, wherein 
the higheſt Angels da rejoyce and glory. 
'Tis the greateft honour of a Servant to 


bring credit to his Maſter, of a Subjet 


to ſpread his Prince's renown, and (up- 
on grounds vaſtly more obliging Fs Pl 
rea- 


dans 


ee alt 
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Creature to glonfie his Maker: that we 
may doe ſo/1s an honour we ſhould be 
glad, may be proud of. 
* 2. By honouring God we are imme- 
diately inſtated in great Honours we 
enter into moſt noble relations, acquire 
moſt illuftrious titles, enjoy molt glort- 
ous privileges : we become the friends 
and favourites of Heaven, are adopted 
| into God's family , and are ſtyled his 
Children ; do obtain a free acceſs unto 
him, a ſure proteQian under him, a rea- 
dy affiſtence from him in all our needs. 
rs what honour can exceed, can equal 
this? | | 
3. God hath fo ordered it , that Ho- 


nour is naturally conſe- 
quent upon the honou- 
ring him. God hath made 
Goodneſs anoble and a ſtate- 
ly thing; hath impreſſed 
upon it that beauty and ma- 
jelty which commands an 


univerſal love and venerati- 


on, which ſtrikes preſently 


both a kindly and an awfull 


Tire F TAwTnov THUWTE® 
e© Gn F ganas yencore= 
pO, (gc. Naz. Orat. de 
Paup. 


1s gloria maxim? excel- 
lit, quz wvirtute plurimim 
Faſter. Cic. E; 

Ka] axnInay 6 434930% 
wyEr Twill. Ariſtor. 
Eth - 4 3. 


reſpet into the minds of all men. The Prov. 12.26; 


rightzows 3s ( not onely in 


 Aded' gratioſa virtue off, 


himſelf, but in COMMON @- #1 mfitum ſit etiam malis 


% 
+ 
& 
2 
" 
; 
# 
»* 
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$ 


probare meliora, Sen, de Be- 
nefe 4. 17. 


ſteem) more excelent ther 
woe ; his 
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his neighbour. Power may be dreaded, 

Riches may be courted, Wit and Know- 

ledge may be admired; but onely 
Goodneſs 1s truly eſteemed and honou- 

ef 7% red. Not onely men of goodneſs and 
om iz. diſcretion, but even the vulgar fort of 
xois. &s men (yea, as Plato hath well obſerved, 
= 7 the worſt men) do pals this judgment, 


[ f &* | O 
15, 55 ni; do prefertrue Goadneſs aboveall things, 


Abgors *) T Fon - 
Ears Navervieu 765 aprives of arIpomy, X% 785 Nepus, Plat, 


4. God by his extraordinary provi- 
dence, as there 1s reaſon and occaſion, 
doth interpoſe, ſo as to procure Ho- 
nour to them, to maintain and further' 
their reputation, who honour him. God 

Pfal. 33 15: faſhioneth the hearts of men 5 The hearts 
Prov, 21.1. Of the greateſt men are in his hand ; he 
turneth them as the rivers of waters, whi- 
therſoever he will > he conſequently rai- 
 ſethor depreſleth us, as he pleaſes, inthe 

Pror. 16. 7. judgments and affeftions of men. Wher 
a man's ways pleaſe the Lord, he maketh 

even his enemies to be at peace with him, 

faith the Wiſe za ;, that 1s, he difpoſeth 

the moſt averſe minds to love and ho- 
nour him. No envy can ſupplant, no 
flander can deface the credit of fuch a 
perſon 3 ſince God hath taken it m 
| 19 


ee en nad Dn 
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his charge and care, ſince he hath. ſaid it, 
that he will bring forth his righteouſneſs Pal. 37.6. 
as the light, and his judgment as the 

00-day. God allo by ſecret methods, 

and undiſcernible trains, ordereth all e- 

vents, managing our thoughts and de- Pal. 30. 7: 
Ggns, our enterprizes and actions ſo, OOTY! 
that the reſult of them ſhall be matter of 

benefit, comfort, and reputation, or of 
difaſter , regret , and diſgrace , as he 

thinks good. Victory and ſucceſs he ab- 

ſolutely diſpoſeth of, and conſequently 

of the Honour that follows them 3 and 

they do uſually attend the honourers of 

God : for (as it 1s in the Pſalm) A good Pfal.rz1.10: 
ſucceſs have they who keep his command- "3 + 
ments. Many are the inſtances of per- 

ſons (ſuch as Abraham, Foſeph, Moſes, 

David, Job and Daniel ) who, for their 

ſignal honouring of God, from a baſe 

and obſcure, or from an afflicted and for- 

lorn condition, have, in ways ſtrange 

and wonderfull, been advanced to emi- 

nent dignity, have been rendred moſt 
1luſtrious, by the providence of him 

who raiſeth the poor out of the duſt, and 18am. 2.8. 
lifteth the beggar out of the dunghill, to Pink. 107-47« 
ſet them among Princes, and to make 

them inherit the throne of glory. He 

docth it in an evident manner, and emi- 

nNenc 
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neft Uegree, toſorhe 3 he doeth iting 
convenient way, and com 
ſare; to all that honour 


perent mes- 
him; 


5. Whereas men are naturally indj- 

Cic. ſe. 1. ned to bear much regard to the judg- 
ment of Poſterity concerning them, are 

deſirous to leave a Good name behind 

them , and to have their memory re- 

rained in efteem : God ſo difpoles things, 

Prov. 10. 5. that the memory of the juſt ſhall be bleſ: 
Pſal. 112. 6. ſed 5 that his Ax Bar; ſs ſalt be had in | 
Prov. 13. 9. everlaſting remembrance 3 that hzs light 


"AyZyxA, [7 $41, ah 
Acav nal 3. 7% ETei]e X68 
7s * 6 Ted) * TY even 
»3\a mvz quay ci & arJpa- 
mdoJ\curu, «Sy @e0v [i 
Cores ure, o Sy 67161 
452771, LY ' TWOIGNTES ©- 
ws av eis Tv filet y09- 
yov © tron ' Plat, E- 


iſt. 2. 


ſal rejoyee, (or barn clearly 
and 'pleafantly, even when 
his life is put out here.) No | 


ſpices can ſo embalm a man, 


no monument can ſo pre- | 
ferve his name and memo- | 
ry, as a pious converſation, 
whereby God hath been ho- 
noured, and men benefited. 


The fame of ſich. a 'perſon | 1s, in the beſt | 


judgments, far more precious and tru- | 


ly glorious, then is the fame of thoſe 
who have excelled in any other deeds 
or qualities. For what ſober man doth 
not 1n his thoughts afford a more high 
and hearty reſpett to thoſe poor Fiſher- 
men, who by their heroical activity 


and patience did honour God m the 
pro- 
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-opagation af his heavenly Truth, then 

Rl cho He@ars in Chivalry, thoſe 

Conquerours and atchievers of mighty 

exploits, (thoſe Alexanders and Ce ars) 

who have been renowned for 

things which ſeemed great, rather then 

for performing what was truly good ? 

To the honour of thaſe excellent poor 

men conſpicuous monuments have been 

erected every-where 3 annt- - 

verſary memorials of their T6 92 Jlawy 1% Xewt 

names and vertues are cele- in apr MapeTess % 

brated ; they are never men- 7% &;,.us mien, Kc, 

tioned or thought of with- Chryſ. in a Cor. Or. 27+ 

out reſpect ; their commen- 

dations are interwaven with the praiſes 

of their great Lord and Maker, whom 

they honoured. 

6. Laſtly, to thoſe who honour God 

here, God hath referved an Honour in- 

finitely great and excellent, in compa- 

riſon whereto all Honours here are bur 

dreams , the loudeſt acclamations of 

mortal men. are but empty ſounds, the 

brighteſt glories of this world are but 

duskiſh and fleeting ſhaſows ; an ho- 

nour moſt. ſolid, moſt durable 3 azz eter- 2 Cor. 4+ 17, 

zal weight of glory. They ſhall in the 

face of all the world be approved by 

the moſt righteous Judge his my” 

nable 
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Heaven ;'they ſhall then be ſeated upon 
unmovable Thrones, their heads encir- 
cled with unfading Crowns, their faces 
ſhining with rays of unconcerivable Glo- 
ry and majeſty. The leſs of Honour 
they have received here, 1n this tranfi- 
tory moment of life, the more thereof 
they ſhall enjoy in that future eternal 
ſtate : where, with him who, through 


Joh.8.49,50. the: whole courſe of his hte, ſought not 


is own honour , but the honour of him 


Heb. 2.5- that ſent him; who, for the ſuffering of 


death; was crowned with glory and ho- 


12-2" 7704r 5 Who, for the joy that was ſet be- 


fore him, enddnred the croſs, deſpiſing the 
ſhame, and is ſet at the right hand of God; 
with thoſe who confecrated all their en- 
deavours, and who ſacrificed their lives 


to the promoting of God's Honour, 


they ſhall pofleſs everlaſting glory: 
. Which, together with them, God Al- 
mighty of his infinite mercy grant unto 
us all, through Jeſ#s Chriſt our Lord 5 
to whom, with God the Father, and 
God the Holy Ghoſt, be for ever all 
Honour and Praiſe. Amer. | 
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T = HE world is much addicted to 
the Politicks 3 the heads of men 
& are very bulie in contrivance, 
and their mouths are full of talk about 
the ways of conſulting our ſafety , and 
ſecuring our intereſts May we not 
therefore preſume , that an infallible 
Maxim of Policy, propoſing the moſt 
expedite and certain method of ſecurity 
in all our tranſactions , will be enterta1- 
ned with acceptance ? Such an one the 
greateſt Politician and wiſeſt man for 


| buſineſs (if we may take God's own 


\ % & 
- 
Oo, % 
_ IK 'y - 
.v 
.” gi 
” 


1 King. 3.12, 


word for 1t ) that ever was, or will be, 


doth here ſuggeſt to us. For' the prac- 
tice couched 1n our Text he otherwhere 
' voucheth for a point of Policy, telling 


us, that A mar of underſtanding walketh prov. 15.21, 


prightly : and; here he recommendeth 
| M "i 
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It as a method of Security, He that wal 
 keth uprightly, walketh ſurely. | 

Treating upon which Aphoriſm, | þ 

_ ſhall, by God's help, endeavour, firſt, 

>.* 11-way of -Explication, briefly to ds. | 

# ſcribe the practice it ſelf; then, in way 

of Proof, by ſome Conſiderations to de 
clare, that Security doth attend it. 


For Explication. To walk ( as wel 
in the ſtyle of Holy Scripture, as in other 
Writings, and even in common ſpeech ) | 
doth ſignifie our uſtal courſe of dealing, 
or the conſtant tenour of our practice. 

=2n COprightly, according to the origin, 
might be rendred, 77 perfe&iorr, or, with 
integrity-s And ' by the Greek Tranſl: 
tours in ſeveral places is ſuppoſed chick | 
Iy to denote Sincerity and Purity of in- | 
tention. | | 

In-effe&t, the Phraſe, He that walkett | 
zprightly, doth import, One who is cot: | 
ſtantly difpoſed in his deſigns and der | 

| tings to bear a principal regard to the | 
He that wal res of his Duty, and the difates of bis. 


h-th in bi $i > , | 
zprightneſs, Conſcience ; who in every caſe emer | 


feareth rhe gent 1sready to perform that, which up. 


Lord. Proy, ©. as; © - 
54 4 __ good dcliberation doth appear moſt 


juit and fit, in conformity to God's Lan 
and ſound Reaſon, without being fry | 
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ed by any appetite, any paſhion, any {j- 


_ niſter reſpe& to his own private 1ntereſt 


of profit, credit, or pleaſure, to the com- 


miſſion of any unlawtull, irregular, un-. 
-worthy or baſe at; who generally 


doth a& out of good principles ; (name- 
ly, reverence to God, charity to men, 
ſober regard to his own true welfare ; ) 
who doth aim at good ends, that is, at 
God's honour, publick benefit, his own 
Salvation, other good things ſubordinate 
to thoſe, or well conſiſtent with them 5 
who doth proſecute his deſigns by law- 
full means, in fair ways, ſuch as honeſt 
providence and induſtry, veracity and 
fidelity, dependence upon God's help , 
and prayer for his bleſſing : In ſhort , 
One who never adviſedly doth under- 
take any bad thing, nor any good thing 
to 1]] purpoſes 3 nor doth ule any foul 
means to compals his intents. 


_ For Proof. That ſuch an one doth e- 
ver proceed with much ſecurity, from the 
following Conſiderations may appear. 


{. An upright walker 1s ſecure of ea- 
fily finding his way. For it eommonly 


requireth no reach of wit or depth of 


judgment, no laborious diligence of en- 
| M 2 quiry, 


I63 
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\ quiry, no curious intentneſs of obſer. 
vation, no ſolicitous care, or plodding 
ſtudy, to diſcern in any caſe what 
juſt 5 we need not much trouble our 
heads about it, for we can hardly be to 
ſeek for it. If we will but open our | 
eyes, it heth in view before us, being 
the plain, ſtraight, obvious road, which 
common Reaſon prompteth , or which 
ordinary Inſtruction pointeth out to us: 
ſo that uſually that direGion of Solomon 

Prov. 4. 25, 1s ſufficient, Let thine eyes look right on, 
_— a 1 ** and let thine ege-lids look ſtraight before 
4. 6. 

thee—— Turn not to the right hand, nor to 

the left. 

The ways of iniquity and vanity, (it | 

we may call them ways, which indeed | 

are but exorbitancies and ſeductions | 

from the way , ) ill defigns, and bad | 

means of executing defigns, are very un- | 
intelligible, very obſcure, abſtruſe and. 
itricate ; being infinitely various, and 
utterly uncertain : ſo- that out of them 
to pick and fix on this or that, may 
puzzle our heads, and perplex our 

hearts 3 as to purſue any of! them, may | 

1mvolve us 1n great difficulty and trou- | 

ble. But the ways of Truth, of Right, ' 

of. Vertue, are ſo very ſimple and unt | 

form, ſo fixed and permanent, ſo yo 

and * 
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and notorious, that we can hardly miſs 
them, or ( except wiltully ) ſwerve 
from them. For they by Divine wiſe- 
 dorft werechalked out, not onely for. 
ingenious and ſubtle perſons, { men of 

great parts, of refined wits, of long ex- 
perience , ) but rather for the vulgar 
community of men, the great Body of 
God's ſubjes, conſiſting in perſons of 
meaneſt capacity, and ſmalleſt improve- 
ment : being deſigned to »24ke wiſe the Pal. 19. 7. 
ſimple, to give the young man knowledge $119; = 
and diſcretion 3 to direct all ſorts of Prov. x. 4» 
people in their duty, toward their hap- Plal-119. 9- 
pineſs; according to that in the Pro- 
phet, A high way ſhall be there , and it 16. 35. 8. 
ſhall be called the way of Holineſs —the 9% 19ou- 
wayfaring-men, though fools, ſhall not erre HRT 
therein. 

They are. in very legible characters 
graven by the finger of God upon our kom. 2. 15. 
hearts and conſciences, fo that by any Ife. 30. 21- 
conſtderate reflexion inwards we may IgE 
eaſily reade them : or they are extant 
in God's Word, there written as with 
a Sun-beam, fo perfpicuouſly expreſled, 
{o frequently inculcated, that without 
groſs negligence or ſtrange dulneſs we 
cannot but deſcry them. For who with 
halt an eye may not ſee, that the prac- 

M 3 tice 


EY DAWES woe & 1 nmr th vm 


Ir WE es ere -— 
wk 956 TEAS repo cy.'-" Soo PI 9c -p- 


- wat w— 
— _ et" a 
Com eres 
> $90 90s; "4s 5.0919 Rs 
Po oP ay <p tet Eos 
= a" 
w_ p——_— yo 
roy 
ET I wo. 


_ _ 
I SEISS. Manbilete. ABD > GDI Want 4 WE a 
na 49 229 enter bs, aaa ——__ _ * ———_ _—_ ” *. - 
= algo 04s. ems A OE EET 
” . ——_ - ©. re yy ye >. ” - = "S _ 
WOT w *. 4 mo IT RIn AB EinG » Aer i? Wag ne *ndbn tres _o_ _ 
[jen nth = ne . 
== >, = pc ND —_— Au Fog AS. > 910 ” att a ar2ts #4 
Ps * _ ben em. = ns ps Gyre ns oY eee aaa rae 
— 
p . +4 — _ 06. ng 7 re ICE cn on . _ . EE OE ARG SE 9-4 i rigs >. ee 
IIS FLAY A Pig SY Ir xe, - = : D b. I + wo yn. = ” 
D arr Wor II tne r—enage po EI + —_— - - My _ - . _—_ " napping oe eaten ran es 4 ſy"! ; 
MI FG 5 -W SL Ti 4a 9 bzaz” .aai- © —— x ”_ NT . gs — ——_ CEO _ .—— no 
, > 2 - "IR"... » 4 


$66 


Prov. 4. 19. & 2. 13,15. 
Joh. 8. 12. Pſal. 82. 5. & 
125, $. & LP 6. & 73-18, 


Jer. 23- 12. 


* Heb. 12. 13. Pſal. s.8. 
Luke 3. 5. Prov. 3. 23. 


Deut. 5. 32. 


j| Prov. 4. 18. 
Prov. 8. 8,5. & 14. 6. 
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Pſal. 26. 12. 


Pſal. 37. 3t- 
I 7.5. & 16. 
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tice of pious love and reverence toward 


God, of entire juſtice and charity to- 
ward our neighbour, of ſober tempe- 
rance and purity toward our ſelves, is 
approved by Reaſon, is preſcribed by 
God to us ? | | 
Hence 1n the Holy Scriptures, as bad 
ways are called dark, croo- 


ſo the good ways are ſaid to 
be * clear, plain, dire&, e- 
ven ways. || The path of the 
Juſt (lay they) is as a ſhining 
light. AU the words of my 
mouth are plain to him that 
anderſtandeth, (or, that con- 


{idereth them.) My foot ſtan- 


& 38. 14. 


deth in an even place. The 


& 26.1. & Tuw of his God # in his heart; 
39, | Ra : 
| none of his fteps ſhall ſlide. 
Hence it 1s affirmed , that an upright 
man doth hardly need any conducdt be- 
fide his own honeſty. For, The integri- 
ty ( ſaith Solomon ) of the upright ſhall 
gnide them ;, and, The righteouſneſs of the 
perfe? ſhall dire his way. 
But in caſe ſuch an one ſhould ever 


ked, rough, ſlippery ways; 


vn ads axis 10S 4 


be at a ſtand or at a loſs, in doubt of his : 


courſe, he hath always at hand a mot 
ſure guide to conduct or direct him. It 


g 
> 
1 E 


| ways, O Lord, teach me thy paths; Teach wo yg 
' me to doe thy will, and, Lead me in the Pſal.143.10:; 


1 
h 
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is but asking the way of him, or 


fying , with the Plalnuſt, Shew xe thy Mp4: 


"HR & 139. 24, & 
way everlaſting 3 O let me not wander wy gots 


| from thy commandments : and then * his pal.119.1o, 


ears ( as the Prophet ag ſhall hear a 27, 33s 35» 
word behind him ſaying, This is the way, * Iſa.20. 2. 
walk, you in it 5 then the words of the = 
Phlmiſt ſhall be verified, What mar 7s he Pal. 25. 9, 
that feareth the Lord 2 him ſhall he teach. "* © 37-25 
in the way that he ſhall chuſe. The meek 
will he guide in judgment, and the meek, 
he will teach his way. 

Hence is the upright man happily ſe- 
cured from tiring pains 1n the ſearch, 
from racking anxieties in the choice, 
from grating ſcruples and galling re- 
grets in the purſuit of his way. 


IT. The upright walker doth tread (frov. 12.5.) 
upon firm ground. He doth build his ” 
practice, not upon the perillous bogs, 
the treacherous quagmires, the T 
vouring quick-ſands > uncouth, bold, - 


1mpious Paradoxes, ( ſuch as have been 


vented by Epicurzs, by Machiavel , 
by others more lately, whoſe infamous 
names are too weil known, as the ef- 
tes of their peſtilent notions are too 
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' much felt; ? but upon ſolid, fafe, ap- 
proved, and well-tried principles; zz, 


- theſe, and the like coherent with them: } 


That there is an eternal God , incom- | 
prehenſibly powerfull, wiſe, juſt, and - 


and: ever intent upon us 3 viewing not 
onely all our external ations, ( open 
and ſecret,) but our inmoſt cogitations, 
defires, and intentions , by the which 
our actions chiefly are to be eſtimated; 
That He , as Governour of the world, 
and Judge of men, -doth concern him- 
ſelf in all humane affairs, diſpoling 
and managing all events according to | 
his rightequs pleaſure ; exacting punc- | 
tual obedience to his laws, and difpen- | 
ſing recompences anſwerable thereto; 
with impartial juſtice rewarding each 
man according to the purpoſes of his 
heart, and the practices of his life : That 
all our good and happineſs doth abſo- 
lutely depend on God's favour; fo that | 
to pleaſe him can onely be true wile- | 
dom, and to offend him the great folly: 
That Vertue is incomparably the belt 
endowment whereof we are capable, 
and $11 the worſt miſchief to which we | 
are liable : That no worldly good © | 
evil is conſiderable in compariſon with | 


goods | 
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goods or evils ſpiritual :.© That nothing 
can be really profitable or advantage- 
ons to us, which doth not confiſt with 


_ our duty to God, doth not ſome-wiſe 


conduce to our ſpiritual intereſt , and 
eternal welfare : yea, That every thing 
not ſerviceable to thoſe purpoſes 1s e1- 
ther a frivolous trifle , or a dangerous 
ſnare, or a notable dammage, or a wo- 
full bane to us : That content of mind, 
ſpringing from innocence of lite, from 
the faithfull diſcharge of our duty, from 
fatisfaction of Conſcience, from a good 
hope in regard to God and our future 
ſtate, 1s in our eſteem and choice much 
to be preferred before all the delights 
which any temporal poſſeſſion or frui- 
tion can afford : and, That a bad mind 
1s the ſoreſt adverſity which can befall 
us. Such are the grounds of upright 
practice, more firm then any rock, more 
nnſhakeable then the foundations of 
heaven and earth ; the which are aſſu- 
red by the Sacred Oracles, and atteſted 
by many remarkable Providences have 
ever been avowed by the wiſer ſort, 
and admitted by the general conſent of 
men, as for their truth, moſt agreeable 
to Reaſon, and for their uſefulneſs, ap- 
proved by conſtant experience. The 
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 beliefof them having apparently moſt 
wholſome .influence upon all the con- 
cerns of life, both publick and private; 
indeed, being abſolutely needfull for 
upholding Government, and preſerving 
humane Society 3 no obligation , no 
faith or confidence between men, no 
friendſhip or peace. being able to ſub- 
fiſt without it. Whence the practice 
built on ſuch foundations muſt be very 
ſecure. And if God ſhall not ceaſe to 
be, if he will not let go the reins, if 
his Word cannot deceive, if the wi- 
ſeſt men are not infatuated, if the com- 
mon ſenſe of mankind do not prove 
extravagant, if the main props of life 
and pillars of Society do not fail ; he 
that walketh uprightly, doth proceed 
on ſure grounds. 


HI. The upright perſon doth walk 
ſteddily, maintaining his principal reſo: 
Jutions, and holding his main courſe, 
through all occaſions, without flin- 
ching or wavering, or deſultory incon- 
fiſtence and fickleneſs ; his integrity 
being an excellent ballaſt, holding him 
tight and well-poiſed in his deportment 3 
ſo that waves of temptation daſhing on 
him do not make him roll in uncertain- 


ty, 


SHE * o—hPe: 


F ty, or topple over into unworthy prac- 
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tices. : 
Luſt, paſſion, humour, intereſt, are 


1 things very mutable, as depending up- 


on temper of body, caſualties of time, 
the winds and tides of this vertiginous 
world : whence he that is guided or 
moved by them muſt needs be »ary- Jam. 1.8. 
minded, and unſtable in all his ways 3 

will reel to and fro like a drunken man, vlal.107.27- 
and be at his wit's ends ; never enjoying 

any ſettled reſt of mind, or obſerving a 

ſmooth tenour of a&ion. But good 
Conſcience is very ſtable, and perſiſteth 

unvaried through all circumſtances of 

time, 1n all vicif{itudes of fortune. For 

it ſteereth by immovable pole-ſtars, the 
inviolable rules of duty ; it aimeth at 

marks which no force can ſtir out of 

their place 3 its objects of mind and atf- 

tection are not tranſitory; its hopes and 
confidences are fixed on the rock of ages. 

Whence an upright perſon in all caſes, 

and all conditions, ( proſperous or ad- 

yerſe,) is the ſame man, and goeth the Te7c#3a10- 
ſame way. Contingencies of affairs donot Fuſtum & 
unhindge his mind from its good pur- !enacwm pro- 
poſes, or divert his foot from the right + cn Hoe.” 
courſe. Let the weather be fair or foul, 

let the world ſmile or frown, let him 

get 


172 


2 Cor. 6.8, 


'Pfal. 112. 
7,8. 
Prove. 3+ 2 Jo 


Frov, 16, 3. 
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get or loſe by it, let him be favoured or 
croſſed, commended or reproached, (by 
honour and diſhonour, by evil report and 
good report, ) he will doe what his duty 
requireth : the external ſtate of things 
muſt not alter the moral reaſon of things 
with him. 


miſt obſerveth of him ; He ſhall not be 


afraid of evil tidings, for his heart ſtan- | 


deth faſt, and believeth in the Lord. His 
heart is ſtabliſhed, and will not ſhrink, 
And this the Wiſe mar promiſeth to 
him 3 Commit thy works unto the Lord, 
and thy thoughts ſhall be eflabliſhed. 


ence a man is ſecured from diff- 


This 1s that which the Pfal. 


dence in himſelf, and diſtraction 1n his | 
mind, from frequently being off the ' 


hooks, from leading an unequal lite, 
claſhing with it ſelf, from deluding and 
diſappointing thoſe with whom he con- 
verſeth or dealeth , and conſequently 
from the inconveniencies iſſuing thence. 


TV. The way of Uprightnefſs 1s the 
ſureſt for diſpatch, and the ſhorteſt cut 


toward the execution or attainment of 


any good purpoſe; ſecuring a man from 
irkſome expectations and tedious delays, 


Prov, 13.12, the which (as the V Viſe HAN ſaith) ao 


make the heart ſick. 
It 


J 


& T2 <2 


SG ——_ WY 


we Oo .Xqc e959, o0o©&: TT 


Cr er edi ener 
» 


The Fifth Sermon. 


and the plain way. And as in Geometry, 
of all lines or ſurfaces contained within 
the ſame bounds, the ſtraight line and 
the plain ſurface are the ſhorteſt ; ſo it 
is alſo in morality : by the right line of 
Juſtice, upon the plain ground of Ver- 
tue, a man ſooneſt will arrive to any 
well-choſen end. 

In this way there are no bewildring 
intrigues and mazes, no crooked win- 
dings and turnings, no occaſions forcing 
men to dance hither and thither , to 
skip backward and forward, to doe and 
undoe ; which courſes do protract bu- 
fineſs, and commonly do hinder from 
ever diſpatching it. But a man acting 
juſtly and fairly, doth continually pro- 
ceed on in the dire open road, without 


retreat, excurſion, or deflexion 5 zot tur- ira 4+ 27. 
Eur. 5. 32» 


ing aſide (as the phraſe is in Holy Writ) 
to the right hand, or to the left. 

To clamber over fences of Duty, to 
break through hedges of Right, to treſ- 
pals upon hallowed encloſures, may 
ſeem the moſt ſhort and compendious 
ways of getting thither where one 
would be : But doth not a man ven- 
ture breaking his neck, or ſcratching 
his face, incurring miſchief and trouble 


_ there- 


It in Scripture is called the ſtraight Luk. 3. 5. 
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The Þiſth- Sermon. 
thereby? Is he not liable to the fate 
to which the Preacher doometh him, 
cles 10. 8. He that diggeth a pit ſhall fall into it: 

and whoſo breaketh a hedge, a ſerpent ſhal 
bite him 2 For inſtance, to grow rich, 
fraud, extortion, corruption, oppreſſion, 
over-reaching and —_ may ſeem 
the readieſt and moſt expedite ways; 
but in truth they are the fartheſt ways 
about, or rather no ways at all : fo 


* 
* W 
_ - 


that which 1s got by thoſe means 1s not 


our own; nor 1s the poſſeſſion of it 
truly wealth, but uſurpation, or deten- 
tion of ſpoil and rapine, which we 
ought to diſgorge. And however, 
to the getting it there are often migh- 
ty difficulties occurring from men, there 
(Prov. 23+ are commonly infuperable obſtacles in- 
*2:1%-) terpoſed by God; who hath expreſly 
| condemned and curſed thoſe ways, de- 
P;or. 13. 11. Claring, that Wealth gotten by vanity (or 


Prov. 22. 16, COZenage) ſhall be diminiſhed ; that He | 
that oppreſſeth to encreaſe his riches, ſhal | 


Prov. 28. 22, ſurely come to want ; that He who (thus) 
20. & 13.11, haſteth to be rich, hath an evil eye, and 
conſudereth not that poverty ſhall come 


Jer. 19. 11. #por him 5, th:t, As the partrich ſitteth on | 
eggs, and hitcheth them not : ſo he tht | 
getteth riches, and not by right, ſhall leave | 

ther in the midſt of his days, and at his 
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end ſhall be a fool. Whereas the plain 
way of honeſt harmleſs induſtry,(joyned 
with a pious regard to him who 1s the 
diſpenſer of all good things,) how flow 
ſoever it may ſeem, 1s the moſt ſpeedy, 
becauſe the onely ſafe, way to thrive 3 
having, beſide all ſecondary advantages, 
the ſecurity of thoſe Oracles 3 The hand wy IO. 4 
of the diligent ſhall make rich : He that yp," 5, 
gathereth by labour , ſhall increaſe + By Prov. 22. 4. 
humility and the fear of the Lord are P\*-112-3- 
riches, and honour, and life. 


V. The way of Uprightneſs 1s in RI 2 gang 
ſelf very ſafe, free of danger, tending id 
to no miſchief 3 according to thoſe ſay- 10. 29. 
ings of the Wiſe mar ; There ſhall no evil Prov. 12.21. 
happen to the juſt : In the way of righteouſ= Prov. 12.28, 
neſs is life ; and in the path thereof there 
# no death. 

He who defigneth onely that which 
1s juſt and reaſonable, who innocently 
and fairly proſecuteth his intent, can 
run no great hazzard, cannot fall into 
any extreme diſaſtcc , cannot 1rrecove- Plal. 37. 24 
rably ſink int» miſerable diſappoint- 
ment, 

He probably will not receive much 
harm from men, or trouble from the 
world : for, as he meaneth innocently, 

as 
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as he dealeth inoffenfively,. (not vio- 
lently affailing , not fraudulently cir- 
cumventing, not any-wiſe injuriouſly 
or maliciouſly abuſing any man,) as he 
doth yield no juſt provocation or ur- 
gent temptation to oppoſe him ; ſo he 
15 not very likely to meet with obſtruc- 
tions or croſſes thwarting his deſigns, 
He can hardly raiſe up adverſaries ; at 
leaſt ſach as will prove very formidable, 
- very .flerce and implacable toward 
im. 

He may be ſure that few wiſe men, 
and no good men will trouble him; 
but that ſuch rather will afford their 
countenance and furtherance to his un- 
dertakings. | 

But aſſuredly he ſhall have the fa- 
vourable protection of Almighty God, 
who throughly knowing his heart, and 
obſerving the righteouſneſs of his 1n- 
tentions and proceedings, will not fut- 
Pal. 25. 21, fer him to incurr any notable, deftruc- 
(Prov. 13.6, tive, remedileſs calamity. His prayer, 
& 11.5.) dictated by good conſcience, Let inte- 
rov. 2.7.& . . N . 
18. 10. & 28, grity and wprightneſs preſerve me, Will 
a=-& 29-25. certainly be heard 3 God having paſſed 
30,35. & 23, 015 word for it in numberleſs places of 
4 & 24. 4,5. 9Cripture 3 particularly in thoſe remar- 
J9b 1114415: able words of 1/ay : * He that walketh 


* Iſa. 23. 1 
16, «he richte- 
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#ighteonſly and ſpeaketh uprightly, he that 
deſpiſeth the gain of oppreſſtons, that ſha 
; keth his hands from holding of brives, 
: Þ that floppeth his ears from hearing of 
: Wond, and ſhutteth his eyes from ſeeing 
evil; He ſhall del! on high, his place of 
| defence ſhall be the munitions of rocks, 
his bread ſhall be given him, his watce 
ſhall be ſure, . That 1s, A man who 18 
conſtantly upright in his dealings, ſhall 
by the Divine Providence be infallibly 
and impregnably preſerved from any 
grievous miſchiet, from any ſore want, 
from any extreme diſtreſs. 
The way of Uprightnels 1s ever guar- - 

ded with Angels, ready to promote the | 
affairs of the honeſt perſon, or at leaſt 
to protect him from evil. He may hope- 
fully ſay to himſelf, as Abraham did to 
his Servant, The Lord, before whom Þ Gen. 24. 46. 
walk, will ſend his Angel with thee, and 
proſper thy way - or he confidently may 

apply to himſelf that of the Pfalmilſt, 

He ſhall give his Angels charge over thee, Pal. g1. it, 
to keep thee in all thy ways + They ſhall ** 
| bear thee up in their hands, leſt thou daſh 
thy foot againſt a ſtone. 

However, the ſequele will be tole- 
rable : what-ever the ſucceſs of his un- 
dertaking be, it can be no ruine, ng 
N {Jurr, 
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{lurr, no heart-breaking 'to him. Hig 


Conſcience is ſafe, his credit is entire 


his hopes are good 3 he is perfedtly fe | 


cure from being tainted with foul guil, 
from being expoſed to due reproach, 
from being ſtung with vexatious re- 
morſe , from being plunged into a gulf 
of deſperation or diſconſolateneſs. Fax, 


VI. The way of Uprightnelſs 1s far 
and pleaſant. 
bath good weather, and a clear skie + 
bout him 3 a hopefull confidence, and 
a cheartull ſatisfaction do ever wait up- 
on him. I is joy (as the Wiſe ma 
ſaith) zo the juſt to doe judgment. 

Being conſcious to himſelf of an hy 
neſt meaning, and a due courſe of pro 
ſecuting it , he feeleth no check of 
{trugghng of mind, no regret Or {ting 
of heart; being thoroughly ſatisfied and 
pleaſed with what he is about, his judg 
ment approving, and his will acqutt 
ſcing in his- procedure, as worthy d 
himſelf, agreeable to reaſon, and cot 
formable to his duty. 

He therefore briskly moveth forward 
with alacrity and courage ; there be- 
ing within him nothing to control 
countermand him, to pull him back, , 

mane 


He that walketh in 


TY 
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make him halt, to diſtract or diſturb 


him. 


Nor hardly can any thing abroad 
difmay or diſcourage him. For he may 


reaſonably hope for the good will of 


men, and cannot hugely dread their 
oppoſition. He may ſtrongly preſume 
upon the propitious afpe&t and favou- 
rable ſuccour of Heaven, which always 


ſmileth and caſteth benign, influences P79. 11-20. 


on honeſt undertakings. 


He that hath choſen a good way, may 
with aſſurance commend his way ro 
God's providence ; he may depend up- 
on God for his concurrent benediction ; 


he with an humble boldneſs may ad- Heb. 4. 16 


drefs prayers to God for his protection 
and aid. He fo doing hath intereſt in 
divers clear declarations and exprcls 


promiſes of good ſuccels ; 


fuch as thoſe; Commit thy Phil. 37. a 5. api 
way unto the Lord,truſt aljo in pc. 34 22, ming _— & 


him, and he ſhall bring it to 33-21. Prov. 10- 24- 


18, 19. & 34+ 
Is. & 26, 11, Job 22. 27« 


Prov 16.3 


paſs. The Lord 3s nizh unto Pal. 145 
all that call upon him in truth: 
He will fulf/ the deſire of then 


that fear him; he will hear their cry, and 


will ſave them. 


He may dare to refer his caſe to the 


ſevereſy examination, ſaying with Fo 
| 2 


þ, 
L:t 


Jer. 32. 19. 
Prov. 24«14s» 
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Job 31.6, Let me be weighed in an even balance, 
| ' that God may know mine integrity ; and 
'Pfal. 7. 8. & with the Pſalmiſt, Judge me, O Lord, 
-xtth according to my righteouſneſs, and accor- 
ding to mine integrity, that is in me. 

He with an humble confidence can 
appeal to God, borrowing the words 

2 King, 20.3. of Hezekzah, I beſeech thee, O Lord, re- 
member how I have walked before thee in 
truth and with a perfe& heart, and have 
done that which 3s good in thy ſight. 

Prov. 10.28, Hence, The Hope of the righteous (as 
the VViſe man telleth us) 7 gladneſs. 
He conſidering the goodnels, the juſtice, 
the fidelity of God, whereof his inte- 
grity doth render him capable and a 
proper object, cannot but conceive a 
comfortable hope of a good 1flue. 

And obtaining ſucceſs, he doth not 
onely enjoy the material pleaſure there- 
of, but the formal ſatisfation that 1t 1s 
indeed good ſucceſs, or a bleſling in- 
dulged to him by ſpecial favour of God; 
enabling him to ſay with the Pſalmiſt, 

_ 18. 20, The Lord rewarded me according to my 
; righteonſneſi 5 according to the cleanneſs 
of my hands hath he reconipenſed me. 

For I have kept the ways of the Lord, 

_ have not wickedly departed from my 

od. 
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However, an upright dealer hath this 
comfortable - reſerve , that what-ever 
doth befall him, however the buſineſs 
goeth, he ſhall not condemn, and pu- 
niſh himſelf with remorſe 3 he ſhall not 
want a conſolation able to ſupport and 


to ere his mind. He ſhall triumph, if 


Ion 


not in the felicity of his ſucceſs, yet 1n (on 24 


the integrity of his heart, and the inno- 
cence of his deportment 3 even as Bleſ- 
ſed Job did under all the preſſures of his 


adverſity : for, Ti/ I die, ( ſaid he) I Job 29. 5,6. 


will not remove my integrity from me, 
My righteouſneſs I hold faſt, and will not 
let it go: my heart ſhall not reproach me 
to long as Þ live. 

So true it 1s upon all accounts, that, 
'- according to that afſertion in the Pſalm, 


Light is ſown for the righteous, and joy- Pal. 97. 11. 


full gladneſs for the upright in heart. 


VII. He that walketh —_— 1s 


ſecure as to his honour and credit. He 
1s ſure not to come off diſgracefully, 
either at home in his own apprehenſt- 
ons, or abroad 1n the eſtimations of men. 
He doth not bluſh at what he is doing, 
nor doth reproach himſelf for what he 


hath done. No blemiſh or blame can - 


ſtick upon his proceeding. 
N 3 By 
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By pure Integrity a man firſt main- 
taincth a due reſpe& and eſteem for 
himſclf, then preſerveth an entire repy- 
tation with others : he refkeCeth on his 
own heart with complacence, and loo- 
keth upon the world with confidence. 
He hath no fear of being detected, or 
care to ſmother his intents. He 1s con- 
tent that his thoughts ſhould be ſoun- 
ded, and his actions ſifted to the bot- 
tom. He could even wiſh, that his breaſt 
had windows, that his heart were tran(- 
parerit, that all the world might ſee. 
through him, and deſcry the clearnefs 
of his intentions. The more curiouſly 
his ways are marked, the more exaCtly 
his dealings are ſcann'd , - the more 
thoroughly his deſigns are penetrated 
and known; the greater approbation he 


Is ſure to receive. | 
The iſſue of things affuredly will be 
creditable to him; and/ when the day- 
light hath ſcattered all miſts, hath clea- 
red all miſpriftons and miſtakes, -his re- 
pygation will ſhine moſt brightly : the 
nt declaring, that he had no corrupt 
ends 3 the courſe of his proceedings be- 
Ing juſtified by the very light of things. 
God himſelf will be concerned to 
vindicate his reputation, not OR 
im 


| 


The Fifth Sermon. 163 


im to be conſiderably defamed; accor- 


ding to that promiſe, He ſhall bring forth Pal. 37.6, 


thy righteonſneſs as the light, and thy mga” 
indoment as the noon-day. That in Fob 
will be made good to him, Ther ſhalt Job 11. 1g. 
thou lift up thy face without ſpot + and he 
may confidently averre with the Pſal- 


miſt, Then ſhall I not be aſhamed, when Pal. 119. 6, 


1 have reſpedf to all thy commandments, 39: 4% 
If he findeth good ſuccefs, 1t will 

not be invidious, appearing well de- 

ſerved, and fairly procured : 1t will be 


truly honourable as a fruit and recom- pal. gr, rg. 


pence of Vertue, as a mark and pledge 
of the Divine favour toward him. 

If he ſeemeth difappointed, yet he 
will not be diſparaged : wiſe and can- 
did men will excuſe him; good men 
will patronize his cauſe ; no man of 
ſenſe and ingenuity will infult on his 
misfortune. He ſhall rot (as the Pfal- PA. 37.19. 
miſt affureth) be aſhamed in an evil time. 
Yea, often his repute from under acloud 
will ſhine, if not with ſo glaring ſplen- 
dour, yet with a pleafant luſtre 5 Ug- 
rightneſs diſpoſing him to bear adyerſe 
events with a gracefull decency. 


VE. The particular methods of ac- 
ting which Uprightneſs diſpoſeth to ob- 
N 4 ſerve, 
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ſerve, do yield great ſecurity from trou- 
bles and ciofles in their tranſactions. 
What is the conduct of the upright 
man ? He ts clear, frank, candid, harm- 
leſs, conſiſtent in all his behaviour, his 

Prov. 13. 5s. diſcourſe, his dealing. His heart com- 

Plal. 36. 3.4 monly may be ſcen 1n his face, bis mind 

& 34. 13. & q : / Se : : 

TR oth ever ſute with his ſpeech, his deeds 
have a juſt correſpondence with his pro- 
fcihions: he never faileth to perform 
what he doth promiſe , and to ſatisfie 
the expectations which he hath raiſed. 

He doth not wrap himſclt in (clouds , 
that none may ſee where he 1s, or know 
how to find him 5 may diſcern what he 
15 about,* or whither he tendeth. 

Proy. 10.189, He diſguiſeth not his intents with fal- 
Jacious pretences of conſcience, of pu- 
blick good, of ſpecial friendſhip, and re- 
ſpect. 

He doth uſe no difingenuous, ſpite- 
full, unjuſt tricks or ſleights to ſerve the 
preſent turn. 

Fen: or He laieth no baits or ſnares to catch 

& 56. 6. & 777, alluring them into miſchief or 1n- 

9. 15. & 7. CONVENIENCE. 

2" 6 & As hedoth not affett any poor baſe 

35.7. & 140. ends, ſo he will not defile his fair inten- 

5 = 26.2, £10nS by fordid means of compaſling 

Eccles 10.8.) (NEM 3 1uch as are 11lufive ENT ; 

an 
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2nd ſibdolous artifices, treacherous col- Pla, to. 7. 
"ej ; . 21. 
laſions, flie inſinuations, and ſycophan- 7.37 £5 


tick detractions, verſatile whiftlings and g, 10. & $6. 
dodgings , flattering colloguings and 5 
glozings, ſervile crouchings and faw- xectus 1g. 
/ nings, and the like. 26, 


v $4605 
He hath little of the Serpent, ( none CEE 


of its lurking inſidiouſneſs, of its ſurpri- & 26. 25. 
zing violence , of its rancorous venom , 
of its keen mordacity, ) but much of the 
Dove, ( all its ſimplicity, its gentleneſs, 
its fidelity, its innocence, ) 1n his con- 
verſation and commerce. 

His wiſedom 1s ever tempered with 
lincerity, and ſeaſoned with humanity , 
with meekneſs, with charity 3 being the Jam. 3. 17. 
wiſedom which is from above, firſt pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, caſte to be entrea- 
ted, full of good fruits, without partiali- 
ty, and without hypocriſce. 


= 


He ſometime may prudently reſerve Prov. 14-33. 
bis mind, not venting it by fooliſh lo- pres pk 
quacity : but his words do never claſh 3. & 21.23. 
with his meaning, fo as to deeeive or F 2: 23: 
diſappoint 'any man. pans 

He may warily prevent harm and de- Prov. 22. 3: 
cline perils : but it is without hurtfull woke a 
countermining, or deriving miſchief on 1s, 16. 

Eis neighbour. ; | 

He may diſcreetly pick out ſeaſons , Eccles 8. s. 
and 


Prov. 123.16. 
19.11, 


_ ſign. 
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and erybrace oppottunitics of righting 


or benefiting himſelf: bur He never will 
ſeek or lay hold of advantages to preju- 
dice others. - 

He ſometimes may repreſs 1nſurtections 
of anger or diſguſt : but, he never doth 
allow them to bake into rancour or ma- + 
lice. | 

He may be apt to uſe courteous, affa- 
ble, obliging demeanour , ſerving to 
breed friend{hips, and to ftifle enmuties : 
but he never thereby meaneth to gull, 
inveigle and entrap men ; or toprocure 
inſtruments and aids of any perverſe de- 


He is no enemy to himſelf, but (ac- 


: cording to the obligations of reafon and 


conſcience) he hath always a regard 
to the good of others; nor is ever {0 
ſelfiſh, as to be unjuſt or uncharitable 
to any man. 
The principal engines he doth em- 
ploy for atchteving his enterpriſes are, 
a carefull and cautious providence in 
contriving, 'a ſedulous and ſteddy dili- 
gence 1n aCting, a circumſpett heedful- 
neſs not to provoke any man by offen- 
Ive carriage, by injury, by diſcourteſie, 
to obſtruct him, but rather by kind de- 
monſtrations and real beneficence to en- 


gage 
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* gage men to further him in his procee- 
| rbut eſpecially his main inſtrument, 
} wherein he moſt confideth, 1s devout 
ſupplication to God for his ſuccour and 
bleſting. 

Now is not this condu& the moſt ſe- 
cure that can be ? doth it not afford 
many great commodities and advantages? 
doth it not exempt from manifold fears, 
and cares, and croiles, and flaveries? 

It cannot but derive bleflings from 
the God of truth , the great Mend of 
ſimphcity and ſincerity , the hater of 
falſhood and guile. 

And humanely regarding things, he 
that uſeth theſe methods, doth from 
them obtain many conveniencies. He 
doth not lie under perpetual conſtraint, 
engaged to keep a conſtant guard upon 
bimfelf, to watch his memory, to curb 
his tongue, to manage his very looks 
and geſtures, leſt they betray his inten- 
tions, and diſcloſe his plots. He is not 
at the trouble of ſtopping holes, of 
mending flaws, of patching up repug- 
nancies in his actions, that his mind do 
not break through them. He is not a- 
fraid of the diſappointment and ſhame 
' Which attend the deteCtion of unwor- 
thy defigns. He is not at pains to obvi- 
| atE 


— 


Prove 12.22. 
(Pro.12.19.) 


The Fifth Sermon. 


ate the jealouftes, the ſurmiſes, the diffi- | 
dences, the counterplots , the preven- 
tive oppoſitions and aflaults, which 
Pror-25-25-- gloomy cloſeneſs and crafty diſſimulati- 
21. 6. ON ever do raiſe again{t the prcactiſers of 
Pſal. 26. 44 them. In fine, men do not ſhun the con- 
verſation and the commerce of an up- 
right perſon, but gladly do conſort and 
deal with him; do ſeek his acquaintance 
and alliance: they are not apt to diſtruſt 
him, to ſuſpe& him, to be {hy and re- 
ſerved in their intercourſe with hims 
but readily do place an citire confi» | 
dence 1n him, and ule a cl-ar franknefs | 
toward him. No man doth tar him as 
dangerous, or will croſs hit as an ad- 
verſary. Whence as hc icidom hath 
cauſe to fear, or occaſion to conteſt with 
others ; ſo he doth undiſturbedly enjoy 
the benefits of Society with great ſafety, 
eaſe, and comfort. 


IX. Laſtly , An upright walker hath 
perfect ſecurity, as to the final reſult of 
affairs, that he ſhall not be quite baffled 
In his expectations and deſires. And if | 
proſperity doth confiſt in a fatisfaCtion of 

__ mind concerning events, he cannot fail | 
Plal. 1. 3. Of moſt proſperous ſucceſs. Whatſoever 
Prov. 12-21. be doeth ( ſaith the Plalmiſt of him ) 7? 


ſhall 
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| full proſper. How is that 2 Doth he, if 


| he warreth; always get the victory ? 1s 
| he perpetually, when he tradeth, a con- 
| fiderable gainer ? will he certainly after 
ſowing reap a plentifull crop? Probably 
yes 3 and perhaps no : Yet afluredly he 
ſhall proſper, in the true notion of pro- 
ſperity, explained by thoſe Divine Say- | 
ings; Mark the perfect man,and behold the Pal. 37. 37. 
wright : for the end of that man is peage.. » 
The work, of righteouſneſs ſhill be peace, Ia. $2. 17; 
| and the effe® of righteouſneſs quietneſs 
| and aſſurance for ever. Surely I know ;t Eccles 8, 12. 
| ſhall bewell with them that fear God. 
| © He cannot be much defeated 1n his 
purpoſes: for, as to his general, princi- 
| pal, abſolute deſigns, ( that 1s, his defign 
| of pleafing God , and procuring his ta- 
vour ; his deſign of ſatisfying himſelf, 
and diſcharging his Conſcience ; his de- 
lign of promoting his own ſpiritual in- 


tereſt, and ſaving his Soul ; his deſign 
of doing good, of exerciſing charity to 
his neighbour, of ſerving the publick, 
of obliging the world by vertuous ex- 
ample, and by real beneficence ,) theſe 
he cannot fail thoroughly to accom- 

| pliſh; nothing can obſtrutt him in the 

| Proſecution, nothing can debarre him 

from the execution of thoſe underta- 


kings 5 
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kings 5 in fpite of all the world, by the 
ſzecour of that Divine grace which e- 
ver doth favour and further ſuch de- 
ſigns, he moſt happily will atchieve 
them. And for other inferiour deſigns, 
he can hardly be crofled in regard to 
them: for it is an eſſential part of inte- 
ogrity, not otherwiſe to affe& or aim at 


private ſecular intereſts, then under con- 


dition, and with a reſervation, tf it be 
God's pleaſure, if it ſeem good to Di- 
vine Wiſedom. He knoweth that his 
pains employed on any honeſt purpole, 
in a fair way, ( be it to-procure ſome 


worldly advantage for himſelf, for his 


: relations, for his friend,) are not loſt, if 


they have the fruit of ſubmiſſion to 
God's will, and acquieſcence in the e- 
vent diſpoſed by him. He is aſſured 
that it 1s good luck to have his projet 
blaſted , and that mifſling is better then 
getting, when by Sovereign Wiſedom it 
1s ſo determined. He therefore could 
not ſo fix his heart, or engage his affectt- 


- on 1n any ſuch concern, that his mind 1s 


ſurprized, or his paſſions diſcompoſed by 
a ſeeming adverſnefs of events to his en- 
deavours. So that in effe& he can have 
no bad ſucceſs. For how can that oc- 


currence be deemed bad, which plain 
realon 
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| reaſon diftateth in certain judgment to 
© be moſt expedicnt for him; about 
| which he ever was very indifferent, and 
with which at preſent he 1s not heartily 
diſpleaſed 2 How can it be taken for 
diſappointment and misfortune, which 
one was prepared to embrace with fatif- 
faction and complacence ? 

Yea, to a perſon ſo diſpoſed, that ſuc- 
 c&& which ſeemeth moſt adverſe, juſtly 
may be reputed the beſt and moſt hap- 
py , as promoting ends incomparably 
more excellent then any worldly gain 3 
as producing fruits exceedingly more 
wholſome and more ſavoury then any 
temporal commodity 3 as exerciſing and 
improving the divineſt Vertues, ( Hu- 
mility, Patience, Meekneſs, Moderation, 
Contentedne) agrain whereof is worth 
all the wealth , al the preferment, all 
that is deſirable in the world. 

Wherefore let the worſt that can ar- 
 Tive, (\ or that which humane blindne(s 
and fondneſs do count the worſt, ) yet 
upright perſons do not come off ill, or 
' lo ( matters being rightly ſtated ) as to 
be loſers. upon the foot of the accomprt. 

It this do not fatisfie groſler appre- 
henſions, we may adde, that even in 
thele meaner concerns Almighty God is 
pleaſed 
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pleaſed cormimonly to reward and en- 

courage upright perſons by the beſt ſuc- 

ceſs. For He hath as 1t were a natural 

inclination to gratifie thoſe who deſire 

to pleaſe him; and { as the Pſalmiſt ex- 

Pſal. 35. 29. Prefleth it ) hath pleaſure in the proſperi- * 

Prov. 11.20. 2y of þzs ſervants, He may ſeem concer- 

"5: 7 ned in honour to countenance thoſe 

who have regard to his wil], and who 

repoſe confidence 1n his aid 5 difcrimi- 

. nating them from ſuch as preſume to act 

againſt or without him, in defiance to 

his will , with no deference to his Pro- 

vidence. As they do render him his due 

Prov. 14. 2. Teſpect, by ſubmitting to his authority, 

- and avowing his power ; ſo he will ac- 

knowledge them by ſignally favouring 

their concerns. Even his truth and fi- 

_ delity are engaged in their behalt ; ſee- 

' Deur. 28. 2, Mg he very often hath declared and 

Oc. £30.59 promiſed, that in all matters, and upon 

+> cow all occaſions, he will be ready to blcts 
6 34-9,10.& them. ” 

4. 11. 


Marr. G. 33. : | . 
Eccles 8.5. MX. To conclude; It is an infinite ad- 


vror. 23-10, vantage of upright dealing, that at the 
* © laſt iftue,, when all things ſhall be moſt 


_ accurately tried and impartially decided, 
a man 1s aflured to be fully juſtified mn 


\ (Pro.11.18.) it, and plentifully rewarded for it. = 
then 
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| then all the deceits, which now paſs un- 
| der ſpecious masks, ſhall be laid bare 3 
| all varniſh of pretence ſhall be wiped 


off ; all perverſe intrigues ſhall be un- 
ravelled 3 all wicked arid bale intenti- 
ons ſhall be quite ſtripp'd of the veils 
which now enfold them 3 all ſhrewd 
contrivers and engineers of miſchief , 
all pra&iſers of unjuſt and malicious 


ouile, ſhall be expoſed to ſhame, /ha#/ 


| lie down in ſorrow: So then The righte- 


| ous man ſhall ſtand in great boldneſs; his 


| caſe will be rightly ſtated, and fully 


cleared from {landerous aſperſtons, from 
odious ſurmiſes, from unlucky prejudi- 
ces and miſtakes : what he hath done, 
ſhall be approved ; what he hath ſutfe- 
red, ſhall be repaired. So that it then 


| evidently will appear, that upright ſim- 


plicity 1s the deepeſt wiſedom, and per- 
verſe craft the meereſt ſhallowneſs : that 
he who is true and juſt to others, is 
molt faithfull and friendly to himſelt : 


| that who-ever doth abuſe his neigh- 


\ 


——_—_ 4 
p 


bour, is his own greateſt cheater and 


| foe, For, In the day when God ſhall gg, x. 1s. 
| Juage the ſecrets of men by Jeſus Chriſt, | 
, . I Cor. 3. 13, 
The Lord will bring fo light the hidden 1 Cor. 4 5. 


every man's work ſhall be made manifeſt 


things of darkneſs, and will make mni- 
O 


feſt 
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feſt the counſels of the hearts 5 and then 
ſhall every man have praiſe of God. Unto 

r Tim-x. 17- which our upright Judge, the King e- 
ternal, immortal, inviſible, the onely wiſe 
God , be honour and glory for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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: FHES. $. 27; 
Pray without cea/ng. 

T is the manner of S. Pax! in his E- 
[ piſtles, after that he hath diſcufled 
ſome main Points of doctrine or di- 
ſcipline, ( which occafion required that 
he ſhould clear and ſettle, ) to propoſe 
ſeveral good advices and rules, 1n the 
obſervance whereof the life of Chriſti- 
an practice doth confi{t.' So that he 
thereby hath furniſhed us with fo rich a 
variety of moral and ſpiritual precepts, 
concerning ſpecial matters, ſubordinate 
to the general laws of Piety and Ver- 
tue; that out of them might well be 
compiled a Body of Ethicks, or Syſtem 
of Precepts de officiis, in truth and in 
compleatnefs far excelling thoſe which 
any Philoſophiy hath been able to de- 
\ Wiſe, or deliver. Theſe he rangeth not: 
| Nany formal method, nor linketh to- 
| O72 gether 
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ether with ſtri& connexion, but freely 
cattereth them ſo as from his mind (as 
out of a fertil ſoil, impregnated'with all 
ſeeds of wiſedom and goodneſs ) they 
did haply ſpring up, or as they were 
ſuggeſted by that Holy Spirit which con- 
tinually guided and governed him. 

Among divers ſuch delivered here, 
this is one , Which ſhall be the Subject 
of my preſent Diſcourſe ; the which, | 
having no other plain coherence ( ex- | 
cept by afhnity of matter ) with the reſt 
encloſing it, I ſhall conſider abſolutely | 
by it ſelf, endeavouring ſomewhat to } 
explain it, and to urge its practice. 

Pray without ceaſing. For underſtan- 
ding theſe words, let us firſt conſider 
what is meant by the a&@ injoyned, 
Praying ; then, what the qualification | 
or circumſtance adjoyned, without cea- 
ſing, doth import. 

I: The word Prayer doth in its uſual 
latitude of acception comprehend all 
forts of Devotion, or all that part of 
Religious practice wherein we do im- 
mediately addreſs our ſelves to God, ha- | 
- ving by ſpeech (oral or mental) a kind | - 
of intercourſe and converſation with | 
him. So it includeth that Praiſe which | 
we ſhould yield to God, implying = 

ue | 
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| due eſteem of his moſt excellent Perfec- 


tions, moſt om Works , moſt juſt 


| and wiſe diſpenſations of Providence 
\ and Graces, that Thankſgiving where- 


by we ſhould expreſs an affeCtionate re- 
ſentment of our obligation to him for 
the numberleſs great benefits we receive 
from him 3 that Acknowledgment of our 
entire dependence upon him, or our to- 
tall ſabje&ion to his power and pleaſure; 
together with that Profeſſion of Faith 
in him, and avowing of ſervice to him, 
which we do owe as his natural crea- 
tures, and ſibjects; that humble Con- 
feſſion of our infirmity, our vileneſs, our 
guilt, our miſery, ({ joyned with depre- 
cation of wrath and vengeance, ) which 
is due from us as wretched men, and 
grievous ſinners; that Petition of things 


_ needfull or convenient for us, ( of ſup- 


ply in our wants, of ſuccour and com- 
fort in our diſtreſſes, of dire&ion and 
afiſtence in our undertakings, of mer- 
cy and pardon for our offences,) whicly 
our natural ſtate { our poor, weak, fad 
and finfull ſtate ) doth engage us to 


ſeek ; that Interceſſion for others, which 


general charity , or ſpecial relation do 
require from us, as concerned or obli- 
ged to deſire and promote their good. 
Q 3 All 
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All theſe Religious performances Prayer 
18 1ts Jarger notion doth compriſe : ac- 
cording whereto in common uſe the 
whole Body of Divine Service, contai- 
ning all ſuch acts, 1s termed Prayer ; 
and Temples, conſecrated to the per- 
formance of all holy duties , are ſtyled 
Houſes of prayer ; and that brief © cx9y 
tary, or pretnant Form of all Devotion, 
which our Lord dictated, 1s called bis 

Prayer : and m numberlefs places of 
Scripture it is ſo taken. 

In a ſtricter ſenſe, 1t doth ancly ' fig- 
nifie ane particular at among thoſe, the 
Petition of things necdfull or uſefull for 
US. 

But according to the former more 
comprehenſive meaning I chuſe to un- 
derſtand it here 3 both becauſe it 1s moſt 
commonly fo ulcd, ( then, efpectally, 
when no diitinctive limitation is an- 
nexcd, or the nature of the ſubject mat- 
tcr doth not reſtrain 1t, ) and "becauſe 

eneral reaſons do equ: ally oblige to per- 
pra of all theſe dutics in the man- 
ner here preferibed; nor is there any 
ground to exclude any part of Devott- 
on from continual uſe 5 we being oblt- 
gcd no Icfs incetlan tly tO Prat :{: God for 
his EXCCUCLCICS , and thank him for his 


benefits, 
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' benefits, to avow his Sovereign Maje- 
 ſty and Authority, to confeſs our infir- 
| mities and miſcarriages, then to beg 

help and mercy from God. All Devo- 
tion therefore, all ſorts of proper and 


Jue -addreG to God ( that Tm 725 
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{y, all prayer and ſupplication, which xyh. 6. 18, 


$. Paul otherwhere ſpeaketh of ) are 
here injoyned, according to the manner 
| adjoyned, without ceaſing, aNzAemiws , 
that 1s, indeſinently, or continually. 

2. For the meaning of which expreſ- 
fon, we muſt ſuppoſe, that it muſt not 
| beunderſtood as if we were obliged in 
| every inſtant or ſingular point of time 
atually to apply our minds to this prac- 
tice: for to doe thus is in it ſelf impoſ- 
ible, and therefore can be no matter 
of duty ; 1t is inconſiſtent with other 
duties, and therefore muſt not be prac- 
tiled 3 yea, will not conſiſt with it elf; 
for, that we may pray, we muſt live, that 
we may live, we muſt eat, that we may 
eat, we muſt work, and muſt therefore 
attend other matters; ſo that acual 
Devotion neither muſt , nor can ſwal- 
low up all our time and care. The de- 
liberate operations of our mind are 
lometimes interrupted by ſleep, ſome- 
times will be taken up in ſatisfying our 
| O 4 natu- 


Adoro Scrip- 
ture plenitu- 
dinem, Ter- 
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natural appetites, ſometimes. muſt be 
ſpent in attendence upon other reaſo- 
nable employments, commanded or al- 
lowed by God ; whence there can be 
no obligation to this practice gccording 
to that unlimited interpretation. This 
Precept therefore ( as divers others of a 
like general purport and expreſſion ) 
muſt be underſtood , not 1n a natural , 
but moral ſenſe, according as the exi- 
gence of things permitteth, or as the 
reaſon of the caſe requireth ; ſo far as 
It 1s conveniently practicable , or as it is 
reaſonably compatible with other du- 
ties, and needs. But we muſt not ſo re- 
{train it as to wrong it, by pinching it 
within too narrow bounds. How then 
It may be underſtood, and how far it 
ſhould extend, we ſhall endeavour to 
declare by propounding divers fenſes 
whereof it 1s capable , grounded upon 
plain teſtimonies of Scrtpture , and en- 
torcible by good Reaſon 5 according to 
which ſenſes we ſhall together preſs the 
obſervance thereof. . 


F. Firſt then, Praying 7nceſſuntly may 
import the maintaining in our Souls a 
ready diſpoſition or habitual inclination 
to Devotion ; that which in Scripture 

"-M 


ing reckoned and faid to doe thar, to 
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3s termed the ſpirit of ſapplication. This Tech. 12.10. 
in moral eſteem, and according to cur- 
rent language, derived thence, amoun- 
teth to a continual practice ; a man be- 


which he is ever prompt and propenſe : 

as it is faid of the righteous man, that 

he 3s ever merciful, and lendeth, becauſe pal, 37. 26. 

he is conſtantly diſpoſed to ſupply his 

neighbour with needfull relief; al- as | orvong 

though he doth not ever actually dif- _ —_ 

penſe alms, or furniſh his neighbour tamen «qu? 

with ſupplies for his neceffity. The #©*© Hor 

words may fignifie this ; they do at leaſt 

by conſequence imply ſo much : for if 

we do not in this, we can hardly per- 

form the duty in any ſenſe 5 without a 

good temper fitting , and a good appe- 

tite prompting to Devotion, we ſcarce 

can, or will ever apply our ſelves there- 

to. If there be not 1n our heart a root 

of Devotion, whence ſhould it ſpring? 

how can it live, or thrive ? If the or- 

gans of Prayer are out of kelter, or out 

of tune, how can we pray ? If we be | 

not accin&7, have not the loins of our x Per. 15-13. 

mind girt, and our feet ſhoch in prepara- F,"*- 12-35- 

tion to the ſervice, when ſhall we ſet * IP 

forward thereto > My heart ( ſaid Da- Pal. 108.1: 

vid ) is fixed, 1 will ſing and give page 8 (LIN 
ET a e a xed,&7 5 = 


} So. 
*41 —_— 
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( 2 Chr. 30. fixed, that is, readily prepared, and 
4 __ 7* ſteddily inclined to Devotion. So 


ſhould ours conſtantly be. As a true 
friend is ever ready to entertain his 
friend with a frank courteſte and com- 
placency 3 as he ever 1s apt upon oc- 
caſlion for advice and afliſtence to have 
recourſe to him : ſo ſhould we be al- 
ways diſpoſed chearfully and decently 
to converſe with -God , when he freely 


- cometh to us, or we have need to ap- 


ply our ſelves to him. If there be 
( from ſtupidity of mind, from cold- 
neſs of affetion, from iluggiſhneſs of 
ſpirit , from worldly diſtraction ) any 
1ndiſpoſition or averſeneſs thereto , we 
ſhould by ſerious conſideration and in- 
duſtrious care labour to remove them 3 
rouſing our ſpirits, and kindling in our 
affetions ſome fervency of defire to- 


_ vard ſpiritual things : otherwiſe we 


ſhall be apt to ſhun, or to ſlip the op- 
portunities inviting to Devotion 5 our 
hearts will be fo reſty , or liſtleſs, that 
hardly we ſhall be induced to perform 
It, when it 15 maſt neceſſary or uſetull 
for us. . | 


I. Praying inceſſantly may denote a 
vigtlant attendence (with earneſt regard, 
and 
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and firm purpoſe) employed upon De- 
votion : ſuch attendence as men uſually 
beſtow on their affairs, whereof although 
the attuall proſecution ſometime doth 


ſtick, yet the defign continually procee- 


dethz the mind ever ſo directing its eye 
toward them, as quickly to efpy, and 
readily tq ſnatch any advantages of pro- 
moting them. This is a kind. of conti- 


nuance 1n' practice, and 1s commonly 10 


termed : as we ſay that ſuch an one 1s 
building a houſe, is writing a book, 1s 


occupying fuch land, although he be at 


preſent {leeping, or eating, or following 
any other bufineſs 3 becauſe his main 
delign never {leepeth, and his purpoſe 
continues uninterrupted, T his 1s that 
which is ſb often injoyned under the 


phraſe of watching about Prayer, Watch Luke 21. 36. 


Je therefore, and pray always, faith our 


Lord. Continne 1 prayer, and watch in Col 4. 2. 


the ſame, ſaith S. Paul. Be ye ſober, and 


Eph. 6, 18, 


4. 7» 


watch unto prayer, ſaith S. Peter. Which mart. 24. 92. 


Axpreſttons import a moſt conſtant and 
caretull attendence upon this duty : that 
we do not make it a 7z2:2y%, Or by- 
buſineſs in our life, (a matter of ſmall 
conſideration or indifference, of curio- 
lity, of chance,) to be tranſacted drow- 
zily or faintly, with a deſultorious and 

a | | ſlight 


25. 13s 


2 Pet. I. 12. 
PITRC-1 1110172 
Gal. 4. 18. 
Fay OTH Cn 


aca% 


Eph. 6. 18, 


The Sixth Sermon. 
ſhght endeavour, by fits, as the humonr 
taketh us; but that, accounting it a bu- 
ſineſs of the choiceſt nature and weigh- 
tieſt moment, we do adhere thereto 
with unmovable purpoſe, regard it with 
undiſtrafted attention , fe it with 
unwearied diligence, being always up- 
on the guard, wakefull and expedite, 
intent upon, and apt to cloſe with any 
occaſion ſuggeſting matter thereof. That 


we ſhould doe thus reafon alſo doth | 


oblige : for that, as in truth no buſineſs 
doth better deſerve our utmoſt reſoluti- 
on and care, ſo none doth more need 
them ; nature being ſo backward, and 
occaſion ſo ſlippery, that if we do note- 
ver mind it, we ſhall ſeldom practiſe it. 


II. Praying inceſſantly may ſignifie, 
that we do actually embrace all fit ſea- 
ſons and emergent occaſions of Devo- 
tion. This in moral computation doth 
paſs for continual performance : as a 
tree 1s ſaid to bear that fruit, which it 
produceth in the ſeaſon 5, and a man 1s 
accounted to work in that trade, which 
he exercifeth whenever he is called 
thereto. This ſenſe is in ſeveral Pre- 
cepts parallel to that in hand plainly 
expreſied. Pray ( faith S. Parl ) _ 

a 
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and, Watch ( faith our Lord.) & ral; Euk- 21.36: 


xa125 Frbuevu, praying in every ſeaſon, 
or upon every opportunity. Devotion 
indeed is rarely unſeaſonable, or 1mper- 
tinent 3 we may offer it 4zaizws, axzi- 
ews, in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon 3 that 1s, 
not onely taking opportunities preſen- 
ted for it, or urgently requiring it, but 
catching at them, and creating them to 
our ſelves, when there is no ſuch appa- 
rent and preſſing need of it. But there 
are ſome ſpecial occaſions, which more 
importunately and indiſpenſably doexact 
it : ſome ſeaſons there are (either mini- 
ſtred by extrinſecal accidents, or.ſprin- 
ging from internal diſpoſitions) when, 
without both great blame, and much 
dammage to our ſelves, we cannot neg- 
let it : times there be moſt proper, and 
acceptable, when we do eſpecially need 
to pray, and when we are likely to 


2 Tim. 4. 2+ 


[peed well therein. Every one (faith —_ 6. 


the Plalmiſt) that Is godly will pray un- 
to thee in a time when thou mayeſt be 
found : and, My prayer (faith he again) 
# unto thee in an acceptable time. 

Thus, when we have received any 
ſingular blefling or notable favour from 
God, when proſperous ſucceſs hath at- 

tended 


Pfal. 69. I 3 


2 Cor. 6.2, 
Iſa. 49. 8. 
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tended onr honeſt enterpriſes, when we 
have been happily reſcued from immi- 
nent dangers, when we have been ſup- 
ported 1n difhculties, or reheved in 
. wants and ſtreights; then 1s it ſeaſonable 
to render facrifices of Thanksgiving and 
praiſe to the God of victory, help, and 
mercy 3 to admire and celebrate him, 
Pal. 18.1,2. Who Sa ſtrength, and our deliverer, 
& 51-3. &c. Our faithfull refirge in tronble, our for- 
treſs, and the rock of our f. -luation. To 
omit this piece of Devotion then, 1s 
vile ingratitude , or ſtupid negligence 
and floth. 

When any rare objed&-or remarkable 
occurrence doth upon this theater of the 
world prefent it ſelf to our view, 1n fur- 
veying the glorious works of Nature, 
or the ſtrange events of Providence ; 
then is a proper occaſion ſuggeſted to 
ſend up hymns of Praiſe to the power, 
the wiſedom,the goodneſs of the World's 
great Creatour and Governour. 

Ai mrs When we undertake any buſineſs of 
nA ſpecial moment and difficulty ; then 1t 
wer. 1 expedient ( wiſedom prompting It ) 
Marc, Eien. to fue for God's aid, to'commit our at- 
tairs into his hand, to recommend our 
endeavours to the bleſſing of him, T 
whoſe guidance all things are ordere 
without 
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without whoſe concourſe nothing can 
be effeted, upon whoſe arbitrary dif- 
poſal all ſucceſs dependeth. 
The beginning of any delign or bu- 
fineſs (although ordinary, if confidera- 
ble) is a proper ſeaſon of Prayer unto 
him, to whoſe bounty and favour we 
owe our ability to a&, ſupport 1n our 
proceedings , any comfortable iſſue of 
what we doe : 6 for AM our ſufficiency FS 2 Cor. 3. $e 
of him : Without hin we can doe nothing.) Joh. xs. 5. 
Whence we can never apply our ſelves 
to any buſineſs or work, not go to eat; 
to ſleep, to travel, to frade, to ſtudy, 
with any true content, any reaſomble 
ſecurity, any ſatisfactory hope , if we 
do not firſt humbly implore the favou- 
rable prote&ion , guidance , and afft- 
ſtence of God. 
When we do fall into doubts, or 
darknefles, (in the courſe either of gur 
ſpiritual or ſecular affairs,) not know- 
Ing what courſe to ſteer, or which way 
to turn our ſelves; (a caſe which to ſo 
blind and filly creatures, as we are, 
| muſt often happen; ) then doth the 
time bid us to conſult the great Oracle Jer. ro. 23. 
of truth, the mighty Connſellonr, the Fa-YrWv ip 
ther of lights, ſecking refolation and fa- j@. o% ” 
tixfaction, light and wiſedom from him z Jam. z. 17. 
laying 
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| nos 

Pol. 25.443 aying with the 'Plalmiſt, Shew me thy 
$ Bo 27 1: ways, O Lord, lead me in thy truth, and 
143. 10.& 32. teach me 5 for thou art the God of my fate 
_ 119.125- oatzor 5 Order my ſteps in thy word, and 
119-55 let not any iniquity have dominion over 
Jam. 1.5. ' we; following the advice of S. James, 
—+ png B If any man lack wiſedom , let hine ash of 
God, that giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not, and it ſhall be given him, 

Pſal. $5.3. When any ſtorm of danger bluſtereth 
"= 4 about us, perillouſly threatning, or fu- 
'* noully aſlailing us with miſchief, (fo 
that hardly by our own ſtrength or wit 

we can hope td evade; ) then with the 

wirtps of ardent Devotion we ſhould 

fly unto God for ſhelter, and for relief. 

When any anxious care diſtracteth, 

or any 'heavy burthen preſſeth our 

minds, we ſhould by Prayer eaſe our 

ſelves of them, and diſcharge them up- 

on God, committing the matter of them 

to his care and providence 3 accordin 
Phil. 4.6. to that direcion of S. Parl, Be carefs 


for nothing : but in every thing by prayer 

and ſupplication with thanksgiving , let 

your requeſts be made known to God. 
When we do lie under any irkſome 


trouble, or ſore diſtreſs, (of want, pain, | 


diſgrace 3) then, for ſuccour and ſupport, 


for eaſe and comfort, we ſhould have 
recourſe 


Co mn, £5 [.0) ans om. XxXx«=« 
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recourſe to the Father of pities, and 2 Cor. 1.3. 
| God of all conſolation; who is nigh to all Plal.145.18, 

that call upon him, will alſo hear their HW 
| ory; and will ſave them 5 Who, when 
the righteous cry, doth hear them , and Pal. 34. 17s 
delivereth them out of all their troubles ; 
who is ſo often ſtyled the h7ding-place Plal.18.1,2. 
from troubles, the help and ſtrength, the - Fon 
ſhield and buckler, the rock, the fortreſs, 7. & 33. 20. 
the bigh tower, the horn of ſaluation, to * 7% 3: 
all good and diſtreſſed people. To him 
we ſhould in ſuch a condition have re- 
courſe, imitating the pious Pſalmiſt, 
whoſe praftice was this 3 [z the day of Pſal. 77. 2: 
my trouble I ſought the Lord : I poured Ln. D 
out my complaint before him, .I ſhewed be- 
fore him my trouble : | called unto the vial. 118. 5; 
Lord in my diſtreſs the Lord anſwered 
me, and ſet me in a large place. 
When any ſtrong temptation doth in- 
vade us, with which by our own ſtrength 
we cannot grapple, but are like to fink -. 
and faulter under it; then is it oppor= ! | 
tune and needfull that we ſhould ſeek 
to God for a ſupply of ſpiritual forces, 
and the ſuccour of his Almighty grace, 
as S. Parl did : when there was giver to 2 Cor. 12.7, 
bim 4 thorn in the fleſh, a meſſenger of b, 9. 
Satan to buffet him ; then he beſought 
the Lord thrice that it might depart from 
P him ; 
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him : and he had this return from G 
My grace is ſufficient for thee. 


When alfo (from 1gnorance, or mif- | 


take, from inadvertency, negligence, or 
raſhneſs, from weakneſs, from wanton- 
neſs, from preſumption) we have tranſ: 
grefſed our duty, and incurred finfull 
guilt ; then, ' (for avoiding the conſe. 
quent danger and vengeance, for un- 
loading our Conſciences of the burthen 
and diſcomfort thereof,) with humble 
confeſſion in our mouths, and ſerious 
contrition in our hearts, we ſhould ap- 
ply our ſelves to the God of mercy, de- 
precating his wrath, and imploring par- 
don from him; remembring that promiſe 
x Joh. 1-9. of S. Fohr, If we confeſs our ſins, he i 
faithfull and juſt to forgive as our ſins, 
and to cleanſe us from all iniquity ; and 
Prov. 28.13. that declaration of the Wiſe mran, He 
that covereth his ſins ſhall not proſper : 


Plal. 32.5. but he that confeſſeth and forſaketh then 


: 0, &c. 
= > Jhall have mercy. 


In theſe and the like caſes God by 
our necetſities doth invite and ſummon 
us to come unto him; and no leſs foo- 
liſh then impious we are, if we do then 
{link away, or fly from him. Then we 
ſhould (as the Apoſtle to the Hebrews 


Heb. 4. 16. exhorteth) come boldly unto the _—_ 
0 
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; of grace, that we 41 obtain mercy, and 


md grace to help in, time of need, (or, 


| *for ſeaſonable relief.) 


And befide thoſe outwardly promp- 
ting and urging us, there be other op- 
portunities , ſpringing from within us, 
which we are no leſs obliged and con- 
cerned to embrace. When God by his 

entle whiſpers calleth us, or by his ſoft 
impulſes draweth us into his preſence 3 
we ſhould then take heed of ſtopping 


our ears, or turning our hearts from 


him, refuſing to hearken, or to comply. #65. 12, &, 


We muſt not any-wiſe quench or damp 


any ſparks of devout affeion kindled 


m us by the Divine Spirit 3 we muſt 
not repell or refiſt any of his kindly 
—_— Or motions. 

.When-ever we find our ſelves well 
affected to, or well framed for Devoti- 
on ; that we have a lively ſenſe of, and 
a coming appetite to ſpiritual things z 
that our ſpirits are brisk and pure, our 
fancy calm and clear, our hearts tender 
and fupple, our affections warm and 
nimble; then a fair ſeaſon offereth it 
ſelf : and when the iron is ſo hot, we 
ſhould ſtrike. Ws 
. Tf at any time we feel any forward 
inchnations or good diſpoſitions to the 
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practice of this duty, we ſhould never 
check or curb them, but rather ſhould 
promote and advance them ; puſhing 
our (elves forward in this hopefull ca- 
reer 3 letting out the ſtream of our af- 
fections into this right channel, that it 
may run freely therein, that it may 0- 
verflow and diffule it ſelf in exuberance 
of Devotion. Farther, 


IV. Praying inceſſuntly may fignihe, 
that we ſhould with ailiduous urgency 
drive on the intent of our Prayers, ne- 
ver quitting it, or deſiſting, till our re- 
queſts are granted , or our defires are 
accompliſhed. Thus doing, we may be 
ſatd to pray continually : as he that go- 
eth forward in his journey, (although 
he ſometime doth bait, ſometime doth 
reſt and repoſe himſclf,) 1s ſaid yet to 
be '1n- travel; or as he that doth not 
wave the proſecution of his cauſe, (al- 
though ſome demurrs intervene) 1s dee- 
med (till to be in ſuit. This 1s that 
which our Lord did in the Goſpel pre- 
ſcribe, and perſuade, where *'tis recot- 
ded of him, that He ſpake a parable nnto 
then, that men onght always to pray, a 
220t to faint. That prazing always the | 


enſuing diſcourſe ſheweth to import 
reltlels 
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_ 


reſtle& importunity, and perſeverance 
in prayer : the ſame which ſo often is 


commended to us by the phraſes of yy 
exxzxciv, not to faint or faulter 5 jun 77%9- 


/ Luk. 18.1, 


e921, n0t to ceaſe, or give Over 5 Tg3- Col. 1. g. 


xzeleediv, to continue inſtant, or hol 


4 Eph. 1. 16. 
Rom. 12.12. 


out {toutly 5 a1wrizedai, to ſtrive ear- Col. 4. 2,12. 
xeſtly, or conteſt and ſtruggle 7 prayers, 
monuivei Tai; Ivioen, to abide at ſuppli- 1 Tims 5. 5. 
cations; ayeunveiv 24 7a71 meAWnaglegnoa, 


to watch with all perſeverance. 


which alſo is implied by thoſe terms, 
which in Scriptural ſtyle do commonly 


expreſſe Devotion: by * ſee- 
king God ; which implieth, 
that God doth not preſent- 
ly, upon any light addreſs, 
diſcover himſelf in benefici- 
al effects anſwerable to our 
deſires, but after a carefull 
and painfull continuance in 
our applications to him : by 
© waiting upon God ; which 
lignifieth, that if God do not 
preſently appear granting 
our requeſts, we ſhould pa- 


* Plat. 10. 4. & 9.19.% Is 
2. & 24. 6. & 63. 1. & 69, 
6, 32. & 70, 4, & 83.16, 
Job 8.5. Deur. 4. 29. 
Prov. 8, 17. Pſal. 77. 6+ 


* Pſal. 123. 2. & 69. 3. & 
I3O« 5. N JJ. J. K 25.5, 
& 27.14. & 37. 34. X 250 
21. & 52. 9,& $9.9.& 145+ 
Is. Iſa. 8.197. & 40. 31.8 
49. 23. Hol. 12, 6, Lam. 
3.25, 26, Prov. 20. 22, 


tiently ſtay, expeCting till he be pleaſed 

to doe it in his own beſt time, accor- 

ding to that in the Pfalm, Our eyes wait val.123-2. 
wor the Lord our God, untill he have 


P 3 


mercy 
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Luk 12. 35. 22ercy upon #8 ©: by knocking 5 Which in- 
Mait-7-7- timateth, that the door of grace doth 
not ever ſtand open, or that we can 
have an effectual acceſs to God, untill 
he, warned and (as it were). excited 
by our earneſt importumty, pleaſcth to 
liſten, to diſclofe himſelf, to come forth 
unto us. a, | 3 
And this praQtice Reaſon alſo dothen- 
force. For there arc ſome good things 
abſolutely neceſlary for our ſprritual ik 
Vid Chtyſ. and welfare, (ſuch as are freedom from 
_—— bad inclinations, diſorderly affections, 
ed. 2. vicious habits, and nox1ous errours ; the 
ſanaifying preſence and influence of 
God's Holy Spirit , with the bleſſed 
Graces and ſweet fruits thereof ; growth 
in Vertue, dclight in ſpiritual things, 
the ſenſe' of God's love and favour, 
vith the Iike,) which good reaſon en- 
gagcth us ſo perſevcringly to ſeek, as 
never to reſt, or be ſatisfied, till we 
have acquired them in perfect degree 
ſince we cannot ever doe well without 
them, or ever get enough of them. In 
begging other infertour things, it may 
become us to be reſerved, indifferent, 
Aids; i, - and modeſt ; but about theſe matters 
299 £29 (wherein all our felicity is extreamly 
(ar av gt . - 
T&:x79. Concerned) 1t were a folly, to be ſlack 


4 
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or timorous : as we cannot be ſaid im- 
| moderately to deſire them, ſo we can- 
| not be ſuppoſed immodeſtly to ſeek 
them there, where onely they can be 
found ,, in God's preſence and hand. 
{ Thecaſe doth bear, yea doth require, 
that we ſhould be eager and hot, reſo- 
lute and ſtiff, free and bold, yea, 1n a 
' manner peremptory and impudent ſoli- 
| citours with God for them. So our Sa- 


| viour intimateth, where, comparing the | 


| manner of God's proceeding with that 


| of men, he repreſenteth one friend yiel- 


ding needfull ſuccour to another, not 
barely upon the ſcore of friendſhip, but 


dz Thu eveiftuey, for bis impudence; that Luk. ur. 


s, for his confident and continued ur- 


gency, admitting no refuſal or excuſe. 


$0 doth God in ſuch caſes allow, and 
oblige us to deal with him, being 1in- 
ſtant and pertinacious in our requeſts; 


8. 


giving him no reſt, (as the phraſe is in Ifa. 62. 7; 


the Prophet ; ) not enduring to be put 


off, or brooking any repulſe ; never 


being diſcouraged, or caſt into deſpair, 
by any delay, or ſemblance of neglett. 
We may wraſtle with God, like PF 

and with Facob may ſay, 1 will not let 
thee go, except thou bleſs me. Thus God 
luffereth himſeIf to be prevailed upon, 
P 4 and 


acob, Gen, 32. 26. 
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and 1s willingly overcome : thus Omni- 
potence may be maſtered, and a happy 
victory may be gained over Invincibility 
it ſelf. Heaven ſometime may be for- 
ced by ſtorm; (or by the aſſaults of ex- - 
treamly-fervent prayer ;) it aſluredly 
will yield to a long flege. God will 
not ever hold out againſt the attempts 
Matt. 11-12 of an obſtinate ſuppliant. So the King- 
dom of Heaven ſuffereth violence, and the 
violent take it by force. We reade in 
Joh. s. 5- S. John's Goſpel of a. man, that, being 
thirty eight years diſeaſed, did wait at 
Vid. Chryſ. the pool of Betheſda ſeeking relief: him 
Tom. 5. Orat, gn : 
46G in Joh. our Lord pitied, and helped, crowning 
or. 36, his patience with miraculous relief, and 
propoling it for an example to us of 
perſeverance. It 1s ſaid of the Patriarch 
Gen, 25. 21. Iſaac, that he intreated the Lord for his 
wife , becauſe ſhe. was barren ; and the 
Lord was intreated of him, and Rebekah 
* Vid.Tom.6. þzs, wife concetved, Whereupon S. * Chry- 
Orat. 6%. ſoſtorre doth obſerve, that he had perſe- 
vered twenty years 1n that petition. 
Of good ſucceſs. to this practice we 
have many aſſurances in Holy Scripture. 
Lam. 3.25. The Lord is good unto them that wait for 
"_p -,0iqg him to the ſoul that ſeeketh him. Bleſſed 
Pſal. 25.3. are all they that wait for him. Nont 


& 37. 9. | | 
* I, bh ns that wait on him ſhall be aſhamed. * = 
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as eagles 5, they ſhall run, and not be wea- 
ry; they ſhall walk, and not faint. So 
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; ; ;p 1 Ch 
that wait upon the Lord ſhall renew their Ce 


ſtrength, they ſhall mount up with wings amos g. 4. 


2 Chr. Is. 2. 
Pſal. 9. 10. 
Seeking God 


hath God aſſured by his Word, and en- the periphra- 
gaged himſelf by promiſe, that he will [15 of a _relt- 


yield unto conſtant and patient Devo- 
tion 3 10 that it ſhall never want good 
ſucceſs. 


$10usS MAN. 
Pal. 14. 2. 
& 24. 6, & 
69, 6.& 7, 044. 
| 8c I19. 2, & 


Without this praice we cannot 1n- 10. 4+ 


deed hope to obtain thoſe precious 
things 3 they will not come at an eaſte 
rate, or be given .for a ſong; a lazy 
wiſh or two cannot fetch them down 
from Heaven. God will not beſtow 
them at firſt asking, or deal them out 
in one lump : but it is upon afliduous 
ſoliciting, and by gradual communica- 
tion, that he diſpenſeth them. So his 
wiſe good will for many ſpecial reaſons 
diſpoſeth him to proceed : that we may 
(as it becometh and behoveth us) abide 
under a continual ſenſe of our natural 
impotency and penury 3 of our depen- 
dence upon God, and obligation to 
him for the free collation of thoſe beſt 
gifts : that by ſome difficulty of' procu- 
ring them we may be minded of their 
worth, and induced the more to prize 
them: that by earneſtly ſeeking them 

| we 


r. 28. 9, 


Marr. 6. 8, 
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we may improve our ſpiritual appetites, 
and excite holy affections: that by 
much converſing with Heaven , our 
minds may be raiſed above earthly 
things, and our hearts purified from 
ſordid deſires : that we may have a con- 
ſtant employment anſwerable to the 
beſt capacities of our Souls, worthy our 
care and pain , yielding moſt folid pro- 
fit and pure delight unto us : that, in 
fine , by our greater endeavour in reli- 
gious practice we may obtain a more 
ample-rewaxrd thereof. 

For the ſame reaſon indeed that we 
pray at all, we ſhould pray thus, with 
continued inſtance. We do not pray to 
inſtruct or adviſe God; not to tell him 
news, or inform him of our wants: 
( He knows them, as our Saviour telleth 
us, before we 45k - ) nor do we pray by 
dint of argument to perſuade God, and 
bring him to our bent 3 nor that by fair 
ſpeech we may cajoul him, or move 
his affections toward us by pathetical 
orations: not for any ſuch purpoſe are 
we obliged to pray. But for that it be- 


cometh, and behoveth us ſo to doe ; 
| becauſe it is a proper inſtrument of bet- 


tering, ennobling , and perfeQing our 
Souls ; becauſe it breedeth moſt holy 
__ affec- 


The Sixth Sermon. 


affections, and pure fatisfactions, and 
worthy reſolutions; becauſe it fitteth us 
| for the enjoyment of happineſs, and lea- 
 deth us thither : for ſuch ends Devoti- 
on is preſcribed 3 and conſtant perſeve- 
rance therein being needfull to thoſe 
purpoſes, ( praying by fits and ſtarts not 
ſuficing to accompliſh them , ) there- 
fore ſuch perſeverance is required of us. 
Farther, | 


V. Praying inceſſantly may 1mport , 
that we do with all our occupations 
and all occurrences interlace devout e- 
jaculations of prayer and praiſe ; lifting 
up our hearts to God, and breathing 
forth expreſſions of devotion , ſutable 
to the objetts and occaſions which pre- 
ſent themſelves. This as it nearly doth 
approach to the punctual accompliſh- 
ment of what our Text preſcribeth ; ſo 
t ſcemeth required by S. Paul, when he 
biddeth us pray always ey Td mall, in 
ſpirit , and to ſing ey Ti xp, in the 
heart -' that is, with very frequent ele- 
vations of ſpirit in holy thoughts, and 
deſires toward Heaven 3 with oppor- 
tune reſentments. of heart, directing 
thanks and praiſe to God. We cannot 
ever be framing or venting leg P "_ 
WI1t 


Eph. 6. 18. 
& Yo 19. 
Col. 3. 16. 


, Sed non ſat)s perſpiciunt 
gnantum natura bumani in- 
genii valeat, que ita eft a- 
gils oF velox, fic in omnem 
partem ( ut ita dixerim _) 
ſpeFat , ut ne poſſit quidem 
aliquid agere tantum unum 3 
in plura vera non eodem die 
modo,ſed eodem temporis mo- 
mento, vim ſuam impendats. 
Quianr. Z. 12. 
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with our lips, but almoſt e- 
ver our mind can throw pi- 


ous glances, our heart may 
dart good wiſhes upwards ; 
ſo that hardly any moment 
( any conſiderable ſpace of 
time) ſhall paſs without 
ſome lightſfome flaſhes of 
Devotion. As bodily reſpi- 
ration, without intermiſſion 
or impediment, doth con- 
curr with all our actions: 


ſo may that breathing of 


Soul, which preſerveth our 
ſpiritual life, and ventilateth that holy 
flame within us, well conſpire with all 
other occupations. For Devotion 1s of 
a nature ſo ſpiritual, ſo ſubtile and pe- 
netrant, that no matter can exclude or 
obſtruct it. Our Minds are fo excee- 
dingly nimble and a&ive, that no buſt 
neſs can hold pace with them, or ex- 
hauſt their attention and afivity. We 
can never be fo fully poſleſſed by any 
employment, but that divers vacuitics 
of time do intercurr, wherein our 
thoughts and affections will be diverted 
to other matters. As a Covyetous man, 
what-ever beſide he is doing, will be 
carking about his bags and . treaſures; 
an 
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an Ambitious man will be deviſing on 
; his plots and projets; a Voluptuous 
| man will have his mind 1n his diſhes 3 a 
Laſcivious man will be doting on his 
amours 3 a Studious man will be mufing 
on his notions 3 every man , — 


to his particular inclination , will lar -— 
his buſineſs, and beſprinkle all his aCti- Sar. = 


« . : Orat. 5. in 
ons With cares and wiſhes — to Annam, Tom. 


the enjoyment of what he moſt eſtee- #* 2-779: 
meth and affefteth : ſo may a good 

Chriſtian, through all his undertakings, 

wind in devout reflexions and pious 

motions of Soul toward the chief ob- 

ject of his mind and affection. Moſt bu- 

linefles have wide gaps, all have ſome - 

chinks, at which Devotion may lip in. 

be we never ſo urgently ſet, or cloſely 

intent upon any work, (be we feeding, 

be we travelling, be we trading, be we. 
ſtudying, ) nothing yet can forbid, but 

that we may together wedge in a 

thought concerning God's Goodneſs, 

and bolt forth a word of praiſe for it ; 

but that we may refle& on our ſins, and 

ſpend a penitential ſigh on them ; but gin? 7 1- 
that we may deſcry our need of God's 4241, Exi- 
help, and diſpatch a brief petition for G3, :- 


» 2) aT- 


It : a God be praiſed, a Lord have mer- iigltz os » 
C3, a God bleſs or God help me, will no- 73% 
| wile 
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wiſe interrupr or diſturb our procee 
dings. As worldly cares and delires do 
often intrude and creep into our Devo- 
tions, diſtra&ing and defiling them : fo 
may ſpiritual thoughts and holy affecti- 
ons infinuate themſelves into, and hal- 
low our ſecular tranſactions. This prac- 
tice is very poſſible, and it 1s no leſs cx- 
pedient: for that if our employments 
be not thus ſeaſoned, they can have no 
true life or favour in them; they will 
in themſelves be dead and putrid, they 
will be foul and noifome, or at leaſt flat 
and inſ1pid unto us. 

There are ſome other good meanings 
of this Precept, according to which Ho- 
ly Scripture, ( back'd with good Rex- 
ſon) obligeth us to obſerve it : but 
thoſe ( together with the general In- 
ducements to the practice of this Duty,) 
that I may not farther now treſpaſs on 
your patience, I ſhall reſerve to ano- 
ther opportunity. 


_ (223) 
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;-FHES. 3. 1 
Pray without ceaſing. 
Ed 


| port, and how by 1t univer- 
fally all ſorts of Devotion ſhould be un- 
derſtood , we did formerly diſcourſe. 
How alſo according to divers ſenſes 
(grounded in Holy Scripture, and en- 
forced by good Reaſon) we may per- 
form this þ as inceſſantly, we did then 
declare ; five ſuch ſenſes we did ment1- 
_ on, and proſecute : I ſhall now adde 
two or three more, and preſs them. 


VI. Praying then inceſſantly may im- 
ply, that we do appoint certain times 
convemently diſtant for the practice of 
Devotion, and carefully obſerve them. 
To keep the Fews in'a conſtant exerciſe 
of Divine worſhip, God did conſtitute 
a 9a- 


bg 


HAT the Prayer here in-' 
joyned by S. Paul doth im- 


-_ 


- pan. 8.18, A Sacrifice, which was called Tamidh, 
| Heb. 13: 15. (5 Samav1og June ) the continual ſacti- 
Net. 19.33: 5ze. And as that Sacrifice being con- 

ſtantly offered at ſet times, was thence 
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denominated continual 5 fo may we, by . 


punctually obſerving fit returns of De- 
votion, be ſaid to pray 7nceſſartly. 

And great reaſon there 1s that we 
ſhould doe fo. For we know that al] 
perſons who would not lead a looſe and 
{]attcring life, but deſign with good afſu- 
rance and advantage to proſecute an or- 
derly courſe of ation, are wont to dif: 

Cur zpſs ali- tribute their time into ſeveral parcells; 
quid * forenſi- i 

tus nezoris , alligning ſome part thereof to the nece(- 
aliqaid deſi- ſary refeftion of their bodies, ſome to 
_ liau;z he convenient relaxation of their minds, 
rationibus do fOMme to the diſpatch of their (ordinary 


—_ _ affairs, ſome alſo to familiar converſati- 
p2ris, nonnthil ON, and interchanging good offices with 


vlaprari quo- their friends; conftidering ,. that other- 
ridie damus 2 


Quint, 1, 12, 


wiſe they ſhall be uncertain, *and »ſta- 
ble in all their ways. And in this\diſtribu- 
tion of time Devotion ſurely ſhould not 
lack 1ts ſhare : it rather juſtly iclaimeth 
the choiceſt portion to be allotted 
thereto 3 as being incomparably the no- 
bleſt part of our duty, and maineſt con- 
cernment of our lives. The feeding our 


Souls and nouriſhzng our ſpiritual lite, 
| the 
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the refreſhing our ſpirits with thoſe no 
leſs pleaſant then wholſome exerciſes, 
the driving on our correſpondence and 
commerce with Heaven, the improving 
| our friendſhip and intereſt with God , 
are affairs which above all others do 
beſt deſerve, and moſt need being fecu- 
red. They muſt not therefore be left at 
random , to be done by the bye, as it 
hitteth by chance, or as the fancy ta- 
keth us. If we do not depute vacant 
ſeaſons, and fix periodical returns for 
Devotion, engaging our ſelves by firm 
reſolution , and inuring our minds by 
conſtant uſage to the ſtrict obſervance 
of them, ſecluding from them, as from 
facred encloſures , all other bulineſles ; 
we ſhall often be dangerouſly tempted 
to negle& it, we ſhall be commonly 
liſtleſs to it, prone to defer it, caſily fe- 

duced from it by the encroachment of 
other affairs ,. or enticement of other 
plealures.. It is requiſite that our Souls . 
allo ( no leſs then our Bodies ) ſhould 
have their meals, ſettled at ſuch inter- 
valls as the maintenance of their life , 
their health , their ſtrength and vigour 
do require ; that they may not periſh 
or languiſh for want of timely repaſlts ; 
that a good appetite may duly ſpring, 
| Q UP, 


Heb. 12. I. 
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up, prompting and inſtigating to them; | 
that a ſound temper and robuſt conſti 
tution of Soul may be preſerved by | 
them. | 


Prayers are the bulwarks of Piety 


and good Conſcience, the which ought 
to be placed ſo as to flank and relieve 


one another, together with the inter- | 


Jacent ſpaces of our life 3 that the ene- 
my ( the ſin which doth ſo eaſily beſet 
#5 ) may-not come on between, or at 
any time aſlault us, without a force fuf- 
ficiently near to reach and repel him. 
In determining theſe ſeaſons and mex 
ſures of time according to juſt propor- 
tion , honeſt prudence (weighing the 
ſeveral conditions, capacities and cit- 
cumſtances of each perſon ) mult arbt- 
trate. For ſome difference 1s to be made 
between a Merchant and a Monk ; be- 
tween thoſe who follow a Court , and 
thoſe who reſide in a Cloiſter or a Co 
lege. Some men having great encumbrat 
ces of bufineſs and duty, by neceſf 
1mpoſed on them, which confume mu 
of their time, and engage their thoughts 
of them in reaſon neither fo frequeit 
recourſes to, nor ſo long continuance 
prayer can be demanded, as from thok 


who enjoy more abundant —_— 
- frees 
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y | feer ſcope of thoughts. But ſome fit 


<5 
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aj 


' times all may, and muſt allow, which no 


| ayocation of buſineſs, no diſtraction of 
| care ſhould purloin from them. 


Certain ſeaſons and periods of this 


kind Nature it ſelf ( in correſpondence 
to her unalterable revolutions ) 
| ſeemi to define and preſcribe : thoſe 


doth 


which the Royal Prophet recommen- 


deth, when he faith, 1t 5s a good thing Pal. _—__ 


to give thanks unto the Lord, and to ſing 
praiſes unto thy Name, O thou moſt High - 
To ſhew forth thy loving-kindneſs every 
morning, and thy faithfulneſs every night, 
Every Day we do recover and receive 
a new life from God ; every Morning 
we do commence buſineſs, or revive it; 
from our bed of reſt and ſecurity we 
then iſſue forth , expoſing our ſtlves to 
the cares and toils, to the dangers, trou- 
bles and temptations of the world : 
then eſpecially therefore it is reaſonable, 
that we ſhould ſacrifice thanks to the 


Taco Preſerver of our life, and the 
thfull Reſtorer of its ſupports and 
comforts ; that we ſhould crave his di- 
rection and help in the purſuit of our 
honeſt undertakings; that to his pro- 
tection from ſin and miſchicf we ſhould 
recommend our ſelves and our affairs ; 


Q 2: 


that, 
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that, by offering up to him the firſt- 
fruits of our diurnal labours, we ſhould 
conſecrate and conſlign them all to his 
blefling ; that as we are then wont to 
ſalute all the world, ſo then chiefly 
with humble obeiſance we ſhould ac- 
coſt him, who 1s ever prefent with us, 
and continually watchfull over us. Then 
alſo peculiarly Devotion 1s moſt ſeaſo- 
nable, becauſe then our fninds bein 


leſs prepoſleſled and peſtered with other | 


cares, our fancies becoming lively and 
gay , our memorics fic{h and prompt, 
our ſpirits copious and brisk , we are 
better difpoſed tor 1t. 

Every Night alio reafon calleth for 
theſe Duties : requiring that we ſhould 


cloſe our bulineſs, and witic uy all our | 


cares 1n Devotion ; that we ſhould then 
bleſs God for his gracious preſervation of 
us from the manifold hazzards and the 
fins to which we ſtood obnoxious ; that 
we ſhould implore his mercy for the 
manifold negle&s and tranſgreſſions of 
our duty , which through the day paſt 
we have incurred; that our minds being 
then ſo tired with ſtudy and care, our 
ſpirits ſo waſted with labour and toll, 


that we cannot any longer ſuſtain our 


ſelves, but do of our own accord fink 
down 
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down into a poſture of death, we 
ſhould, as dying men, reſign our Souls 
into God's hand, depoſiting our ſelves 
and our concernments into his cuſtody, 
who alone doth never ſleep nor ſlumber 3 
praying that he would guard us from 
all the dangers and diſturbances unci- 
dent to us in that ſtate of forgcttulnels, 
and interregum of our Reaſon ; that he 
would grant us a happy reſurrection 1n 
ffety and health, with a good and 
chearfull mind , enabling us thereafter 
comfortably to enjoy our ſelves , and 
delightfully to ſerve him. 

Thus if we do conſtantly bound and 
circumſcribe our days, dedicating thoſe 


| moſt remarkable breaks of time unto 


God's ſervice, fince beginning and end 
do comprehend. the whole , ſeeing in 
the computation and ſtyle of Moſes E- 
vening and Morning do conſtitute a Day; 
we may with ſome good congruity be 
laid to pray inceſlantly. 

. Eſpecially if at the middle diſtance be- 
tween thoſe extremes we are wont to 
nterpoſe ſomewhat of Devotion. For 
x then uſually our ſpirits, being ſome- 
what ſhattered and ſpent, do need a re- 
cruit, enabling us to paſs through th2 
relidue of the day with its incumbent 
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buſineſs : ſo then it would doe well, and 
may be requiſite, in a meal of Devoti- 


on to refreſh our Souls with ſpiritual } 


ſuſtenance, drawn from the never-fai- 

ling ſtore-houſe of Divine grace ; which 

may ſo fortifie us, that with due vigour 

and alacrity we may perform the enſy- 

ing duties to God's honour ,. and our 

own comfort. Thus to practiſe was the 
reſoJution of the Pſalmiſt , that great 
Pal. 55 17. Maſter of Devotion; Evening, (aid he) 
| and morning, and at noon will I pray, and 


cry aloud, And this was the cuſtom of . 


the noble Darrel, from which no occt- 
ſion could divert, no hazzard could de- 
Dan. &. io, terr him : He kzeeled, {ayth the ſtory, u- 


on his knees three times a day, and prayed, | 


and gave thanks before his God. 
Theſe are times which it ts neceſſary, 

or very expedient, that all men { ever 
perſons of highelft rank, and greateſt em- 
ployment )) thould obſerve. Thefe even 

| of old were the practices of Rehgiov 
perſons, not expreſlely preſcribed by 
God's Law, but aſſumed by themfelve; 
200d reaſon ſuggeſting them to the fir 
praQtiſers , and the conſenting exampk 
of pious men afterward enforcing the. 
God indeed did himſelf in his Law, 
or by his Prophets, appoint publick - 
| en 
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Glemn celebrations of worſhip to him- 
ſelf, in Sacrifices ( involving Prayer, 


| andaccompanied therewith ) conſtant- | 


ly to be offered every morning and e- 

vening 3 religious Princes alſo did inſtt- 2 Chro. 2.4; 
tute ſervices of thankſgiving and praiſe —_— _ 
to be performed at thoſe times : but 30. 

there doth not appear any direc infti- £2" 3+ 3: 
tution of private Devotion, or 1ts cir- 
cumſtances 3 but the practice thereof 

ſkemeth originally to have been purely 
voluntary, managed and meaſured ac- 

cording to the reaſon, by the choice of 

each perſon : yet ſo, that the practice of 


eminently-good men leading, and others 


| following, it grew into a kind of com- 


mon law, or ſtanding rule, (ſeeming to 
carry an obligation with it, ) to ob-_ 
krve the times ſpecified. 

_ Beſides thoſe three times , there were 
farther other middle times obſerved by 
devout people , who had leiſure , and 


diſpoſition of mind thereto 3 once be- 


tween morning and noon, and once be- 

tween noon and evening were ſeque- 

ſtred to that purpoſe : whence in the 

As the ninth hour of the day ( that 

Is, the middle intervall between noon 

and evening ) is called the hour of pray- ag. 3. x. 


er. Yea, ſome did impoſe on themſelves 
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the obſervation of two other times, one 
between evening and midnight, the o- 
ther between midnight and morn. To 
which pra&ice thoſe places in the 
Pſalms do ſeem to allude; My mouth 


ſhall praiſe thee with joyfull lips, when [ 


remember thee on my bed, and meditate 
on thee in the night-watches. I preven- 
ted the dawning of the morning, and cri- 
ed : Mine eyes prevent the night-watches, 
that I may meditate on thy word. And 
plainly the whole number of thoſe times, 
which the Pſalmiſt obſerved, 1s expreſ- | 
ſed in thoſe words, Sever: times a day | 
will I praiſe thee, becauſe of thy righte- 
ous judgments. Which examples who- 
ever ſhall chuſe to follow, ( in any 
meaſure ) he ſhall doe wiſely and com- 
mendably ; he ſhall certainly have no 
cauſe to repent 3 he will find 1t richly 
worth his while; great benefit and com- 
fort will thence accrue unto him. 

If indeed Fews were ſo liberal in af 
ſigning, ſo punctual in affording ſuch 
portions of time for yielding praiſe and 
offering ſupplications unto God 3 how 
much more free and ready, more care- 
full and diligent ſhould we be in this 
way of practice 2 we, wha have a Re- 
1:g10n fo far more ſpiritual, and _— 
rom 
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from corporeal incumbrances; Precepts 
| ſo more expreſs and clear z ſo much 
| higher obligations, and ſtronger encou- 
ragements to this duty 3 whom God 1n 
eſpecial manner ſo graciouſly doth in- 
' | vite, powerfully doth attract unto 
himſelf? But farther, 


VII. More' eſpecially this Precept 
may be ſuppoſed to exatt from us a 
compliance in carefully obſerving the 
| times of Devotion ordained by publick Levit.19.35. 
| Authority, or ſettled by general Cu- ful han - 
ſtom. This in a popular and legal ſenſe Sabbaths,and 
is doing a thing indeſinently, when we \gg. 5, "7 
perform it ſo often as 1s required by law ” 
+ or cyſtom. So the Apoſtle to the He- 
brews ſaith of the Prieſts, that hey Heb. 9. 6, 
went always into the Tabernacle 3 ACCO ms 
pliſhing the ſervice of God: always, that 
Is, at all the folemn times appointed. 
And thus of the Apoſtles it 1s affirmed 
by S. Luke, that they were continually 372 Luk. 24 53: 
the Temple, bleſſing and praiſing God 
that is, they conſtantly reſorted thither 
at the ſtated times of concourſe for 
prayer. This good Reaſon alſo plainly”. 
doth injoyn : For that the neglecting 1t 
1s not onely a diſorderly behaviour in a 
matterof high conſequence; a criminal 


dy- 
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diſregard and diſobedience to Authori- 
ty 3 a ſcandalous contempt of our neigh- 
bours, from whoſe laudable faſhion we 
diſcoſt ; a wrongfull deſerting the pu- 
blick, to whoſe good , mainly promo- 
ted by the publick worſhip of God, 
we do owe the contribution of our en- 
deavour : but a hainous affront to Al- 


diſhonoured, and in a manner openly 
diſavowed ; a huge prejudice to Relj- 
g10N , the credit and power whereof, 
without viſible profeſſion , exemplary 
compliance, mutual conſent and encou- 
ragement, cannot be upheld. Were 
there times by law or cuſtom defined , 
( as in ſome places indeed there are, ) 
when all men ſhould be required in 
perſon ſolemnly to attend on their 
Prince, for proteſling their Allegeance, 
or deferring any Homage to him 3 
would not thoſe who ſhould wiltully 
refuſe or decline appearance, be jultly 
chargeable as guilty of diſhonouring 
and wronging him 2 would not their 
ſuch defailance paſs for ſufficient proot , 
that they do not acknowledge him, that 
c at leaſt they do not much regard or va- 
lue him? So by not joyning at ſtated 
times 1n celebration of Divine worſhip, 
we 


_— God, who thereby is plainly 
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we may be well conceived wholly to diſ- 
claim God, or greatly to diſeſteem him 3 
tollight Religion, as a thing infignificant 
and unprofitable. Do we not indeed 
thereby more then intimate, that we 
little believe God to be our Sovereign 
Lord, and Governour ; that we ſtand in 
no great awe or dread of him ; that we 
_ are not much ſenſible of his benefits and 
mercies z that we repoſe ſmall truſt or 
hope in him 3 that we do not take our 
ſelves much to want his protection, his 
guidance, his aftiſtence, his favour and 
mercy 2 Are we not in effect like unto 


thoſe in Fob, who ſay unto God , Depart Job 21. 14, 


from us ;, for we deſire not the knowledge 5: 
of thy ways, What is the Almighty, that 
we ſhould ferve him £ or what profit ſhall 
we have, if we pray unto him £ Thus the 
ſtanders by commonly ( ſome 1ſo\as to 
be much offended at, others ſo as to be 
corrupted by our bad example ) wall 
mterpret this negle&: and fo afluredly 
God himſelf will take 1t from us ,, and 
accordingly deal with us. As he clat- 
meth this publick attendence on him for 

his due : ( Give, proclaimeth heby the . 


mouth of one of his great Heralds, G72 Pal. 29.1,2. 


unto the Lord, O ye mighty, give unto the 
Lord glory and ſtrength : Give unto the 
| | Lord 
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Lord the glory due to his Name 5 worſhip 
the. Lord in the beauty of Holineſs: ) (o- 
if we to his wrong and diſgrace refuſe 
to yield it, we (hall certainly find an- 
ſwerable reſentment and recompence 
from him ; that as_we are careleſs to 
ſerve him, ſo he will be unmindfull to 
bleſs us; as we are backward to avow 
and glorifie him , ſo he will not be for- 
ward to own and grace us; as we doſo 
2 Tim.2.12. deny hin; before men , 10 he will deny ua 


| Matt. 10. 33. | 
' Luk 0.28. before them alſo. What other meaſure 


12. 9. indeed can we imagine, or expect to re- 
ceive 2 Will God, think we, be ſo par- 
tial and fond to us, ſo diſregardfull and 
1njurious toward himſelf, that he will - 
vouchſafe to appear in favour to us, 
when we deign not to appear in re- | | 
ſpect to him ? that he will openly ten- | 
der our repute, when we apparently 
diſregard his honour ? that he will em- 
ploy his wiſedom, or exert his power 
1n. our behalf , when we ſcarce will 
think a thought, or ſtir a ſtep for his ſer- 
vice 2 Can we hope, that he will free- 
ly diſpenſe proſperous ſucceſs to our en- 
terpriſes, when we either care not, or 
{corn to implore his help ? that he will 

"reach forth undeſerved bleflings to us, 
when we ſubtract due praiſes from him? 
| that 
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that he will any-wiſe ſhew himſelf boun- 
tifall and mercifull toward us, when we 
ſo palpably are injuſt and ingratefull to- 


ward him 2 No, Surely he ſcorneth the Pron, 3. 34 
ſcorners 3 and, Whoſoever deſpiſeth hin, " >*®+ 3:59 


ſhall be lightly eſteemed : {o he expreſlely 
hath threatned 3 and, ſeeing he 1s both 
infallibly true, and invincibly able, we 
may reaſonably preſume that he will ac- 
compliſh his word. 


VIII. Laſtly, Praying inceſſantly may 
import at large a frequency in Devott- 
on. This the words at leaſt do exact, 
or neceſſarily imply, however expoun- 
ded. For doing inceſſantly cannot im- 
ply leſs then doing frequently - 1n no 
tolerable ſenſe can we be ſaid to doe 
that continually, which we doe ſeldom); 
but it is an ordinary ſcheme of ſpeech 
to fay that a man doeth that always , 
which he 1s wont to doe, and perfor- 
meth often. As of the pious ſouldier 


Lornelins it is ſaid ,, that he gave much AR. 10.2. 


als to the people, and prayed to God al- 
»4ys; and of Anna the Prophetels, that 


ſhe departed not from the Temple, but ſer- Luk. 2. 37. 


ved God with prayers and faſtings night . 
ana day ; that is, ſhe frequently reſor- 
ted to the Temple, and ſerved God 
with 
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with an aſliduous conſtancy. As the. | , 
words may bear , and do involve this | - 
ſenſe, ſo doth the reaſon of the caſe in- ' | 
force it : for very juſt, very fit, very | 
needfull it 1s to prattife thus. There is 
ever at hand abundant reaſon for , and 
appoſite matter of Devotion ;' therefore 
no large ſpace of time ſhould paſs with- 
out it : there be perpetually depending 
many cauſes thereof; whence there. 1s 
not to be allowed any long vacation 
from it. As every moment we from 
God's mercy and bounty partake great- 
favours; fo ſhould we. often render 
thanks and praiſe for them: for perpe- 
tually to receive courteſies, and rarely to 
returr! acknowledgments, 1s notorious 
ingratitude and iniquity, We frequent- 
ly C and in a manner continually ) do 


liged to confeſs fins, we are concerned to 
deprecate wrath, and beg mercy : other- 
wiſe we mult long croutch under the 
ſore burthen of guilt, the ſad dread of 
puniſhment, the bitter pangs of re- 
morſe, or the deſperate hazzard of ſtu- 
pid obduration. What-ever we deſign 
or undertake, toward the good ma- 
nagement and happy ſucceſs thereof we 


(being 1gaorant and impotent creatures) 
| do 
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' do need the guidance, the affiſtence,and 
| the bleſſing of God : ſo often therefore 
| itis requiſite that we ſhould be ſeeking 
and ſuing for them : if not, we do not | 
onely tranſgreſs our duties, but fondly 
negle&, or foully betray our own con- 


cernments. The Cauſes therefore of - 


Devotion being ſo conſtant, the Effedts 
in ſome correſpondence ſhould be fre- 
quent. 

Such frequency 1s indeed neceſlary 
for the breeding, the nouriſhment, the 
growth and improvement of all Piety. 
Devotion is- that holy and heavenly 
fire, which darteth into our minds the 
light of ſpiritual knowledge , which 
kindleth in our hearts the warmth of 
holy defires : if therefore we do con- 
tinue long abſent from it, a night of 
darkneſs will overſpread our minds, a 
deadning coldneſs will feiſe upon our 
affections. It is the beſt food of our 
Souls, which preſerveth their life and 
health, which repaireth their ſtrength 
_ and vigour, which rendreth them luſty 
and aQtive : if we therefore long abſtain 
from it, we ſhall ſtarve, or pine away 3 
we ſhall be faint and feeble in all reli- 
g10us performances; we ſhall have none 
at all,ora very languid and meager m 

'0 
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To maintain in us a conſtant and 
ſteddy diſpoſition to obedience, to cor- 
re&t our perverſe inclinations, to curb 
our unruly paſſions, to ſ{trengthen us 
againſt temptations, to comfort us in 
anxteties and diſtre{les, we do need 
continual ſupplies of grace from God; 
the which ordinarily are communicated 
in Devotion, as the channel which con- 
veyeth, or the inſtrument which hel- 
peth to procure it, or the condition up- 
on which it is granted. Faith, Hope, 
Love, ſpiritual Comfort. and Joy, all 
Divine Graces are chiefly elicited, ex- 
preiled, exerciſed therein and thereby : 
It 1s therefore needfu]l that 1t ſhould 
frequently be uſed 3 ſceing otherwiſe 
we {hall be in danger to fail in diſchar- 
ging our chiet Dutics, and to want the 
beſt Graces. 

It 1s frequency of Devotion alſo 
which maintaincth that Friendſhip with 
God, which is the foul of Þiety. As 
familiar converſation {wherein men do 
expreſs their minds and affections mu- 
tually) breedeth acquaintance, and che- 
rifheth. good will of men to one ano- 
ther ; but long forbearance thereof dit- 
ſolveth, or {lackneth the bonds of amt- 
ty, breaking their intimacy, and —_ 
their 
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their kindneſ: ſo is it in reſpedt- to 
God ; it is frequent converſe with him 
which begetteth a particular acquain- 
tance with him, 4 mindfult regard of 
him: a hearty liking to him, a delight-. 
full taſt of His goodneſs, and conſequent- 
Iy a fincere and ſolid good will- toward 
him; but intermiſſion thereof produs 
ecth eſtrangement, or. enmity. toward 
him. If we ſeldom come at God, we 
ſhall little know him, not much care for 
tim, farce remember him , reſt-inſen- 
ible of his love, and regardleſs of his 
favour 3. a coldneſs, a ſhyneſs, a diitaſt, 
an antipathy toward him will by de- 
orees creep upon us. Abſtinence from 
his company and prefence will caſt us in- 
to converſations deſtruttive,or prejudici- 
al to our friendſhip with him; wherein 
foon we ſhall contra&t familiarity and 
friendſhip with his enemies, (the Wortd 
and the Fleſh,) which are inconſiſtent 
ith love to him,which will diſpoſe us to 
forget him, or to dislike and loath him. 
[t 1s, in fine, the frequency of De- 
votion which alone can fecure any 
prattice thereof, at leaſt any practice 


thereof duly qualified 3 ſo hearty, fo 


ealy ; ſo' fveet and delightfull as it 
Id be. We have all a naturall 
R averlſe- 
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averſeneſs or indiſpoſition thereto, x 
requiring an abſtraction of thoughts 


and affections from ſenſible things, and 


a faſtning them upon objects purely | 


ſpiritual; a rearing our heavy ſpirit 
above their common pitch z a ſtaying 
and ſettling our roving fancies 3 a con- 
poling our vain hearts in a ſober and 
ſteddy frame, agreeable to Devotion: 
to effect which things is a matter of no 
ſmall difficulty and pain 3 which there 
fore without much uſe and exerciſe car 
not be accompliſhed ; but with it, may; 
{o that by frequent pradtice the bent df 
our heart being turned, the {trangene 
of the thing ceaſing, the difficulty of the 
work being ſurmounted, we ſhall obtain 
a good propenfion to the duty, and: 
oreat ſatisfaction therein. 


This will render the way into Gods 


preſence ſmooth and pailable ; rem 
ving, as all other obſtacles, fo partic 
larly thoſe of fear and doubt in reſpet 
to God, which may deterr or diſcourag 
us from approaching to him. God be 
ing moſt holy and pure, moſt great and 
glorious, we, ſenfible of our corruptil 


and vileneſs, may be fearfull and ſhy «| 


coming near unto him. But whe, 


coming into his preſence, we do j 
that 


> 
4 
F” Y — _—_— _——D&. — 


hy wy Of nn, a ._- a@ 0 0 a 


q MF”, hh 


thoſe words, [ love the Lord, becauſe he Pal. 
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that ſuch as his Majeſty is, ſuch 3s his 

Mercy; when we do taſt ard ſee that Plal. 34.8. 
the Lord is good 5 when by experience 

we feel, that i his preſence there 3s ful- Pal. 16. rt. 
neſs of joy; being abundantly ſatisfied Pal. 36. 8. 
with the fatneſs of his houſe 5 having our 

Souls there ſatis fied as with marrow and al. 63. 5. 
fatneſs 3 finding, that a day in his courts Pal. 84. 10+ 
# better then a thouſand ſpent other- 

where ; perceiving that he biddeth us 

welcome, that he treateth us kindly, 

that he ſendeth us away refreſhed with 


-fweeteſt comforts, and rewarded with 


molt excellent benefits : this will not 
onely reconcile our hearts to Devoti- 
on, but draw us into a cordial liking, 
and earneſt deſire thereof ; fuch as the 
Plalmiſt expreſſeth, when he faith, My eral. 84. 2. 


ſoul longeth, yea even fainteth for the 


courts of the Lord : my heart and my 


freſh crieth out for the living God. This 


will engage us into ſtrong reſolutions 
of conſtantly practiſing it ; ſuch as the 
ſame Holy perſon again declareth in 
hath heard my voice and my ſupplications : "_—m_ 
Becanſe he hath inclined his ear unto me, 
therefore will T call upon him as long as I 


live. Hence, in ſtead of a ſuſpicious 


eſtrangedneſs, a ſervile dread, or an ho- 


R 2 {tile 
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ſtile difaffetion toward God, there will 
ſpring up an humble confidence, a kind. 
ty reverence, a hearty love toward hing 
which will upon all occaſions drive ys 
to him, hoping for his friendly ſuccour, 
longing after his kind embraces. $0 
will the frequency of Devyotion render | 
it facil and pleaſant. Whereas, on the 
contrary, diſuſe thereof will make it at | 


any time hard and Irkſome 3 ſtrengthe- 


ning and encreafing our natural averſe , 
neſs thereto : performing it ſeldom, we f 
ſhall never perform it well ; with thaf | 
attention, that affection, that prompts 


| tude, that willingneſs and alacrity, b 


which are due thereto. 1 
? 


According to fo many ſenſes, ink "7 
many reſpeCts, may we, and ſhould wy _ 
obſerve this Precept. From thus pray g 


exception, or juſt excuſe. The mag... 
common pleas that will be alleged iq, . 
the omiſſion thereof are two'3 aff. a 
drawn from external avocations , ti, 
other from internal indiſpoſitions, 0. 1: 
ſtructing it : both of which are ſoy. 
trom being good, that, being ſeanne T | 
they will ſoon appear ferving ratheÞ,.. 
aggravate, then to excuſe, or abatet 
neglect. I. I c# 
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T. I cannot (faith one) now attend 
to Prayers, becauſe I am not at liberty, 
or at leiſure, being urgently called a- 
way, and otherwiſe engaged by impor- 
tant affairs. How much a flamme this 
| Apology is, we ſhall preſently deſcry, 
| by asking a few Queſtions about 1t. 
'| 1. Do we take Devotion it ſelf to 
be no buſineſs, or a buſineſs of no con- 
| fideration > Do we conceit, when we 
pay God his debts, or diſcharge our 
duties toward him, when we crave his 
aid or mercy, when we ſolicit the main 
concernments of our Squl, (yea, of our 
body alſo, and its eſtate,) that we arc 
dle,or miſemployed? that we laviſh our 
time, or loſe our pains ? 
2. What other affairs can we have of 
om_ moment or neceſfity then this ? 
n there be any obligation more in- 
diſpenfable, then 1s that of yielding due 
ſpe&t and ſervice to our Maker, our 
eat Patron, our moſt libera] Bene- 
"Wactour 2 Can there be any intereſt 
more cloſe or weighty then this, of pra- 
iding for our Souls eternal health and 
appineſs? Is not this indeed the great 


q 


C 


| R 3: are 


y ork, the onely neceſſary matter, iN COM- Luk. 10. 24+ 
-Þariſon wheretq all other occupatians J9Þ 23: 12: 
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ſtile difaffetion toward God, there will 
ſpring up an humble confidence, a kind- 
ly reverence, a hearty love toward him; 
which will upon all occafions drive us 
to him, hoping for his friendly ſuccour, ! 
longing after his kind embraces. $o | 
will the frequency of Devotion render | 
it facil and pleaſant. Whereas, on the 
contrary, diſuſe thereof will make it at 
any time hard and irkſome 3 ſtrengthe- 
ning and encreafing our natural averſe- 
neſs thereto : performing it ſeldom, we | 
ſhall never perform it well ; with that | 
attention, that affection, that prompti- ! 
tude, that willingneſs and alacrity, | 
which are due thereto. 

According to fo many ſenſes, in fo 
many ur 2 may we, and ſhould we 
obſerve this Precept. From thus pray- 
ing continually there can be no good 
exception, or juſt excuſe. The moſt | 
common pleas that will be alleged for | 
the omiſſion thereof are two'z one | 
drawn from external avocations, the | 
other from internal indiſpoſitions, ob- 
ſtruQing it : both of which are o far 
from being good, that, being ſcanned, 
they will ſoon appear ferving rather to 
aggravate, then to excuſe, or abate the 
neglect. I. I cat» | 


The Seventh Sermon, 


T. I cannot (faith one) now attend 

_ to Prayers, becauſe I am not at liberty, 

| or at leiſure, being urgently called a- 
way, and otherwiſe engaged by impor- - 
tant affairs. How much a flamme this 

| Apologyis, we ſhall preſently deſcry, 

| by asking a few Queſtions about 1t. 

1. Do we take Devotion it ſelf to 
be no buſineſs, or a buſineſs of no con- 
fideration > Do we conceit, when we 
pay God his debts, or diſcharge our 
| duties toward him, when we crave his 
' aid or mercy, when we ſolicit the main 

concernments of our S$qul, (yea, of our 

body alſo, and its eftate,) that we are 
| idle, or miſemployed? that we laviſh our 
time, or loſe our pains ? 

2. What other affairs can we have of 
greater moment or neceſlity then this ? 
Can there be any obligation more 1n- 
| diſpenſable, then 1s that of yielding due 
' reſpeQ and ſervice to our Maker, our 
 preat Patron, our moſt liberal] Bene- 

; factour> Can there be any intereſt 

| morecloſe or weighty then this, of pra- 

viding for our Souls eternal health and 
happineſs? Is not this indeed the great 

work, the onely neceſſary matter, iN COM» Luk. ro. 24. 
pariſon wheretq all other occupatians J9? 23: 12: 
3 - are 
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are meer trifling, or unprofitable fid. 
dling about nothing ? What will all o- 
ther buſineſs ſignifie, what will come of 
It, if this be neglected 2 Bufte we may 
be, we may plod, we may drudpe eter- 
nally ; but all to no end. All our care 
is in effe& improvidence, 'all our indu- 
{try may be well reckoned idlenefſs, if 
God be not ſerved, it our Souls are not 
ſecured. 
3. If we ſurvey and prize all worldly 


& 
#4 © 2 OE EE I >. TO FO IIA", + 


buſineſles, which among them will ap- |! 
pear ſo 1importunate as to demand, fo ' 


greedy as to devour, fo worthy at leaſt 


as to deſerve all our time, that we can- | 


not ſpare a few minutes for mo | 


_ our moſt pleaſant intercourſe, and mot 


ſhadows of buſineſs ſupplant or crowd 


gainfull commerce with Heaven? What 


are the great buſineſſes of the world? | 


what but ſcraping and ſcrambling for 
pelf, contriving and compaſling deſigns 
of ambition, courting the favour and 
reſpe& of men, making proviſion for 
carnal pleaſure, gratifying fond curio- 


ſity or vain humour 2 And do any of | 


theſe deſerve to be put into the ſcale 
againſt, ſhall all of them together be 
able to ſway down our ſpiritual em- 
ployments ? Shall theſe images, theſe 


out 
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mt Devotion 3 that which procureth 
| wealth ineſtimably precious, pleaſure 
infinitely fatisfattory, honour incompa- 
' | rably noble above all this world can at- 
\ | ford? If the expence of time be (as the 


| Philoſopher ſaid) oawlenicalor avzanu- Theophr. 


| | jt, the moſt precions expence that can —4 
| be; how can it better be laid out, then 


| upon the worthieſt things, ſuch as De- 
| votion alone can afford the purchace 
| and poſſeſſion of? True Vertue, ſound 
| Wiſdom, a quiet Conſcience, and ſted- 
dy tranquillity of mind, the love and 
favour of God, a title unto endleſs joy- 
and bliſs, are purely the gifts of Hea- 
ven 3 and thence they will not deſcend 
of themſelves, but Prayer muſt fetch 
them down. If nothing then 1n the 
world be comparable to thoſe things, 
how can any time be ſo well ſpent as 1n 
Prayer, which acquireth them 3 which 
alſo beſt ſecureth what-ever we have, 
and is the readieſt way to procure what- 
ever we want 2? 

4. Should we not farther, honeſtly 
comparing things, eaſily diſcern, that it 
s no ſuch indiſpenſable buſineſs , but 
rather indeed ſome baſe dotage on lucre, 
fome inveigling bait of pleaſure, ſome 
bewitching tranſport of fancy, that croſ- 
KS {eth 
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ſeth our Devotion? Is it not often z 

complemental viſit, an appointmett to 
tattle or to tipple, a match for ſport, a 
wild ramble in vice or folly, that 
deeply engageth us to put off our du- | 
Wr re oY 
4 5. Yea, 1 it not commonly floth ra | 
ther then aCtivity, an averſenefs from | 


this rather then an jnclination to any 


other employment, which diverteth ug 
from our Prayers? Is not, I fay, the 
true reaſon why we pray ſo ſeldom, not 
becauſe we are very buſie, but becauſe 


we are extreamly idle ; fo idle, that we 


cannot willingly take the pains ta un- | 
ſcrew our affeCtions from ſenſible things, 
to reduce our wandring thoughts, to 
compoſe our hearts into a right frame, 
to. bend our untoward inclinations toa | 
compliance with our duty 2 Is it not 
becauſe we do not feel that favour and 
ſatisfaction in theſe, which we do in 0- | 
ther trivial and worthleſs employments, | 
nor will be at the trouble to work ſuch 
ditpoſitions in our Souls ? Do we not | 
betake our ſelves to other converſati- | 
ons and commerces meerly for refuge, 
ſhunning this intercourſe with God, and 
with our ſelves? Theſe, I fear, are oft- 
ner the real cauſes of our neglecting 
| | | _ _Devo- 
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Devotion, then any fuch mighty avgca- 
tions which we pretend. 

6. But were there indeed not onely 
a counterfeit or imaginary, but a real 
competition between Devotion and o- 
ther lawfull buſineſs 5 which, 1n reaſon, 
ſhould carry it? in conſcience, which 
of the twq ſhould be forbarn or ſuſpen- 
ded? Is it not evidently better, that 
the purſuit of our temporal intereſts, 
what-ever they be, ſhould be a little 
checked, then that our affairs of ever- 
laſting conſequence ſhould - be quite 
laid aſide? that we ſhould venture a 
ſmall impairing of our eſtate, then ſure- 
ly endammage our Souls? that we 
hazzard to diſappoint or difpleaſe a 
man, then dare to affront and offend 
the Almighty God ? 

7. Were it nat ſtrangely abſurd and 


. unhandſome to ſay, I cannot wait on 


God, becauſe I muſt ſpeak with a friend; 
I cannot go to Church, although God 
calleth me thither, becauſe I muſt haſt 
to market ; I cannot ſtand to pray, be- 
cauſe I am to receive money, or to 
make up a bargain ; I cannat diſcharge 
my duty to God, becauſe a greater y 4 
ligation then that doth lie upon me ? 
How unconceiyable an honour, how 


\/ 


© 
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unvaluable a benefit is it, that the in- 
comprehenfibly-great and glorious Ma- 
jeſty of Heaven doth vouchſafe us the 
liberty to approach ſo near unto him, 
to converſe ſo freely with him, to de- 
mand and derive from his hand the ſup- 
ply of all our needs, and fatisfation of 
all our reaſonable defires? and is it then 
juſt or ſeemly, by fuch eompariſons to 
diſparage his favour, by ſuch pretences 
to baffle with his goodneſs ? 

Put the caſe our Prince {ſhould call 
for us to ſpeak with him about matters 
nearly touching his ſervice, and our 


welfare ; would it be according unto | 


duty, diſcretion, or decency, to reply, 

that we are at preſent buſie, and have 

no leiſure, and muſt therefore hold our 

{elves excuſed ; but that if he will ſtay 

a while, at another time, when we have 

leſs to doe, we ſhall be perhaps diſpo- 

{ed to wait upon him ? The caſe is pro- 

pounded by our Lord in that Parable, 

wherein God 1s repreſented as a great 

man, that had prepared a feaſt, and 1n- 

vited many gueſts thereto ; but they 

——_— excuſed themſelves : One ſaid, that he 
Luk, 14. 16, P44 purchaſed land, and muſt needs go 
&c, out to ſee it 5 another had bought five 
Joaks of oxen, and muſt go to prove thems 

ano- 
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could n0t come. Fheſe indeed were af- 


25r 


another had married a wife, and therefore "E-{la in 


axn\15 Tad, 
Te Xz Teapan 


fairs very conſiderable, as this world as, &c. 
hath any 3 but yet the excuſes did not CY i 


fatisfie : for, notwithſtanding, the great 
perſon was angry, and took the neglect 
;n huge diſdain. : 

3. Moreover, if we reflect what vaſt 
portions of time we ſquander away up- 
on our petty matters, upon voluptuous 


Foh. Orat. 


enjoyments , upon fruitleſs pals-times, 


upon impertinent talk ; how can we 
fatisfie our ſelves in not allotting come 
petent time upon God's Service , our 
own Salvation, and the future everla- 


_ ſting ſtate? Doth not he, who with 


the continuance of our life beſtoweth 
on us all our time, deſerve that a pit- 
tance of it ſhould be reſerved for him- 
ſelf 2 Can all the world duly claim fo 
great an allowance thereof 2 May not 


our Soul (which ts far our nobleſt part, 


which indeed 1s all our ſelves) juſtly 
challenge a good ſhare of our time to 
be expended on it 2? or ſhall this mortal 
husk engroſs it all> Muſt Eternity, 
which comprehendeth all Time, have 
no time belonging to it, or allotted for 
its concernments ? 


9. Again, 
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9. Again, 1s it not great 
imprudence ſo to lay our 
buſineſs, that any other mat- 
ter ſhall thwart or thruſt out 
Devotion ? Eaſily with a 
little providence may things 
be ſo ordered, that it, with- 


out interfering or juſtling, 
may well conſiſt with all 
other, both needfull bufineſs, and con- 
venient divertiſement ; ſo that it ſhall 
neither obſtru& them, nor they extrude 
it : and are we not very culpable, if 

we do not uſe ſo much providence ? 
Io. In truth, attending npon Devo- 
tion can be no obſtacle, but will be 
great furtherance to all other good bu- 
ſineſs. It is the moſt ſure, moſt plea- 
ſant, moſt advantageous and compendi- 
ous way of tranſaCting affairs, to mix 
Prayers and Praiſes with them : 1t is the 
beſt oil that can be, to make the wheels 
of action go on ſmoothly and ſpeedily : 
itnot onely ſan&ifieth our undertakings, 
but much promoteth and exceedingly 
ſweetneth the management of them. For 
the conſcience of having rendred unta 
Gad hjs due reſpe& and ſervice, of ha- 
ving intruſted our affairs to his care, of 
having conſequently engaged his pro- 
WE | tection 
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tettion and afliftence for us, will difpoſe 
us to doe things with a courageous ala- 
crity and james rn fatisfaction ; will 
fill us with a good hope of proſpering 3 
will prepare us however to be ſatisfied 
with the event, what-ever it ſhall be z 

. will in effe& procure a bleſſing and 
' happy ſucceſs, ſuch as we may truly 
rejoyce and triumph in, as conferred by 
God in favour to us. Whereas neglec- 
ting theſe duties, we can have no ſolid 
content or ſavoury complacence in any 
thing we undertake : reflecting on fitch 
misbehaviour (if we be not downright 
infidels, or obdurate reprobates in im- 
piety) will quaſh or damp our courage: 


| having thence fortfeited all pretence to 


God's ſaccour, and provoked him to 
croſs us, we muſt needs ſuſpe&t diſap- 
pointment : as we have no reaſonable 
ground to hope for ſucceſs 3 fo we cans« 
not, if ſucceſs arriveth, be heartily fa- 
tified therein, or take it for a ble 
ling. 
He therefore that is ſuch a niggard of 
his time, that he grudgeth to withhold 
any part thereof from his worldly oc- 
calions , deeming all time caſt away , 
that is laid out in waiting upon God , 
1s really moſt unthrifty and prodigal 
there= 


254 


The Seventh Sermon. 


thereof : by ſparing a little, he waſte 
all his time to no purpoſe ; by ſo eager 


| ly purſaing, he effectually ſetteth back 


his deſigns 3 by prepoſteroully affeRing 
to diſpatch his affairs, he rendreth them 
endleſs, or, which 1s the fame, altoge. 
ther unprofitable. 

In fine, we may be ſure that no time . 
rs ſpent even ſo prudently and politick- 
ly, with fo great advantage, and ſo rel 
fruit to our ſelves, as that which is em- 
ployed upon Devotion. In ſacrificing 
his time, his pains, his ſubſtance, any 
thing he hath or can doe, to God's ker- 
Vice, no man can be a loſer. | 

We have alſo many examples plainly 
demonſtrating the conſiſtency of this 
practice with all other buſineſs. Who 
ever had more or greater affairs to ma- 
nage, and who ever managed them with 
greater ſucceſs, then David 5 upon 
whom did ly the burthen of a Royal 
eſtate, and the care over a moſt popu- 


Plal. 78, 73. lous nation; the which he fed with 4 


faithful and true heart, and ruled pri- 


dently with all his power , who waged 
great wars, vanquiſhed mighty enemies, 
atchieved many glorious exploits, un- 
derwent many grievous troubles ? Yet 


could not ſuch engagements diſtract or 
deprelis 
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depreſs his mind from a conſtant atten- 
dence on Devotion. 1 will bleſs the Pal. 34. 1. 
Lord at all times, his praiſe ſhall be con- jg - 
tinually in my mouth My month ſhall vial. 35. 28. 
ſhew forth thy righteouſneſs, and thy ſal- 

vation all the day. T1 will abide in thy val. 51. 4 
tabernacle for ever. So he declareth his 
reſolution, and his practice. Who is 

more preflingly employed then was Da- 

ziel, firſt Preſident over ſo vaſt a King- 

dom, chief Miniſter of State to the grea- 

teſt Monarch on earth ? Yet conſtantly 

thrice a day did he pray , and give thanks Dan.s. 10. 
before his God. Who can be more entan- 

gled in varieties and intricacies of care, 

of pains, of trouble, then was he that 
preſceribeth unto us this rule of Praying 
continually 2 Upon him did ly the care > cor.11.28. 
of all the Churches Night and day with , The. 3.8. 
labour and toil did he work for the ſuſte- 

nance of his life, that he might not (to 

the diſparagement of the Goſpel ) bur- 

then any man; perpetually he was en- 

gaged 1n all forts of labour and travail, 

ever conflicting with perils, with wants, 

with inconveniencies numberleſs : yet 

did he exatly conform his praGtice to 

his rule, being no leſs indefatigable and 

inceſlant in his Devotion then he was 

in his buſineſs. Who ever managed a 

greater 
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greater Empire then Conſtantine £ Yet 
Kaupols bygr every day (as Euſebins reporteth) at ſta- 


Ms, ted times , ſhutting himſelf up , he alone 
Nay iynaeiar, privately did converſe with his God. The 
©: ivy moſt pious men indeed have never been 
a id]e or careleſs men, but always moſt 
ec. Euſeb. bafie and ative, moſt induſtrious in 
- _ Coft: their callings, moſt provident for theit 
families, moſt officious toward their 
friends, molt ready to ſerve their coun- 
try, moſt abundant in all good works : 
yet have they always been moſt con- 
ſtant in Devotion. So that experience 
clearly doth evidence, how reconci- 
lable much Devotion is to much buſi- 
neſs; and that, conſequently, the pro- 
ſecution of the one cannot well palli- 


ate the neglect of the other, 


/ TI. No better can any man ward him- 
* If from blame, by imputing the neg- 
let of Devotion to ſome indiſpolitt- 
on within him thereto. For this 1s one- 
ly to cover one fault with another , or 
to lay on a patch more ugly then the 
ſore. *Tis, in effect, to ſay we may ſn, 
becauſe we have a mind to it, or care 
not to doe otherwiſe. Our indiſpoſitfon 
it ſelf 1s criminal 3 and, as irgnitying 
ſomewhat habitual or ſettled, 1s goa E 
tnen 
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then a ſingle omiſſion : it ought there- 
fore to be corrected and cured ; atid 
| the way to doe it is, by ſetting preſent- 
ly upon the practice of the Duty, and 
perfiſting reſolutely therein : otherwiſe 
how is it poſſible that it ſhould ever be 
removed > The longer we forbear it, 
| the more ſeldom we perform it, the 
ſtronger ſurely will or indifpoſition 
grow, and the more difficult i will be 
to remove it. But if ( with any degree 
of ſeriouſneſs and good intention ) we 
come indiſpoſed to Prayer, we may 
* thereby be formed into better diſpoſitt- - 
| on; and by continual attendence.there- 
on, we ſhall ( God's grace co-opera- 
ting, which never 1s wanting to ſerious 
and honeſt intentions ) grow toward a 
perfect fitneſs for it : Prayer by degrees 
will become natural and delighttull to 


Vid.Rom. 12. 
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EPHES. 5. 20. 


Giving thanks always for all things uny 


od. 


s þ HESE words, although (asthe 
very Syntax doth —L 
A diſcover ) they bear a relation 
to, and have a fit coherence with thok 
that precede, may yet ( eſpecially cop 
ſidering S. Paul's ſtyle, and manner of 
eapucilion in the preceptive and exhor- 
tative part of his Epiſtles ) without « 
ny violence ; or prejudice on eithe 
hand, be ſevered from the Context, and 
confidered diſtintly by themſelves 


And ( to avoid encumbrance by far 
ther compariſon) ſo taking them, we 


may obſerve, that every fingle word # 


mong them carries with it ſomething df 

notable emphaſis, and eſpecial ſignif 

_ The firſt [Giving thanks] 
S: 


r 
4 wh 


the ſubſtance of a Duty , Fr 


| 
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Which we are exhorted. The next (I 
mean, in order of conftruction) [to 


| God] denotes the Object, or Term to 


which it is direted. The following 
{ber determines the main Circum- 
ſtance of this and all other Duties, the 
Time of performance. The laſt | for af/ 
things] declares the adequate Matter of 
the Duty, and how far it ſhould extend. 
Theſe particulars I ſhall confider ſeve- 
rally, and 1n order. | 


I. Firſt then, concerning the Duty it 
ſelf; to give thanks, or rather, to be 
tharkfull3 (for Jyae54v doth not one- 
ly fignifie gratias agere, reddere, dicere, 
to grve, render, or declare thanks, but al- 
lo gratias habere, grate affeFum eſſe, to 


be thankfully diſpoſed, to entertain a - 


gratefull affe&ion, ſenſe, or memory : 
11 which more comprehentive notion I 
mean to conſider it, as including the 
whole Ducy or Vertue of (Gratitude 


| tue to Almighty God for all his befte- 


fits, favours and mercies: ) I fay; con- 
cerning this Duty it ſelf, ( abſtractedly 
conſidered, ) as it involves a reſpe@& to 
benefits or good things received 3 ſo in 
its employment abcurt them it imports, 


. requires, or ſuppoſes thefe following 


particulars, S 2 "L 
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7. It implies a right Apprehe 
of, and es. ot a ——_— 
tention unto Benefits conferred. For he 
that 1s either wholly 1gnorant of his oþ. 
ligations, or miſtakes them, or paſſy 


9260 E 


them over with a flight and ſuperficy | 


Pſal. 107.43: VIew, can no-wile be gratefull. Whob 
is wiſe, and will obſerve theſe things, «. 

wen they ſhall underſtand the loving. 

Plal. 64. 9. Aindneſs of the Lord, Men ſhall fea, 
and ſhall declare the work of God;, fu 

they ſhall wiſely conſider of his doing, 


Plal. 211, 2. The works of the Lord are great, ſowht 


Plal. 34. 8. ort of all that have. pleaſure therein. 0 
ztaft ( firſt, and then ) ſee that the Lord 
3s good. HT 

This is the method that great Maſter 
of Thankſgiving preſcribes 3; firſt expe- 
rimental notice, then wiſe conſideraty 
on , then gratefull ſenſe, then publick 


acknowledgment. And thoſe we find 


both by him, and by the Prophet I[/a- 
9s ( in the very ſame words ) reprehen- 
ded , as wickedly ingratefull perſons, 


+> 28.5. Who regarded not the work of the Lord, 
a. 5. 12, 


bent on us, to take notice of diligent- | 


20r conſidered the operation of his hands. 
'T1s part therefore of this Duty incum- | 


ly, and carctully to confider the Divine 


Benefits 3 not to let them paſs undilcer- 


ned, 


he —_—_ es a+ as 0 > o- A itn Om XD *framss. ot mtwd al dd tes — ay op CO A fanyu ocp. ra tc gn cn, Aa a 
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ned, and unregarded by us, as perſons 


either wofully blind, or ſtupidly drow- 


zie, or totally unconcerned. 
Tis a general fault, that the moſt 


\ common and frequent, the moſt obvi- 


ous and conſpicuous Favours of God , 
(like the ordinary Phenomena of Na- 
ture, which, as Ariſtotle obſerves, though 
in themſelves moſt admirable, are yet 
eaſt admired, ) the conſtant riſing of 
the Sun upon us, the deſcent of fruit- 
full Showrs, the recourſe of temperate 
Seaſons , the continuance of our Life , 


the enjoyment of Health, the pfoviden- 
tial diſpenſation of Wealth, and com- 


petent means of livelihood , the daily 
Protection from incident dangers, the 
helps of improving Knowledge, obtai- 
ning Vertue, becoming happy, and ſuch 
like moſt excellent Benefits, we com- 
monly little mind or regard; and conſe- 
vently feldom return the thanks due 
or them. Poſſibly ſome rare accidents 
of Providence, ſome extraordinary 
Jadgment, ſome miraculous Delive- 


' rance may rouze and awaken our at- 
| fention : ( as it is aid of the [aelites , 


| Wher he flew them, then they ſought him, 


and remembred that God was their Rock, 
er the high God their Redeemer : ) but 
S 3 ſuch 


Pl.78.34,35: 
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ſuch advertency is not the effet g 
much of Gratitude, as of curioſity, 
of neceſlity : the notable rarity invits 
or ſome powerfull impulſe command 
our notice. But the truly gratefull ig. 
duſtriouſly deſign, and are ſtudioust 
know thoroughly their obligations, tha 
they may be able to render anfſwerable 
returns for them. : : 
2. This Duty requires a faithfull Re 
tention of Benefits 1n memory, and cots 
ſequently frequent Reflexions upon 
them. For, he that is no longer affec- 
ted with a Benefit then it incurrs the 
ſenſe, and ſaff=rs not it ſelf to be dike 
garded, is far from being gratefull ; ng, 
if we believe the Philoſopher, is wot 
full in the worſt kind, and higheſt de 
gree. For, [neratas eft, ({aith he) gn 
beneficium accepiſſe ſe negat, quod a | 
pit 5, ingratas eſt , qui dijfunmlat gt 
t#5, qui non reddit : ingratiſſunss onn- 
1, qui oblitns eſt. He that falſly denit 
the reception of a Benefit, and he that dif | 
ſembles it, and he that doth not repay #, 
5 ingratefull s but _ ingratefull of d 
zs he that forgets it. It is a ſign the 6 
nefit made no deep impreſſion on 
mind, fince it left no diſcernible foot 


ſtep there ; that he hardly ever though 
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of making recompence, ſince he hath 
faffered himſelf to become altogether 
uncapable of doing it : neither is there 
any hope of his amending the paſt neg- 
kt no ſhame, no repentance, no fair 
occaſion can redeem him from Ingrati- 
tude, in whom the very remembrance 
of his obligation is extinguiſhed. 

If to be ſenſible of a preſent good 
turn, deſerved the title of Gratitude?, 
all men certainly would be gratefall : 
the Jews queſtionleſs were ſo. When Al- 
mighty God, by his wonderfull power, 
in extraordinary ways, delivered them 
from the tyranny and opprefſion of their 
prevalent enemies z when 'he cauſed 
ſtreams to guſh forth from the bowels 
of a hard rock, to refreſh their thirſt ; 
when bread deſcended from Heaven in 
ſhowrs, and the winds were winged 
with fleſh,to fatisfie their greedy defiress 
then ſurely they were not altogether 
unſenſible of the Divine goodneſs; then 
could they acknowledge his power, and 
be farward enough to engage them- 
ſelves in promiſes of carreſpondent ob- 
ſervance toward him for the future. 
But the miſchief was , immediately af- 


ter, as the P/almiſt complains, They fore Pl, 78.11, 42- 
gat his works, and the wonders he had 


S 4 ſhewed 
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ſhewed them + They remembred. TY 


hand, nor the day when he delivered they! 


Neh. 9. 17. from the enemy. They refuſed #0 obey,' | 
e 


Deut.32. 18. 


either were mindful of the wouders thy 
God did among them ; oy ey con-. | 
feſles 1n their behalf. Of #he Rock that 

begat them- they were unmindfull , and 
for7ot the God that formed them ; as it i 
in Derteronomy. ' They diſtruſted his 
Promiſes, repmned at-his dealings, - dif 
obeyed his Laws, and treacherouſly a- 
poſtatized from his Covenant. Such 


were the fruits of their ingratefull for- 


Thy loving- 
kindneſs is e- 
ver before 
mine eyes. 
Pſal. 26. 3. 


Pl.77.11,12, 


Pſal, 143. 5: 


Plal. 103. 2, 


Pl. 63.5,6,7- 


getfulneſs; which therefore that people 
is ſo often; charged with, and ſo ſharply 
reproved for by the Prophets. | 
On the contrary,, we find that great 
pattern of Gratitude, the Royal Prophet 
David, continually revolving 1n his 
thoughts, imprinting upon his fancy, 
ſtudying and meditating upon, recollec- 
ting and renewing in his memory the 
reſults of-Divine favour. [ will remen- 
ber, faith he, thy wonders of old ;, I wil * 
meditate of all thy works, and talk of thy | 
doings : and, I remember the days of old, 
I meditate on all thy works, I muſe on the 
works of thy hands : and, Bleſs the Lord, 
O my foul, and forget not all his benefits: 
and, My month ſpall praiſe thee with % 
4 


Ec 
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full Tips, when 1 remember thee upon my 
bed, and meditate on thee in the night- 
watches, becauſe thou haſt been my help. 
No place unfit, it ſeems , no time.un- 
ſeaſonable, for the practice of this Du- 
ty 3"not the place defigned for reſt, not 
the time due'to ſleep, but, as David 
thought, more due to a waketfull con- 
templation of the Divine goodneſs. 
Whoſe vigilant Gratitude we ſhould 
ſtrive to imitate, devoting our moſt ſ0- 
litary and retired, our moſt fad and ſeri- 
ous thoughts ( not th= ſtudies onely of 
our cloſet, but the conſultations alſo of 
our pillow) to the preſervation of thoſe 
bleſſed Idea's; that neither length of 
time may deface them in our fancy, nor 
other care thruſt them out thence. 

It was a fatyrical anſwer, (that of A- 
riſtotle, \and highly opprobriousto man- 
kind ; who being asked, T/ z2yi5o 1- 
exoxa 3 What doth the ſooneſt grow olds 
replied, Xze i, Thanks : and fo was that 
adagiall verſe, "Ap iAin®), xg! reImntav f 
YEpis * No ſooner the courteſie born, then 
the reſentment thereof. dead. Such re- 
proachtull Aphoriſms we ſhould labour 
to confute, eſpecially as they are appli- 
cable to the Divine favours, by ſo main- 


* taining and cheriſhing our thanks for 


them s 
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them, that they neither decay with age, 
nor prematurely die, nor be buried in 
oblivion 3 but may reſemble the pic- 
tures and poetical deſcriptions of the 
Graces, thoſe goodly Daughters of Hea- 
ven, ſmiling always with a never-fa- 
ding ſerenity of countenance, and flous. 
riſhing in an immortal youth. 

The middle, we may obſerve, and the 
ſafeſt, and the faireſt, and the moſt con» 
ſpicuous places in Cities are uſually de 
puted for the erections of Statues and _ 
Monuments dedicated to the memory of 
worthy men, who have nobly deſer- 
ved of their Countries. In like manner 
ſhould we in the heart and centre of our 


_ Soul, in the beſt and higheſt appart- 


ments thereof, in the places moſt expo- 
ſed to ordinary obſervation,and molt (c- 
cure from the invaſions of worldly care, 
erect lively repreſentations of, and la- 
ſting memorials unto the Divine boun- 
ty; conſtantly attending to which we 
may be diſpoſed to Gratitude. Not one 
bleſſing, not the leaſt favourable pal- 
ſage of Providence ought to periſh with 
us, though long ſince paſt , and remo- 
yed out of the ſphere of preſent ſenſe. 
We muſt not in our Old age forget 


Pla. 71, 6- who formed us in the Womb , who 


brought 


The Eighth Sermon, 
brought us into the light, who ſuckled 
our Inflncy , who educated our Child- 
hood, who governed our Youth, who 
conducted our Manhood through the 
manifold hazzards, troubles and diſa- 
ſters of life. Nor in our Proſperity, our 
affluence of good things, our poſleſſion 


of Canaan, ſhould we be unmindfull of Pevr- : on 


him who relieved us in our ſtreights, 
who fupplied our wants, ſuſtained our 
adverſity, who redeemed us from E- 
gypt, and led us through the wilderneſs. 
A ſucceſſion of new and freſh Benefits 
ſhould not (as among ſome Savages the 
manner is for the young to make away 


the old ) ſupplant and expunge ancient 


ones, but make them rather more gear 
and venerable tous. Time ſhould not 
weaken or diminiſh, but rather con- 
firm and radicate in us the remembrance 
of God's goodneſs ; to render it, as it 
doth gold and wine, more precious, and 
more {trong. We have uſually a memo- 
ry more then enough tenacious of inju- 
ries and 11] turns done us : let it never 
be faid, to the diſgrace of that noble fa- 
culty, that we can hardly forget the diſ- 
courteſtes of man , but not eaſily re- 
member the fayours of God. But far- 


ther, 
3- This 
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3. This Duty implies a due Eſteem, 
and valuation of Benefits ; that the na- 


% 


ture and quality, the meaſure and quan- 


tity , the circumſtances and conſequen- 
ces of them be well expended : elſe the 
Gratitude 1s like to be none, or very 
defective. For we commenſurate our 
thankfulneſs, not ſo much to the intrin- 
fick excellency of things, as to our pe- 
culiar eſtimations of them. A Cynick, 
perhaps, would not return more thanks 
for a diamond, then for a pebble. ; nor 
more gratefully receive a talent of gold, 
then an ounce of copper : becauſe he 
equally yalues, or rather alike contemns 
both. 

Wherefore we find our ( never-to» 
be-forgotten ) example, the devout 
Thankſgiver David, continually decla- 
ring the great price he ſet upon the Di- 
vine favours 3 admiring and diſplaying 
their tranſcendent perfefions , their 
wonderfull greatneſs, their boundleſs 
extenſion , their exceſſive multitude , 
therr endlefs duration, their advantage- 
ous circumſtances, ( the excellent need- 
fulneſs, convenience, and ſeaſonablenef\s 
of them ; together with the admirable 
freeneſs, wiſedom and power of the Be- 
nefacour ſhining forth in and by _ 

| | wi 
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1 will praiſe thee, O Lord, ( faith he ) or. res. 3,4; 
among the people, T will ſing unto thee a-. 
mong the nations: For thy mercy is great 
unto the heavens, and thy faithfulneſs 
reacheth unto the clouds : and, Remember vr. 10g. 5,7; 
the marvellous works that he hath done, 
his wonders, and the judgments of his 
" mouth, He 3s the Lord our God, bis 
judgments are in all the earth : and a- 
gain, Thy mercy, O Lord, is in the hea- Pl. 36-5:647+ 
wens , thy faithfulneſs reacheth unto the 
clouds. Thy righteouſneſs is like the great 
mountains thy judgments are a great 
deep : O Lord, thou preſeruveſs man and 
beaſt. How excellent is thy loving-kind- 
zeſs, O God ! and, How precious are thy ** 139: = 
thoughts unto me, O Lord! O how great : 
#s the ſum of them ! If I ſhould count them, 
they are more in mumber then the ſand | 
and again, His work, is honourable and **% 111 3. 
glorious, his righteouſneſs endureth for e- 
ver - and, The Lord 7s good to all, and Pal 145-9. 
his tender mercies are over all his works < 
and, Bleſſed be the Lord , who daily loa- Pal. 68. 19. 
deth us with his benefits. 

In ſuch manner ought we diligently 
to ſurvey, and judiciouſly to eſtimate 
the effe&ts of Divine beneficence, exa- 
mining every part, and deſcanting upon 
every circumſtance thereof ; hike thoſe 
that 
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that contemplate ſome rare beauty , or 
ſome excellent picture ; ſome commen- 
ding the exa&t proportions, fome the 

acefull features, ſome the lively co- 

—_ diſcernible therein. There 1s not 
the leaft of the Divine favours, which, 
if we conſider the condeſcenfive ten- 
dernefs, the clear intention, the unde: 
ſerved frankneſfs, the chearfull debonai- 
rity expreſſed therein, hath not dimen- 

fions larger then our comprehenfion, 
colours too fair, and hneaments too 
comely for our weak fight thoroughly 
to diſcern ; requiring therefore our 
higheſt eſteem, and our utmoſt thanks, 

'Tis, perhaps, ſomewhat dangerous to 
affix a determinate value upon any of 

"God's Benefits : ( for to value them 
ſeems to undervalue them, they beinp 
really ineftimable : ) what then is it to 
extenuate, to vilifie, to deſpiſe the grea- 
teſt? We ſhould eſteem them, as we 
meaſure the Heavens with our eye , as 
we compute the fands upon the ſhore, 
as we would prize inexhauſtible mines 
of gold, and treaſures of pearl ; that 1s 
by confefling heartily their worth fur- 
paſſes the ſtrength of our imagination 
to conceive, and of our ſpeech to utter; 


that they are immenſe, innumerable, un? 
coll 
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conceivable , and unexpreſfible. Bur 
{1 

: Giving thanks imports , that Be- 
nefits be received with a willing mind , 
a hearty ſenſe, a vehement affection. 
The forementioned particulars are 1n- 
deed neceſlary properties, inſeparable 
concomitants , or prerequiſite conditt- 
ons to ; but a chearfull and cordial ac- 
ceptance of Benefits is the form (as it. 
were) and ſou], the life and ſpirit, the 
principal and moſt effential ingredient 
of this Duty. 

Tt was not altogether unreaſonable , - 
though it went for a Paradox, that dic- 
tate of the Stoicks, That animmn ſufficit 
arnimo, and, That qui libenter accepit, be- 
reficium reddidit : that he, who with a 
willing and well-affefted mind receives 
a courteſie, hath fully diſcharged the 
duty of Gratitude ; that other endea- 
yours of return and compenſation are 
rather handſome acceflions to it', then 
ndiſpenſably requiſite to the completi- 
on thereof, For as in the Collation, 'tis 
not the gold or the filver, the food or 
the apparel, in which the Benefit con- 
| fiſts, but the will and benevolent inten- 
tion of him that beſtows them : ſo re- 
ciprocally 'tis the good acceptance, Fw 
Ell 
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ſefſibleneſs of, and acquieſcence in the 
Benefactour's goodneſs, that conſtitutes 

the Gratitude 5 which who affords, 
though he be never capable of yielding 
other ſatisfaction, volnntate voluntati ſa 
» tzsfecit 5 and, Regum equauit opes ani. 
m0—, Tis ingenuity that conſtitutes 
( reſpectively ) both a bountifull Gj- 
Nunes 2s Ver, and a thankful Receiver. A truly 
conſequitur, noble BenefaCtour purely atmeth at not 


capit opeT# any material reward, or advantage to 


Mien, himſelf; ( 1t were —_— this, not be- 
p] 


wn dat, quid neficence ; ) but the good, profit, and 


Oe: fibt * content of him to whom he diſpenſeth 


dat , & ſibi his favour : of which being aſlured, he 


fr uw (6; Teſts ſatisfied, and accounts himſelf roy- 
mmnvicem red. ally I ecompented. | 


dt voluit; aut ; | 
won fuit beneficium, ſed negotiatio» Beneficii proprium eſt, nibil de ve- 
ditu cogitare. Senec. | 

Nec eſt dabium quin is qui liheralis benignaſque dicitur , offictum, 
an ſrutium, ſequatur, Cic, de Leg. T. 


Such a Benefactour is Almighty God, 

and ſuch a tribute he requires of us a 

ready embracement of, and a joyfull 
complacency in his kindneſs ; even 

Pfal. 63. 3. ſach as he expreſſed, who ſaid, Becauſe 
_ +35 thy loving-kindneſs is better then life, my 
Plal, 63. » lips ſhall praiſe thee © and, My ſoul ſhalt 
e filled as with marrow and fatneſs, and 

my month ſhilt praiſe thee with Joyful 

ips © 
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lys: and, 1 will praiſe thee: with my Pl. 9. 1,2. 
whole heart ; I will be glad and rejoyce * 
in thee : and, Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul; val. 103. 1. 
and all that is within me, praiſe his holy 
Name. TL © 

No Holocauſt is ſo acceptable toGod, 
2s a Heart enflamed with the ſenſe of 
his Goodneſs. He loves not onely iAz- 
oy Shrw , ( 4 merry giver, ) but i>apoy 2 Cor. g. 7; 
Jxrrw, ( a chearfull receiver ) allo. He 
would have us, as to deſire his favour 
with a greedy appetite, ſo to taſt it 
with a ſavoury reliſh. He defigns not 


| onely to: f/ our mouths with food , but AGs 14 17: 
our hearts alſo with gladneſs. . 


We muſt not ſeem to grudge or re- 
pine, to murmur or diſdain , that we 
are neceſſitated to be beholden to him ; 
leſt it happen to us as it did to them of 
whom *tis ſaid , While the meat was yet Pſ,18.30,31 


tn their months, the wrath of God came 


upon them, and ſlew the fatteſt of them. 
Yea, *tis our duty, not to be contented 
onely, but to be delighted, to be tranſ- 
ported, to be raviſhed with the emana- 
tions of his love: to entertain them 
with ſuch a diſpoſition of mind, as the 
dry and parched ground imbibes the 
ſoft dew and gentle ſhowrs ; as the chill. 
and darkſome air admits the benign in- 
s | fluences 
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| fluences of heavenly light 5 as the thir. 


ſty ſou] takes 1n the ſweet and cooling | 
ſtream. He that with a fullen look, a. 
dead heart, a faint ſenſe, a cold hand, 
embraces the gifts of Heaven, is really 
unthankfull , though with deluges of 
wine and oil he makes the altars to 
oreflow, and clouds the sky with the 
{team of his ſacrifices. But yet far- 
emer, - | | 

5. This Duty requires due Acknoy- 
tedgment of our-obligation, ſtgnificati- 
ons of our notice. ; ares of 'our 
eſteem and good acceptance of favours 
conferrd. *Tis the worſt and moſt de- 
teſtable of ingratitudes, that which pro- 
cceds from pride and ſcorn: and ſuch 
1s he guilty of, who is either unwilli 
or aſhamed to confefs himſelf obliged; 
who purpoſely difſembles a Benefit, 01 
diſavows the > mag who refuſe 
| to render thoſe moſt mant 


* 088 38 Bev mu; m- feſtly due, and moſt *.cahily 


ax Ns emQure may naw, 
& MM H 70 040A EV wire 
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"diſcharged, thoſe neither 


toitfome, nor expenſive ob 


lations of praiſe and acknow- 


ledgment. This part of our 
duty requires, that we ofir 


to God, not coſtly 'Hecatombs, but the 
Hoſ. 14. 2- calves onely of our lips, (as the Prophet 


Hoſeab 
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Hoſeah ſpeaks ;) not the fruit of our 
lands, but 490770 YHALeV onely, {as the | | 
Apoſtle to the Hebrews {tyles it,) the _—_ I 3s us: 
d, fruit of our lips, = confeſſing to his name : ahoyhe- 
y that we employ ſome tew blaſts of the b, 


of breath he gave us, on the celebration of 

0 his goodneſs, and advancement of his 

e | repute. I will praiſe the name of God Pal. 69, 30, 

- with a ſong, and will magnifie hine with 3 
thanksgiving. This ſhall pleaſe the Lord 

s better then an oxe or bullock that hath 

. horns and hoofs, faith David. 

And furely *tis the leaſt homage we 

in gratitude owe, and can pay to Al- 


mighty God, to avow our dependence 

upon and obligation to him for the 

| good things we enjoy, to acknowledge 

| . that his favours do deferve thanks, to 

| publiſh to! the world our experience of” 

his goodneſs, to proclaim ſolemnly with 

the voice of thanksgiving his moſt de- 

ſerved praiſe 3 reſembling - him who a- 

bounds in ſuch expreſſions as thele : 

1 will ſong of the mercies of the Lord for val, 8g. 1., 

ever, with my mouth will T make known 

bis faithfineſs to all generations. [ will Plal. 26. 7. 

publiſh with the voice of thanksgiving, 

and tell of all his wondrous works. I will Plal. 145. $- 

ſpeak of the glorioks honour of thy Maje- 

fty, and of thy wondrous works. T have tal. qo. to. 
MI rot 
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not hid thy righteouſneſs in my heart, [ 
have declared thy faithfulneſs and thy 


ſalvation : I have not concealed thy lg. 


ving-khindneſs and thy truth from the 


hither, and great congregation. 


behold the 
works of 


_God, &c. 


Thus if a gratefull affetion live in 
our hearts, it will reſpire through our 
mouths, and diſcover it felt in the mo- 
tion of our lips. There will be a con- 
ſpiracy and faithfull correſpondence be- 
tween our mind, and our tongue : if 
the one be ſenſible, the other will not 
be ſilent; as if the ſpring works, the 
wheels will turn about, and the bell 
not fail to ſpeak. Neither ſhall we con- 


tent our ſelves in loneſome tunes, and 


private foliloquies, to whiſper out the 
Divine praiſes ; but ſhall loudly excite 
and provoke others to a melodious con- 
fonance with us. We ſhall, with the 
ſweet Singer of 1/7ae/, cite and invoke 
Heaven and Earth ; the celeſtial quite 


of Angels, the ſeveral eſtates and gene- 


rations of Men, the numberleſs com- 
pany of all the Creatures, to aſfiſt and 
joyn in conſort with us, in celebrating 
the worthy deeds, and magnifying the 
glorious name of our moſt mighty Crea- 
tour, of our moſt bountifull Benefac- 
LOUr, 
Gratt- 
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Gratitude 1s of a fruitfull and diffu- 
five nature, of a free and communica- 
tive diſpoſition, of an open and ſociable 
temper : it will be imparting, diſcove- 
ring, and propagating it ſelf; it atffedts 
light, company, and liberty 3: 1t cannot 
endure to be ſmothered in privacy and 
obſcurity. Its beſt inſtrument therefore 
is Speech, that moſt natural, proper, 
and eafie mean of converſa- 
tion, of ſignifying our con- 


a 4 
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ceptions, of conveying, and, {27:44 a 


ys are- 


as it were, transfunding our #z», gc. Clem. Alexan. 
thoughts and our paſſions $99" 1 p46: 270- 


into each other. This there- 


fore glory of ours, and beſt orgar that Plal 57-8: 


we have, (as the Pſalmiſt ſeems to call 
it,) our Tongue, we ſhould in all rea- 
ſon devote to the honour, and conſe- 
crate to the praiſe of him who made it, 
and who conſerves it ſtill in tune. 
And the farther to provoke us, we 
may conſider, that it hath been the 
manner, prompted by Nature, and au- 
thorized by general praftice, for men 
of all nations, and all times, and all 
ways, by compoſed Hymns and pane- 
gyrical Elogies, to expreſs their grati- 
tude for the gifts of Nature, and for the 
Benefits indulged by Providence ; 1n 
3-9 _ their 


v7 
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their publick Sacrifices and folemn Fe. 
ſtivities extolling the excellent qual- 
ties of their imaginary Deities ; and re- 
citing the famons atchievements of their 
Heroes, and ſuppoſed Benefattours : to 
whoſe favourable help and bleſſing, in 
their concert, they owed the fruits of 
the earth, the comforts of life, the d& 
fence and m—_ of their countries : 
being indeed miſtaken in the objec, 
but not tranſgreſſing in the ſubſtance 
of the Duty 3 paying a due debt, though 

' to falſe creditours. And I wiſh we were 
35 ready to imitate them in the one, as 
we are, perhaps, prone to blame them 
for the other. For, certainly, acknow- 
ledgments of the Divine Goodnefts, and 
fotemn teſtificattons of our thankfull 
ſenfe thereof, ( what-ever the abuſed 
world may now 1magine,) was always, 
1s now, and ever will be the principal 
and moſt noble part of all Religion 
immediately addrefſed to God. But 
moreover, | | 

x Sam.12.24 6, This Duty requires 'endeavouts 

= fear the gf real Compenfition, and a farisfat6- 

ſerve bim in ry Requital of Benefits, according to 
penny ome *7the ability and opportunity of the re- 
for conſider Ceiver : that we 'do not onely verbally 


how great 5, | eres. agere 
things he hath neg os. oa. oor. ”"y 


dene for you, 
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and referre gratias « that to. him who _ 
hath by his beneficence obliged us, we 
- miniſter reciprocal aſfiſtence, comfort 
and relief, if he need them, and: be ca- 
pable to receive them 3 howeyer, by 
evident teſtimonies to diſcover our rea- 
dy diſpofition- to make ſuch real re- 
turns 3 and withall, to ſute our actions 
to his good liking, and 1n our carriage 
to comply with his reaſonable deſires. 


For, as the earth, which drinketh the tcb. 6. 7,8. 


rain often coming upon it, and having 
been by great labour tilled, and manu- 


red with expence, yieldeth yet no * meet wmv be 
berbage, or fruit agreeable to the expeFa- Tv 


tioz of him that dreſſeth it, but is either 
wholly barren, or produceth onely thorns 
and briars, 3s (as the Apoſtle to the He- 
brews tells us) to be reprobated, and 
nigh unto curſing 3 that is, deſerves no 
farther care or culture to be employed 
on it, and 1s to he reputed deſperately 
worthleſs: ſo is he, (that we may apply 
an Apodoſes to the Apoſtle's compariſon) 
who, daily partaking the influences of 
Divine Providence and Bounty, affords 
no an{werable return, to be accounted 
execrably unthankfull, and unworthy 
of gny farther favour to be ſhewed to- 


ward him. 
5 T4 "0s: 
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Pal. 116.12, 


Ver. 13, 14+ 
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'Tis true, our righteouſneſs ( or bene 
ficence , ſo the word there ſignifies) 
doth not extend unto God © His Bench; 
exceed all poſſibility of any proportic- 
nable requitall : He doth not need, nor 
can ever immediately receive: any ad: 
vantage from us: we cannot enrich hin 
with our gifts, who by unquelſtionah{e 
right, and in unalterable poſlecflion, i; 
Lord and Maſter of 'all things that dz 
actually, or can poſhibly exiſt ; nor ad- 
vance him by our weak commendation 
who already enjoyeth the ſupreme pitch 
of glory ; nor any-way contribute to 
his in it ſelf compleat and indefettible 
Beatitude. Yet we may by appofite 
gnifications declare our willingneſs to 
ſerye 'and exalt him : we may by or 
obſcquious demeanour highly pleafe 
and content him : we may, by our 
charity and benignity to thoſe who 
good he tenders, yield {though not an 
adequare, yet ) an acceptable return to 
his Benefits. What ſhall I render unto 
the Lord for all his benefits 2 faith De. 
vid, 1n way of counſell and deliberat- 
on : and thereupon reſolves, 1 will take 
the cup of ſalvation, and call npon the 
Name of the Lord : I will pay my vows 


nto the Lord. Seaſonable benedichors, 
| officious 
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officious addreſſes, and faithfull perfor- 


mances of vows, he intimates to bear 

ſome ſhadow at leaſt, ſome reſemblance 

of compenſation. And ſo did*his wiſe 

Son likewiſe, when he thus adviſed, _ 
Honour the Lord with thy ſubſtance, and Prov. . 9. 
with the firſt-fruits of thy encreaſe. | 
Almighty aroma, he really doth, 
and cannot otherwiſe doe, yet will not 
ſeem to beſtow his favours altogether 
gratis, but to expect ſome competent 
return, ſome ſmall uſe and income from 


them. He will aſſert his rightful title, 


and be acknowledged the chief proprie- 
tary by ſignal expreſſions of our fealty, 
and the payment of ſome, though in- 
conſiderable, quit-renf, for our poſleſ- 
ſions derived - cx him : he will rather 
himſelf be ſeemingly indigent , then 'a,;,,90- 
py us to be really ingratefull. For, 3 aur 5 #- 
nowing well that our performance of 7,7 4-"”- 
. : 4. * a : I 
duty and' reſpe& toward him greatly ny; inte 
conduceth to our comfort and happi- 729d * 
neſs, he requireth of us ſuch demonſtra- 1,75 "5 
tions of them, as we conveniently are >wreinezr 
able to exhibit ; he appoints ſervices 2 
| | ©. © S. Chryl. in 
expreſſive of thankfulneſs , exaCts tri- Pal. 144. 
butes and cuſtoms, demands loans and V2 Ye 


benevolences, encourages and accepts *" 


| free-will-offerings from us.” Thou ſhalt Exod.23.1g, 


not 
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20t appear empty before the Lord, was a 
Statute to the Fews, qualified and mo- 
derated by certain meaſures ; The Firſt, 
fruits of their Lands, the Firſt-born of 
their Cattel and of themſelyes, the 
Tenths of their annual encreaſe, and z 
certain allotment from the Spoils acquis 
red in wars, did God challenge to him- 
ſelf, as fitting recompences due far his 
bounty to and care over them, 
Neither did the Gentiles conceive 
themſelves exempted from the like gb; 
ligation. For the axe gz, the top or 
chief of their Corn-heaps, they were wont 
to conſecrate unto him who had bleſſed 
their —_— encreaſe ; 0d the a 
ze gave , the firſs and beſt of the prey, 
they r Bare. the ES of his 
temple by whoſe favourable diſpoſal 
they had obtained the victory. Neither 
would they ſooner begin their meal, 
and partake of their neceſlary refreſh- 
ment, then, by pouring forth their 
gratulatory libation, they had perfar- 
med ſome homage to Heaven for it. 
| 898 716 ETA) 


TTziv mitew,mew Aga: pus Comte | 


was the cuſtom, it ſeems, in [Towers 
time. I ſhall not inſiſt upon their avz- 
H1aaxlz, their anniverſary or their c- 


ſuall 
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 fuall Sacrifices z but onely obſerve , 


(what, if ſeaſonable , might by many 
ſufficient teſtimonies be evinced,) that 
thoſe men (at leaſt the moſt intelligent 
of them) were not ſo ſenſeleſs as to 
imagine, that the Gods to whom they v4. Platonis 


performed thoſe ſervices, and devoted 4% It 
thoſe oblations, did any-wiſe need, org 47. 
were truly benefited by them 3 but that =: #4 3 
they eſteemed it a comely thing, by the web omg 
molt fignificant means they could 1n- Sx, 
vert, to declare their gratefull fenſe of is _ 
the Divine goodneſs and indulgence to- "> 5 
ward them. 

And though we are, perhaps, difobli- 
ged now from the circumſtantial man- 
ner, yet are we no-wiſe freed from 


(but rather more '{trongly engaged to) 


- the ſubſtantial performance of this ſort 


of Gratitude. We are to offer ſtill, 

not dead 'bul/s and goats, but (as.S. Paul 

faith) our own 'bodies, living ſacrifices, Rom. 12. 1. 

holy and acceptable to God. We are ex- 

cuſed from-materiall, but are yet bound 

to yield mrwualnugs Jones, ſpiritual 1 PE 55: 

facrifices unto God, as S. Peter tells us. 

We muſt burn incenſe ſtil], that of fer- 

vent Devotion 5 and fend up conti- 

nually to Heaven Junzy Ti; aivictws, 

that thank-offering of praiſe, which the Heb. 13. 15- 
: Apoltle 
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Apoſtle to the Hebrews mentions. We 
muſt conſecrate the firſt-born of our 
Souls, (pure and holy Thoughts,) and 
the firſt-fruits of our ſtrength , (our 
moſt active Endeavours,) to God's Ser. 
vice. We muſt {lay our impure deſires 
mortifte our corrupt affe&ions, and + 
bandon our ſelfiſh reſpects for his ſake, 
We muſt give him our hearts, and pre- 
ſent our wills entirely to his diſpoſalll 
We mult vow to him, and pay the da 
ly oblation of fincere Obedience. We 


Mie duc) muſt officiouſly attend his pleaſure, and 
<2 crye- labour to content him by an innocent 
mw, T7. and unblemiſhed converſation. With 


d) dv amee 


3 \ 
PI 


©«9. Clem. 


theſe things Almighty God is effeCually 
gratified 3 he approves of and accepts 


_ om. theſe, as reall teſtimonies of our Thank- 


fulne, and competent returns for his 
Benefits, =: | 
Eſpecially our Charity and Benefi- 
cence, our exhibiting love and reſpett 
. to good men, (his faithfull ſervants and 
near relations,) our affording help and 
ſuccour to perſons in 'need and diſtreſs 
he accounts a ſatable retaliation of his 
kindneſs, acknowledges to be an oblr 
gation laid upon himſelf, and hath by 
ſettled rules and indiſpenſable promiſes 
obliged himſelf to requite them. re 
TM BH 
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He that hath pity on the poor, lendeth Prov. 19.177 


unto the Lord; and that which he hath 
given, he will pay him again :,and, God Heb.s. 10. 
is not anrighteous, to forget your work , 
and labour of love, which ye have ſhewed 
toward his Name, in that ye have mini- 

red to the Saints, and do miniſter - 
and, To doe. good and communicate, forget Heb. 13. 16. 
not ;, for with ſuch ſacrifices God is well 
phaſed : and, I deftre fruit (faith S. Pal Vil. 4 17 
to the Philippians ) that may abound 
to your account. But I have all, and a- 
bound ; Þ am full, having received of E- 
paphroditus the things which were ſent 
from you, an odour of a ſweet ſmell, 4 


ſacrifice acceptable, well pleaſing to God. 


And, Inaſmmch as ye have done it to (that Matt-25- 40- 


is, fed,” and cloathed, and comforted ) 
the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me, faith our Saviour 3 ma- 
nifeſtly declaring, that the good we doe, 
and the reſpe& we ſhew unto good, and 


.needy men, God reckons it done unto 


himſelf. | 

And this point I fhall conclude with 
the ſayings of the wiſe Hebrew Philoſo- 
pher Ben-Sirach , He that keepeth the Ecclus 35-1, 
Law, bringeth offerings enongh: he that ®* 
taketh heed to the Commandment, offereth 
a peace-offering. He that requiteth a good 


turn, 


, 
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powerfully warms thoſe that are diret: 
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turn, offereth fine flower : and he that gh | 
weth alms , ſacrificeth praiſe. To depart 


from wickedneſs, is a thing pleaſing to th | 


Lord: and to forſake unrighteouſneſs, i 
a propitiation, To theſe I ſhall one 
adde this one particular, 
7. That true Gratitude 'M Benefits | 
is always attended with the Eſteem; Ve: 
neration, and Love of the BenefaGtour 
Beneficence is a Royal and God-like 
thing , an argument of eminent Good. 
neſs and Power conſpiring 3 and nec. | 
farily therefore, as in them that per. 
ceive, and duly confider it, it beyets 
Reſpect and Reverence, ſo peculiarly in 
thoſe that feel its benign influence, i 
produces Love and Afﬀection : like the 
heavenly Light, which to all that be- 
hold it appears glorious 3 but mor 


- 


—_— 


ly ſubject to its rays, and 1s by them 
more vigorouſly reflected. 

And as to thoſe that are immediately 
concerned therein, it imports more pat: 
ticular Regard and Good will ; , if 
they be duly ſenſible thereof, it engage 


them, 1n mutual correſpondence, toal | 


extraordinary Eſteem and Benevolence: 


fuch as David upon this account piv- 
feſles to have been in himſelf "_ 
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and frequently excites others to. 


God, love thee, O Lord my ſtrength, Pal. 18. 1. 
| I will call upon the Lord, who is worthy Verſe 3. 
to be praiſed. The Lord liveth, and bleſ- Verſe .46. 


kd be my rock, and let the God of my 
/rhdes be exalted. I love the Lord, be-P 


' eanſe he hath heard my voice, and my ſup- 
plications. And, (in the Goſpel) Becauſe Luk. 7. 47 


her ſins, being many, were forgiven, there- 


fore ſhe loved much. So true it is, that 'E5», 2:6 
ſenſe of favour indulged is naturally ;;- 


produdive of love. 

Thus have I plainly and ſimply pre- 
ſented you with what my meditations 
ſuggeſted concerning the Nature and 
Subſtance of this Duty, with the ſeveral 
branches ſprouting from the main ſtock 
thereof: 1 proceed now to that which 
will. exceedingly enlarge the worth, 
and engage to the performance there- 


of. 


II. The Object and Term te which it 
is to be directed ; we are to give thanks 
to God. To God, I fay ; that is, to Him 
unto whom we are obliged, not for 


- fome ſmall and inconfiderable trifles. 


but for .the moſt weighty and valuable 
Benefits : from whom we receive , not 
tew or ſome, but all good things; what- 
EVEL 
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ever is neceſſary for our ſuſtenance } | 
convenient for our uſe, pleaſant for our 
enjoyment 3 not onely thoſe that come. 
immediately from his hand , but what 


we obtain from others, who from hin 
receive both the will and the power, 


the means and the opportunities of de- 


ing us good: to whom we owe, nt 
onely what we ever did, or do at pre- 
ſent poſleſs, or can hereafter hope for 
of good ; but that we were, are, or 
ſhall ever be in capacity to recelve any: 
to the authour, upholder and preſerver 
of our being 5 without whoſe good- 
neſs we had never been, and without 
whoſe care we cannot ſubſiſt one mo- 
ment. 

To Flim who is the Lord and true ow- 
ner of all things we partake of ; whoſe 


air we breathc., whoſe ground we tread. 


on, Whoſe food ſuſtains us 3 whoſe 
wholly we are our ſelves, both the Bo- 
dies we carry about us, ({ which is th 
work of his hands, ) and the Soul we 
think with, which was breathed from 
his mouth. 

To Him who hath created a whole 
World to ſerve us, .a ſpacious, « beautt 
full, a ſtately World for us to inhabit, 
and to diſport in : who hath —_" 

| | . 
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Þ & fair a territory to our dominion, and 
conſigned to our uſe ſo numerous a pro- 


zeny of goodly creatures , to be mana- 


jd to be governed, to be enjoyed 


y us. 4 - $1 p 
G& that where-ever we direct our 


| eyes, whether we reflet them inwards 


upon our ſelves, we behold his Good- 
nels to occupy and penetrate the very 
root and centre of our beings 3 or ex- 
tend them abroad toward the things 


| about us, we may perceive our ſelves 


encloſed wholly, and ſurrounded with 
his Benefits. At home we find a come- 
ly Body framed by his curious artifice, 
various Organs fitly proportioned, fitu- 
ated, and tempered for ſtrength, orna- * 
ment, and motion, actuated by a gentle 
heat , and invigorated with lvely ſpi- 
its , diſpoſed to health, and qualified 
for a long endurance ; fubſervient to a 
Soul endued with divers Senſes, Facul- 
ties and Powers, apt to enquire after , 
purſue and perceive various delights 
and contents. To the fatisfaction of 
which all extrinſecal things do miniſter 
matter and help 5 by his kind diſpoſal, 
who furniſhes our Palats with variety 
of delicious fare, entertains our Eyes 
with pleaſant ſpeQacles, raviſhes our 

| Ears 
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Ears with harmonious founds, perfung 
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our Noſtrils with fragrant odours, chean 
our Spirits with comfortable pales, fi 
our Hearts with food and gladneſs, jy. f 
plies our manifold needs, and proteF 
us from innumerable dangers. l 

To Him who hath inſpired us wit 
immortal Minds, and impreſſed upoy 
them perſpicuous characters of his ojn 
Divine Efence ; hath made us, not i 
ſome ſuperficial lineaments, but ina 
molt intimate conſtitution, to reſemble 
Himſelf, and to partake of his moſt & 
cellent PerfeCtions: an extenſive Knoy- 
ledge of truth, a vehement Complacep | 
cy 1n good, a forward Capacity of be 
ing compleatly happy, ( according to 
our degree , and within our ſphere;) 


To which bleſſed End by all ſutabk 


means ( of external miniſtry .and inte- 
riour afliſtence ) he faithfully conduds 
us; revealing to us the way, urging w 
in our proceſs, reclaiming us when we 
deviate; engaging us by bis Commands 
ſoliciting us by gentle Advices, encoly 
raging us by gracious Promiſes; 
ſtruting us by his holy Word, and a 


 moniſhing us by his loving Spirit. 


To Him who vouchſafes to grant us2 


free acceſs unto, a conſtant intercourle 
a 
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' and a familiar acquaintance with Him- 


ſelf ; to eſteem and ſtyle us his Friends 
ind Children ; to invite us frequently , 
and entertain us kindly with thoſe moſt 
pleaſant delicacies of ſpiritual repaſt 3 
yea, to vilit us often at our hone, and 
( if we admit ) to abide and dwell with 
us 3 indulging us the enjoyment of that 
Preſence, wherein the life of all joy 
and comfort conſiſts, and to behold the 
light of his all-chearing countenance. 

k& there any thing more? Yes: 19 
Him who , to redeem us from Miſery , 
and to advance our eſtate , hath infj- 
nitely debaſed Himfelf, and eclipſed the 
brightneſs of his glorious Majeſty 3 not 
diſdaining to aſſume us into a near afh- 
nity , yea, into a perfect union with 
himſelf; to mhabit our frail and mor- 
fal nature , to undergoe the laws and 
conditions of Hurnanity , to appear ir 
our ſhape, and converſe, as it were, up- 
on equal terms with us, and at laſt to 
talt the bitter Cup of a moſt painfull 
and diſpgracefull Death for us. 

Yea,: To Him who not onely deſcen- 
ded from his Imperial Throne, became 
a Subjett, and (which is more) a Servant 
for our ſake 3 but deſigned thereby to 
exalt us to a participation of his royal 

4 dig- 
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dignity , his Divine nature, his eterna] 
glory and bliſs; ſubmitting Crowns and 
Sceptres to our choice ; Crowns that 
cannot fade, and Sceptres that can ne- 
ver be extorted from us. 

Farther yet, To Him, the excellent 
quality, the noble end, the moſt obli- 
ging manner of whoſe Beneficence doth 
ſurpaſs the matter thereof, and hugely 
_— the Benefits: who, not com- 
pelled by any necefflity, not obliged by 
any law, ( or previous compact, ) not 
induced by any extrinfick arguments, 
not inclined by our merits, not wearied 
with our importunities, not inſtigated 
by troubleſome paſſions of pity, ſhame, 
or fear, ('as we are wont to be, ) not 
fHattered with promiſes of recompence, | 
nor bribed with expeQation of emolu- 
ment thence to accrue unto himſelf; 
but being abſolute Maſter of his own 
ations, onely both Law-giver and 
Counſelour to himſelf, all-ſuffcientand 
incapable of admitting any acceſſion to 
his perfect bliſfulnels 3 moſt willingly 
and' freely, out of pure bounty and 
good will.ts our friend and benefactour; 
preventing not onely our defires , but 
our knowledge ; ſurpaſſing not our de- 


{rts onely, but our wiſhes, yea, even 
: Our 
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our conceits, in the diſpenſation of his 
ineſtimable and unrequitable benefits 3 
having no other drift in the collation of 
them , befide our real good and wel- 
fare, our profit and advantage, our plea- 
ſure and content. | 

To Him who not lately began, or 
| ſuddenly will ceaſe, that is either un- 
certain or mutable in his intentions , 
but from everlaſting deſigned, continues 
daily, and will ( if we ſuffer him )) to 
all eternity perſevere unmovable in his 
reſolutions to doe us good. 

To Him whom no Ingratitude, no un- 
dutifull carriage , no rebellious diſobe- 
dience of ours could for one minute 
wholly remove, or divert from his ſted- 
dy purpoſe of caring for us: who re- 
gards us, though we do not attend to 
him; procures our welfare, though we 
neglect his concernments 3; employs his 
reſtleſs thought , extends his watchfull 
eye, exerts nis powerfull arm, 1s always 
mindfull , and always buſy to doe us 
good 3 watching over us, when we 

eep, and remembring us, when we for- 
get our ſelves: in whom yet 'tis infinite 
condeſcenfion to think of us, who are 
placed fo far beneath his thoughts 3 to 
value us, who are but duſt, and dirt.z 
V 3 not 


294: 


The Eighth Sermon. 


not to deſpiſe and hate us, who are te. 
ally ſo deſpicable and unworthy, Fox, 


Pſ. 113. 5,6. though he dwelleth oz high , ( faith the 


Pſalmiſt truly and emphatically, ) fe 
humbleth himelf to behold the things the 
are done in heaven and earth. : 

To Him that is as mercifull and pra- 
cious, as liberal and munificent toward 
us: that not onely beſtows on us more 
gifts, but pardons us more debts , and 
forgives us more fins, then we live mj- 
nutes ; that with infinite patience cj- 
dures, not onely our manifold infirnys 
ties and imperfections, but our petulant 


tollies, our obſtinate perverſeneſles, our 


treacherous infidelities ; overlooks our 
careleſs neglects, and our wiltull miſcar 
Tiages ; puts up the exceedingly-many 
outrageous affronts, injuries, and contu- 
meltes continually offered to his Supreme 
Majeſty by us baſe worms, whom he hath 
always under his feet, and can cruſh to 
nothing at his pleaſure. = 

o Him yet who (as S. James ſaith ) 


giveth freely, and upbraideth no man: 
who calls us neither very frequently, 
nor over-ſtrictly to accounts : who ex 
ads of us' no impoſlible , no very ditt- 
cult, no greatly-burthenfome, or colt- 
Iy returns; being ſatisfied 


with the 
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chearfull acceptance of his favours, the 
heatty acknowledgments of his good- 
ne6, the ſincere performance of ſuch 
duties to which our own welfare, com- 


fort and advantage .( rightly apprehen- 
ded) would otherwiſe abundantly dif- 


pole us. 
To Him, laſtly, whoſe Benefits to ac- 


knowledge is the greateſt benefit of all; 
to be enabled to thank whom deſerves 


our greateſt thanks 3 to be ſenſible of _ 


whoſe Beneficence, to meditate on 
whoſe Goodneſs, to admire whoſe Ex- 


_ cellency, to celebrate whoſe Praiſe, is 


Heaven it {elf and Paradiſe , the life of 
Angels, the quinteſlence of joy, the ſu- 
preme degree of Felicity. 

In a word, To Him: whoſe Benefits are 
immenſely great, innumerably many,un- 
expreſſibly good and precious. For, 
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Who can utter the mighty af#s of the Pal. 106, 2. 


Lord ? who can ſhew forth all his praiſe £ 
laid he, who had employed often his 
molt active thoughts, and his utmoſt en- 
deavours thereupon, and was incompa- 
rably better able to doe it. 

To this God , to this great, to this 
onely Benefactour of ours, we owe this 
moſt natural and eaſie, this moſt juſt and 
equal, this moſt ſweet and pleaſant Du- 


V 4 ty 
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ty of giving Thanks. To whom if we 
wilfully refuſe, if we carelefly nepleg 
to pay it , I ſhall onely ſay thus much, 
that we are'not onely monſtrouſly in. 
gratefull, and horribly wicked ; but + 
bominably fooliſh, and deplorably mi. 
_ rable. I ſhall repeat this ſentence once 
again, and wiſh 1t may have its due & 
fect upon us: To this great, to this one, 
Iy Patron: and BenefaCtour of ours, if 
we do not in ſome meaſure diſcharge 
our due debt of Gratitude, for his in- 
eſtimable Benefits -and Mercies, we are 
to/ be adjuged not onely moſt prodigi- 
ouſly unthankfull, moſt deteſtably imp 
ous ; but moſt wofully ſtupid alſo and 
ſenſeleſs, moſt deſperately wretched and 


Ld 


unhappy. 


I ſhould now proceed to conſider the 
Circumſtance of Time,determined in the 
word Always; and the Extenſion of the 
Matter, implied in thoſe words, for 
things : and then: to ſubjoyn ſome far- 
ther inducements, or arguments perſus- 
ſive to the praftice of this Duty. Þut 
the time ( and, I fear, your patience, ) 
failing, I ſhall reſerve them to ſome 0 
ther opportunity. & 
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Lend 


EPHES. 5. 20. 
Giving thanks always for all things unto. 


God. 


- 


FH act formerly diſcourſed upon 


theſe words, I obſerved in them 
EL Four Particulars conſiderable : 
I. the ſubſtance of a Duty, to which 
we are exhorted. to give thanks ; 2. the 
Term unto which it is direfted, to God; 
3. the Circumſtance of Time, determi- 
ned in that word, always; 4. the Extent 
of the Matter about which the Duty is 
employed, for al/ things. Concerning 
the Two former Particulars, wherein 
the Duty confiſted, and wherefore efpe- 
cially related unto God , I then repre- 
ſented what did occurr to my medita- 
tion. | | 


THI. IT proceed now to the Third, the 
Circumſtance of Time allotted to: the 
pertarmance of this Duty, expreſſed by 

Fn that 
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that univerſal andanlimited term, Alwyyz, 

Which yet 1snot fo to be underſtood, 
as if thereby we were obliged in every 
inſtant (or fingular point of time) ay. 
ally to remember, to conſider, to be af. 
tefted with, and to acknowledge the 
Divine Benefits : for the deliberate 0- 
perations of our minds being ſometimes 
wholly interrupted by ſleep, otherwhile 
preoccupied by the indiſpenſable care 
of ſerving our natural neceſſities, ( and 
with attendence upon other reafanable 
employments, ) it were tmpoſlible to 
comply with an obligation to the per- 
tormance of this Duty ſo interpreted, 
And thoſe Maxims of Law , [mpoſſibili 
un aulla eſt obligatio, and, 9ue rerum 
naturd prohibentur, nulla lege confirmata 
ſunt, ( that is, No law or precept can ob» 
lige to impoſſubilities , ) being evident- 
ly grounded upon natural equity, ſeem 


yet more valid in relation to his Laws,. 


who is the Judge of all the world, and 
in his diſpenſations moſt tranſcendently 
Juſt and equal. | 

We may therefore obſerve , that the 
Hebrews are wont ( in way of Synecde- 
che , or grammatical Hyperbole ) 1o to 
uſe words of this kind , that their unt- 
verſal importance ought to be. _—_ 

6 n 
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ned by the quality or circumſtances of 

the matter about which they converſe. 

As when our Saviour faith, Te ſha be Marr.1o. 22. 

hated by all men for my ſake 5 Aff 1s not 

to be taken for every ſingular perſon , 

(ſince there were ſome that loved our 

Saviour, and embraced the Evangelical 

Doctrine, .) but for many, or the mot. 

And when Dav:d ſaith, There zs none that pal. 14. 1, 

doeth good ;, he ſeemeth onely to mean, 

that in the general corruption of his 

times there were tew righteous perſonsto 

be found. And ſo for ever 1s often uſed, 

not for a perpetual and endleſs, but for 

a long and laſting duration and always, 

not for a continual] (unintermitted ) ſtate 

of being , or action, but for ſuch a per- 

ſeverance as agrees to the condition of 

the thing to which it is applied. 

__ *Tis (for inſtance) preſcribed in Exo- 

ds, thac Aaron ſhould bear the judgment Ex0d.28.30. 

of the children of Iſrael ( the Orin and 

Thummin ) upon his heart before the Lord 

continually ;, that is, ( not in abſolute 

and rigorous acception continually, but) 

conſtantly ever when he went into the 

Holy place to diſcharge the Pontifical 

function, as the context declares. And 

our Saviour in the Goſpel ſaith of him-_ 

ſelf, *E20 7rbwwole $3teZz, I always taught Joh, 18, 26. 
I an ' 
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in the temple ;, that is, very often, and 
ever when fit occaſion was preſented. 
And the Apoſtles, immediately after 
Chriſt's aſcenſion, now» N2mavI%G 0 mf 
Luk. 24. $3+ izpB, were (as S. Luke tells us) contin 
ally in the temple, praiſing and bleſſng 
God; that is, they reſorted thither con. 

ſtantly at the uſual times, or canonical 

hours of prayer. In like manner thoſe 

3 Theſl. 5s. 1njunctions ( of neareſt affinity ) of re. 


16, 18. joycing, of giving thanks always, and pat: | 


Eph. 6.18, ticularly of praying without ceaſing, 
Luke 18.1. (* as I have ſhewn more largely in ano- 
-"—_ 5* ther Diſcourſe, ) are to be taken in 
id ſenſe ſo qualified, ' that the obſervance 
of them may be at leaſt morally poſe 
ſible. | 
Thus far warrantably we may limit 
the extenſion, and mollifie the rigour 
of this ſeemingly-boundleſs term : but 
we can hardly allow any farther reſtric 
tion, without deſtroying the natural fip- 
nification , or diminiſhing the due em- 
phalſis thereof, As far therefore as ti 
poſiible for us, we muſt endeavour al 
ways to perform this duty of Gratitude 
to Almighty God: and conſequently, 
I. Hereby 1s required a Frequent per- 
formance thereof ; that we do often ac- 
tually meditate upon, be ſenſible af, 


CON- 
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confeſs and celebrate the Divine Bene- 


fcence. For what is done but ſeldom 
or never, (as we commonly fay ) cannot 


be underſtood done always, without a 


(atachreſſs, or abuſe of words too e- 
normous. As therefore no moment of 
our life wants ſufficient matter, and e- 
very conſiderable portion of time mi- 
niſters notable occaſion of bleſting God); 
as he allows himſelf no ſpacious inter- 
valls or diſcontinuances of doing us 
good : ſo ought we not to ſuffer any 
of thoſe many days (vouchſated by his 
goodnefs) to flow beſide us, void of 
the ſignall expreſſions of our dutifull 
Thankfulneſs to him 3 nor to admit in 
our courſe of life any long vacations 
from this Duty. If God inceflantly, and 
through every minute , demonſtrates 
himſelf gracious unto us; we in all 
reaſon are obliged frequently and daily 
, aeclare our ſelves gratefull unto 
im. 

So at leaſt did David, (that moſt emi- 
nent .example in this kind, and there- 
fore moſt appoſite to illuſtrate our Doc- 
trine, and to enforce the practice there- 


of ;) for, Every day, faith he, I wil/Pfl.1 FS 


bleſs thee ;, I will praiſe thy Name for e- 
ver and ever, Every day. { The Hea- 
| venTy: 

N 

| 
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venly bodies did not more conſtantly | 
obſerve their courſe, then he his divx. Þ 
nal revolutions of praiſe : Every day in 

his -Kalendar was as it were Feſtivall, F 
and conſecrated to Thankſgiving. Ne- 
ther did he adjudge it ſufficient to de. 
vote ſome ſmall parcells of each day ts 
this ſervice : for, My tongne (faith he) 


ſhall ſpeak of thy righteouſneſs, and of 


thy praiſe all the day long : and again, 
My mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy righteouſ. 
neſs, and thy ſalvation all the day, for [ 
know not the numbers thereof. The Be 
nefits of God he apprehended 1o great, 
and numerous,\that no definite ſpace of | 
time would (rye to conſider and come 
memorate thi, reſolves therefore 
otherwhere beſtow his whole life 
upon that employment : Wile I le, 
will praiſe the Lord; I will ſing praifes 


unto my (od, while I have any being: 


Pal. 34.1.& and, I will bleſs the Lord at all times; 


Pial. 71. 6, 


his praiſe ſhall continually be in: ny month. 
No man can reaſonably pretend greater 
impediments, or oftner av0- 


Ei 8 Bens dvip cations from the praftice of 


prvetaus Bam iCouos ©p0;- 
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this duty, then he, upon 
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on were incumbent : yet 7% 4 ## ou 


} - & [ Chr fo 
could not they thruſt out of Tun. V, pag. _ ! 


his memory, nor x—_— 
in his heart the lively ſenſe of Divine 


goodneſs 3 which (notwithſtanding the 


| company of other ſecular encumbran- 
ces) was always preſent to his mind , 
and, like a ſpirit, (excluded from no 
place by any corporeall refiſtence,) did 


mingle with and penetrate all his. 


thoughts, and affections, and actions. 


So that he ſeems to have approached 


yery near to the compleat performance 
of this Duty, according to the extremi- 
ty: of a literal interpretation 3 and: to 
have been always without any 1nter- 
miſſion employed in giving thanks to 
God. The conſideration ( methinks Y 
of ſo noble a pattern, adjoyned to the 
evident reaſonableneſs of the Duty, 
ſhould engage us to the frequent prac- 
tice thereof. 

But if the conſideration of this ex- 
cellent example do not, yet certainly 
that may both provoke us to emulation, 
and confound us with fhame, of Epic- 
tetns, a Heathen man, whoſe words to 


this purpoſe ſeem very remarkable : 


Ei 2Þ vey CL0en, (ſaith he in Arrzar's 
Difert.) 220 mn 9% uk mai, xi 
conf, 


Lib. I cap.17. 
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onamlolas, wal agaylas, xd) 82wlzg dey 
v & SS AE. wat. it. £ By 
T Upavov Þ elg I Oe 5 Meas. 5 Ot, e, - 
that 1s, in our language, If we under. 
ſtood our ſelves, what other thing ſhould 


we doe, either publickly, of 
prevately , then fing Hymns 
to, and ſpeak well of God, 
and perform Thanks untq 
him £ Ought we not, when 
we were digging, or plowing, 
or eating; to ſing a (lutable) 
Hymn to him 2 Great is 


God, in that he hath beſtow- 


ed on ns thoſe inſtruments wherewith we 
till the ground : Great 3s God, becauſe he 
hath given #8 hands, a throat, a bel; 
that we grow inſenſibly, that ſleeping we 
breathe. Thus (proceeds he) ſhould me 
on: every occurrence celebrate God, and 
ſuperadde of all the moſt excellent and 
moſt Divine Hymn, for that he hath gi- 
ven us the fuculty of apprehending and 
uſing theſe things orderly. Wherefore 
fence moſt men are blind and ignorant of 
this, ſhould not there be ſome one, who 
ſhould diſcharge this office, and who 
ſhould for the reſt utter this Hymn to 
God 9 And what can I, a lame ( and 


decrepit) 
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aecrepit ) old man doe elſe, ther” celebrate 
God 2 Were 1 indeed a Niehtineale, 1 
would doe what belongs to a Nightingale 
if a 'Swan, what becomes a Swan - but 
fnce now I am endued with Reaſon, [ 
ought to praiſe God. This is my duty and 
concernment, and ſo I doe; neither will 


I deſert this eniployment, while it is in 


ity power + and to the ſame ſong I exhort 
ou all, Thus that worthy Philoſopher, 
not inſtructing us onely, and exhorting 
with pathetical diſcourſe, but by his 
practice inciting us to be continually 
expreſling our Gratitude to God. 

And although neither the admoniti- 
on of Prophets, nor precepts of Philoſo- 
phers, nor the examples of both, ſhould 
prevail ; yet the precedents (methinks) 


| of dumb and fſenfeleſs creatures ſhould 


animate us thereto 3 which never ceaſe 
to obey the law impoſed on them by 
their Maker, and without intermiſſion 


glorifie him. For, The Heavens declare Pal. 19. 1, - 
the glory of God, and the Firmament 93: 


ſheweth his handy-work. Day unto day 


attereth ſpeech, and Night unto night - 


fheweth knowledge. There is no ſpeech 


. tor language, where their voice is not 


heard. Tis S. Chryſoſtom's argumenta- 
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7raviwy TIUWTECW, tuo x1iows; Picea 
xam TD eV pnules abyev * 8X eixeg? 
{hOvev, Me 124 atom, Cc. *Twere 
wely thing, that Man, endued with Reg 
ſor, and the moſt honourable of all thing 
wviſtble, ſhould in rendring thanks aug 
praiſe be exceeded by other creature, 
neither is it onely baſe, but abſurd. Fy 
how can it be otherwiſe, ſince other cn 
tures every day and every bour ſend u) i 
doxology to their Lord and Makati 
For, The Heavens declare the glory o 
God, e*c. . | 
If the bufte Heavens are always 
Teiſure, and the ſtupid Earth is perps 
tually active 1n manifeſting the wiki 
PReph and goodneſs of their Creatour; 
how ſhametull is it, that we (the flowe 
of his creation, the moſt obliged, and 
molt capable of doing it) ſhould cons 
monly be either too bufte, or too le 
to doe it ; ſhould feldom or never b 
diſpoſed to contribute our endeavous 
to the advancement of his glory ! 
But, F”: 
2. Giving thanks always may 1mpot 
our Appointing, and puncually Obfe- 
ving certain convenient times of pete 


forming this Duty ; that 15, of ſerious 


medita- 
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meditation upon, and affe&tijonate ac- 
knowledgment of the Divine Bounty. 

a | We know that all perſons, who defign 

+ | with advantage to proſecute an orderly 

7 | courſe of action, and would not lead 

44 a tumultuary life, are wont to diſtin- 
r 
: 
4 


iſh their portions of time, aſſigning 
| ſome to the neceſſary refeftions of their 
| body, others to the | divertiſement 
_ of their minds, and a great part to the 
diſpatch of their ordinary bufineſs : 
otherwiſe (like S. Fares his double-min- Jaw. 1.8. 
ded man) they would be unſtable in all 
| their ways 3, they would ever fluctuate 
in their reſolutions, and be uncertain 
when, and how, and to what they 
ſhould apply themſelves. And fo, this 
main concernment of ours, this moſt ex- - 
cellent part of our duty, if we do not 
depute ſome vacant ſeaſons for it, and 
obſerve ſome periodical recourſes there- 
of, we ſhall be tempted often to omit 
it ; we ſhall be liſtleſs to doe it, apt 
to defer it, and caſily diverted from it 
by the encroachments of other leſs-be- 
hoving affairs. 
| The Jews, to preſerve them in the 
conſtant exerciſe of this Duty, had in- 
| frituted by God a ſacrifice called TAN Daa. 8. 27. 
( J#ge,) rendred by the Greek Tranſla- 
X 2 tours 
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tours 1 Samravleg una , the contingy 


ſacrifice ; to which the divine Authoy 


of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews ſeems t 


. allude, when in theſe words he. & 


Heb. 13. 15, 


ly at a ſet time, was thence denominy | 


horts : A? avurt8 es Evapit opts Juney a 
viowos Szmravic Tl Oe * By him then. 
fore let us offer the ſacrifice of praiſe 
God continually, (or the continuall 


crifice of praiſe, ) the fruit of our ly, | 


giving thanks to his Name. As that þ | 


crifice therefore, being offered conſtan: 


ted continual ; ſo perhaps may we, by 


Pſal. 119. 
64. 


Pſa'. 92.142: 


conſtantly obſerving ſome fit returnsd 
to give thanks. 
| In determining the ſeaſons and pro 
portions. of which, what other rule g 
{ſtandard can we better conform to, the 
that of the Royal Prophet ? I ſhallnt 
urge his example fo much ; (according 


mn 


praiſe and thankſgiving, be ſaid alwey | 


A ee Lee 5 Oo” ad. Int Lo ad: ao. YAM one 


=>, &i 


um 
IC. 


to which we ſhould be obliged to: 


reater frequency; ) for, Seven times 
Lay (ith he) - 7 praiſe thee , becai 
of thy righteous judements :'but ratht 
allege his general dirc&ion and opinion, 
propoſed tous in thoſe words of his; 
is a good thing to give thanks nnto ih 
Lord, and to /"s praiſes unto thy Name 
0 thon Moſt high ;, to ſbew forth thy is 
vIng 
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ving-hindneſs every morning, and thy Pal. $5. 17: 


faithfulneſs every night. It is a good 
thing 3 that is, a ſeemly, a convenient, 
2 commendable, a due performance : 
every morning 3 that is, when our ſpirits, 
being recreated with ſleep, are become 
more vigorous,0ur memories more freſh, 
our fancies more quick, and attive : to 
ſhew forth thy loving-kindneſs 3, that 1s, 


from a hearty ſenſe of our obligation, 


to acknowledge the free bounty of him, 
who, 1n 90s aura of his former kind- 
neſs, hath been pleaſed to accumulate | 
new favours on us; to guard us by his 
watchfull care, when we were buried, 
as it were, in a ſenſcle(s ignorance, and 
total negle& of our own welfare; to 
raiſe us from that temporary death, and 
to confer a new life upon us, reſtoring 
us to cur health, to our means of ſub- 
liltence, to all the neceſſary ſupports, 
and the deſirable comforts of life : every 
night alſo 3 that is, when our ſpirits are 
exhauſted with action, and our minds 
tired with thoughtfulneſs ; when. we 
are become weary, not of doing onely, 
but almoſt of being-; we ſhould con- 
clude our toils, and wrap up our cares 
in the fiveet ſenſe, and gratefull memo- 
ry of his goodneſs, who-hath proteted 


AX 3 us 


Pſal. 6g. 8, 
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us ſo many hours from the manifqli 
dangers, and more fins, to which | 
our weakneſs, and our folly, anday 
bad inclinations, we are through eq 
minute expoſed ; and withall hath prg- 
vided us fo eaſie, and fo delightful; 
means of recovering our ſpent adtiyiy, 
of repairing our decayed ſtrength. 
' Thus if we conſtantly begin, ar 
thus cloſe up, thus bound and citcup 
feribe our + ha dedicating thoſe mal 
remarkable periods. of time to ble 
God, and »akizg (as the Pfalmilt ſpeaks 


the ont-goings of the morning and _ 


zo rejozce in him 3, (ſince beginnin 
ending do in a manner comprehend the 


whole 3 and the morning and een 


' in Moſes his computation and ſtyle, 


conſtitute a-day 3 ) we may (not incot- 
gruouſly) be ſuppoſed and faid to gi 
thanks always. But yet farther, this ma 
Import, 


3. A Vigilant attendence upon thi | 
Duty, ſuch as men beſtow on their en- | 


ployments, whereof though the adtul 
proſecution ceaſes, yet the deſign cat- 
einuedly procceds. As we ſay, ſuch 2 
one is writing a book, building a houk, 
occupying a piece of land, though be 


be at that preſent peradventure. i! 


ping | 


ſ 


© wb Qa nA, © A mh. 2 -S - 2 
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ping, or eating, or fatisfying ſome other LO 
op becauſe his deſign never ſleeps, 
and his purpoſe perſiſts uninterrupted. 

Tf And thus it ſeems we are to underſtand 

F our Saviour, and the Apoſtles, when 

L they exhort us TAOTKELTEAY, to continue Rom. 12.12; 

| inflant in prayer, and thanksgiving 3 and 

ayeunvev & mary meoonagleghoa, tO 

UV watch with all perſeverance 3 and yeryo- Eph. 6. 18. 

"| od, to wake in thanksgiving 5 and yy Cololl. 4. 2. 
mayeY2, not to give over giving thanks - Eph. 1. 16. 


and, to perform theſe duties a2 
(| mas, inceſſantly, or without giving off ; x Theſſ.g.17. 
' pun cnnantiy, not to grow worſe, faint, Or Luk. 18,1. 
faxlter : (which is, in that place, made 
equivalent to, and explicatory of doing 
duty always.) Which expreſſions de- 
note a moſt diligent attendence on 
theſe Duties : that we make them nor 
a 7z2i2yw , a diverſion or by-bufineſs 
of our Ives, allowing onely a perfunc- 
tory and deſultorious endeavour on 
them 3 but eſteem them a weighty bu- 
linefs, to be purfued with ſtedfaſt re- 
ſolution, and unwearied induſtry. 

As our beings and powers did pro- 
ceed from the Goodnefs, fo the reſults 
of them naturally tend to the Glory of 
God ; and the deliberations of our 
Will ought to confpire with the in- 

X 4 {tincts 


Pal. 10s. x. 


Pſal, 37+ 26, 


\ lity. A good man is in Scripture fre: | 
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ſtints of our Nature : it ſhould he the 
principall deſign which aur intention 
ſhould aim at, and our endeavour a. 
ways drive on, to glorifie our Make: 
Which doing, we may, be reputed t | 
diſcharge this Duty, and in ſome ſen 
ſaid always to give thanks, But fa 
ther, 2 : 
| 4+ This term [always] doth neceſly, | 
rily imply a Ready diſpoſition, or hs 
bitual inclination to give Thanks, ever 
permanent in us : that our Hearts, x 
David's was, be fixed always (that i 
fittingly prepared, and ſteddily reſo. 
ved) to thank and praiſe God : tht | 
our Afﬀections be like tinder, though 
not always inflamed, yet eaſily infla } 
mable by the ſenſe of his Goodneſs, | 
'Tis faid of the righteous man, that 
he is ever merciful, and lendeth : notfor 
that he doth ever aQtually diſpenſe alns, 
or furniſh his poor neighbour with ſup } 
plies ; but becauſe his mind is ever ut- 
clinable to doe it, when need requires 
So a gratefull man doth always give 
thanks, by being diſpoſed to doe it up 
on all fit occaſions. *Tis the habit that 
qualifies and denominates a man ſuch 
or ſuch in any kind or degree of mots: 


quently |þ 
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ently compared to a Tree bringing 
forth fruit in due ſeaſon 3 and the root 
thereof is this habitual diſpoſition, which 
being nouriſhed by the dew of heaven, 
and quickned by the benign influence 
of Divine grace, ſprouts forth oppor- 
tunely, and yields a plentifull encreaſe 
of good fruit. Though we cannot al- 
ways ſing, our organs may be always 
rightly tuned for praiſe; at leaſt they 
ſhould never be unſtrung, ( and whol- 
ly out of kelter. ) 

We ſhould maintain in our ſelves a 
conſtant good temper of mind, that no 
opportunity ſurpriſe, and find us unpre- 
pared tq entertain worthily the effects 
of Divine favour : otherwiſe we ſhall 
as well loſe the benefit, as God the 
thanks and glory due'to them. That we 
be always thus diſpoſed, is not impoſh-_ 
ble, and therefore requiſite. But more- 
over, 

5. Laſtly,Giving thanks always imports, 
that we Readily embrace every oppor- 
tunity of actually expreffing our Thank- 
fulneſs. For ſo, what in ſome places of 
Scripture 1s 1njoyned to be done cor- 
tinually, and without ceaſing, is in others 
onely required to be done upon all op- 
portunities. Which ſhews, that 77zt7ol; 

Is 
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1s to be expounded , not fo much & 
Trav; yege , at all times , as & ml). 
xzip#, 71 every ſeaſon. SO megodyylue 


Epheſ-6. 18. yo; 29 7ravl} xgupe ev mvdU mall, prayi 


pon every opportunity in your ſpirit : and, 
Ayfunvere &v ay mall x2ff Sui, 


Luk. 21. 36. Be watchfull praying in every ſeaſon, 


ur boſoms z (like the grain im the Gol- 


And this ſenſe ſeems probably to be 
'chiefly intended by this Apoſtle, when- 
ever he hath ( as he hath often ) this 
expreſhon, rave): Aprapociv , that we 
embrace every overture, or fit occaſion 
of giving thanks. | 
'Tis true, no time 1s unſeaſonable to 
doe it ; every moment we receive fa 
vours, and therefore every minute we 
owe Thanks: yet there are ſome eſpe- 
cial ſeaſons, that do more importunate- 
ly require them. We ſhould be like 
thoſe trees, that bear fruit (more or le) 
continually ; but then more kindly, 
and more abundantly, when more 


_ powerfully cheriſhed by the heavenly 


warmth. 

When any freſh, any rare, any remat- 
kable Benefit happens to us; when 
proſperous ſucceſs attends our honeſt 
endeavours; when unexpected favours 
fall as it were of their own accord 1nto 
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den age ſpringing up <ampla xa, dvipole, 
without our care , or our toil , for our 
uſe and enjoyment 3 ), when we are 
delivered from ſtreights in our appre- 
henfion inextricable, ſurmount difficul- 
ties ſeeming inſuperable, eſcape haz- 
zards ( as we ſuſpected ) inevitable : 
Then is a ſpecial ſeaſon preſented us of 
offering up the ſacrifice of | om to the 
God of mercy, help, and victory. 
When we revolve in our minds ( as 
we ſhould often doe) the favourable 
es of Providence, that in the 
whole courſe of our lives have befallen 
us: how in our extreme poverty and 
diſtreſs ( when, perhaps, no help ap- 
peared, and all hopes ſeemed to fail us) 
God hath raiſed us up friends, who 
have commiſerated, comforted, and fiic-. 
coured us; and not onely fo , but hath 
changed our forrowtull condition into 
a ſtace of joy 3 hath ( to uſe the Pſal- 


miſt's expreſlions ) turned our mourning Plal. 30. 11. 


into dancing ;, hath put off our ſackcloath, 


| and girded as with gladneſs; hath con- Pal. 31.7.8. 


ſidered our trouble, and known our ſoul 
in adverſity ; hath ſet our feet in a large 
room , and fyrnithed us with plentifull 
means of ſubfiſtence : how in the vari- 
ous changes , and adventures , and tra- 

vails 
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vails of our life ,, upon ſea and land, x 
home and abroad, among friends and 
ſtrangers and enemies, he hath protec- 
ted us from wants and dangers; from 
devouring diſeafes, and the diſtempera- 
tures of infectious air 3 from the aſſaults 
of bloudy thieves , and barbaraus pj- 
rates 3 from the rage of fire, and fury 
of tempeſts ; from diſaſtrous caſualties; 
from treacherous ſurpriſes 3 from open 
miſchiefs, that with a dreadfull face ap- 
proached, and threatned ourdeſtrudton: 
Then moſt opportynely ſhould we with 
all thankfull exultation of mind admire 
and celebrate our ſtrength, and on dli- 
werer 3 our faithfull refuge 77: trouble, and 
the rock of our ſalvation. | 
Alſo when the ordinary effects of Di- 
vine Providence do in any advantage- 
ous manner preſent themſelves to our 
view 3 when we peruſe the volumes of 
ſtory, and therein obſerve the various 
events of humane action ; eſpecially the 
ſeaſonable rewards of Vertue , the no- 
table proteCtions and deliverances of In- 
nocence, and the unexpected puniſh- 
ments of malicious Wickedneſs : Then 
we ſhould with thankfull acclamations 
celebrate the Divine Gaodnefs. and Ju- 
ſticez joyning in conſort with that _ 
venly 
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venly quire, and ſaying, Alelujah 8 Sal- ApOC.19.1,2. 


vation, .and glory, and honour, and power 
anto the Lord our God : for true and 
righteous are his judgments. 

Or, when we contemplate the won- 
derfill works of Nature, and, walking 
about at our leiſure, gaze upon this am- 
ple theatre of the world , confiderin 
the ſtately beauty, conſtant order, an 
ſumptuous furniture thereof 3 the glori- 


ous ſplendour , and uniform motion of 


the Heavens 3 the pleaſant fertility of 
the Earth ; the curious figure and fra- 
rant ſweetneſs of Plants ; the exqui- 


ite frame of Animals ; and all other a- , 


mazing miracles of Nature, wherein the 

lorious Attributes of God ( eſpecially 
Fis tranſcendent Goodneſs ) are molt con- 
ſpicuouſly diſplayed; ( fo that by them 
not onely large acknowledgments, but 
even gratulatory Hymns, as 1t were, of 
praiſ« have been extorted from the 
mouths of Ariſtotle, Pliny, Galen, and 


ſuch like men, never ſuſpefted guilty 


of an exceſſive devotion: ) Then 
ſhould our hearts be affe&ted with 
thankfull ſenſe, and our lips break forth 
into his __ | 


Yea, from every object of Senſe, from 


every event of Providence, from eve. 


ry 
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' ry common occurrence we may extra 


Luk. I9, 2I, 


having enumerated ſeveral particulars 


fit matter of Thankſgiving : as did ou 


Saviour , when , conſidering the ſtupj 


infidelity of thoſe proud people of Che. 
rain, Bethſaida, and Capernaum, ( why 
were not at all affected by his miracy- 
lous Works, nor moved to repentance 
by his pathetical corrors,” and con- 
paring 1t with the pious credulity of his 
meaner Diſciples , he brake forth into 
that Divine ejaculation ; 1 thark the, 
O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, tha 
thou haſt concealed theſe things from the 


wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed then | 


wnto babes. *Ev crew Tel xaips dawg 
Dezs Tags erm, faith the Evangelical 
narration 3 por that occaſion Feſm thu 
fpake > he embraced that convenient 
opportunity of thankfully acknowled- 
ging God's wiſe and gracious diſpenſe 
tion. And frequent occafion is afforded 


us daily ( were our minds ſutably d- | 


poſed ) of doing the like. 
But fo much concerning the Time of 
performing this Duty. 


IV. We proceed to the Matter there- 
of, For all things. S.Chryſoſtome (i 
his Commentary upon the 145. Pſalm) 


for 
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for which we are bound to thank God 3 
« Becauſe ( | recite his words punc- 
tually rendred ) © Becauſe (' faith he ) 
& he hath made us, who before had no 
* being, and made us ſuch as we are 5 
« becauſe he upholds us being made, 
<« and takes care of us continually , both 
« publickly and privately, ſecretly and 
« openly, with and without our know- 
« ledge 3 for all viſible things created 
&« for our ſake, the miniſtery of them af- _ 
« forded to us; the conformation of. 

« our Bodies, the nobleneſs of our 
&* Souls ; his daily Diſpenſations by mi- 
< racles, by laws, by puniſhments 3 his 
< various and incomprehenſible Provi- 
« dence ; for the chief of all, that he 
* hath not ſpared his onely-begotten 
« Son for our ſake ; the Benefits con- 
* ferred on us by Baptiſm,and the other 
* holy Myſteries, (or Sacraments ; ) the 
* 1neffable good things to be beſtowed 
< on us hereaiter , the Kingdom of hea- 
* ven, the Refurreion, the enjoyment 
© of perfect Blifs 3 having, I ſay, in theſe 
words compriſed the things for which 
we are _ to thank and praiſe God, 
he thus deſpondently concludes : ('*Av 
2 exagty TG TE x21a\tiyn, dis ALY. 
epzlo iumod?) JLinnav, x2) ND 
ROTWY 
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mronwy Tay "dub T7 Os, ) If 
« any one ſhall endeavour to recount 
<« particularly every one of theſe thin 
<« he will but plunge himſelf into an 
<inexpreſ{ible deep of Benefits, and 
< then perceive for how unexpreſſibly 
* and inconceivably many good thing | 
© he ſtands engaged to God. And ty 
the like No--p/u5 doth the devout Pal. 
miſt ſeem to be reduced, when he thy 
Pral.139.17, Exclaims 3 How preciows are thy thoughts 
unto me, O God £ how great is the ſumm 
of them 2 If T ſhould count them, they ar 
more in mmber then the ſand. 

I ſhall not therefore confound ny 
ſelf, by launching too far into this i- 
menſe Ocean 3 nor ftrive minutely to 
compute the incomprehenſible fume 
of the Divine Benefits : bnt onely ob- | 
ferve, that in groſs, according to our A } 
poſltle's calculation, all things, which 
how-ever happen to us, are ingredients | 
thereof. No occurrence (great or ſmall, 
common or particular ,- preſent or paſt, 
pleaſant or fad, perpetual or tranſito- 
ry _ is excluded from being the ſubjef 
of our -Thankſgiving : each one maj 
prove beneficialto us ; and we are with 
a chearfull contentedneſs , and a grate- 


full refentment, to receive them _—_ 
| s| 


18, 
PCl.35. 5,6,7. 
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God's hand. But to obſerve fome little 
diſtinQtion : I ſay; ; EN 

1. We are*to give thanks, tiot onely 
for great and notable Benefits, but for 
the leaſt and moſt ordinary Favours of 
God: thongh indeed none of God's Fa- 
vours are in themſelves ſmall and incon- 


| ſiderable. Men are wont to bleſs them- 


ſelves, if they receive but a tranftent 


| glance from a Prince's eye ; a ſmile 


from a great perſonage 3 any ſlender in- 
timation of regard- from him that is 1n 
capacity to doe them good : what is it 
then to receive the. leaſt teſtimony of 
his good will, from whom alone every 
good thing can be expected 3 upon 


whoſe diſpoſal all happy ſucceſs of our | 


wiſhes, our hopes, and our endeavours 
do entirely depend ? We repate him in- 
juſt, who withholds the leaſt part of 
what is due from the trae owner : and 
is not he ingratefull then, that omits to 


render thanks for the leaſt of Divine 


mercies ? 
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There is one glory of the Sun, another 1 Cor.1g.41: 


of the Moon, another of the Stars, faith 


S. Paul. Some works of God indeed ex-- 


cell in luſtre z yet all are glorious, a}l 
are to be diſcerned , all to be eſteemed, 


and thankfully entertained by us. The 
| Y bright- * 
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' brightneſs of the one ſhould not whol. 
ly obſcure the other 3 if it do, it 
oues the weakneſs of our ſenſe, the dul 
neſs of our ſpiritual faculty. For evay 
beam of light. that delights our ee, 
for every breath of air that chears ow 
ſpirits, for every drop of pleaſant h. 
quour that cools our thirſt, for evey 
minute of comfortable repoſe, tor every 
{tep we ſafcly take, for the happy iſle 
of the leaſt undertaking , for eſcaping | 
the vengeance due to an idle word, & 
'a wanton thought, we owe a hymnd 
praiſe to God. But, 

2. We are to render thanks, not one 
ly tor new and preſent Benefits, butf 
all we have formerly , all that we myy 

| hereafter receive. We find David nt 
onely frequently acknowledging the 
gracious diſpenſations of Providence ts | 
ward him through the whole courſe df 
his life, but looking back in his thanks 
full Devotions as far as his very orgitl | 
being, and praiſing God for favours cots f 
ferred on him beyond his memory, ya. 
Plal.139.14, before his life. 1 will praiſe thee, faith 


mm, >> 8 I Fo = 3B %,. OY RE ne OR Eo pr ney hon! 


— , for I am fearfully and wonderfaly |} 
24 made : marvellous are thy works, an E 
that my ſoul knoweth right wel. My fute t 
ſtance was not hid from thee, when 1 b : 

| M 
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made in ſecret, and curiouſly wrought in 
the lower parts of the earth. Thine eyes 
did ſee my ſubſtance yet being imperfe@, 
and in thy book all my members were writ- 
| ten, which in continuance were faſhioned, 
whenas yet there was none of them. And 
$. Paxl, yet farther reflefing his grate- 
full conſideration , bleſſes God for his 


favour commenced before the begin- 


373 


| ning of things. Bleſſed (faith He) be God Ephcl.1.3,4- 
| and the Father of our Lord Jeſws Chriſt, 


who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſ- 
ſings in heavenly oe in Chriſt, accor- 
ding as he hath choſen 4 before the foun- 
dation of the world. 


Neither doth the memory onely of 


former, and the enjoyment of preſent , 
but the hope and foreſight alſo of future 


| Bleflings worthily claim our thanks. | 
'| For, ( faith S. Peter ) Blefſed be God "Petr: 3.4: 


and the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


| which, according to his abundant mercy, 


hath begotten us again unto a lively hope 


'T y the reſurreFion of Jeſus Chriſt from 


W.. 4 is. AM — —_ _ die — 


the dead : to an inheritance incorruptible 


and nndefiled, reſerved in heaven for you; 


Beaſts onely, and men not much better 
then they , are affeted with prefent 


| good turns : but men of honeſt and ge- 
nerous temper reſent indifferently the 


Y 2 obli- 


g 
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_—_— of all times. Senſe doth ng 
confine their Gratitude, nor abſence te. 
move, nor age wear it out. What 6ng 
1s done, 1s ever done to them ; and 
what of courtefie is purpoled, ſeems to 
them performed. But having . befare 
diſcourfed ſomewhat largely concerning 
the remembrance of Benefits, I leave th 


point. Furthermore, {os 
3. We ſhould bleſs God, not onel 


tor new, rare, extraordinary accident; | 


of Providence, but for the common and 
daily benefits and indulgences thered 


Theſe Favours are uſually the greateſ, | 


and molt valuable in their own nature 


Nuem vero aſflrorum or- 
dines, quem dierum no#t- 
#mque viciſſitudines, quem 
menſium temperatio, quem- 
que ea que nobis gignuntur 
ad fruendum non gratum 
efſe cogant, hunc haminem 
omnino numerare quz decet? 
Cic, de Leg. II. 


( For what can be imagine 
of higher conſequence tou 
then the prefervation of on 
Lives, and of our Eftatesbj 
which they are comfortably 
maintained ; then the col: 
tinuance of our Bodits 
good health, and our Mind 


in their right wits; then the knowkedg 


of heavenly Truth, the encouragenient 


to Vertue and Piety, the aſſiſtences« 
Divine Grace , and the promites of & 


ternal Bliſs continually exhibited tous) 


| Shall the commonneſs' and continuance 


of theſe exceeding Favours, that tht) 
4s ” 


s 
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are not given us once onely, and tranſi- 
torily, but continued, ( that 1s, given 
us ſo often as time hath inſtants, ) and 
with an uninterrupted perſeverance re- 
newed unto us ; ſhall this abate and e- 
nervate our Gratitude, which 1n all rea- 
ſon ſhould mainly encreaſe and confirm 
it 2 But this point I alſo touched be- 
fore, and therefore forbearing to inſiſt 
thereon, I proceed. 

' 4. We ſhould give thanks, not onely 
for private and particular, but for pu- 


blick Benefits alſo, and for ſuch as befall 


others. [exhort therefore (laith S. Paul ) 
before all things, that ſupplications, pray- 
ers, interceſſuons and thanksgivings be 
made for all men : not prayers onely, for 
good things to be beſtowed on others ; 
but thanksgivines alſo, for the Benefits 
received by others. ( And 5 mula 
in our Text, however otherwiſe com- 
monly interpreted, may well adniit this 
ſenſe alſo; and be taken indifferently , 
pro omnibus, for all perſons, and propter 
omnia, for all things. ) 


We are all Citizens of the World, and 


1 Tim. 2. I, 


concerned 1n its good conſtitution 3 and vidChryſ. in 
thence obliged thankfully to adore the 2 ©. Or. 2: 


mighty Upholder and wiſe Governour 
thereof, praiſing him for all the general 
TE 3 Bene- 
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Benefits liberally poured forth y 
mankind. We partake in the comme 
ties of Civil Society 5 and ther 
ſhould heartily thank him , by BY 
gracious diſpoſal Order is maintained, 
- Peace continued , Juſtice adminiſtred; 
Plenty provided , our Lives made lik 
and ſiveet to us therein. We are Men- 
bers of a Church, and hig ly intereſh] 
in the proſperous eſtate and well-being 
thereof : when Unity therefore is 2 
ſerved, and Charity abounds ; when 
Knowled ge is encreaſed, and Vertue ep- 
couraged : when Piety flouriſhes, an 
Truth triumphs therein 3 we are boun 
to render all poſlible thanks to the 
cious Beſtower of thoſe incking 
Bleſtings. 


We are much miſtaken in our ac- 


count, if we either determine our own 


concernments, or-meaſure this Duty, by 


the narrow rule of our priyate adyatÞ | 
tage : for, ſubdufing either the Bene: | 


fits commonly indulged to mankind, « 
thoſe which accrue from the welfare of 
publick ſociety , what poſſibility will 
remain of ſubſiſtence, of Ghy of coſt 
tent untous? what but confuſton,wat, 
violence, and diſquiet ? 


As we are concerned with our * 
* moſt 
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moſt endeavours to promote, to wilh 
and pray for, to delight and rejoyce 1n 
the publick good of mankind, the peace 
of our Country, the proſperity of 97oz 3 
ſo we are to bleſs and thank him , by 
whoſe gracious help and furtherance 
they are attained. | 

If we conſult all Hiſtory, ( Sacred, 
and civil, ) we ſhall find it to contain 
hardly any thing elſe conſiderable , but 
' the earneſt endeavours of good men for 
publick benefit, and their thankfull ac- 
knowledgments to the Divine goodneſs 
for it. Moſes, David, Nehemiah, S. Paul, 
all the Prophets, and all the Apoſtles, 
what other things memorable did they 
doe, but ſerve God in procuring pu- 
blick Good, and bleſs God for confer- 
ring it ? 

Neither onely as we are combined 
with others in common intereſt , but 
without ſelfiſh reſpets, purely out of 
charity, and humanity, and ingenuous 
pity , are we obliged to thank God for 
the Benefits he is pleaſed to impart to 
others. If upon theſe accounts we are 


commanded to doe good to all ztenr;, tO res Gal. 6. 10. 
Joyce with thoſe that rejoyce ;, to love even Rom. 12.15. 


thoſe that hate us, and bleſs thoſe that curſe 
#; tis (by fair conſequence) ſurely in- 
Y 4 ten- 


Matt. 5. 44- 
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tended, that we ſhould alſo ble God 


for the gocd iſſue of our honeſt ende 
vours , or of our good wiſhes for then þ 
Ard verily could we become endoy: 
ed with this excellent quality of deliph | , 
ting 1n others good, and heartily thay | 


_ king God for it, we needed not to'er: 


vy the wealth and ſplendour of the | 
orcateſt Princes, not the wiſedom 
the profoundeſt DoCtours, not the rel: 
£10n of - the devouteſt Anchorets, no, 
nor the happineſs of the higheſt Angek: 
for upon this ſuppoſition, asthe glory | 
all is God's, ſo the content 1n all woull 
be ours. All the fruit they can perceie 
of their happy condition (of what kind 
ſoever ) is, to rejoyce in it themſelve, 
and to praiſe God for it: and thisſhould 
we then doe as well as they. 'M 
neighbour's -good Succeſs is mine, if 
equally triumph therein : - his Richesar 
mine, if I delight to ſee him'enjoy then: 
his Health is mine, if it refreſh my {pt 
Tits : his Vertue mine, if T by 1t am bet- 


| terd, and have hearty complacence 


therein. By this means a man*derives4 


. confluence of all joy upon himfelf, and | 


makes himſelf, as it were, the centre of 
all Felicity ; enriches himſelf with the 


plenty, and fatiates himſelf with the | 
, ; pleaſure 


0d 
the 
W. 
b- 
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(5 
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pteaſure of the whole world : reſerving 
to God the praiſe, he enjoys the fatit- 
fation of all good that happens to any. 
- Thus we ſee David frequently than-. 


4 king God, not for his Favour onely and 


mercy ſhewed peculiarly to himſelf, but 
for his common munificence toward all ; 
for ( to uſe his own phraſes ) /is good- Pl, 145. g. 


neſs to all, and his tender mercies over all 


his works ;, for executing judgment in be- Pal. 146.7, 
half of the oppreſſed ;, for feeding the hun- * Oy 
gry; 'for looſening the priſoners; tor ope- 
ring the eyes of the blind ;, tor raiſing 
them that are bowed down ; tor preſerving 
the ſtrangers, and relieving the fatherleſs 
and widow , tor lifting up the meek; for val. 147. 6. 
loving, and caring for, avid defending the nf 
righteous ; for opening his hand, and ſa- va. 104.28. 
tifying the deſire of every living thing 5 & 145-16. 
for giving to the beaſt his food, ard to the Plat. 147+ 9: 
young rauvens witen: they cry unto him ; | 
in a word, for his goodrels to every par- 
ticular creature, not excluding the moſt 
contemptible, nor the moſt ſavage of 
all. And how aftecionately doth Saint 
Paul every-where thank God for the 
growth' in grace and ſpiritual: wiſedom , 
for the patience in affiiction, and perſe- 
verance in faith, of thoſet'good Chriſti- 
ans he writes unto ? So ſhould, with an 
TY un- 
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unreſtrained exuberance, both our Cha. 
rity to men, and our Gratitude to God 
abound. But moreover, 

5. We are obliged to give thanks 
not onely for pleaſant and proſperoy 
occurrences of Providence, but for 
thoſe alſo which are adverſe to our de. 
fire, and diſtaſtfull unto our natur 


EY 


ſenſe; for Poverty, - Sickneſs, Dif | 


grace 3 for all the Sorrows and Trou- 
bles, the Diſaſters and Diſappointments 
that befall us. We are bound to pay 
thanks, not for our Foad onely , but 
for our Phyſick alſo: ( which though 
ingratefull to our palate, is profi 


for our health :) We are obliged, in the | 


School of Providence, not onely forthe 
good Inſtructions, but for the ſeaſons: 
| ble Corrections alfd vouch- 


0b, Re, ſafed unto us, ( whereby 
eifs xndne;* 5 though our ſenſes are offen- 
pores 3D nndeworiay, au- ded, our manners are be- 


Chryſoſt. ray ol Mb i * tered.) What-ever proceeds 


from good purpoſe, and 
tends to a happy end, that 1s graciouſly 


defigned, and effe&tually conduces to 


our good 3 is a fit ſubject of Thanklgr- 


ving : and ſuch may all Adverſities 


prove unto us. They proceed uſually 


from love and kind intention —__ 
a : Or, 


dan tas. wo wn BY — ry 
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for, Whom God loveth, he chaſteneth, and A 


ſcourgeth every fon whom he receiveth.s 


ind Throw, O Lord, ( faith David ) Pang. 75. 


that thy. judgments are right, and that 
thou is faithfulneſs haſt affliFed me - in 
faithfulneſs, that is, with a ſincere inten- 
tion of doing me good. ; 
' Gad thoroughly knows our conſtity- 
tion, what is noxious to our health, and 
what may remedy our diſtempers 3 and 
therefore accordingly diſpoſeth to us 
——þpro Jucund3s apti{ſuma queque— =_ 
in ſtead of pleaſant hony, he ſometimes 
preſcribes wholſome wormwood for us. 
We are our ſelves greatly ignorant of - 
what is conducible to our real good , 
and, were the choice of our condition 
wholly permitred to us, ſhould make 
very fooliſh, very diſadvantageous e- 
lections. | 

We ſhould (be ſure ) all of us em- 
brace a rich and plentifull Eſtate : when- 


as, God knows, that would make us 


llothfull and luxurious , ſwell ys with 
pride and haughty thoughts, encumber 
us with anxious cares, and expoſe us 
to dangerous temptations 3 would ren- 
der us forgetfull of our ſelves, and neg- 
lectfull of him. Therefore he wiſely 
aiſpoſeth Poverty unto us 3 Poverty, 

| the 
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the mother of Sobriety, the nurſe of 
Induſtry , the miſtreſs of Wiſdom; 
which will make us underſtand ow | 
ſelves, and our dependence on him, 
and force us to have recourſe unto hi 
help. And 1s there not reaſon we ſhould | 
be thankfull for the means by which 
we are delivered from . thoſe deſperate 
miſchiefs, and obtain theſe excellent 
advantages ? | 


We ſhould all (certainly) chuſe the 


| Favdur and Applauſe of men : but this 


God alſo knows, wonld corrupt our 
minds with vain conceit, would intoxi 
cate our fancies with ſpurious pleaſure, 
would tempt us to aſcribe immoderately 
to our ſelves, and fſacrilegioufly to de- 
prive God of his due honour. There 
fore he adviſcdly ſuffers us to 1ncurr the 
Diſgrace and Difpleaſure, the Hatred 
and Contempt of men ; that ſo we may 
place our glory onely in the hopes of 
his Favour, and may purſue more at: 
neſtly the purer delights of'a good Cot- 
ſcience. And doth not this part df 


Divine Providence highly merit our | 


thanks? > - © 


We would all climb into high Places 


© not conſidering the precipices on which 


they ſtand, nor the vertiginouſnel of 
ES Out 
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our own brains : but God keeps us ſafe 
in the humble valleys, allotting: to us 
employments which we are more ca- 
pable to manage. | 

We ſhould perhaps infolently abuſe 
Power, were it committed to us : we 
ſhould employ great Parts on unwieldy 
Projects, as many do, to the diſturbance 


_ of others, and their own ruine : vaſt 


Knowledge would cauſe us to over- 
value our ſelves, and contemn others : 
enjoying continual Health, we ſhould 
not- perceive the benefit thereof, nor 
be mindfull of him that gave it. A 
ſutable mediocrity therefore of theſe 
things the Divine Goodnets allotteth 
unto us, that we may neither ſtarve for. 
want, nor ſurfeit with plenty. _ 
In fine, the advantages ariſing from 
Afﬀiitions are ſo many , and fo great, 
that (had I time, and were it ſeaſonable 
to infiſt Jargely on this ſubjeR) 1t were 
ealte to demonſtrate, that we have great 
reaſon, not onely to be contented with, 
but to rejoyce in, and to be very thank- 
full for all the crofles and vexations we 
meet with : to receive them chearfully 
at God's hand, as the medicines of our 
-Soul, and the condiments of our for- 
tune ; as the arguments of his con 
| WI 
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will, and the inſtruments of Vertue ; 
as ſolid grounds of Hope, and conifax. 


table preſages of future Joy unto us. 
6. Laſtly, we are obliged to thank 
God, not onely for Corporeal and tem- 
poral Benefits, but alſo (and that prin. 
cipally) for Spiritual and eternal Blef. 


ſings. We are apr, as to deſire niore 


vehemently, to rejoyce more heartily 


in the fruition, and more paſſionately 
to bewail the loſs of temporal good 


things 3 fo'more ſincerely and ſeriouff 
to exprefs our gratitude for the recep- 
tion of them, then for others relating 
to our ſpirirual good, to our everlaſting 


welfare. Wherein we misjudge and 
misbehave our ſelves extreamly. Fox, 
as much as the reafonable Soul (that 


oodly image of the Divine Eſſence, 


eathed from the mouth of God) doth. 


in dignity of nature, and purity of ſub- 


ſtance, excell this fecuJent lump of orga- 


nized clay, our Body ; as the bliſsfull 
raviſhments of Spirit ſurpaſs the dall fa- 
tisfactions of Senſe ; as the bottomlels 


depth of Eternity exceeds that ſhallow | 


ſarface of Time, which terminates this 
tranſitory life: in ſuch proportion ſhould 


our appetite unto, our complacence 1n, 


our gratitude for ſpiritual Bleſfings tran- 
ſcend 
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ſend the affeftions (reſpetively) en- 
oaged about theſe corporeal accommo- 


dations. 
Confider that injunction of our Sa- 


335 


viour to his Diſciples 3 17 this rejoyce Luk. 10. 20. 


not, that the ſpirits are ſubje&@ unto you « 
but rather rejoyce, becauſe your names are 
written in heaven. Rejoyce not, . that is, 
be not at all affefted with this ( al- 
though in it ſelf very rare accompliſh- 
ment, eminent privilege, glorious pow- 
er of working that indeed greateſt of 
miracles, ſiabjeting Devils; that 1s, 
baffling the ſhrewdeſt craft, and ſubdu- 
ing the ſtrongeſt force in nature,) in 
compariſon of that delight, which the 
conſideration of the Divine Favour in 


order to your eternal Felicity doth af- 


ford. | 

We are, 'tis true, greatly indebted to 
God for our Creation, for that he hath 
extracted us from nothing, and placed 
us in fo lofty a rank among his crea- 
tures ; for the excellent Faculties of 
. Soul and Body, wherewith he hath en- 
fued us ; and for many moſt admirable 
prerogatives of our outward Eſtate : 
but much more for our Redemption, 


and the wonderfull circumſtances of 


unexpreſiible love and grace therein 
decla- 
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declared ; for his deſcending. to a con: 


junction with our Nature, and elevating 


us to 2 participation of his ; for dj 
fying us with more 1lluſtrious the 
and inſtating us in a ſure capacity of x 
much ſuperiour Happinefs. Our daily 
Food deſerves well a Grace to be ſaid 
before and after it : but how much 


. more that conſtant proviſton of Hez. 


venly Manna, the- Evangelical Verity; 
thoſe favoury delicacies of Devotion, 
-Whereby.. our Souls are nouriſhed to 


; Eternal life 3 *'Tis a laudable. cuſton, 


when. we are. demanded concerning our 
health, to anſwer, Wel/, I thank God: 
but much more. reafon have we to {ay 
ſo, if our Conſcience can. atteſt concer- 
ning _that-found-. conſtitution of Mind, 
whereby we are diſpoſed vigoroully w 
perform thoſe: vereuous functions, due 


from reaſonable nature, and conforms: 


ble to the Divine Law. Tf for the 
proſperous ſucceſs of our worldly at 
tempts ; .for avoiding dangers , that 


threatned corporal pain and dammage | 
to us ; for defeating the adverſaries | 


our ſecular quiet, we make Te Deun 
laudamus our Zariviuw, ( our ſong fot 
victory : ) how much more for the hap 
py progreſs of our Spiritual _ 
CO (ad 


am — as RAI 8  maaas em tewuwwd 0 am. 


Az a_ w_w__ ww tw Hs t+raS AXa,am#—_——__m@i<c_ ﬀ $@@d+d 


CELTS | 
["Y p weT'y Aim... _— CEPT \ m—— 


a —=Y tc ua. m_ 


on T7 : 


» pr wa [— Mm LCY pc o_ . 


The Ninth Sermon, 


(affairs of thcomparably-higheſt conſe- 


quencez) for eſcaping thole dreadfull 
hazards of utter ruine, of endleſs tor- 
ture; for vanquiſhing Sin and Hell, 
thoſe irreconcilable enemies to our e- 


 verfaſting peace 3 are we obliged to 


utter triumphall Azthy-mns of joy and 


tliankfulnels ?  _—-.. EE 
This is the order obſerved by the 


Phlmiſt : inciting his Sol to bleſs God Pal. 103. 
for all his benefits , he begins with the "> Ke. * 


conſideration of God's mercy in pardo- 
ning his Sins; then proceeds to his good- 


neſs in beſtowing temporal Favours. 


Who forgiveth all thy (ins, leads the van; 
Who ſatisfieth thy mouth with good things, 


| brings up the rere in the enumeration 


and acknowledgment of God's Benefits. 
That onr minds are illuſtrated with the 
knowledge of God and his glorious At- 
tributes, of Chriſ# and his bleſſed Go- 
ſpel, of that ſtreight path which con- 
dudteth to true Happineſs ; that by Di- 
vine aſtiſtence we are enabled to elude 
the allurements, to withſtand the vio- 


. lences of temptation, to aſſwage immo- 
 derate deſires, to bridle exorbitant paſ: 


ions, to correct vicious inclinations of 
mind; requires more our hearty thanks, 
then for that we were able by our na- 

7 tural 
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tural wit to penetrate- the- abſtruſ 
myſteries ; or to ſubjugate 'Empirehy 
our bodily ſtrength. The forgivend 
of our Sins doth more oblige us to; 
eratefull acknowledgment of the Divin 
Goodneſs, then ſhould God enrich y 
with all the treaſures contained in th | 
bowells of the Earth, or bottom of th} 
Ocean. One'glimpſe'ot his favour 
countenance ſhould more enflameia} 
affections, then being inveſted withil 
the imaginable ſplendour of worldh 
glory. 

Pp Of theſe ineſtimable Benefits, and4l 
the advantageous circumſtances where 
with they are attended, we ought ti 
maintain 11 our hearts conſtant refs | 
ments; to excite our 'thankfulneſ, t 
kindle our love, to quicken our abs 
dience, by the frequent contemplatio 
of them. | 


Thus have I (though, I confeſs, mu 
more ſlightly then ſo worthy a fubj 
_ did require) proſecuted the {vera pa: 
ticulars obſervable in theſe words | 
| ſhould conclude with certain Indut 
ments perſuaſive to the pratice ofths 
Duty 3 whereof I have in the tenol} 


both of the former and preſent Di 
co0 
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courſe infinuated divers, and con[d pro- | 
pound many more : but (in compliance 
- with the time) I ſhall content my {elf 


briefly to conſider onely theſe three 


very obvious ones. 


Firſt therefore, We may conlider, 
that there is no diſpoſition what-ever 


more deeply .radicated in the originall 
conſtitution of all Souls endued with 
any kind of perception or paſſion , 


then being ſenſible of Benefits received; 
being kindly affe&ted with Iove and re- 
ſpet.toward them that exhibit them 3 
being ready with ſutable expreſſions to 
acknowledge them, and to endeavour 
competent recompences for them. The 
worſt of men, the moſt devoid of all 
not onely piety,but humanity and com- 
thon ingenuity, . the moſt barbarous and 


moſt wicked, ( whom neither fenſe of 


equey nor TeſpeCt to law, no promiſe 
of reward or fear of vengeance can "A 


wile. engage to doe things juſt and 
ting, or reſtrain from enormous actt- 


ans,) retain notwithſtanding fomething 
Of this natural inclination, and are u- 
ſually ſenftble of good turns done unto 


them. Experience teaches us thus much; 


and fo doth that ſure ' oracle of our Sa- 


viour: If ( faith he ) you doe good. to Luk. 6. 
L 


2 thoſe 
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thoſe who doe good to you, what thanks 
#s it © for even ſinners (that is, men of 
apparently leud and diflolute converſs. 
tion) doe the ſame. | : 

Yea even Beaſts, and thoſe not onely 
the moſt gentle and ſociable of then, 
(the. officious Dog, the tratable Horſe, | 
the docile Elephant,) but the wildef 
alſo and fierceſt of them (the untamable 
Lion, the cruel Tiger, and ravenous 
Bear, as ſtories tell-us, and experience 
atteſts) bear ſome kindneſs, ſhew ſome 


 gratefull affetion to thoſe that provide 
for them. , 


Neither wild beaſts onely, but even 
1nanimate creatures ſeem not altogether 
inſenfible of Benefits, and lively te- 
preſent unto us a natural abhorrenceof 
Ingratitude. The Rivers openly di- 
charge into the ſea thoſe waters, which 


| by indifcernible conduits they derived 


thence : the Heavens remit in bountt- | 
full ſhowrs what from the earth the 


| had exhaled in vapour ; and the 
| by a fruntfall encreaſe repays the cul 


ture beſtowed thereon 3. if not, (as the 


' Apoſtle to the Hebrews doth pre 


nounce,) it deſerves cxr{i7g and _— 
zz0u. So monſtrous a thing, and uſe 


_ verfally abominable to nature, is all - | 


gratitude. | 
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gratitude. And how execrable a prodi- 
gy is it then toward God, from whom 
alone we receive what-ever we enjoy, 
what-ever we can expe of good ? 
, The Second Obligation to this Duty 1. 
is moſt juſt and equal. For, (as * he *Mv-riv+: 
ſaid well) Beneficium qui dare neſcit, in- 
juſte petit 3 He injuſily requires ( much 
more injuſtly receives) a benefit, who is 
not minded to requite it. In all reaſon 
we are indebted for what is freely gi- 
ven, as well as for what ts lent unto us. 
For the freeneſs of the giver, his not 
exaQting ſecurity, nox expreſſing con- 
ditions of return, doth not diminiſh, 
but rather encreaſe the debt. He that 
gives, indeed, according to humane (or 
political) law, (which, in order to pre- 
ſervation of publick peace;requires one- 
ly a punctual performance of contracts, ) 
transfers his right, and alienates his poſ- 
ſeſtion : but according to : that more ) 
noble aad perfe& rule of ingenuity, 
(the Law which God and Angels and 
good men chiefly obſerve, and govern - 
themſelves by, ) what is given is but 
committed to the faith , depoſited in Kaxiy 3 2 
the hand, treaſured up in- the cuſtody vere , 
. of him that receives it : and what more J;; © 
palpable iniquity is there, then to be- 
E 3 tray 


\J9 
ob 


LY 


FR £ 


De Benef. 
lib, 3. Cap.6. 


The Ninth Sermon. 
tray the truſt, or to detain the pled6! 
not of ſome inconfiderable rifle” butt 
ineſtimable good will >? Excepr2 Mit 


ned, none more ſevetely puniſhed, ttien 
the ingratefull man. © We 


Since therefore we have received all 
from the Divine bounty z if God ſhould 
in requital exaCt, that we ſacrifice ol 
lives to .the teſtimony of his Truth; 
that we employ our utmoſt pains, &- 
pend our whole eſtate, adventure our 
health, and proſtitute all our earthly 
contents to his ſervice 3 fince het did 
but revoke his own, 'twere great I 
juſtice to refuſe compliance with bis 
demands : how much more, when he 
onely expetts from us arid requires fone 
few acknowledgments of our obligi- | 

| t100 |} 
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tion to him, ſome little portions of our 
ſubſtance, for the relief of them that 
need, ſome eaſie obſervances of his moſt 
reaſonable commands ? 
Thirdly, This is a moſt ſweet and de- JII. 
lightfull Duty. Praiſe the Lord, (faith Pal. 135: 3: 
the moſt experienced Pſalmiſt) for the 
Lord is good 5 ſing praiſes to his Name, 
for it is pleaſant 5 and qtherwhere, Praiſe Pal. 147.1: 
the Lord, for it is good to ſing praiſes to yiqyal.g.1. 
our God ;, for it is pleaſant, and praiſe is 
comely, The performance of this Duty, 
as it eſpecially proceeds from ,good hu- 
mour, and a chearfull diſpoſition of 
mind ; ſo it feeds and foments them 3 
both root and fruit thereof are hugely 
{ſweet and fapid. Whence S. James 3 
IF any man be afflicted, let him pray 5, #s Jam. 5. 13- 
any merry, let him ſing Pſalms. ( Pſalms, 
the proper matter of which is praiſe and - 
thanksgiving. ) | | 
Other Duties of Devotion have ſome- 
_ laborious in them, ſomething diſ- 
guſttull to our ſenſe. Prayer minds us 
of our wants and imperfections; Con- 


'. feſion induces a ſad remembrance of 


our miſdeeds and bad deſerts : but 
Thanksgiving includes nothing uneafie 
or unpleaſant 3 nothing but the memo- 
ry and ſenſe of exceeding Goodneſs. 

L 4 All 
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All Love is ſweet ; bur that eſpecial- 
ly which ariſes, not from a bare appre- 
henſion onely of the obje's worth and 
dignity, but from a feeling of its ſingular 
beneficence and uſefulneſs unto us. And 
what thought can enter into the heart 
of man more comfortable and delicious 
then this, That the great Maſter of al] 
things, the moſt wife and mighty King 
of Heaven and earth hath entertained a 
gracious regard, hath expreſſed a reall 
kindneſs toward us? that we are in 
capacity to honour, to pleaſe, to pre- 
ſent an acceptable ſacrifice to him, who 
can render us perfe&ly happy ? that we 
are admitted to the praCtice of that 
wherein the ſupreme joy of Paradiſe, 


_ and the perfe&tzon of Angelical - bliſs 


conſiſts > For Praiſe and Thankſgiving 
are the moſt deleQable buſineſs of Hea- 
ven; and God grant they may be our 
greateſt delight, our moſt frequent em- 
ployment updn earth. 

To theſe I might adde ſuch farther 
conſiderations. That this Duty is of 


Vid. Pal.6g. all moſt acceptable to God, and moſt - 


gZO, 3ls 
Þſal. 50. 


14, 23s 


", profitable to us. That Gratitude fot 


Benefits procures more, diſpoſing God 
to beſtow, and qualifying us to receve 
them. That the ſerious performance of | 

thy” | 
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this Duty efficaciouſly promotes, and 


facilitates the praQtice of other Duties 3 


ſince the more we are ſenſible of our 
obligations to God, the more ready we 
ſhall be to pleaſe him, by obedience to 
his Commandments. What S. Chryſoſtom Vi 
faith of Prayer, It is impoſhible that he : 


mind doth conſtantly apply himſelf 
thereto, ſhould ever fin, 1s moſt eſpe- 
cially true of this part of Devotion : 
for how can we at the ſame time be 
ſenfible of God's Goodneſs to us, and 
willingly offend him ? That. the me- 


* mory of paſt Benefits, and ſenſe of pre- 


ſent, confirms our Faith, and nouriſhes 
our hope of future. That the circumſtan- 
ces of the Divine Beneficence mightily 
ſtrengthen the obligation to this Duty ; 
eſpecially his abſolute freeneſs in gi- 
ving , and our total unworthineſs to 
receive 3 our very Ingratitude it ſelf 
affording ſtrong 1:ducements to Gra- 
titude.- That giving thanks hath de 


faFo been always the principall part of 


all Religion; ( whether inſtituted by 
Divine Command, or prompted by na- 
tural Reaſon, or propagated by general 
Tradition ;) the Ethnick devotion con- 
liſting (as it were totally) in the praiſe 
of 


, ; locum Tom.V. 
who with” competent promptitude of pag. 76. 


19. 
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of their gods, and acknowledgment of 


their Benefits 3 the Jewiſh more then 
half in Euchariſtical oblations, and in 
ſolemn commemorations of providen- 
tial favours; and that of the ancient 
Chriſtians ſo far forth, that by-ſtanders 
could hardly difcern any other thing 
in their religious practice, -then that 
they ſang Hymns to Chriſt, and by 
mutuall ſacraments obliged themſclves 
to abſtain from all willany. But I 
will rather wholly omit the proſecy- 
tion of theſe pregnant Arguments, 
then be farther offenſive to your pa- 
tience. 


Now the Bleſſed Fountain of all 


Goodnefſſe and Mercy inſpire our hearts 


with his heavenly Grace, and thereby 
enable us , rightly to apprehend, dili- 
gently to conſider, faithfully to remem- 
ber, worthily to eſteem, to be hearti- 
ly affeFed with, to render all due ac- 


knowledgment, praiſe, love, and thank: © 


Full obedience” for all his ( infinitely- 
great and innumerably-many ) Favonrs, 
Mercies , and Benefits freely conferrd 
upon us : and let us ſay with David, 
Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, who 
onely doth wondroms things : and py 

: ; 


4 


The Ninth Sermon. 347 
fed be his glorious Name for ever, and 
let the whole earth be filled with bis 
glory. Bleſſed be the Lord God of IF vial. 106.48. 
rael from everlaſting to everlaſting : 


% 


and let all; he people fay, Amir, 


x 7} 8 (246) 
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On Ma) 29. 


STI 9 1,2. - 
1. 1 exhort therefore, that firſt of all 


ſupplications, prayers, interceſſuons, and 
giving of thanks be made for all men : 

2. For Kings, and for all that are in 
authority. 


\ courſe having infinuated diredi- 

ons to his Scholar, and Spiritual 

Son, Timothy, concerning the diſcharge 

of his office, of inſtructing men in their 

Duty according to the Evangelical Doc- 

trinez (the main defign whereof he tea- 

cheth to conſiſt, not (as ſome men con- 

Verſe6. ceited ) in fond ſtories, or vain ſpecula- 
tions, but 1n pratice of ſubſtantial Du- 

Verſ.5,19. ties, holding a ſircere Faith , maintai- 
ning a good Conſcience, performing off 

| cesof pure and hearty Charity;) in purſu- 
ance of fuch general: Duty, and aa 
principal inſtance thereof, he doth here 


NY Aint Paul in his preceding dif- 
1 Tim. I. 3- 


fiſt 
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firſt of all exhort or, doth exhort that 
firſt of all all kinds of Devotion 
ſhould be offered to God, as for al/ mer 
enerally, ſo particularly for Kizgs and 
Meriſtrates. From whence we may col- 
let two particulars. 1. That the ma- 
king of Prayers for Kings is a Chriſtian 
Duty of great importance. ( S. Paxl 
judging fit to exhort thereto Tp#@7o 7av- 
mv, before all other things ;, or, to exhort 
that before all things 1t ſhould be perfor- % 
med.) 2. That it is incumbent on the 
Paſtours of the Church, (ſuch as S. T:- 
mothy was, ) to take ſpecial care, that 
this Duty ſhould be performed in the 
Church; both publickly in the Congre- 
gations , and privately in the Retire- 
ments of each Chriſtian : according to 
what the Apoſtle, after the propoling 
divers enforcements of this Duty, ſub- 
{umeth .in the 8. verſe, I will therefore, 
that men pray every-where, lifting up holy 
hands, without wrath or doubting. 
The Firſt of theſe particulars, That 
it isa Duty of great importance to pray 
for Kings, I ſhall infiſt upon : it being 
| Indeed now very fit and ſeafonable to. 
urge' the practice of it, when it is per- 
haps commonly not much conſidered , 
or not well obſerved ; and when there 
ws: 


may cov TH 


us, (9c 


Ave. Ep. $9. 
Beza, Groti- 
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is, moſt need of ,it , in xegard to the &. 


fe&s-and cenfequences which may pro- 
.cecd from theiconſcionable diſcharge of 


| "My endeavour therefore ſhall .be to 
preſs 1t by ayers .Conf{ideratjons, ;dif- 
covering our obligation thereto ,' and 


ſerving to jnduce us to;its. obſervance: 


{ome whereof ſhall be general,.or con- 
mon to all:tumes 3 ſome particular , or 
{utable:to the preſent circumſtances of 


| things. 
iT. The Apoſtle exhorteth- Chriſtians 


.to pray. for. Kings with all. forts of] Pray- 
Er : with Soc, Or deprecations,:lgtp- 


-erting-evils from them 3 with megod- 


1 ,:or petitions , for obtaining good 
->Ef inas to them ; with erldy7as, OT. 0fe4- 
onal intercejſ;ons, for needfull gifts.and 


graces tobe collated on them : as, after 
S. Auſtin ,; Interpreters, in expounding 
S. PauP's. words, commonly diſtinguiſh; 


::-how.accurately, I ſhall-not diſcuſs 3 it 
fafficing , that aſſuredly the .Apoſyie 
:meancth, under this variety of exprel- 


flon, to comprehend all kinds of: Pray- 


- ef. And to this I ſay we are obliged up- 
- on dwers: accounts. 


I, Common Charity ſhould diſpotc 
us 
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us to pray for Kings. This Chriſtian 
diſpoſition inclineth to univerſal bene- 
yolence and beneficence 3 according to 


that Apoſtolical precept, As we have op- Gal. 6. 12. 


portunity , let us doe good unto all men : 
it conſequently will excite us to pray 
for all men ; ſeeing this 1s a way of ex- 
erting good will, and exerciling benefi- 
cence, which any man at any time, if he 
. hath the will and heart, may have op- 
portunity and ability to net 

No man indeed otherwiſe can benefit 
all ; few men otherwiſe can benefit ma- 
ny ; ſome men otherwiſe can benefit 
none: but in this way any man 1s able 
to benefit all, or unconfinedly to oblige 
mankind, deriving on any ſomewhat of 
God's immenſe beneficence. By per- 
forming this good office, at the expence 
of a few good wiſhes addreſled to the 


Sovereign Goodneſs, the pooreſt may 
prove benefaours to the richeſt, the 


meaneſt to the higheſt, the weakeſt to 
the mightieſt of men : ſo we may bene- 
fit. even thoſe who are moſt remote from 
us, moſt ſtrangers and quite unknown 
to us. Our Prayers can reach the ut- 
moſt ends of the earth; and by them 
our Charity may embrace all the world. 
And from them ſurely Kzzgs muſt 
not 
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not be excluded. For if becauſe all men 
are our Fellow-creatures, and brethren 


by the ſame Heavenly Father, becauſe 


all men are allied tous by cognation and 
fimilitude of nature , becauſe all men 
are the objects of God's particular fa- 
vour and care; if becauſe all men are 
partakers of the common Redernption, 
by the undertakings of him who 1s the 


common Mediatour and Saviour of all 
men 3 and becauſe all men, according 


to the gracious intent and deſire of God, 


are deſigned for a confortſhip in the. 


ſame bleſſed Inheritance; ( which en- 
forcements S. Pax! im the Context doth 
intimate; ) if, 1n fine, becaufe all men 
do need Prayers, and are capable of 
benefit from them, we ſhould be chari- 
tably diſpoſed to pray for them : then 
muſt we alfo pray for Kings, who even 
in their perſonal capacity , as men, do 


ſhare 1n all thofe conditions. Thus may. 


we conceive S. Paul here to argue : For 
all men, faith he, for Kings; that is,con- 
ſequently for Kings, or, particularly for 
Kings; to pray for whom, at leaſt no 


teſs then for other men, univerſal Cha- 


rity ſhould diſpoſe us. 


Indeed, even on this account we may - 


ſay, eſpecially for Kings; the law of 


general 
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general Charity . with peculiar advan- 
tage being applicable to them : for that 
law commonly is exprefled with refe- 
rence to our neighbour, that 1s, to per- 
ſons with whom we have to doe, who 
come under our particular notice, who 
by any intercourſe are approximated 
to us; and ſuch are K7gs eſpecially. 
For whereas the greateſt part of men 
by reaſon of their diſtance from us , 
from the obſcyrity of their condition, or 
for want of opportunity. to converſe 


with them ) muſt needs flip beſide us, 


ſo that we cannot employ any diſtinct 
thought or affetion toward them : it is 
not ſo with Kings , who by their emt- 
nent and illuſtrious Station become ve- 
ry obſervable by us; with whom we 
have frequent tranſactions, and mutual 
concerns; who therefore in the ſtricteſt 
acception are our neighbours, whom we 
are charged to love as our ſelves 3 to 
whom conſequently we muſt perform 
this moſt charitable office of Praying for 
them. 

2, To impreſs which conſideration, 
we may refle&, that commonly we have 


AN 


P, 


53 


Privatorum 


iſta copla eft , 


onely this way granted us of exerciſing inter ſe eſſe 
our Charity toward Princes; they be- nc 


Ing ſituated aloft above the reach of pri- 
Aa vate 


Auſon. ad 
Grattan, 
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Abſit, Augu- Vate beneficence : ſo that we cannot en. | - 
fe, & iftud xich them, or relieve them by our alms; | 


Santta Divi- | 
":194 omen a. WE Cannot help to exalt or prefer them 


vertar, ut a tO a better ſtate; we can hardly come 
- guji"" to impart good advice, feaſonable cons 
exſpe#es vi- folation, or wholſome reproof to them; 
cem beneficit; we cannot profit or pleaſe them by fs 
amerc. a4 — - . . 

Julian. miliar converſation. For as 1n divers 0: 
| ther reſpects they reſemble the Divini- 

ty ; ſo 1n this they are like it, that we 

may ſay to them, as the Pſalmilt to God, 

Pſal. 16, 2. Thou art my Lord; my goodneſs exten 
deth not to thee. Yet this caſe may be 

reſerved, wherein the pooreſt Soul may 

benefit the greateſt Prince, imparting 

the richeſt and choiceſt goods to him: 

He may be indebted for his ſafety, for 

the proſperity of his affairs, for Gods 


mercy and favour toward him, to the 


*Prayers of his meaneſt vaſſal. And thus 


to oblige Princes, methinks, we ſhould 
be very deſirous ; we ſhould be glad to 
uſe ſuch an advantage, we ſhould beam- 
bitious of ſuch an honour. 

3. We are bound to pray for Kings 
out of Charity to the Publick ; becauſe 
their Good is a general Good, and the 


Communitics of men (both Church and . 


State) are greatly concerned in the Blet 
ſings by Prayer derived on them. 
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The Safety of a Prince is a great part 

of the common welfare ; the Common- 
wealth, as it were, living and breathing 
in him : his fall, hike that of a tall Ce- : 
dar , ( to which he is compared, _) ſha- Iſa. 2. 13. 
king the earth, and — the 
State; putting things out of courſe, and 
drawirig them into new channels; tranſ-' 
lating the adminiſtration. of affairs into 
.untried hands, .and an uncertain condi- 
tion. Hence, Let the King live, (which 1 King-1.25: 
our Tranſlatours render, God ſave the 2% 1" 
King, ) was an uſual form of falutati- 2 Chr.23.ri. 
on, or prayer: and, O King live for x King.1.31. 
ever, was a cuſtomary addreſs to Prin- P9%:2: dn 
ces, whereto the beſt men did conform, + "Loans 
even in application to none of the beſt 
Princes 3 as Nehemiah to King Artaxer- Neh. 2. 3. 
xes, and Daniel to King Darizs. Hence Dan. 6. 21. * 
not onely good King David 1s called The 
light of Ijrael $ © Thou ſhalt not, faid A- 2 Sam. 21.17, 

iſhai, any more-g0 out with us to battel, 
that thou quench not the light of Ijrael ;, ) 
- but even the wicked and perverſe King 2 King. 24. 

 Zedekiah is by the Prophet Feremzy him- 37: 
ſelf (who had been fo miſuſed by him) Jer. 32. 3- 
ſtyled the breath of our noſtrils. ( The Lam. 4. 20% 
breath, faith he, of our noſtrils, the anoin- 

ted of the Lord, was taken zn their pits. d 

Hence not onely the fall of good King 
Aa 3 Johah 
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Zech. 12.11. Foſjah was ſo grievoully lamented ; but 
2 1-35-24 2 ſolemn mourning was due to that-of 
2 Samel. 12, Jay 5 and, Te daughters of Jeruſalem , 
"_ weep for Saul, was a ſtrain becoming the 
mouth of his great Succetlour King Da- 
vid, Hence the Primitive Chriſtians , 
who could not be conſtrained to ſwear 
Sed & jura- by the Genizs of Ceſar, did not yet, in 
mus, ſicut non . 5 | : 
per genios Compliance with the uſual pradtice, 
Ceſarum, it2 (cruple to ſwear by their health, or ſafe- 
bo moe ty ; that is, to expreſs their withing it, 
eſt augyſtior With appeal to God's teſtimony of their 
omnibus gent- (ineerity therein 5 as Joſeph may be con- 
Þ _— 4 aw * þ,y the [; : 
pol. c.32. Ceived to have ſworn * by the life of Pha 
*Gen.42-15» 70h, Hence well might the people tel] 
c05- IY ;. King David, Thou art worth ten thou- 
ſand of us ;, freeing the publick was fo 
much intereſted in his ſafety, and had 
{uffered more in the loſs of him, then 
if a myriad of others had miſcarried. ' 
The Honour hkewiſe of a Prince is 
the glory of his people ; ſeeing it 1s 
founded on qualities or deeds tending 
to their advantage ; ſeeing it can hard- 
ly be ſuppoſed that he ſhould acquire: 
honour without their aid and coneut- 
rence, or that he ſhould retain it with- 
out their ſupport and their ſatisfaction. 
And as the chicf grace and beauty of a 


Prov. 4. 9. body is in the head, and the fairelt or- 
naments 
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naments of the whole are placed there; 

ſo is any Commonwealth moſt digni- 

fied and beautified by the reputation of 

its Prince. 

| The Wealth and Power of a Prince 

are the ſupports, and ſecurities of a | 

State : he thereby being enabled to up- 
\ hold and defend its ſafety, its order, its 

peacez to prote& his people from for- 

rein injuries and invaſions; to ſecure 
them from inteſtine broils and factions; . 
to repreſs outrages and oppreſſions an- Pr. 72. 4—;: 
noying them. | 
| The Proſperity of a Prince is in- 
| ſeparable from the proſperity. of his. 
people 3 they ever. partaking of his 
fortunes, and thriving or ſuffering with 
him. For as when the Sun ſhineth 
| brightly, there is a clear day, and fair 
weather over the world: ſo when 
a Prince 1s not overclouded.-with 
adverſity , or diſaſterous/ occurrences , 
the publick State muſt be ſerene, and 
a pleaſant ſtate of things will, appear: 
Then is the Ship in a good conditi- 
on, when the Pilot im open Sea, 
with full fails and a brisk gale, chear- 
fully ſteereth on toward his deſigned 
port. 
, Eſpecially the Piety and Goodneſs of 


ASL a Prince 
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a Prince 1s of vaſt conſequence , and 


yieldeth infinite benefit to his Country, 
For, Vita Principis Cenſhrq 


Flexibiles in quamcunque 
partem ducimur 4 Principe, 
atque, ut ita dicamn, ſequa- 
ces ſurus. Huic enim cha- 
ri,buic probati eſſe cupimi ; 
quod fruſtra ſperaverint 
diſſimiles. Eoque obſequit 
continuatione pervenimw , 
ut prope omnes homines uni- 
1 mribus viva. 

Plin. Paneg. 


Vita Principis cenſura eft, 
eaque perpetua 3; ad hanc 
dirigimur, ad hanc conver- 
timur ; nec tar imperio no- 
by opus eft, quam exemplo. 

Ibid. 

* Ecclus 10. 2. 


eſt, The life of a Prince is 
a calling of other mens lives 


' to an account. His * Exam- 


ple hath an unſpeakable mn- 
fluence on the manners of 
his people, who are apt in 
all his garb, and every faſhi- 
on to imitate him. His Prac- 
tice is more powerfull then 
his Commands , and often 
doth control] them. His 
Authority hath the great 
{troke in encouraging Ver- 


tue, and checking Vice, if 
it bendeth that way 3 the diſpenſation ' 


of honours and rewards , with the in- 
flition of ignominies and corrections, 
being in his hand, and paſling from it 
according to his inclinations. His Pow- 

— er is the ſhield of innocence, the fence 
of right, the ſhelter of weakneſs and 
ſimplicity againſt violences and frauds. 

His very Look ( a ſmile or a frown of 

his countenance) is ſufficient to advance 

_ goodnefſs, and ſuppreſs wickedneſs ; ac- 
Frov, 20. 8. cording to that of Solomor, A King ſit- 
ting in the throne of judgment ſcattereth 


away 
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may all evil with his eyes. His Goodneſs 

pleafing God procureth his favour, and 

therewith deduceth from Heaven all 

| kinds of Bleſſings on his people. And 

if thoſe politick Aphoriſms-of the Wiſe 

nan be rue, That righteouſneſs exalteth 779*.14-3:4- 

a nation, and eſtabliſheth a throne 5 That 2 $am.q. rs. 

when it goeth well with the righteous, the Prov. 11.10, 

city rejozceth 5 and the ſame by the bleſe © 

' ling of the upright is exalted : then upon 

his inclinations to Vertue the advance-- 

ment and ſtability of publick welfare 

do mainly depend. So for inſtance , 

kaw did Piety flouriſh in the times of 

David, who loved, favoured, and praCtt- 

ſed it ? and what abundance of proſperi- 2 Sam. 7. g. 

ty did attend it 2 What ſhowrs of bleſ- | 

fings ( what peace, what wealth, what (Pal. 72.7.) 

credit and glory ) did God then pour 

down upon {rae 2 How did the good- 

neſs of that Prince tranfmit favours and 

mercies on his Country till a long time 

after his deceaſe 2 How often did God ( 2 Sam. 7. 

profeſs for his ſervant David's ſaketo pre- | King. 11. 

ſerve Judah from deſtruftion ? ſo that e- 13. 

ven in the days-of Hezekiah, when the on —_—_ 

King of A/jriadid invade that Country, & ma, 

God by the mouth of 1/aiah declared, 1 

will defend this city to ſave it for mine Ia. 27. 35. 

own ſake, and for my ſervant David's ſake. ( - HE 
Aa 4 We” 


x 
S * 
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We may indeed obſerve, that, accor- 


ding to the repreſentation of things in 


Holy Scripture, there 1s a kind of moral 
connex10n, Or a communication of me. 

rit and guilt, between Prince and peo- 

ple; ſo that mutually each of them is 
rewarded for the Vertues, each is puni- 

ſhed for the Vices of the other. As for 

the iniquities of a people, God with- 

draweth from their Prince the free com- 
munications of his Grace and of his Fa- 

vour, ( ſuffering him to incurre ſin, 'or 

to fall into misfortune 5 which was the 

caſe of that: incomparably-good King 

2 King, 23: Joſtah, and hath been the fate of divers 
ifs. 3.1, &c, Excellent Princes, whom God hath ſnat- 
'* ched away from people unworthy of 
them, or involved with ſuch a people 

in common calamities; according to the 
Deut. 28.35. rule propounded in the Law, of God's 
| dealing with the Tſraelites in the caſe of 
their diſobedience 3 and according to 

x Sam. 12: that of Sammel, If. ye ſhall doe wickedly , 
ye ſhall be conſumed , both ye and your 
King --) o reciprocally, for the maſde- 
: meanours of Princes, ( or in them, and 
——_ {* by them, ) God doth chaſtiſe their peo- 
1 King. 15. ple. For what confuſions in [/7ael did 


25. 
(Prov. 28.2.) 


: King " the offences of Solomon create 2 what 
21. miſchiefs did iſſue thereon from Jerobo- 


ams 
* 
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1's wicked behaviour 2 How did the 
fins of Manaſſeh ſtick to his Country , 
fince that even after that notable Re- 
formation wrought by Joſzab, it is ſaid, 
Notwithſtanding the Lord turned not 2 King. 23 
from the fierceneſs of his great wrath , = 
wherewith his anger was kindled againſt 
Judah, becauſe of all the provocations 
wherewith Manaſſes had provoked him £ 
And how ſorely, by a tedious three 2 Sam. 21.1. 
years famine, did God avenge Savl's 
cruelty toward the Gibeonites £ 

Nor are onely the fins of bad Princes 
affixed to people conſpiring with them ( jer. 33.32.) 
in impiety; for even of King Hezekzah 
it is ſaid, But Hezekiah rendred not again 2 Chr.32.25+ 
according to the benefit done unto him; 
for his heart was lifted up : therefore 
there was wrath upon hin, and upon Ju- 
 . dah and 4/7 peg So the pride and in- f. 
gratitude of an excellent Prince were 
avenged on his Subjects. And when 
good King David ( God averting his 
Grace from him ) did fall into that ar- 
rogant tranſgreſiion of counting his for- 
ces, that, as Joab prudently foretold , 
became a canſe of treſpaſs to {1jrael - 1Chr.z1 3,7 
and God ( faith the Text ) was di/- 
pleaſed with this thing, therefore he ſmote 


Iſrael. 
| David 


D 
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David indeed ſeemed to apprehend 
ſome Wiquity in this proceeding, expo- 


r Chr.21.17, {tulating thus, {s zt mot 1 that commanded 


the people to be numbred © even I tt s 
that have ſinned, and done evil indeed : 
but as for theſe ſheep, what have they done? 
But God had no regard to his plea, nor 
returned any anſwer to it : for indeed 
God's wrath began with the people, 
and their King's fin was but a judgment 


2 Sam. 24-1- Executed on them : for, The anger ( it 


=» 


' 1s faid ) of the Lord was kindled againſt 
' Jjrael, (by their fin ſurely, which is the 


onely incentive of Divine wrath, ) and 
he moved David againſt them, to ſay, Gae 
zumber Iſrael and Judah. 

So indeed it is, that Princes are bad, 
that they incurre great errours, or com- 
mit notable treſpaſles, 1s commonly 1m- 
putable to the fault of Subjedts; and is 
a juſt judgment by Divine Providence 
laid on them, as for other provacations, 
ſo eſpecially for their want of Devotion, 
and neglecting duly to pray for them. 
For if they conſtantly with hearty fin- 
cerity and earneſt fervency would 1n 


Pal. 33, 15- their behalf ſue to God, who faſbioveth 


all the hearts of men, who. eſpecially 


_ Prov, 21. 1. holdeth the hearts of Kings in his hand, 


and turneth them whither ſoever he will 3 
; we 
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we reaſonably might preſume, that God 
by his Grace would direct them into 
the right way, and incline their hearts 
to goodneſs ; that he would accompliſh 
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his own word in the Prophet, [ wi{/ 1a. 60. 17. 


meke thy officers peace, and thine exac- 
tours righteouſueſ7; that we might have 
occaſion to pay, thankſgivings like that 


of Ezra, Bleſſed be the Lord God of our Ezr, 7. 29. 


fathers, who hath put ſuch things as this 
in the King's heart, to beautifie the houſe 
of the Lord, which is in Jeruſalem. 

We are apt to impute the 1] manage- 


ment of things, and the bad ſucceſs 


waiting on it, unto Princes, being in 
appearance the immediate Agents and 
Inſtruments of it ; but we commonly 


do therein miſtake, not conſidering that * 


our ſelves are moſt guilty , and bla- 
mable for it ; that it 1s an impious peo- 


ple, which maketh an unhappy Prince; - 
that their offences do pervert his coun. 


ſells, and blaſt his undertakings 3 that 
their prophaneneſs and indevation do 
incenſe God's diſpleafure , and cauſe 
him to deſert Princes, withdrawing his 
gracious conduCt from them, and per- 
mitting them to be miſs-led by tempta- 
tion, by 11] advice, by their own infir- 
mities, Juſts, and paſſions, into courſes 


ay 
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fit to punifh a naughty people. $ 
Pal. 106. theſe were the cauſes of Moſes his ſpea- 
32, 35 king unadviſedly with his lips, and that 
it went ill with him for their ſakes : of 
Exod. 32. Aaron's forming the molten calf ; of 
Deut.9. David's numbring the people; 'of J« 
ſtabs unadviſed enterpriſe againſt Pha- 
raoh Neco; of Zedekiab's rebellion a- 
gainſt the Aſjriens, ( notwithſtanding 
the ſtrong diſſuaſions of the Prophet 
Jeremy 3) concerning which it is ſaid, 
2 king. 244 For through the anger of the Lord it came 
20, to paſs in Feruſalem and Judah, untill be 
had caſt them out from his preſence, that 
Zedekiah rebelled againſt the King of 

Babylon. i IL 

Conſidering which things, it 1s ap- 
parent, that "Prayer for our Prince Isa 
\ great office of Charity to the Publick; 
- and that in praying for his Safety,” for 


his Honour, for his Wealth, for his Pro- 


ſperity, for his Vertue, we do in effet 
pray for the ſame: Benefits reſpeQively 
to our Country ; that in praying for 
his Welfare, we do in conſequence pray 
tor the good of all our neighbours, 
our friends, our relations, our fami- 
lies, whoſe good is wrapped 1n his 
welfare, doth flow from it, doth hang 


upon tt. 7 
| We 
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We are bound, and its a very noble 
piece of Charity, to love our Country, - 
ſincerely to deſire and earneſtly to fur- 
ther its happineſs, and.therefore to pray 
for itz according to the advice and 
practice of the Pſalmiſt, O pray for the or: _ 
peace of Feruſalem ;, they ſhall proſper that * © 
love thee. Peace be within thy walls, and Pal. 122. 9. 
proſperity within thy palaces. We are 
. obliged more eſpecially upon the high- 
eſt accounts, with deareſt affteftion to 
love the Church, (our Heavenly Com- 
monwealth, the Society of our Spiritual 
Brethren, ) moſt ardently to tender its 
good, and ſeek its advantages; and 
therefore moſt urgently to ſue for God's 
favour toward it : being ready to ſay 


after David, Doe good, O God, in thy Pl. 51.18. 


good pleaſure to Sion, build the walls of 
Jeruſalem. Ariſe, O Lord, and have mer- gs w=_ 
cy upon Sion; for the time to favour her, Te, 61.1-) 
yea the ſet time is come. Now theſe du- 
ties we cannot more eaſily, more com- 
pendiouſly , or more effectually dif- 
charge, then by earneſtly praying for 
our Prince. ſeeing that if we do by our 
Prayers procure God's favour to him, 
we do certainly draw it on the State, 
and the Church. If God, moved by 
- our devout importunities , ſhall pleaſe 
| to 
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to guard his Perſon from dangers, and 
to grant hins a long life ; to endue his 


| Heart with Grace, with the love and 


fear of himſelf, with a zeal of furthering 
publick good, of favouring piety, of 
diſfcountenancing fin; if God ſhall 
vouchſafe to inſpire him with Wiſedom, 
and to guide his counſels, to bleſs his 
proceedings, and to crown his -under- 
takings with good ſucceſs : then afſu- 
redly we have much. promoted the pu- 
blick intereſt ; then infallibly, together 
with theſe, all other bleſſings ſhall de- 
ſcend on us, all good will flouriſh in our 


land. This was the ancient practice of 


Chriſtians , and directed to 


* Cui nos quotidianis pre- this end. For, * We (faith 
—_ ns, wr LaGantizs to Conſtantine ) 
rimis, quem rerum cuſto- 199 
dem voluit eſſe, cuſtodint, with daily prayers do ſuppli- 
oe ms jog, Cate God, that he would fiſt 
1e DININ metals perſeve- of all keep thee, whom he hath 
res z quod eft omnibus ſaln- 1p;//o] to be the keeper of 
rare, tibt ad ſelicitargy, h; ol hat þ FM 

0 nobis ad quietem. Lat, F11gs 5 Few that De Wot 


I 20, - 


inſpire into thee a will, where- 

by thon mayeſt ever perſevere 

in the love of God's name ; which is ſaln- 

tary to all, both to thee for thy happineſs, 
and to ns for our quiet. | 

4. Wherefore conſequently our own 


intereſt, and Charity to our ſelves 
| ſhould 


wn, K. 
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ſhould diſpoſe us to pray for our Prince. 
We being nearly concerned in his wel- 
_ fare, as parts of the publick, and as en- 

joying many private advantages there- 

by 3 we cannot but partake of his good, 

we cannot- but ſuffer with him. We 
cannot live quietly, if our Prince 1s 
diſturbed 3 we cannot live happily, it * 
he be unfortunate 5 we can hardly live 
vertuouſly, if Divine Grace do not 1n- 

cline him to favour us ther&in, or at | 

leaſt reſtrain him from hindring us. y,cjo an 
jv is S. Paxl's own confideration : tous ,——_ 

exhort you, ſaith he, to make prayers 3%. 

for Kiige—ther we may lead EE eſſe 
and peaceable life in all godlineſs and ho- _ _ 
zeſty. Upon ſuch an account God did ara 
command the Jews to pray for the wel- e7- 
fare of that Heathen State, under which 
they lived in Captivity : Ad ſeek, ſaid Jer. 29. 7. 
he, the peare of the city, whither I have 
cauſed you to be carried away captives, 
and pray unto the Lord for it ; for in the 
peace thereof ye ſhall have peace. And - 
tor the like cauſe the Chriſtians of old 
deemed themſelves bound to pray for | 
the Gentile Magiſtrates 3 ac- 


cording to that of Tertul/jan,  Vohiſcum — 
| . imperium : concuſſis etiam 
We pray for you, becauſe with cgteris membris ejus, uti- 


you the Empire is ſhaken - gue 


and 


- Hpol. c. 32. 
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que oy nos, licdt extranei 4 and the other members of it 
inde einem, in ltw being ſhaken ,_ aſſcredly even 
we, how far ſoever we may be 
thought from troubles, are 
found in ſome place of the fall, 

_ Farther, 

5. Let us conſider, that Subjects are 
obliged in gratitude and ingenuity, yea 
in cquity and juſtice, to pray for their 
Princes. For 

They are moſt nearly related to us, 

and allied by the moft fa- 
cred bands; being conlti- 
tuted by God, in his own 
room , the Parents and 

| Guardians of their Coun- 
try 3 being alſo avowed and 
accepted for ſuch by ſolemn 
Vows, and moſt holy Sacraments of A 
legeance : whence unto them as ſuch 

Juran per YE Owe an humble piety, a very reſpet- 
Dem, & per full affeion*, a moſt dutifull obſer- 
Chriſtum, & yance ; the which we cannot better ex- 
# - > mg preſs or exerciſe, then in our heartieſt 


Majeftatem Prayers for their welfare. 
Imperatoris, ; 
que ſecundum Deum generi humano diligenda eſt, (5 colenda. Veget«2.5-\ 


They by God are deſtined to be the 
Protectours of the Church, the Patrons 


of Religion, the Foſterers and mm—_— 
- M4 


Naem ſciens ( Chriſtta- 
nu) 2 Deo ſuo conflitut, 
neceſſe eſt, ut (5 ipſum di- 
lieat, & revereatur. &> 
bmnoret, oy ſaluum velit.-- 
Tert. ad Scap. 2, 
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of Truth, of Vertue, of Piety : for of 


the Church in the Evangelical times 1t | 
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was propheſied, Kines ſhall be thy nur- 1f. 49. 23. 
fng Fathers ; Thou ſhalt ſuck the breaſts * 60. 16,10. 


of Kings ; Kings ſhall miniſter to thee 5 
wherefore to them, not onely as men 
and citizens, but peculiarly as Chriſti- 
ans, we' owe the higheſt duty ; and 
conſequently we muſt pay the beſt De- 
votion for them. 

To them we ſtand indebted for the 
greateſt Benefits of common life : they 
neceſſarily do take much care, they 
undergoe great trouble, they are ex- 
poſed to many hazzards for our advan- 


tage z that znder their ſhadow WE may Lam. g; 203 


enjoy ſafety and quiet, we may reap 
the fruits of our induſtry, we may poſ- 
ſes the comforts and conveniencies of 
our life, with ſecurity from rapine , 
from contention, from ſolicitude,; from 
the continual fears of wrong and out- 
rage. | 
To their induſtry and vigilancy un- 
der God we owe the fair adminiſtrati- 
on of Juſtice, the protection of Right 
and Innocence, the preſervation of Or- 
der and Peace, the encouragement of 
Goodneſs, and correction of Wicked- 
neſs : for they, as the Apoſtle telleth 

B SE 
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Rom. 13.6. US, are God's Miniſters, attending, con- | 

tinually, on theſe very things. They ig; 

+. + deed iÞ attend, as to deny themſclye,, 

.-:>:... and to forgoe much of their own eaſe, 

their. pleaſure, their ſatisfaftion, 3 being 

frequently perplexed with cares, con- 

tinually enſlaved to-buſineſs, and ſub; 

j& to: varipus inconvenigncies, ren- 

dring their. lite. to _conliglerate Speds 

tours very little deſirable. OLI 

As, therefore, according to our Lords 

obſervation, - they are uſually (tyled 

Luk, 22. 25: BexefaGonrs, fo they: really are z even 

. the worſt, of them (ſuch as Claydias, oz 

Nere, .of: whom our Apoſtles (peak): in 

conſiderable meaſure 3 at. leaſt in com; 

pariſon of Anarchy,-and conſidering the 

miſchiefs luing from. want of Goyen 

wo _ hf Og xoAgrgin , it 7 meg 

7, 169)" The matter is 10t flattery 5 (laith S, Chy 

3 & ule ſoftaxe, himſelf Fa men fartheſt from 

vivo ni- a flatterer 3 ). but. according; to the reajm 
294——Chryl. 

| nx Tim. 2.1, Of the caſe we muſt eſteem our ſelves 

much obtiged to them for the painsthe 

ſuſtain in our behalf,- and;for the bene 

fits we receive from them. For he ith 

deed mult:be a very bad Governour, t9 

whom that Speech of the Oratqur Ter 

tuÞus may not without, glozing be af 

AR.24.2,3- commodated 3 Seeing that by thee wethr 

Ig 


Ts _  — > «2 


The 7, 4} þ 5, ermon. 37 T 


jay great qnietneſi, and that very worthy 
deeds are done unto this nation by thy 
providence; we accept it always, and i 


all places, moſt noble Felix, with all 


thankfulneſs. | 

. However, what Sereca 
faith of Philofophers, that 
they of all men are noſt obli- 
ged, and moſt gratefull to 
Kings and Magiſtrates, be- 
cauſe from their care they en- 


joy the leiſure, quiet, and ſe-. 
curity of contemplating , ant 


praGiſing the beſt things; up- 


on which 'acconnt, ſaith he, 


they could” not but reverence ' 


| Nulli adverſus Magiſtra- 
tus ac Reges gratioves ſumt 3 
nec immerito, nullis enim 
plus praſtant, quam quibus 
fruit tranquiilo otio licet. 
Itaque hi quibus ad propo- 
fitum bene wivendi confert 


 ſecuritas publica,, neceſſe 


eft auftorem hujus boni nt 
parentem colant—— 
Sen. Ep. 73« 


the authours of ſo great a good,as Parents ;, 
that is, or ſhould be, far more true of 


Chriſtians. That leiſure (to 
uſe his words} which z* ſpent 


with God, and which rendreth 
#9 like to God: the liberty 
of ſtudying Divine truth , 


Quanti eſtimarmus hoc 
ottum, quod nter Deos agi- 
tur ,, quod Deos facts ? 
Ibid. 


and of ſerving God with ſecurity and 
quiet 3 are ineftimable benefits, for the - 
which they are indebted to the protec- 
tion of Magiſtrates: Therefore in all 
reaſon a gratefull retribution of good 
will, and of all good offices, particular- 
ly of our Prayers, is to be payed to 


B b 2 


them. 
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them. Is t rot very abſurd, faith S, Chry. 
ſoſtome , that they ſhould labour, and 
venture for ws, and we not pray for 
them ? | 

| 6. Whereas we are by Divine com- 


x Per. 2 13, mand frequently injoyned to fear and 


' , 
* Rom 13.1.» 

Tit. 3 I: 

Prov. 24. 21. 


reverence, to honour, to obey Kings, 
we ſhould look on Prayer for them as 
a principal branch , and the negle& 
thereof as a notable breach of thoſe du- 
ties. For 

As to Honour and Reverexce, it is 


_ - plain, that no exteriour {ignification, 


in ceremonious. unveiling or cringin 
to them, can fo demonſtrate it, -as dot 
the wiſhing them well 1n. our hearts, 
and from thence framing particular ad- 
dreſſes to the Divine Majeſty for their 
welfare. Then which practice there 
can be no ſurer argument, that we hold 
them in great account and conſideration, 
And how indeed can we much honour 
them, for whom we do not vouchſafe 
ſo much as to offer our good wiſhes, 
or to mention them in our interceſſions 
unto him, who requireth us to make 
them for all men, and particularly for 
thoſe for whom we are concerned ? 
Doth not this omiffion evidently place 
them in the loweſt rank, beneath the 
| meanefſt 
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meaneſt of our friends and relations ? 
doth it not imply a very {lender regard 
had to them ? 

And as for Obedience, Prayer for Prin- 
ces is clearly an inſtance thereof ; ſee- 
ing it may be ſuppoſed, that all Princes 
do require it from their Subjects. Not 
onely Chriſtian Princes , who believe 
God the ſole Diſpenſer of all good 
things, and the great efficacy of Devo- 
tion in procuring them from him, may 
be deemed to exact this beneficial office 
from us ; but even Heathens and Infi- 
dels, from their dimme notion of a 
Sovereign Providence, (which hath e- 
ver been common in the world,) have 


made ' an account of this practice :/ as 


we may ſee by that Decree of the Per- 
ſian King in Ezra, charging his Officers 
to furniſh the Fewiſþ Elders with facri- 


| fices, that, ſaid he, they may offer ſacri- Ezr. 6. 10. 
fices of ſweet ſavour unto the God of Hea« 


ver, ad pray for the life of the King, 
and of his Sons. And that ſuch was 
the practice of the Romans even in 
their Heatheniſh State, doth appear 
from thoſe words of Pliny ; We have 


3 the 


/ 
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ſaith he, beer wont to make vows for the —— 


eternity of the Empire, and for the wel: _— 
fare of the Citizens, yea for the welfare of ay 2 
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pro ſalute 


Principum, 
_ ac propter il- 
los pro ater- 
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eternity of the Empire. 


the Prizces, and' in their behalf for the 


nitate Imperii, ſolebams, Plin. P aneg. 


Deo vel pri- 
wvatus, vel 
militans ſer- 
wit, cum fide- 
liter eum di- 
ligit , qui 
Deo regnat 
autore. Ve- 
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to him an Authority paramount above 


Not onely pious Princes with a ſeri- 
ous deſire will expect this Duty from 
us; but even profane ones in policy 
will demand. it, as a decent teſtimony 
of reſpe& to them, and- a proper means 
of upholding their State ; that they 


may ſeem to have place in the moſt 


ſerious regards, and ſolemn performan- 
ces of their Subje&ts. So that to neg- 
let this Duty , is ever a violation of 
our due obedience, and a kind of dif- 
loyalty to them. Again, 

7. The Praying for Princes 1s a fer- 
vice peculiarly honourable, and ver 
acceptable to God 3; which he will 1- 
terpret as a great reſpect done to him- 
felt ; for that thereby we - honour his 
_ and charaQter in them, yielding 


in his prefence this ſpecial reſpect to 


them as his Repreſentatives 3 for that 


thereby we avow his Government of . | 


the world by them as his Miniſters and 
Deputies; for that thereby we acknow- 
ledge all Power derived from-him, and 
depending. on his pleaſure ; we aſcribe 


al 


The Tenth Sermon. 375 
| ll: earthly : Potentates 5 we imply our 
perſuaſion , that he alone 1s abſolute 
Sovereign of the world , the King of i Tims. 15. 
Kings, and Lord of Lords, ſo that Prin- 
ces are nothing otherwiſe 
then in ſubordination to Cohen a A_ 
him, can doe riothing with- g77 num commend Deo. 
out his ſuccour, do owe to Tett. Apol. c. 33- 
him all their power, their © 
fafety , their proſperity and welfare 3 
for that; in fine, thereby, diſGlaiming all = 
other confidences 7» any ſor of 1244, we m_ 2 E- _—_ 
ſipnifie our ehtire ſubmiſſion to God's ©" 2 
will, and fole confidence in his Provi- 
dence. This ſervice therefore is a very 
ratefull kind of _— our Almighty 
Lond; and as ſuch S. Pa! recommmen- 
deth it in the words iminedidtely ſub- 
joyned to out Text, For this (faith » x Tim, 2: 3+ 
# good, and acceptable in the ſpght of God, 
or Saviour. 
8. Letus confider, that whereas wiſe- 
dom ay. our Piety ahd Chatity, 
will efpecially incline us to place our 
Devotion there where it will be moſt 
needfull and uſefull, we therefore chiet- 
ly muft pray for Kings, becauſe they do 
moſt need our Prayers. E 
Theit Office is moſt high, and hard 
to diſcharge well or happily :- where- 
B b 4 fore 
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Pial, g1. 12. 


Tſa. 11. 2. 
& 28. 6. 


Iſa. 9. 6. 
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fore they need extraordinary ſupplic; | 


of Gifts and Graces from the Divine 
baunty. 
Their Afﬀeairs are of greateſt weight 


and importance, requiring anſwerable 
| $kill, and ſtrength to ſteer and wield 


them : wherefore they need from the 
Fountain of wiſedom and power ſpe- 
clalzzommunications of light, of cou- 
rage, of ability to conduc, to ſupport, 
to fortifie them in their managements; 
they need that God ſhould "bold them 
MV MAT Taper, With that Princely 
Spirit, for which King David prayed. 
hey often are to deliberate about 
matters of dark and uncertain conſe- 
quence ; they are to judge 1n caſes of 
dubious and intricate nature; the which 
to reſolve prudently, or to determine 
uprightly, no humane wiſedom fuffici- 
ently can enable : wherefore they need 
the ſpirit of counſel, and the ſpirit of judg- 
21ent, from the ſole diſpenſer of them, 
the great Connſelour, and molt righteow 


| Pla. 7.11 Judge. The wiſcſt and ableſt of them 
x King, 3. 9- bath reaſon to pray with Solomon, Give 


Sap. 9. 4— 
(Pſal. 72.1.) 


Judge this thy ſo great a people f _ 
Y J* 8 n 


thy ſervant an underſtanding heart, to 


judge thy people, that I may diſcern bes 


tween good and' bad : for who is able to 


- Aa 


| 
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[ ſo what the Wiſe man faith may be ve-- 
rified, A divine ſentence 3s in the lips of Prov. 16.10. 


the King, his mouth tranſereſſeth not in 
judgment : and that of the wiſe woman, 


As an Angel of God, ſo is my Lord the + took i 


King to diſcern good and bad. 
They commonly are engaged in en- 


+ terpriſes of greateſt difhculty, inſupera- 


ble by the might or induſtry of gan 3 
in regard to which we may ſay with 


Hannah, By ſtrength ſhall no man preuail; 1 Sam. 2. g. 
with the Preacher, The race 3s not to the Eccles g, 11. 


ſwift , nor the battel to the frong with 
the P/almiſt, There is no 
the multitude of an hoaſt : wherefore 
they need aid and fuccour from the Al- 
mighty, to carry them through, and bleſs 
their deſigns with ſucceſs. 

They are moſt expoſed to Dangers 
and Diſaſters; (ſtanding like high towers, 
moſt obnoxious to the winds and tem- 
peſts of fortune; )baving uſually many en- 
vious 11]-willers, many difaftected male- 
contents, many both open enemies and 
cloſe inſfidiatours ; from whoſe force or 
treachery no humane providence can 
ſufficiently guard them : they do there- 
fore need the prateGion of the ever-vi- 


ilant Keeper of Iſrael, to ſecure them : p(@, 121. 4. 
or, Except the Lord keepeth the city, the & 91. 1. 


watchman 


ing ſaved by v4, 34. 16, 
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Zech. 3.1. 


Eccles 8. 4s 
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watchman waketh bt in vain; Ex 
ain 


Plal. 33- 15. the Lord preſerve the King, his gu 


his armies ſurround him to no purpoſz.. 
They have the natural Infirmities of 
other men, and far beyond other men 
areſubjeC to external Temptations. The 
malicious Spirit (| as ini the cafe of Fob, 


of David, of Ahab, of Joſhua the High | 


Prieſt, is expreſſed ) is ever waiting fo 

occaſion , ever craving permiſſion of 
God to ſeduce and pervert them 3 ſuc- 
ceſs therein being extreamly conducible 
to his villainous deſigns. 'The' World 


continually doth afſault them with all 


its advantages 3 with all its baits of 


pleaſure, with all its incitements to 
_ pride and vanity, to oppreſſion and in- 


juſtice, to ſloth, to luxury, to exorbi- 
tant ſelf-will and felt-conceit, to every 


ſort of vicious praQice. Their eminen-- 


cy of ſtate , their affluence of wealth, 
their uncontrollable power , thetr ex- 


emption from common reftraints, their 


continual diftrations and encumbrances 
by varteties of care arid bufinefs, their 
multitude of obſequious followers, and 
ſcarcity of faithfull friends, to adviſe, or 
reprove them,” their having no obſts- 


cles before them to' cheek their wills, to 
croſs their humours , to curb their Juſts 


and 
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| and paſſions, are ſo many dangerous 
ſnares unto them : wherefore they do 
need plentifull meaſures of Grace, and 
mighty affiſtences from God, to preſerve 
them from the worſt errours and fins 3 
into which otherwiſe *tis: almoſt a mi- 
racle if they are not plunged. 


And being they are ſo liable to fin, *o iz 


they muſt conſequently ſtand often in 


need of God's mercy to bear with them, ,ag).ye. &c4- 


and to pardon them. 

They therefore upon fo many ac- 
counts needing ſpecial help and grace 
from Heaven, do moſt need Prayers to 
derive it thence for them. | 

All Princes indeed do need them. 
Good Princes need many Prayers for 
God's help, to uphold and confirm them 
in their Vertue : Bad Princes need de- 
precations of God's wrath and judg- 
ment toward them, for offending his 
Majeſty 3 together with ſupplications 
for God's Grace to convert and reform 
them : the moſt deſperate and: incorr- 
gible need Prayers, that God would o- 
ver-rule and reſtrain them from doing 
miſchief to themſelves, and others. All 
Princes having many avocations, and 
temptations, hindring them to pray e- 
nough for themſelves, do need ſupple- 
mental 


380. 


Sap. 6. 4+ 
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mental aids from the Devotions. of © | 


thers. | 

Wherefore if we love Them, if we 
love our Country, if we love our 
Selves, if we tender the intereſts of 
Truth, of Piety, of common Good, we, 
conſidering their caſe, and manifold 
need of Prayers, will not fail earneſtly 
to ſue for them; that God would afford 
needfull affiſtence. to them 1n the admi- 
niſtration of their high Office, in the 
improvement of their great talents, in 
the conduct and management of their 
arduous Afﬀairs 5 that he graciouſly 
would dire&t them in their perplexed 
Counſels, would back them 1n their dit- 
ficult Undertakings, would prote&their 
Perſons from dangers, would keep their 
Hearts from the prevalency of tempta- 
tions, would pardan their Failings and 
treſpaſſes. Again, 

9. Whereas God hath declared, that 
he hath ſpecial regard to Princes, and 


a more then ordinary care over them, 


becauſe they have a peculiar relation to 
him, as his Repreſentatives, the Miri- 


 flers of his Kingdom, the main inſtru- 


ments of his Providence, whereby he 
conveyeth his favours, and diſpenſeth 
his juſtice to men 3 becauſe alſo the 


good 
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| good of mankind, which he eſpecially 
' tendereth, 1s mainly concerned in their 


331 


welfare whereas, I ſay, it is he that gi- Pal. 144-10. 


zeth ſalvation unto Kings ; that giveth yi, 


4110) ">; » Cn 
great deliverance to his King, and ſhew X £63 _y 


th mercy to his anointed; that hath the 


King's heart, and his breath, and all his pcov. 21. 1. 
ways in his hand : even upon this ac- 24% 5: 23: 


count our Prayers for them are the more 
required. For it is a method of God , 
and an eſtabliſhed rule of Divine Pro- 
vidence , not to diſpenſe ſpecial Blef- 
* ſings without particylar Conditions, and 
the. concurrence of our duty in obſer- 
vance of what he preſcribeth in reſpe& 
to them. Seeing then He hath enjoy- 
ned , that in order to our obtaining 
thoſe great Benefits, which iſſue from 
his ſpecial care over Princes, we ſhould 
pray for it, and ſeek it from his hands 3 
the omiſſion of this duty will intercept 
it, or bereave us of its advantages 3 nor 


In that caſe may we expe any bleflings 


of that kind. As without praying for 
our ſelves, we muſt not expect private 
favours from Heaven ; ſo without pray- 
Ing for our Prince, we cannot well hope 
for publick bleflings. For, as a profane 
perſon {who in effect difſavoweth God, 
by not regarding to ſeek his favour _ 
aid ) 


21, Jo 
18, 50s 
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aid ) is not qualified to receive ay | 


good from him : ſo a profane Nation 


( which difclaimeth God's Government 


of the world, by not invoking his Bene- 
diction on thoſe who moderate it undey 
him ) is -not well capable of comman 


benefits: ' It is upon all accounts true 


which Ezra ſaid, The hand of our God's 
upon all them for good that ſeek him: 
but his power and his wrath 3s againft af 
them that forſake him: Tt therefore ye 
defire that our Prince ſhould-not loft 
God's fpecial regard; 'if we would ot 
forfert the benefits thereof to our ſelves, 
we muſt' conſpire in hearty Prayers 
for him. -- A apt 


10. Fo engage and encourage us/m 


. + | | WL yy” + 
which-praGtice, we may farther confidtr, 


| that fach Prayers , offered duly, (with 


frequency and'conſtancy, with ineetity 


and-zeal, )- do always turn to:good ac- 


_ count, and never want'good effect: the 
which if it be not always eaſily diſcer- 


nible, yet it is certainly real; if it'be 


; Not: perfe&t as we may defire,, yet'it's 


comperent, as expedtencey requiretl, 
or as the condition of-rhings will bear. 
There may be impediments to a full 


ſacceſs of the beſt Prayers; they may 


not-ever'prevail to-render- Princes 'com- 


pleatly 


NPE no—_—_— Ay A wh Su oo» wn 


\ B40 Fe ALLY TY PWwY — a. EY 


r ſome concurrence of their own will 
is requiſite to produce their Vertue, - 
God rarely working with irreſiſtible 
power, Or fatal efficacy 3 and the ſtate : 


1 pea good, or extreamly proſperous : 


not: always fitly ſuted for proſperity. 
Yet are not ſuch Prayers ever wholly 
vain or fruitleſs : for God never preſcri- - 
beth means. unavailable. to. the end; 
he: never would have commanded us 
particularly to, pray for Kings, / if he did 
not mean to beſtow a good iflue to that 
And, ſurely, he that hath promiſed to 
hear all requeſts with faith, and finceri- 
ty, and inceſſant earneſtneſs preſented 
to him, cannot fail to hear thoſe which 
are of ſuch-conſequence, which are ſo 
agreeable to his will., which do include. 
ſo much hogeſty and charity. In this 
caſe,. ſurely, we may have ſome confi- - - 
dence, according to that of S. Fohr, This 1 Jo 
is the confidence we have in-hint, that if 
we ask any thing according to his will, he 
beareth us, | 
_ As the good Biſhop, obſerving'S, Au- - 
"#tiz's Mother, with what conſtancy and 
paſſionateneſs ſhe did pray for her Son, 
being then engaged in ways of _—_ 
an 
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of things, or capacities of perſons, are 


h, 5. 14: 
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and vanity, did encourage her, ſaying, | 


— It 3s impoſſible that a Son: of thoſe devoti- 


arm 1a. 0715 ſponld periſh * {0 may we hopefully 


crymarum preſume, arid encourage our ſelves, that 
Fiof 4125 4 Prince will not miſcarry, for whoſe 

od 4+ I2, % | YE 
welfare many good people do earneſtly 


ſolicit ; Fiers non poteſt, ut Princeps ifts- | 


rum lacrymarum pereat. 

Jam. 5. 16. - You know in general the mighty effi- 
cacy of Prayer, what pregnant aſluran- 
ces there are, and how wonderfull in- 
ſtances thereof occurre in Holy Scrip- 
ture, both in relation to- publick and 
private bleſſings : How it is often pro- 

Matr.21, 22. miſed, that A// things, whatſoever we ſhall 
ah in prayer, believing, we ſhall receive x 

Mart. 7. and that whoever asketh recetveth , and 
he that ſecketh findeth, and to him that 

knocketh it ſhall be opened: How the 

Gen, 20. 17. prayer of Abruham did heal Abimelech, 


and his family of barrennefs ; how the_ 


Num..11.2. prayers of Moſes did quenck the fire , 


E267— and cure the bitings of the fiery Ser- 


(106.30, ; 
V5 4 pents 3 how the prayer of Joſhua did 
—_— 12: arreſt the San 3 how the prayer of Har- 
1o—, ah did procure Samrel to her, as his 


Lok. 4.25- name doth import 5 how E/as his pray- 


Jem: 5-17: ers did open and ſhut the heavens; how 


| 1Ring. 15, the ſame Holy Prophet's prayer did re- 
21,22 quce a departed Soul, and that of E/- 


ſha 
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did effe& the ſame a I CS: | 
rw 5 5 nd that £ PB 
_ Prophet did reſtore ar COM 4 
t mo _ ; how the prayers of G os i King.13.6. 
_ people requently did raiſe them up $8 D 
vronrs, and when the y crie a A pA f - . _—_ 4c 
- their trouble, he delivered them Fay FA Neh. g. 27. 
diſc Oe 4 Ine he pe on dow wore 
Moe mfited a million of Arabians + 19, 28, ow 
—__ of Fehoſhaphat deſtroyed a 6. Jud. 3.15. && 
wrregar's of his enemies by their o + kg 
hands, and choſe of Hezelzl Ne SIG 
tie 4 an Angel from heaven to cut 5 4 Chr. 20.3 
FI prians , and thaſe of Manaſfe. —I2, 2. 
i Eft gre his: Kingdom, and thoſe 2: ry 
Eſther ſaved her ol "Oh 
ial of rein” cal people from the 7,339 
kno ; and thoſe of Neher; _— 
ro += Rings heart $12 nt: Rh. Ne i 
= pious defign or re-edifviric UT 2. 4. 
= and thoſe of D.miel brat Jernſe- yn "—_ 
ets and diſcoveries ; how®* Noa 1 49 Io.1 Fe oy 
_—_ Moſes and Sammel are re Job, ys E 
jr" —_— RAP ca with God Jos 15. F. 
and conſequently it ts intin > 
the great things atchi OR; Tad: 
te great things atchieved b 
W : 
ere chiefly done by the force J f them 
any of their 
nd ſeeing Pra - F 7 
ite fy effort ayers 1n ſo many 
wo grorny and work fach -r them 
wrong Merry from them in this, 
wm EY and particu- 
6 larly 


oy 
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well, or better then of himſelf he would 
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larly dire&eth us to uſe them? If ow Þ 
Prayers can ſo much avail to our perſo. Þ 
nal and private advantage, if they may 
be very helpfull to our friends 3 how. 
much ſhall the Devotions of many good 
men, all levelled at one mark, and aj- 
ming at a publick moſt confiderable 
good , be prevalent with the Divine 
goodneſs ? . However, if God be net | 
moved by Prayers. to convert a Prince | 
from all fin , to make him doe all the 
good he might, to bleſs him in all mat- 
ters; yet he may thence be induced to 
reſtrain him from much evil, to keep _ 
him from being worſe, or from doing - 
worſe then- otherwiſe would be; he 
may diſpoſe him to doe many things. | 


doe ; he may preſerve him from many 
diſaſters otherwiſe incident to him: 
which will be conſiderable effects of 
Prayer. 

II. I ſhall adde but one generalCon- 
ſideration more , which is this , That 
Prayer is the onely allowable way & | * 
redrefling our caſe, if we do ſuffer by, | 
or for Princes. 

Are they bad, or do they mifſdemean 
themſelves in their adminiſtration of 
vernment and juſtice 2 we may not by 

any 


The Tenth Sermon. 387 
any viotent or rough way attempt to re- 
claim them 5 for they are not accoun- 
table to us, or hable to our corredi- 

on, Where the word of a King 4, there Eccles 8. 4. 
is . power : and who ſhall ſay to him, 
What doeſt thou was the Preacher's doc- 
trine, 

. . Dothey oppreſsus, or abuſe us? do 

| they treat us harſhly, or cruelly perſe- 

|  ente us? we muſt not kick againft them, 

or ſtrive to right our ſelves by refiftence. 

For, Agarnſt a King (faith the Wiſe azar: ) Prov. 30.31, 

there is no riſing ups and, Who ( ſaid 1 Sam.26.9. 

David ) car ſtretch out his hand again 

1 the Lord's anointed , and be/ gniltleſs 2 

| and, They ( faith S. Parl ) that reſiſt , Rom. 13. 2; 

| bal receive to themſelves damnation. 
We muſt not ſo much as eaſe our ſto- 

mach, or diſcharge our paſhon, by rai- 

| ling or inveighing againſt them. For ,- 

Thou ſhalt not ſpeak evil of the ruler of thy Exod.22.28, 

feople,is a Divine law; and;to * blaſphere, OO 

or revile dignities, is by S. Peter and Jude8. 

S. Jude repreherided as a notable crime. 

We muſt not be bold or free in tix- 

mg their actions. For, 1s zf fit, faith Elz- Job 34- 18. 

bu, to ſay to a King, Thou art wicked, and 

to Princes, Ve are angodly? and, to re- Pal. 89. $1 

proach the footſteps of God's Anointed, is - 
plied to be an impious practice. 

Cc 2 We 
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We muſt forbear even complaining F 
Jude 16, and murmuring againſt them. For, Mar. }F 
mmrers are condemned-as no mean fort 
of offenders 3 and the Jews in the wil- 
derneſs were ſorely puniſhed for ſuch 
behaviour. 
We :muſt not ( according to the 
Eccles 10. Preacher's advice) ſo much as .canſe 
Ia, 8. 21.) hem in our thought 5 or not entertain ill 
conceits, and 11] wiſhes mm our minds to« 
ward them. £125 
To doe theſe things is not onely high 
!  preſitmption in regard to them, (incon= 
| ſiſtent with the dutifull affection and { 
reſpe&t which we owe to them, ) but it 
1s flat impiety toward God , and an wh. 
78 vaſion of his Authority 3, who alone is | | 
Hi - King of Kings, and hath reſerved to | 
 __ himſelf the prerogative of judging , of 
'f * _ rebuking, of puniſhing Kings, when he 
| : findeth cauſe. INS 7 
Theſe were the miſdemeanours of 
thoſe in the Late Times, who in ſtead 
of Praying for their Sovereign, did cla- 
 mour and rail at him, did afperſe him 
with foul Imputations., did accuſe his 
. proceedings, did raiſe Tumults, and le- 
vy War againſt him, pretending by rude 
force to reduce him unto his Duty.z fo 
| uſurping on their Prince, or. rather on 


God 


\ 
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God .himſelf, aſſuming his right, and 
taking his work out of his hands; dif- 
covering alſo therein great profaneneſs 
of —_ and diſtruſt of God's Provi- 
dence ; as if God, being implored by 
Prayer, could not, or would not, had 
it been needfull, without ſuch regular 
courſes, have redrefſed thoſe evils 1n 


Church or State, which they pretended 


to feel, or fear. | 


Nothing therefore in ſach caſes is left 
tous for our remedy or eaſe, but having 


recourſe to God himſelf, and 
ſeeking relief from his hand 


in his good time, by conver- 


ting our Prince, or direQing 
him into a good courſe; 
however comforting our 


Abſit enim ut indigns fe- 
ramus ea nos pat que op- 
tamus, aut ulttonem 4 nobis 
aliquam machinemur, quam 
a Deo exſpeFamws. 

Terr, ad Scap. 2. 


ſelves in the conſcience of ſubmitting to 


God's will. 


This is the onely method S. Pax did 


preſcribe, even when Nero, 
a moſt vile, flagitious man , 
a ſorry and naughty Gover- 
nour as could be, a mon- 
ſtrous Tyrant, and moſt 
bloudy Perſecutour, ( the 
very 1nventer of Perſecuti- 


Nut non dicam Regum , 
ſed omnium hominum , 05 
vel beſtiaram ſordidiſſimus, 
dighus exftitit qui perſecu- 
tionem in Cbriſtianos pri- 
mu inciperet, 

Sulp. Sev. 2. 40» 


on, ) did ſway the Empire. He did not 
adviſe Chriſtians to ſtand upon their 


EE 3 


guard , 


399 


Tra nos magis or amis pro 
ſalute Imperatoris , ab eo 
eam poftulantes qui proſta- 
re poteft. Et utjque ex dj- 
ſciplina patientie Divine a+ 
'gere nos, ſatis manifeflum 
eſſe vobis poteſt, cum rgnia 
hominum multitude, pars 
pen# major cruitatis cujuſ- 


que, im ſilentio (5 modeſtia. 


agimus. Teit, ad Scap. 3. 


Fundendo ſanguinem, (5 
patiendo mages quem feci- 
endo contumeligs , Chriſti 
fundaja eft Eccleſig 3 perſe- 
cutzonibgs crevit, &c. 

: Hicp, Ep .6 Se 
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guard, to contrive plots, to provide 


arms, tO raiſe mutinies and inſurreQi» 


ons againſt him ; but to ob 


fer ſupplications , prayers, 


and interceſions for him, as 
the beſt means of their ſecu+ 


rity, and comfort. And this - 


was the courſe of the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, during 
their hard condition under 
the domination of Heathen 
Princes, 1mpugners of their 
Religion : Prayers and Tears 
were then the onely Arms of 
the Church 5 whereby they 
long defended it from ruine, 


and at laſt advanced it to 


moſt glorious proſperity. - 


Indeed,-1f, not-aſſuming the liberty 
to find fault with Princes, we would 
praGiſe the duty of ſeeking God for his 
bleſſing on their proceedings 3 if, for- 


bearing to ſean and cenſure Ads of 
State, .we would earneſtly 1mplore 


God's direction of them 3; if, . leaving to 
conceive diſguſts, and yent complaints 
about the ſtate of things, we would af: 
ſiduouſly petition God for the ſettle 


ment of them in good order 5 if, in 


{tead of being ſhrewd Politictans, or 


_ 


A re ener ee ea Eno— 
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ſinart Judges in ſuch matters, we would 
be devout Oratours and humble Solict- 
tours at the Throne of y_ 3 our en- 
deavours ſurely would find much bet- 
ter effe& toward publick advantage : 
we certainly —_ doe more good 1n 
our cloſets by a few hearty wiſhes utte- 
red - there, then by all our tattling or 
jangling Politicks in corners. | 
There are great contrivances to ſct- 


tle things 3 every one hath his model of 


State, or method of Policy, to commu- 
nicate for ordering the State 3 each 1s 
zealous for his own conceit, and apt to 
be diſpleaſed with thoſe who diſſent 
from him: but it is, as the faireſt and 
juſteſt, ſo the ſureſt and likelieſt way of 
reducing things to a firm compoſure , 
( without more a-doe, letting the world 
alone to move on its own hindges, and 
not impertinently troubling our ſelves 
or others with the condud of it, ) fim- 
ply to requeſt of Almighty God , the 
Sovereign Governour and ſole Diſpoſer 
of things, that he would lead his own . 
Vicegerents in the management of the 
charge by himſelf committed to them. 


Be carefull for nothing ; but in every Phil. 4. 6. 
thing, by prayer and ſupplication with | 
thankegiving , let your requeſts be made 

| C 4 known 
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known to God, is a rule very applicable | ; 


to this caſe. 

 AsGod's Providence is the'onely ſure 
ground of our confidence, or hope for 
the preſervation of Church and State, 
or for the reſtitution of things into a 


ſtable quiet : ſo it is onely our hearty 


Prayers, joyned with a confſeiencious 
obſervance of God's Laws, whereby we 
_ incline Providence to favour us, 

By them alone we may hope to fave 
things from ſinking into diſorder , we 


may aſlwage the. factions, we may der | 


feat the machinations againſt the py- 


_ blick welfare. 


Coaft Apoſt, 
-, > 2. 
2. STe 


12. Seeing then we have ſo many 
good arguments and motives inducing 


to pray for Kings, it is no wonder, that, | 


to back them, we may alſo allege the 
practice of the Church, continually in 
all times performing this duty 1n its 
moſt Sacred Offices, eſpecially in the ce 
lebration of the Holy Communion. 

S. Paul indeed, when he faith, 1 ex- 
hort firſt of all, that prayers be ' wade. ; 
doth chiefly impoſe this Duty on 17m 
thy, or ſuppoſeth it incumbent on the 
Paſtours of the Church, to take ſpecial 
care, that Prayers be made for this pur- 


poſe , and offered "el in the Church | 


oy nt- 


RC CITITIITIﬀIICCED 


joyntly by all Chriſtians : 
and accordingly, the ancient 
Chriſtians, as Tertul/iar doth 


_ aſſure us, did always pray 


for all the Emperonrs , that 
God would grant. them a lone 
life, a ſecure reign, a ſafe 
family, valiant armies, 4 
faithfull ſenate, a loyal peo- 
ple, a quiet world, and what- 
ever they as Men, or as Em- 
perours, could wiſh. Thus 
(addeth he ) even for their 
Perſecutours, and 1n the ve- 
ry pangs of their ſufferings, 
they did not fail to. practiſe, 


Likewiſe of the Church in 


S. Chry/ſoſtome telleth us, that 
all Communicants did know 
bow every day, both at even 
and morning , they did make 
ſupplication Pay all the world, 
and for the Emperour, and for 
all that are in authority. 
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-1 Tim, 2. 8, 
_ Polycarp.ad Philip.c.i2, 


' Precantes ſumus ſemper 
pro omnibus Imperatoribus 
vitam illis prolixam, impe- 
rium ſecurum , domum tu- 
tam , exercitus fortes, ſe- 
natum fidelem. populum pro» 
bum, orbem quietum, que-= 
cunque hominis (y Ceſaris 
vora ſunt. 


Text, Apol. cap.30. 


Hoc agite, boni Preſules, 
extorquete animam Deo ſup- + 
plicantem pro Imperatore, 


Ibid. 


his time 


Kot ohm Jonny of WW- 
oz), mos 4.2.9" bvgs lWw u- 
uhegy 3ivs.) »} Wu aniee 
Au een. * ws 8p Ima 
Tis Ts hour, 0) Pankkov, 
x; mdpTwv oj oy \0Nv 
ovlov, mizurIa F ina. 

Chryſ. in 1 Tim. 2.1. 


And in the Greek Liturgies, ( the 
compoſure whereof is fathered on 
S. Chryſoſtome, ) there are divers Pray- 
ers interſperſed for the Emperours, 
couched in terms very pregnant and re- 


ſpectfull, 


O& 
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If the Offices of the Rox2ax Church, Þ 


and of the Churches truckling under it, : 


in latter times, ſhall ſeem more defee- 
tive or ſparing in this point of ſervice ; 


 _ the reaſon may be, for that a ſuperla- 


full, hearty, and lively. 


renovation of our deſires. Our Text it 


tive regard to the Solar or Pontifical Au- 
thority ( as Pope I-nocent III. diſtin- 
rs did obſcure their devotion 
or the Lynar or Regal Majeſty. But 
our Church hath been " fawey ont Care- 


full, that we ſhould in moſt ample man- 
ner diſcharge this Duty 3 having in 


each of her Holy Offices dire&ed us to 
pray for our King in expreſſions moſt 

She hath indeed been charged as 
ſomewhat laviſh or over-liberal of her 
Devotions in this caſe. But it is a good 
fault, and we little need fear over-do- 
ing in obſervance of. a Precept fo very 
reaſonable, and ſo important 3 ſuppo- 
ſing that we have a due care to 1 
our heart with the Churche's words, 
and to the frequency of Prayers for 
our Prince do confer a ſutable fervency. 
If we be not dead, or meerly formal, we 
can hardly be too copious in this kind 
of Devotion ; reiteration of words cat 
doe no harm, being accompanied with 


ſelf 


I ſelf will bear us out in ſuch a practice 3 
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{the Apoſtle therein by variety of ex- 
preſſion appearing ſolicitous, that abun- 
dance of Prayers for Kings ſhould be 
offered in the Church , and no ſort of 
them omitted. 


There are ſo many General Induce- 
ments to this Duty atall times 3 and 
there are beſide divers Particular Rea- 
ſons enforcing it now, in the preſent 
ſtate and poſture of things. 
Times of trouble, of dan- Pal. 145. 18—. & 18. 6, 


| & 77.2. & 86.7. & 118.5, 
ger, of fear, of darkneſs and * ' No Jace, MN 


perplexity, of diſtraction and Jam.$.13. 2 Chr.6.36—. 
diſtreſs, of guilt, and deſer- Inops Senats auxilit hu- 

: | mani ad deos populum ac 
ved wrath, are moſt feaſona- ya vertit— Liv. 3. 7. & 
ble for recourſe to the Di- 5s: 16. | 
vine help and mercy in Prayer. 
And are not Ours ſuch? +are they not 
much like to thoſe of which the P/al- 
miſt faith , They know not, neither will Pal. 82. 5. 
they underſtand'; they walk on in dark- | 
neſs : all the foundations of the earth are 
out of courſe © or like thoſe of which our 
Lord ipake , when there was por the, .. 
earth diſtreſs of nations, with perplexity ; 26. ” 
mens hearts failing them for fear, and ( *King-19. 
for looking after thoſe things which were o 
coming on the earth £ 

Are 
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- Are not the days gloomy, fo that no l 


humane providence can ſee far, no wiſe- 


Pal. 1075.27 


dom can deſcry the ilue of things ? 

Is it not a very unſettled world, 
wherein all the publick frames are ſha- 
ken almoſt off the hindges , and the 
minds of men extremely diſcompoſed 
with yarious paſſions ; with fear, ſuſpi- 
cion, anger, diſcontent and impatience? 
How from diſſenſions in Opinion do 
violent factions and feuds rage 3 the 
hearts of men boiling with fierce ani- 
moſities, and being exaſperated againſt 
one another, beyond any hapes or vis 


ſible means of recancilement ? 


Pla!l. 129.5. 
a 83. _—_— 


{ 


Are not the fences of Diſcipline caſt 
down ? is there any canſcience made of 
violating Laws? 1s not the dreadof 
Authority exceedingly abated, and all 


Governmentoverborn by unbridled l- 


cencioutnels ? 

How. many Adverſaries are' there, 
bearing ill will to our Sion £ how many 
turbulent, malicious, crafty ſpirits, - ea- 
gerly bent, and- watching for occaſion 


' to ſubvert the Church, to diſturb the 


Plal. 137. 7+ 


State, to introduce confuſion in all 
things? how many Edomites, who fay 
of Jeruſalem,Cboth Eccleſiaſtical and Ct- 
vil, )Dow# with it, down with it even to the 
ground £ Have 
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T Have we not great reaſon to be fear- 
| full of God's juſt diſpleaſure , and. that 
heavy. judgments will be poured on us 
for our manifold hainous provocations, 
and crying Sinsz for the prodigious ' 
owth of Atheiſm, Infidelity, and Pro- 
| Ped? : for the rife practice of all Im- 
pieties, Iniquities, and Impurities, with 
moſt impudent boldneſs, or rather with 
outrageous inſolence; for the extream 
Difſohateneſs in manners, the groſs Neg- 
let or contempt of all Duties, the great 
Stupidity and coldneſs of people gene- 
rally as to all concerns of Religion 3 
for the want of Religious Awe toward 
God, of Charity toward qur neighbour, 
of Reſpect to our Superiours, of Sobri- 
ety in our converſation ; for our Ingra- 
titude for many great Mercies, and In- 
corrigibleneſs under many fore Chaſtife- 
ments, our Inſenftbleneſfs of many plain 
Warnings, loudly calling us to repen- 
tance ? 
| Is not all the world about us in com- 
buſtion, cruel Wars raging every-where, 
and Chriſtendom weltring in bloud ? 
and although at preſent, by God's mer- 
cy, we are free, who knows: but that 
| ſoon, by God's juſtice, the neighbou- 
ring flames may catch-our houſes > 
= 
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In fine, is not ourcaſe palpably ſich; Þ 
that for any good compoſure or re-in« Þ 
ſtatement of things in good order , for 
upholding Truth and found Dottrme, 
for reducing Charity and Peace, for re- 
viving the {pirit of Piety, and bringing 
Verrue again into requeſt, for . preſer- 
. ving State and Church from ruine, we 
can have no confidence or reaſonable | 
hope, but in the good Providence and 
merciful] ſuccour of Almighty God ; 
Ifa. 43. 11. beſide who there is no Saviour; Who a- 
ng = lone 1s the hope of Iſrael, and Saviour 
Wit thereof in time of trouble £ we now ha | 
ving great cauſe to pray with our Lord's 
Matt. 8, 25. Diſciples in the ſtorm, Lord, ſave #9, we 
Upon ſuch Confiderations, and others 
| whereof I ſuppoſe you are ſufficiently 
apprehenſive, we now eſpecially are 
obliged earneſtly to-pray for our Kg, 
that God m mercy would preſerve his 
Royal Perſon, and inſpire his Mind 
with Light, and endue his Heart with 
Grace, and in all things bleſs him'to us, 
_ Ifa. 58. 14, tO be arepairer of onr breaches, and 4 Tt- 
ſeorer of paths to dwell in ; ſo that under | 
hin we may lead a quiet life in all godli- 
neſs and honeſty. | "in 
I have done with the Firſt Duty, 
| ( Pray- 
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* Prayer for Kings , ) upon which I 
Aa the rather © lar ely inſiſted, be- 
cauſe it is very ſeafonable to our preſent 
condition. 


IE. The Other (Thanksgiving ) I ſhall 
but touch, and need not perhaps to doe 
more. For, 

I. As to general Inducements, they 
are the ſame, or very like to thoſe 
which are for Prayer ; it being plain , 
that what-ever we are concerned to 
| we for, when we want it, that we are 

ound to thank God for, when he 


vouchſafeth to beſtow it. And if come 


mon Charity fthould diſpoſe us to reſent 
the Good of Princes with complacence; 
if their Welfare be a publick benefit; if 
eur ſelves are intereſted in it, and par- 
take great advantages thereby 3 if in 
Equity and ingenuity we are bound to 
ſeek it 3 then, ſurely, we are much en- 
gaged to thank God, the bountifull do- 
nour of it, for his goodneſs in confer- 
ring It. 

2. As for particular Motives, ſuting 
the preſent Occaſion, I need not by in- 
formation or impreſſion of them farther 
to ſtretch your patience z ſeeing you 
cannot be ignorant or inſenſible of the 
grand 
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| grand Benefits by the Divine Goodneſs F 
beſtowed on our King, and on ow F 
ſelves, which this day we are bound 
with all gratefull acknowledgment to 
commemorate. Wherefore in ſtead of 
reciting trite ſtories, and urging obvious, 
reaſons, ( Which a ſmall recolletion will 
ſuggeſt to you, ) I ſhall onely. requeſt 
you to joyn with me in the praCtice of 
the Duty, and in acclamation of praiſe - 
to God. | Even fo if OM 
;.King. 1.48. Bleſſed be God , who hath given to 
us ſo Gracious and Benign a Prince, 
( the experiments of whoſe Clemency 
and Goodneſs no hiſtory can parallel, | 
fo fit on the throne of his Bleffed Fa 
ther, and renowned Anceſtours. _ 
Plal.18.45-- Blefled be God, who hath protected 
9. 22223- him in ſo many encounters, hath ſave |. 
him from ſo many dangers and ſnares, 
hath delivered him from fo great trot» | 
bles. : 7 1M 
39 Bleſſed be God, who in ſo wonder- 
|. full a manner, by ſach miraculous trains |] 
| of Providence, did reduce him to his | 
| 


Country, and re-inſtate him'in the pol- 

fefſion of his Rights; thereby vindica- |} 
Plal.g8.2— ting his own juſt Providence, declaring 

OO this ſalvation, and openly ſhewing his right 
<©:"F> Feonſneſs in the [eght of all people: * 
rs TY Y Bleſſed 
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| Bleſſed be God, who in Him. and 
* with. Him did reſtore to us our ancient 
[= conſtitution of Government, our 
ws and Liberties, our Peace and Qui- 
ct 3 reſcuing us from lawleſs Uſurpatt- 
ons and tyrannical Yoaks, from the in- 
{altings of Errour and Iniquity, from 
horrible Diſtra&ions and Confuſtons. _ 
Ever bleſſed be God, who hath tr- Pal. 126; x; 
wed the captivity of Sion; hath raifed 
our Church from the duſt, and re-eſta- 
bliſhed the ſound Dotrine, the decent 
Order, the wholſome Diſcipline there- 
of; hath reſtored true Religion with (1£30;20---) 
ſts ſupports, advantages and encourage- 
ments. 
Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath gran- 
ted us to continue theſe ſixteen years in 
the peaceable fruition of thoſe Bleſſings. 
Praiſed be God, who hath not caſt out Pfal, 66. 20; 
. onr prayer, nor turned his mercy from us. 
£ ; dur be God, who hath turned our 30.11. 
eavineſs into joy, hath put off our ſack- 
cath, and girded us with | iro 
. Let our mouth ſpeak the praiſe of the 14s. 21. 
Lord ; 3 ard let all fleſh oieje his holy Name | 
| for ever and ever. 
The Lord liveth, dvd bleſſed be our 18.4% 
| Rocks and let the God of our ſalvation _ 


be exalied, - 
Dd Blefed 
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 PC.52.18,19, Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael; P: F - 
onely aveth wondrow things ; ant. ble 
be his glorious Name = ever 5 andy i 
ed with his glori. F 


the whole earth be fi 
Amen and Amen. 


Plal. 106.4%, Bleſſed be the Lord God of Tjrael foum | 
$0.2 everlaſting to everlaſting : and let ule 
” 9452. a c 7 Gd af oy * F - 
"68-34— People ſay,” Amen. Praiſe ye the Lord, 
bl ; pa” 16, pF; of : '1 > p be c y | \*d 
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PSAL. 64. 9, 10... 
And all met ſhall fear, and \fball de- 
elare the work, of God z for they ſhall 
wiſely conſider of his doing. 
The righteows ſhall be glad in the Lord, 
dnd ſhall truſt 'in him 5 and all the up- 
right in heart ſhall glory. 


WF we ſhould ſearch about. for.a Caſt 
Þ paralle! to that which we:do now 

commemorate, we ſhould, perhaps, 
hardly find one more'patly ſuch , then 
1sthat which is implied 1n this Palm : 


_—_—C_. 


and if we would know the Duties in- 


eumbent-on us 1n reference to ſuch an 
Occaſion, we could ſcarce better learn 
them other-where then in our Text. 
With attention peruſing the Pfalm, 
we may therein'obſerve, That its great 
Authour was apprehenſive of a defpe- 
rate Plot by a confederacy of wicked 
and ſpitefull enemies, with great craft 
Dd a :-. al 


On Novemby, 
$. 1693, 
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Verſe 5. 


Ver. 2. 


Verf. 7 


Verſ. 8. 


do refer it to the deſigns of Saxt upon 
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and ſecrecy, contrived againſt his ſafety, 
They, faith he, excourage themſelves in an 
evil matter 5 they commune of (orin 


ſnares privily ;, they ſay , Who ſhall ſee 


them That for: preventing the'blojy 
threatned by this def 1gn, ( whereof he 
had ſome glimpſe, or ſome preſumpti- 
on, grounded upon the knowledge of 
their implacable and ative malice,) he 
doth implore Divine protection : Hide 
21e, faith the, from the ſecret counſel] of 
the wicked, from the > ante of t 
workers of iniquity. That he did confide | 
in God's mercy and juſtice for the ſea- 
ſonable defeating , -for the fit avenging 
. . their machination : God, faith wy 
ſhoot at them with an arrow ; ſu ally 
ſhall they berwounded. That they ſho 
themſelves become the dete&ours of 
therr crime, and the inſtruments of the 
exemplary puniſhment due thereto: 
They , addeth he, ſball make their own 
tongue to fall upon themſelves : all the 
ſee them ſhall flee away. 

Such was the Caſe : the which unto 
what paſlage in the hiſtory it doth re- 
Jate, or whether it belongeth to any 
we have recorded, it may not be 
to determine. Expoſitours commonly 


Dani's 
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Davids life. But this ſeeming purely 


conjecture , not founded upon any ex-: 


reſs words, or pregnant intimations 


in the text, I ſhall leave that inquiry in. 


its own uncertainty. It ſufficeth to 
make good its pertinency , that there 
was ſuch a_ miſchievous conſpiracy , 
deeply projefted , againſt David ; ( a 


very great perſonage, in whoſe ſafety 


the publick ſtate of God's people was 
p__—_ concerned ; he being then 
King of Iſrael, at leaſt in defignation , 
and therefore in the precedent Pſalm, 
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endited in Sax/'s time , is ſo ſtyled ; ) Pfal. 63. 11: 


from the peril whereof he by the ſpe- 
cial Providence of God was reſcued , 
with the notable diſappointment and 
grievous confuſion of thoſe who mana- 
ged it. The which Caſe ( at leaſt in 


kind, if not in degree) beareth a plain 


reſemblance to that which lieth before 


us. 
_ . And the Datips which upon that oc- 
calton are ſignified to concern people 
then, do no. leſs now ſort to us ; the 
which, as they lie couched in our Text, 
are theſe : 1. wiſely to conſider God's do- 
ing 5 2. tO fear; 3. to declare God's 
work; 4. to be glad in the Lord; 5. to 


truſt in God 36. to glory. Of which the . 
D 


d 3 Firſt 


| 406 


The Eleventh Sermon. 
Firſt Three are repreſented as moregene 


rally concerning men 5 the others agap- 1 


pertaining more peculiarly to righteous 


and upright perſons. ' |: | 


Thefe Duties it fhall be: my: endea- 
vour ſomewhat to explain and pref, in 
a manner applicable to.the pretent caſe, 
E call them Duties 3. and.ro warrant the 
doing fo, it is requiſite to. conſider, that 
alt thefe particulars may be underfiond 
in a double manner , eather as|declatay 
tive of event, or as dire@ive of prat4 


tice upon fuch emergencies. | 


'When God doth © ititerpoſe'his 


hand, as ſignally to check and confound 


chievous enterpriſes z it will be apt 


to ſtir up in the minds of men an appre- 


henſion of God's fpecial. Providence, to 
ſtrike into their hearts a dread of his 
Power and Juſtice, to wring fromthe 
mouths: ſutable declarations and. ac+ 
knowledgments ; and particularly then 
good men will be affected with pious 
Joy: they will be encouraged to cot 
fide in God, they will be moved-to 
glory, or to expreſs a triumphant ſatif- 


- faction in God's proceedings. : Theſe & 


vents naturally do refult from ſuch-pro- 
vidential occurrences 3 for produCtion 
of theſe events ſuch occurrences. are 

| purpoſely 


s ole WF of 
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L 1 purpoſely deſigned 5 and accordingly 
F (where men are! not by profane, opint- 


ons or affetions much indiſpoſed), they, 
do, commonly. follow. ie 394 
Rut yet they are not propoſed (mmply 
as. Events,. but alſo as matters of. Duty.: 
for men are obliged readily. to admit 
ſuch impreſſions upon their: minds, 
hearts, and lives, from the ſpecial 'works 
of Providence; they are bound; not 
to.croſs thoſe natural tendencies, not-to 
fruſtrate thoſe wiſe intents off God, at- 
ming at the produgion of fuch good 
diſpoſitions and good practices : whence 
if thoſe effects do not ariſe, as often no- 
toriouſly they do not in ſome perſons, 
men thereby do incurre much guilt and 
blame. 
. It is1ndeed ordinary to repreſent mat- 
ter of duty in this way, expreſſing, thoſe 
pradices conſequent in effe&, which in 
obligation ſhould follow, accordipg to 
God's purpoſe, and the nature of cauſes 
ordered by him. As when, for inſtance, 
God in the Law had preſcribed/Duty, 
and: threatned. ſore puniſhment. on the 


diſobedient, it is ſubjoyned, Ard af the Deur. 19.13. 
& 13, 11, & 


people: ſhall hear, and ; fear, and doe no d 
mare preſumptyouſly. : the meaning Is, 


that ſych exemplary puniſhment 1s in 


Dd 4 Its 


408 


] ia, 26, . 


{ſa. 9. 13. 


Jer. 2. 30. 


& $eZ 


Neh. 9. 29, 
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its nature apt, and its defign tendetlity' Y} 
produce ſuch effeds, although not'ever,, Þ 
queſtionle(s; with due ſucceſs, ſo- as ts> } 

prevent all tranſgrefſion of thoſe laws, | 
So alſo, Wher (faith the Prophet ) # 
Judgments are in the land , the'inhabi- 
tants of the world will learn righteouſneſs: 
the ſenſe is, that Divine judgments in 
themſelves are inſtructive of Duty, itis 
their drift-to inform men therein, and 
men ought to learn 'that leſſon from 
them ; although in effe& divers there 
be, whom no judgments can make wi- | 
ſer or better ; ſuch as thoſe of whom in - 

the ſame Prophet it is ſaid , The people 
turneth not unto him that ſmiiteth them; 
and in another, I» vain have 1 ſmitten | 
your children, they received no corre@ion, 
As therefore frequently otherwhere;'fo 
alſo here'this kind of expreſſion may be || 
taken chiefly to import Duty. Tobe | 
gin then with the Firſt of theſe Du- | 
my TOE rr La 


7. We are upon ſich occafions obli- 
ged wiſely to conſider ( or, as the Greek 


xv) 

DOR rendreth it, oueilvei, to underſtand, 07, 
CwHxey Tit 5 
Tranud]a. 


to percerve, as our Old Tranſlation hath 
it ) Gods doing. "This I put in the firſt 
place, as previous in nature, and _ 
| gk _ 
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ential upon 'the reſt : whence(although 
in the Hebrew-it' be knit to the reſt, as: 
they all are to one another, by the con- 
jundiye-particle ve, 4d, yet.) we do 
tranflate 1t cauſally, for they ſhall wiſely 
_ for they ſhall perceive 3; becauſe 
indeed without duly ' confidering, and 
rightly underſtanding ſuch occurrences 
to proceed from God, none of the o0-- 
ther -as can, or will be performed : 
attentive conſideration 1s  needfull to 
beget knowledge and perſuaſion, theſe 
to'breed affection and pradtice. 

There are many who, in ſuch caſes, 
are no-wiſe apprehenſive of God's ſpe- 
cial Providence, or affected with it 3 
becauſe they do not conſider, 'or do not 
conſider wiſely and intelligently. | 

Some are very inobſervant and care- 


| le in regard to things of this nature ; 


ſo drowzy and heedleſs, as not to at- 
tend to what-ever paſleth, or to mind 
what God aQteth in the world : ſuch as 


thoſe of whom the Prophet ſaith, The 16. 5. 13: 


harp and the viol, the tabret and pipe, © 


and wine are in their Us 3 but they res Pal. 28. 5. 
gard not the work, of the Lord, nor the *'* + 


operation of hjs hands; that is, their minds 
are ſo amuſed by wanton divertiſements, 
their hearts are ſo immerſed jn ſenſual 
— _ _ enjoy- 


470 


Pſal. 0 6. 


Pſal. 73+ 22e 
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enjoyments, .as no-wiſe . to] obſerve the, 


molt notable. occurrences of | Pxoyis; 
dence. ] | : "3.2% +50. of 


Others, (although theyi:do-keriand 


regard what 1s'done, as matter of news, 
or ſtory, entertaining curioſity an talks, 
yet) out: of floth or ſtupidity, do little 
conſider it, or ſtudy whence it fprin»: 
geth; contenting themſelves with none, 
or with any ſuperficial account, which 
fancy or- appearance ſugpeſteth- :: like 
beaſts, they da take in things obvious 
to their ſenſe, and perhaps ſtand gazing 
on them ; but do not make any care 


reflexion, or inquiry into their original 


cauſes and reaſons ; taking (as a dog, 
when he biteth the ſtone flung at him, 
or as a child that is angry with the log 


hefalleth on) what-ever appeareth next, 


to be the principal cauſe : ſuch as the 
Pfalnuſt again toucheth, when he faith, 
A brutiſh man: khnoweth not , neither da 

a fool underſtand this 5 and as he dath 
acknowledge himſelf on one occaſion 
to have been 5; So fooliſh was. [, and: igs 


norant 5 I was as. a beaſt before thee. 


Others pretend to conſider much, 


and ſeem very inquiſitive 5. yet (be 
miſguided by vain prejudices, Ky: 
affections) do not conſider wiſely, - 

wei 


a th. _ ' P——_ co ©@a. A F I 
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} well underſtand; theſe. matters 5, the re- 
{ ſal; of their care and ſtudy about them 
ing. to. father them on wrong cauſes, 


_— to the. meer conduct and 


agency of vidible cauſes, hurried” by a 
neceflary ſwindge, or rolling -on by a 
caſhal faCtuation of things 3- not deſcry- 
ing: God's hand in ther, -but profanely 
Nunling and. diſclaiming, it : ſuch as 
thoſe in the- Palms, who. ſo. reflected 
on Providence, as to ſay, How doth (zo Plal: 73. 1. 
know ? and is there knowledge. in the 
Moſt bigh £ The Lord doth not fee, nei- Pal. 94.7; 
ther doth the. God of Jacob regard it - * 10. LH. 
ſuck as hath been the brood of Epicyre- 
42 and profane confiderers in all times, 
who have earneſtly plodded, and ftrai- 
ned their wits, to exclude -God- from 
mr inſpecion or influence.upon Our at- 

Irs, 4 GL 
- Some indecd there have been ſo very 
dull and ftupid; or ſ6 perverſe and pro- 

. fane, as not to diſcern. God's' Hand , | 
' When it was made baxe, raiſed «Ap, and Iſa. $2. 10. 
| firetched out in the atchievement of Exod- 14.8. . 
| . moſt prodigious works not. to reade —_— - ” 
Providence, when ſet forth in the lar- Lord, when 
geſt and faireſt print ; ſuch as. thoſe of 3,419 4, 
whom 'tis ſaid in. the Pſalm, * Our fathers will not ſee, 
waderſiood nat . thy monders in Reope 3 *Plal. 106.1. 
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and thoſe of whom 'tis obſerved inthe | 
Joh. 12. 37- Goſpel, Though he had done ſo many mi- © 
racles before them, yet they believed mit: © 


ſuch as the mutinous people, who, al- 


Num.16. 32, though they beheld the earth ſwallowing +, 


352 4l wap Corah with his complices, and « fire 
from the Lord conſuming the men that 
offered eaſt z yet preſently did fall a- 

0 


> 4 


crarging 


wonder then, if many do not perceive 
the ſame Hand, when it is wrapp'd up 
| Ina complication with inferiour cauſes; 


when it 1s not lifted up fo high, or fo. 
far extended in miraculous performan- | 


CES. *t 
The fpecial Providence of Godin 
events here effefted or ordered by him, 


is indeed _ commonly - not diſcernible 


without good judgment and great cate; 
It is not commonly impreſſed upone- 
vents in charaQers ſo big and clear, 4 
to be legible to every eye, or toany 


eye not endued with a ſharp perſpics 


cy, not applying an induſtrious 
fulne(s : the ws. 

| and ſubtile to be deſcried by a dimme 
ſight, with a tranſient glance, or upon 
a groſs view : it is ſeldome ſo very coll- 
ſpicuous,;” that perſons incredulous, Or 
; | : any* 


ſes and Aaron, ſaying, Tr 
have killed the uw of the Lord, No + 


s thereof are too fine 


*-- 
_ 
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| any-wiſe indifpoſed to admit it, can 


eafily be convinced thereof, or conſtrai- 
ned to acknowledge it : it is often (up- 
on many: accounts, from many cauſes) 
very obſcure, and not eaſily diſcernible 
to. the moſt- ſagacious, moſt watchfull, 
moſt willing ' obſervers. For, the 1n- 
ſtruments of Providence being free a- 
gents, ating with unaccountable varie-. 
ty, nothing can happen which may not 
be imputed'to them, with ſome colou- 
rable pretence. Divine and humane 1n- 
fluences are ſo twiſted and knit toge- 


ther, that-it is. hard to ſever them. The 


manner of Divine efficacy is fo very ſoft 


and gentle, that we cannot eaſily trace 


its footſteps. God an, Fs not com- 
monly to exert his; hand 1n a. notorious 
way, but often purpoſely doth conceal 
it. Whereas alſo it is not fit to charge 
upon -God's ſpecial hand of Providence 


any event, wherein fpecial ends of wiſe- 


dom or goodneſs do not ſhine ; it 18 of- 
ten hard to: diſcover ſuch ends, which 
uſually are -wrapp'd in perplexities ; 
becauſe God acteth vayiouſly, (accor- 


_ding to the circumſtances of things, and - 


the diſpoſition, capacity, or ſtate of ob- 
jeds,) ſo as to doe the fame thing for 
different ends, and different things _ 

. the 
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the ſantic and; becauſs' there are tafia 


rent ends; ufito which Providence "8 | 


various oder 'and meaſtre hath repard, | 
which” out” ſhort and tiarrow 'proſpet 
carinot reach : becauſe 'God;"#h proſe | 
cution of his ends, ts not wont to pre 
ceed in the'moſt dire arid compendi6iiz 
way 3 but windeth about 'in a lafpe | 
circuit, enfolding many concurverit and 
ſubordinate deligns': becauſe the expt- 
diency of things tobe permitted or 'p&t- 
formed'doth not conliſt in fingle 'ath 
Or evetits; Bute in many conſpiring tO 
one cointion end : beckſe 'we catitiot 
apprehend the conſequences, not'bi- 
lance the conveniencics'of things In'6f- 
der to / ends : becauſe we ute th : 
to meathre,' things by their cone 
to our opinions, , expeXttons, 
fefions : becaiiſe marty proceed wa 
God depend upon 'groimds'tmac 
to 'otir apprehenſfon 3 ſuch-as His on 
ſecret Decrees, the knowledge of wei 
thoughts, doſe -puxpoſes, — 
figns, true qualifications and mertts 
his preſeience of contingent events, ab 
What the reſult will be from rhe:con- 
bination of 'numberlefs cauſes : becauſ 
ſometimes he doth a& in methods of 
wiſedom, and by rules of — } 
0g 
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T | wg 6ur.-capacity to know, either 
from the” finiteneſs of our nature, or the 
kebleneſs of our reafon, or the mean- 
neſs of our fſtate;, and circumſtances 
here ; becauſe alſo the Divine admini- 
{tration of affairs hath no:-compleat de- 
termination or final - Hlue -here 3 that 
[being reſerved to the great day of rec- 
koning and judgment. : It 1s farther alſo 
expedient , that ' many, | occurrences. 
ſhould be puzzling to us, to quaſhour 
preſumption, = exerciſe our faith, to 
quicken. our induſtry, to:engage us up- 
A adoring: that. wikabom, Shich we 
cannot: comprehend. :./Upon ſuch -ac- 
counts, for: ſuch -cauſes, ( which time 
_will not-grive me leaveto-explain and 
exemplifie) the ſpeciabiPtovidence::of 
God is often cloudy, is ſeldom fo-clear, 
that without great . heed and confide- 
ration -we can perceive it. But-how- 
ever to doe ſo is plainly our duty; and 
therefore poſlible, BI 
For.our Reaſon was not-given us to 
be idle-upon fo important occaſions ; 
'or that we ſhould be as brute Speda- 
tours of -what God doeth. He, ſurely, 
in the Governance of his nobleſt crea- 
ture here diſcovereth his Being , and 
diſplayeth his Attributes : we therefore 
T < CdIC- 


Fs 


, 


Plal.107. 43: 


Jer. 9. 24- 


: Hof. 11. 9. 


eſs in the earth. Who is wiſe £ - 
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carefully ſhould: obſerve it. He there: F 


by (apd no otherwiſe in a publick way) 
doth continually ſpeak, and fignifie tg 
us his mind : and fit it 1s, that we his 


 fubje&ts ſhould hear, ſhould attend to 


the leaſt mtimations of his. pleaſtire,: T6 
him thence glory ſhould accrue ; the 
which who but we can render 2 and 
that we may render it, we muſt know 
the grounds of it. In fine, for the fup- 


port of God's Kingdom, for upholding 
the reverence due to his adminiſtration 
.of juſtice among ns, it is equine 
by apparent diſpenſation: 0 


' is 


recomper 
ces Duty ſhould 'be encouraged, and 
diſobedience checked : - very. fooliſh 


therefore we muſt be, if we regard not 
 tuch difpenfationss  , 
- So Reafon difateth; and Holy Scrip- 

. ture more plainly declareth our oblipats- 
-on to conſidor,and perceiveGod's doings. 
: To doe ſo 1s: recommended to' us asa 


ſingular point of wiſedom : Whoſo # 
wiſe, and will obſerve theſe things, they 


ſhall underſtand the loving-kindneſs of 


the Lord. Let him that glorieth glory m 
this, that he underſtandeth and knoweth 
me, that I am the Lord, which exercife 
loving-kindneſs, judgment and righteonſ- 


1 I = D..,D- 


*2w'8=> ©oxQqQ = =B 
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F* ſhall underſtand theſe things 3 prot 

| dent 2 and he ſhall know them. For the 

ways of the Lord are right, &c. We are 
vehemently provoked thereto : Uzder- Phil. 94.8. 
fland,. ye brutiſh among the people. and, 

Je fools, when will ye be wiſe ? They are 

reproved for negle&t and defailance , 

who do not regard the work, of the Lord, Pal. 28.5. 
nor the operation of his hand. The not bs 6. _ 
diſcerning Providence 1s reproached as - 

a piece: of ſhamefull folly z A brutiſh Pial.92. 6, 
man knoweth not , neither doth 4 fool _ 
underſtand 5 and of wofull pravity ; (1%. 26-11.) 
* O ze hypocrites, ye can diſcern the face era 
of the shie 5 butt how 3s it that ye cannot lifted up,they 
diſcern this time 2 To contemplate and 37m Lage 
ſtudy Providence is the praftice of marr. 16. 3. 
| Good men. I will meditate on all thy via. 19. 12 + 
works, faith the Plalmiſt, chiefly reſpec- £143: 5: 
ting works of this kind : and, The works efal. 111. 2; 
of - the Lord are great, ſought out of all 

them that have pleaſure therein. It is a 

fit matter of Devotion, warranted by 

the practice of good men, to implore 

God's manifeſtation of his Juſtice and 

Power this way. O Lord God,to whom Pal. g4.1, 2: 
vengeance belongeth, ſhew thy ſelf + lift 

wp thy ſelf, thou Judge of the earth. Tt 

is God's manner hereby to notifie him- 

ſel. The Lord is known by the judg- Pal. g.16, 


E e ment 
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ry purpoſe doth interpoſe his Hand 


Pla!.109. 27. that men may know that it is his Hint. 


and that the Lord hath done it ; that (4 1. 


Iſa, 41. 20+ jt 13s nn FE ay ) they may ſee, and know, 
and conſider, and underſtand together, 


(Ezck.7.27.) that the Hand of the Lord hath done this; 


God thereby doth ſup- . ? 
port and encourage good hath created it. He mana- 


men, © g geth things ſo, that men may 
He" doth thereby con- 
vince and confound itl 
men. Pſal. g. 19, 20. 
He thereby doth inſtru& 
all men. Tſa. 26. 9, 


be induced to acknowledge 
his authority, and his equ- 
ty in the management there- 
Pol. $9: 13: of ; that they may know, that he whoſe 


© 62, *g7 Name is Jehovah, ze the moſt High our 
Phl, $8, IT, all the earth ; that they may ſay, fr | 


there is a reward for the righteous, veri 


there 3s a God that judgeth the earth. 
In fine, the knowledge of Gore 


cial Providence 1s frequently repre 


ted as a mean of nouriſhing. our. faith } 
and hope in him, as a ground of thank- 


fulneſs and praiſe to him, as an inceſt 


tive of the beſt affections (of holy joy, 


and humble fear, and hearty love) to- 


ward him : wherefore we ought to ſeek 


It, and we may attain it. 


There are confequently ſome diſtine- 
tive marks or characters, by which we] 
| may 


ment that he executeth: He for this ved | 


and the Holy one of Iſa 


be brought to know, nly 


a tad. tad fnafn., af, 4% tb ©@an __ ok tan St 8 #wu@ctnn 0% "aA R8&- 
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| tnay perceive God's Hand :- arid ſuch 


may theſe be which follow, (drawn 
fom the ſpecial nature, manner, ad- 


| jancs, and conſequences of events: ) 


n which may be grounded Rules 
declarative of ſpecial Providence, ſach 
3s commonly will hold; although ſome- 
times they may admit exceptions, and 
ſhould be warily applied, | 

1. Fhe wonderfull Strangeneſs of E- 
vents, compared: with the ordinary 


| courſe of things, or the. natural] influ- 


ence of cauſes: when effeds are per- 
formed by no viſible means; or - by 


means diſproportionate, unſutable, re- 
Pugnant to the effeq. Sometimes great 


exploits are atchieved, mighty forces 
ae diſcomfited, huge ſtructures are de- 
moliſhed, deſigns backed with all ad- 
vantages of wit and ſtrength are con- 
founded, none-knows how, by no con- 


| fiderable means that appear:;: Nature- 


ning up in arms” againſt them's .panick 
fears. ſeifing on- the abetters of them 3 
dillenfions and 'treacheries ſpringitig up 
among the aftours ; ſudden deaths ſnat- 
ching away. the. principal inſtruments 


of them. As, when the ſtars i: their Judg. 5. 26; 
| courſes fought. againſt Siſera + when the Aug. de Civ, 
winds and skies became auxiliaries to >: 5: 26- 


EEC'9 Theodo- | 
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x Sam.7. 10. Theodoſis + when the Lord  thundred | 


2 Sam. 22, 


gp with a great thunder upon the Phil; ines, 


2 King. 7. 6. exe before Iſrael : when the Lord made 
=" 55 the hoſt of Syrians to hear a noiſe of 
chariots, f horſes, of a great hoaſt 5-— 
whence they aroſe and fled : when the 
2 Chron. 20. children of Ammon and Moab ſtood w 


23s againſt the inhabitants of mount Seir, 


utterly to. flay and deſtroy them; and 


when they bad made an end of the inhes 
bitants | of Seir, every one helped. to de: 
2 King. 19. ſiroy another : when the. Angel of the 
35- Lord went out, and ſmote in the. camp 
of the Aſſyrians 185000 men 3 and when 
they aroſe early in the morning, behold 
they were 'all : dead corpſes : when the 


mighty. power of Artiochies was, asits- 


Dan.8. 25. ſaid, 'to be broker without hands : and 
Dan.2.45- When, as. it is foretold, a ſtone, cut out of 


the mountain without haznds, ſhould break | 


in pieces the-iron, the braſs; the clay, the 
flver, and: the: gold.” Such. Events do 
ſpeak God.to be their:cauſe, by bis 10- 


viſible efficacy ſupplying the defe&t of } 


apparent means. .. - -.: 1k 
: { So likewiſe, when by 
Vid. Artabant Orat. apud yyeak forces great feats are 


rod, Polymn. pag. 246, . 
Tikes Kher. wave 588, © accompliſhed, and impoten- 


cy triumpheth aver might: 
| when 


and diſcomfited them, and they were ſmit. | 
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' when (as the Prophet faith) the cap- Ia. 45. 25. 
' tives of the mighty are taken away, and 
' the prey of the terrible is - delivered : | 
| when Ore mar ( as is promiſed) doth Joſh 23.10- 
chaſe a thouſand, and two put ten thou- ain 32.30. 
ſand to flight : when *a ſtripling, furni- * 1 Sam- 37+ 
ſhed onely with faith and a pebble, 5: 
ſhall knock down a monſtrous Giant, 
' armed with a helmet of braſs and a 
coat of mail, with a huge target, ſword 
and ſpear : when ſucceſſes arrive like 
thoſe recorded in Scripture under the . 
conduct of Foſhna, Gideon, Jonathan, Judg. 7.7. 
Aſa, Jebaſaphat, wherein very ſmall for- aw I4* 
ces, by uncouth means, did ſubdue for- 2 chron. 14. 
midable powers : This doth argue that 1— 
God doth interpoſe, * with whone (as it £20403517 
6s faid) it zs all one to ſave by many, oy 14. _. 
by few, and thoſe that have no power ; * "+14: 6. 
whoſe power is perfected in weakneſs 5 2 Cor. 12-9. 
who breaketh the arm of the wicked, and Job 12. 21. 
weakeneth the ſtrength of the mighty, and £35 15: _ 
delivereth the poor from him that is too i 37-29% 4 
ſtrong for him. TE 
Alſo, when great policy and craft do om. Sf | 
effe&t nothing, but are blaſted of them- 4 verſe 11. 
elves, or batfled by ſimplicity : when 
cunningly-laid deſigns are ſoon thwar-- 
ted and overturned : when moſt perſpi- 
cacious and profound counſellours are 2$am.15.31. 
"BE 4 fo 


o» 


Pd 
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" ſo blinded, or ſo infatuated, as to thib | 


take jn plain . caſes, to overſee things 

moſt obvious.and palpable : when pro, 

| fane, malicious, ſubtle, treacherous Po- 
Kuffinus, Iticians ( fuch as Abimelech, Achitophel, 
d DR. ; : DERY . 
de Luna,8c- Ny like occurring in ſtory) are not one- 
ly ſupplanted in their wicked contri- 

vances, but diſmally chaſtiſed for them: 


Theſe occurrences do. more then ink- 


3 _nuate Divine wiſdom to mtervene, 


countermining and confounding fuch 
devices. For he it is who (as the Scrip- 
Iſa, 44; 25- ture telleth us) maketh the diviners mad; 


turneth wiſe men backward, and. maketh | 


Job g.12,13. their kaowledge fooliſh , diſappointeth thi 

Qſ33. 10) devices of 0 4 ſo hr their hands 
cannot perform their enterprize ; taketh 

Beale mA the wiſe itt their 01 fins and tur- 

| jvwrgy $55 eth down the counſell of the froward 
| headlong. 


When-ever a juſt cauſe, or honeſt de- | 


ſign, without any ſupport or ſuccour 


of worldly means, (without: authority, | 


power, wit, learning, eloquence,) doth 
againſt. all: oppoſition of violence and 
art prevail : this ſignifieth him to yield 
a ſpecial countenance and aid thereto, 


who. (to depreſs humane pride, and a& } 


- 5 I 27; yance his own glory ) hath _y 


—n a> ww. wan. 


Aman, Sejauws, Stilico, Borgia, with ma» | 


00 7 | oo en gtnkmen AS. oa aun tw XQYy NA R8NÞﬀ<amly jar AS wy, ans pPud pA, ua 89X= 
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F fooliſh things of the world, to confound 
| hr oh 5 C4 the weak things of the 
world, to confound the things that are 
mithty; and baſe things of the world, 
and things which are deſpiſed, and things 
that are not, to bring to nought things 
that are : (that are with us in moſt re- 
queſt and eſteem.) 
Again, when plots, with extream 


\ caution and ſecrecy contrived in dark- 


 nefs, are by improbable means, by un- 
accountable accidents - diſcloſed and 


brou ht to light - 4 bird of the air ( as Eccles 10,20s 
the Jo, 


iſe man ſpeaketh) telling the mat- 


ter 5 the ſtones in the wall ( as It is in Hab. 2.11, 


the Prophet) crying out Treaſon. The 
King cannot fleep 3 to divert him the 
Chronicle is called for ; Mordecaz's ſer- 
vice 1s there pitched on ; an 1nquiry 1s 
| made concerning his recompence 3 ho- 
nour 1s decreed him: ſo doth Amzar's 
cruell device come out. Pity ſeiſeth 
on a pitilels heart toward one among 
a huge number of innocents devoted to 
{laughter 3 that he may be ſaved, a Let- 
ter muſt be ſent 3 in that, words infer- 
ted ſuggeſting the manner of execution; 
that carried to the wiſe King, who pre- 
ently ſmelleth it out : ſo This day's Plot 
was. diſcovered. Such events, whence 
Ee 4 can 
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can they well proceed, but from the . | 

(el.121.4.) all-piercing and ever-watchfull care of 

Job 34-21. him, whoſe eyes (as Elihu faith) are up- 

on the ways of man, and he ſeeth all his 

\ Job 34- 22 g071gs £ There is 10 darkneſs, nor ſhadow 

of death, where the workers of iniquity 

ge» 26.6. ſhall hide themſelves : For Hell js nahed 

_ before him, and deſtruian hath na <- 
Heb.4. 13- ering. © - | 

4m-9.% Allo, whenill men by their perverſe 

wuineſs do notably befool and enſnare 

themſelves, laying -trains_ to blow. up 

their own deſigns, involving themſelves 

1n that ruine and- miſchief into which 

they ſtudied to draw others 3 as when 

x Sam.18.25. 9al, expoſing David's life to hazzard, 

encreaſeth his honour 5 when the Per. 

{an Nobles, incenſing the King againſt 

Daniel, do occaſion his growth 1n fa- || 

Dan. 6. 24. vour, with their own deſtruction; when .' 

Aman, by contriving 'to deſtroy God's 

people, Li advance them, and rearing . 

a. gallows for Mordecai, doth prepare it 

for himſelf : when it happeneth accor- 

ding to thoſe paſlages in the Pſalms, 

Pſal. 19.2. The wicked are taken in the devices that 

8 ' g they imagined ; In the net which they bid 

& 140. s. #s their own foot taken 5 He made afit 

Plal. 7: 15» and digged it , and is fallen into the 

Publo 16. ditch which he made 5 His miſchief ſal 

"Flal. 5. no. © De refurs 
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return upon his onn head, and his violent 

dealings ſhall come upon his own pate<- 

Theſe are pregnant evidences of God's 

juſt and wiſe Providence : for, The Lord Pal. g. 2. 

is known by the judgment that he execu- 

teth ; the wicked is ſnared in the work of 

his own hand. | 

_ All ſach occurrences, containing 1n 

them ſomewhat, if not downrightly mi- _ 

|  raculous, | yet very admirable, in like 

manner defle&ing from the: ſtream of 

humane affairs, as miracles do ſurmount 

' the courſe of nature, moſt reaſonably 

may, moſt juſtly ſhould be aſcribed to 

| the ſpecial operation of him, who opely Pal. 72: 18: 

| doeth wonderfull things. | NI 

2. Another character of ſpecial Pro- 
vidence is, the Seaſonableneſs, and Sud- 

denneſs of Events. When that which in 

' itſelf is not ordinary, nor could well be 

\ expected, doth fall out happily, in the 

| nick of an exigency, for the relief of 

innocence, the encouragement of good- 

| neſs, the ſupport of a good cauſe, the 
furtherance of any; good purpoſe ; ( fo 
thar there is occaſion to acknowledge | 

With the Prophet , Thou didſt terrible 1.64. 3. 

things, that we looked not for : ) This is 
a ſhrewd indication, that God's Hand is 
then concerned ; not onely the event 


being 
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being notable, but the connexion there. 

of with circumſtances of need being 

more admirable. 4 | 

Thus in time of diftreſs and deſpon- 

dency, when a man is utterly forlom, 

and deſtitute of all viſible relief, when 

Pſal. 142. 4. ( as the Pfalmiſt ſpeaketh ) refuge fat- 
qr gut : leth him, and no man careth for his ſoul ; 
FHeb. 4 if then * QDrzp. braun, an opportune 
| ſuceour doth. arrive; he is then unreaſos 
nable, and ingratefull , if he doth not 

avow a ſpecial Providence, .and thank- 

fully aſcribe that event unto him who is 

Pſal. 46. x. 0#r refuge and ſtrength, a very preſent 
path.» wn help in trouble 5, * a ſtrength to the poor, a 
_. & 27: 8. ſtrength to the needy in his diſtreſs, a re- 
i 69. 14— fuge from the ſtorm, a ſhadow from the © 
* Iſa.25.4.8 Peat 5 ||the hope of Iſrael, and the Saviour 
33s 2; thereof in time of trouble. This 1s that, 
\ Jer. 14-2- for which in the 107. Pſal the Divine 
' Goodneſs is ſo magnificently celebrated; 
Plal. 107. 8, this is the burthen of that pathetical 
1521431. rapture, wherein we by repeated wilhes 
and exhortations are inſtigated to bleſs 

God ; his wonderfully relieying the 

children of men in their need and dif- 

treſs : this is that, which God himſelf in 

the Prophet repreſenteth as a moſt fatif- 

factory demonſtration of his Providence. 

Ia. 41.17; When the poor and needy ſeek water, and 
&c, | there 


/ 
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there is none, and their tongue faileth for 
thirſt ; I the Lord will hear them, I the 
God of Facob will not forſake them : I 
will open rivers in high places, and foun- 
tains in the midſt of the valleys, &c. That 
they tay ſee, and know, and conſtder, and 
wnderftand together, that the Hand of the 
Lord hath done this, and the Holy one of 
Iſrael hath created it. 
So alſo, when peſtilent enterprizes 
( managed by cloſe fraud, or by impe- 
tuous violence ) are brought to a head, 
and come near to the point of being 
executed ; the ſudden detection, or ſea- 
ſonable obſtruction of them , do argue 
the ever-vigtlant Eye, and the all-pow- 
erfull Hand to be engaged. God ever 
doth ſee thoſe deceitfull workers of in- 
1quity, laying their miſchief in the dark ; 
he is always preſent at their cabals, and 
clandeſtine meetings, wherein they 
brood upon it. He often doth fuffer 
It to grow on to a pitch of maturity, 
till it Ge thoroughly formed, till it be 
ready to be hatched, and break forth in 
its miſchievous effets; then in a trice 
he ſhappeth and cruſheth it to nothing. 
* God beholdeth violent men ſetting out 
in their unjuſt. attempts, he letteth 
them proceed on in a full carcer, untill 
0 they 
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Efth. 3. 


Exod. 14- 


2 King. 19. 


28, 


.2 Mac.9.,4--- 


Joſep. 18, 12. 


Chryſoſt. in 
Babylam, 0 


Yat. 2. 
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they reach the edge of their defignz 
then inſtantly he checketh, putteth in a, 
ſpoak, he ſtoppeth, he tumbleth them 
own, or turneth them backward, 
Thus was Amaz's plot daſhed, when he 
had procured a Royal Decree, when he 
had fixed a time , when he had iſſued 
forth letters to deſtroy God's people. 
Thus was Pharaoh overwhelmed, when 
he had juſt overtaken the children of 
Iſrael. Thus were the deſigns of Abj- 
melech, of Abſalom, of Adonijah, of San- 
ballat nipped. Thus when Sennacherib 
with an unmatchable hoaſt had encam- 
ped againſt Fernſalem, and had to ap- 
pearance ſwallowed it, God did put 4 
hook into his noſe,and turned him back in- 
to his own land, Thus when Antiochw 
was marching on furiouſly , to accom- 
pliſh his threat of turning Jer«ſalem in- 
to a charne], a noiſom diſeaſe did inter- 
cept his pragreſs. Thus when the pro- 
fane Calzgula did mean to cularge his 
bloudy rage on the Fews, for refuſing tg 
worſhip him, a domeſtick ſword did 


preſently give vent to his reyengetfull 


breath. Thus alſo, when J-lian had by 


| his policy and his authority projefted 


Naz.Orat. 4 to overthrow our Religion, his plat 


ſoon was quaſhed, and his life ſnapped 
: away 
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away by an unknown hand. Thus, 
when-ever the enemy doth come in like aa. $9.19. 
floud, (threatning immediately to over- 

flow, and overturn all things,) the Spi- 

rit of the Lord doth lift up a ſtandard a- 

gainſt him ; that is, God's ſecret efficacy 

doth: ſuddenly reſtrain and repreſs his (Job 38.11.) 
outrage. This uſually is the method of | 
Divine Providence. God could pre- 

vent the * beginnings of wicked deſigns; * xi 5 wi 
he could ſupplant them in their firſt on- —_— . 
ſets 5 he could any-where ſufflaminate $36 ws 


and ſubvert them : but he rather win- Tn#ny, &c. 
Vid. Chryl. 


then * 278 wnyavrs, ſurpriſingly, unex- * Nec Deus 
ans 2 P PE interſit , nift 

p : dignus vindi- 

ſuccour : ſo declaring how vain theipre- ce nodus In- 


ſumption is of impious undertakers; #4" 
how needfull and ſure his protection is 

over innocent people ; how much rea- 
ſon the one hath to dread him, and the . 
other to confide in him. Then is God 

ſeen, then his care and power will be 
acknowledged , when he ſnatcheth us 

from the jaws of danger, when our Soul pal. 124.5. 
doth ſcape as a bird out of the ſnare of 

the fowler. | 


3. A- 
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'--3. Another character of ſpecial Pres 
vidence 1s, the great Utility and Bene- 
ficialne(s of Occurrences, eſpecially in 
regard to the publick ſtate of things, 
and to great perſonages, in whoſe wek 
fare the publick 1s much concerned. To 
entitle every petty chance that arriveth 
to ſpecial Providence, may fignifie . - 
lightneſs 5 to father on God the miſ: 
chiefs ifluing from our fin and folly , 

may favour of profaneneſs : but to + 

Magra dii {crthe every grand and beneficial event 
an pack? excl unto his good Hand, hath ever beenire- 
Cic. 2..ds puted wifedom and juſtice. * It hath been 
_ Fee ., ( faith Balbys in Cicero ) 4 common opii 
a ng es. 1104 among the ancients, that what-ener 
'tratem gene- did. bring great _ to. mankind, wat 
A —_— never. done without Divine goodneſs to- 
on ſine Di- ward men, And well might they deem 
cin4 jontrate ſo, ſeeing to doe {o is molt agreeableto 
:eri arbitra. his nature, and: appertaining to his 
wr. Cic. charge 3 and may appear to. be fo by 
FL "__ " good argumentation 4 przori. For, that 
God doth govern our:affairs, may be 
deduced. from his efſlential Attributes 3 
and, conſequently, that. he doth in eſpe 
cial manner order theſe things, which | 
are the moſt proper and worthy objeds 
of his governance. God indeed doth 
not diſregard any thing 3 he watchetl 


over 


& 
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over the leaſt things by his general and 
ordinary Providence ; ſo that nothing 
in nature may deviate from its courlſe , 
or tranſgreſs the bounds preſcribed to it. 
He thereby cloatheth the graſs of the field; _ 6. 30s 
He provideth for the raven his food, and = —_ T 
the young lions ſeek their meat from hin ; Job 38. 39. 
without his care * 2 ſparrow doth not fall pore apt gr 
to the ground ; by it all the hairs of ow wo. 
head are numbred, But his more ſpecial 
 handof Providence is chiefly employ- 
ed in managing affairs of great moment 
and benefit to mankind ; and peculiar- 
ly thoſe .which concern his people, 
who do profeſs to worſhip and ſerve 
him 3; whoſe welfare he tendreth with 
more then ordinary care and affeftion. 
He therefore hath a main ſtroke in all Pan 4 25: 
revolutions and changes of State : he OY 
prefideth -1n all great counſels, and un- 
dertakings ; in the waging of war, in Pal. 46. 9- 
the ſettlement of peace 3 in the diſpen- Prov. 21.31. 
ſation of victory and good ſucceſs. He Ts = 
1s peculiarly intereſted in the protectt- 
on of Princes, the chief Miniſters of his Sap. 5. 4: 
Kingdonr; and in preſervation of his 
people, the choice object of his care , 
trom violent invaſions, and treacherous 
ſurpriſts 3 ſo as to prevent diſaſters in- 
cident, or to deliver from them. 1: , 
e 
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he that ( as the Pſalmiſt faith ) doth F 


give ſalvation unto Kings; who delivgs 


reth David his ſervant from the hurtful 


dy i & ford. Tt is he that continually * keepeth 
*Plal.n21.4. 1/7ael without ever ſleeping, or ſlumbring ; 


Jer. 14-8. 
Pfal, 46. 5. 


Pal. 94. 14- 


Iſa. $4. 17. 


Pſal, 3. 8. proſper that ſalvation belongeth to the 
Lord, and his bleſſing is upon his people, 
When therefore any remarkable event ; 


who is the hope of Iſrael, and the Savi- 


our thereof, who is in the midſt of her,” 


that ſhe ſhall not be moved; who hath 
declared, that he will help her, and that 
right early ; that he will not caſt off his 
people, nor forſake his inheritance that 
210 weapon formed againſt his Church fhal 


highly conducing to the publick good 


Pſal. 129. 4. 
(0. 7.) 


of Church, or State, -( ſupporting-them 


in a good condition, or reſcuing them * 
from imminent danger, ) doth appear, : 
it is moſt reaſonable and moſt juſt, to © 
- aſcribe the accompliſhment thereof to 


God's Hand. When any pernicious en- 


terprize, levelled againft . the ſafety of } 


Prince and people, is diſappointed, it 
is fir we ſhould profeſs and fay, The 
righteous Lord hath hewen the ſnares of 

the ungodly in pieces. pe 
4. Another like mark of ſpecial Pro- 
vidence is, the Righteouſneſs of the caſe, 
or the Advantage ſpringing from Events 
unto 
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F unto the maintenance of Right , the 
F viddication of Innocence , the defence 
$ of Truth, the encouragement. of Piety 
F 2nd Vertue. God naturally is the Judge 
$ of right , the Guardian of innocence , 

{ the Patron of truth, and Promoter of 

| goodneſs. The Lord 3s a refuge to the Pal. 9. 9. 
| oppreſſed : He is a Father of the father- Plal. 58. $. 
leſs, and a Fudge of the widow : He will ry wn 
maintain the cauſe of the afflied, and the vt rape 
right of the poor + * He executeth righteouſ- OO 
| neſs, and judgment for all that are oppreſ=<% © 

ſed - He bleſſeth the righteous, and come Pal. 5. 12: 
paſſeth him with favour as with a ſhield © 

He preſerveth the ſouls of the righteous ; Pal. 97. Io. 
nd delivereth. them out of the hand of <3 
the ungodly : All his paths, are mercy and Pal. —__ 
treth; unto ſuch as keep his covenant and 
bis teſtimonies. Whenjever therefore 
Right is oppreſſed, or perillouſly inva- 

dec 3 when Innocence 1s groſsly abu- 
{d,or ſorely beſer 5 when Piety is fierce- 
ly oppoled, or cunningly undermined 5 
| when good men for the profeſlion of 
| Truth, or the practice of Vertue; are 
perſecuted, or grievoully threatned with 
| miſchief: then may we preſume that 
God is not unconcerned, nor will prove 
' backward to reach forth his ſuccour. 
And when accordingly we find that ſig- 
9 Fr nal 
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nal aid or deliverance do then arriye 
it is moſt reaſonable to ſuppoſe , that 
God particularly hath engaged himſf, 
and exerted his power 1n their behalf. 
For, ſeeing it is his proper and peculia 
work, ſeeing it moſt becometh and be 


hoveth him to appear in ſuch caſes, af. | 


fording his helpfull countenance; when 

he doth it , we ſhould be ready to ac- 

fa. 66.14. knowledge it. In ſach a caſe, The hand 
of the Lord ſhall be known toward his ſer: 

wants, and bis indignation toward hi 

enemies, ſaith the Prophet. | 

5. Another character' 1s, the Corre- 

ſpondence of Events to the Prayers and 

defires of good men. For _ it s 


Pſ. 69. 13— | ; 
_ . the duty, and conſtant practice © 


& 140. 6. & MEN, In all exigencies to implore Gods} 


60. 1. & help; ſeeing ſuch Prayers have, a 
pp S. James telleth us, a mighty energy, 
it being God's property, by them to 
Plal. 35.9. moved to impart his powerfull all 
ſtence 3 ſeeing God moſt plainly and 
frequently hath declared , and obliged 
Pal. 34 15. himſelf by promiſe, that he will hear 


& 91-15 ® them, ſo as to perform what-ever 8 ex 


145. 18, : ; Ut = 
, pedient in their behalf; ſeeing we have 


many notable experiments recorded 


2'Chron. 14. 11. & 20. 9+ Scripture ( as thole of 2 
& 32. 20, 2 King, 19.15, Fehoſaphat , Hezekiah, Elia, 


I IiDg. 17. Is KC Daniel, 
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Dariel, and the like ) of Prayers brin- 

ing down wonderfull ef- _ a 

es from Heaven, with gr EP G25 0G 

which the teſtimonies of all el:s wioy ju; x; Oes 

times, and the daily expe- #anvas i OR w 

rience of good men do con- How mary myriads and 

ſpire ; ſeeing the preſumpti- /q#adrons of men were there, 
: whom we onely praying and 

on of ſuch efficacy 1s the God willing diſcomfired ? 

main ground and encourage- faith Nazianzene in refe- 

ment of Devotion: we p wings ating 68 

have great reaſon , when- 

ever Events are anſwerable to ſuch 

Prayers, to aſcribe the performance 

of them to God's Hand : great reaſon 

we have 1n ſuch caſes to cry out with 

David, Now know I that the Lord ſaveth Pal. zo. 6, 

| bis anointed ;, he will hear hin from his , 

Holy heaven, with the ſaving ſtrength of 

bis right hand + juſt cauſe have we, ac- 

cording to his pattern, thankfully to ac- 

knowledge God's favour in anſwering . 

our petitions ; [he King (ſaid he) ſhaf/ Plai. 21.1,2; 

Joy in thy ſtrength, O Lord, and in thy 

ſalvation how greatly ſh.ll he rejozce £ For Pal. 30. 2. 8& 

thou haſt eiven him his heart's deſire, and _ 2 Cans 

haſt not withholden the requeſts of kis " ; 

lips. TS 

6, Again, The proccedings of Cod 

( eſpecially in way of judgment, or of 

diſpenſing rewards and puniſhments ) 

FF 2 d1UCOVEr 
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diſcover their original by their Kind 
and countenance, which uſually do bear 
a near reſ=xmblance , or ſome ſignificant 
correſpondence to the aCtions upon 


"Exzoiov x2- Which they are grounded. Puniſhment; 


x@y ExLo1e, (faith 4 Father ) are the forced offsprings | 


- of willing faults: and anſwerably, Re- 


wards are the children of good deeds: 
and God, who formeth both, doth con 
monly order it fo, that the children in 
their complexion and features ſhall re 
Tis zoa«7%- ſemble their parents. So that the de- 


ry Hoe ſerts of men ſhall often be legible in the 


 Tejmywu&- TecCOmpences conferred, or inflicted on 


7w. Chityl. them : not according to the natural re 
"Is fult of their practice , but with a come- 
ly reference theretoz apt to raile in 
them a ſenſe of God's Hand, and to 
wring from them an acknowledgment 
of his Equity in ſo dealing with them. 


So when humble Modeſty is advanced 


to honour, and ambitious Confidence 6 
thrown into diſgrace 3 when Liberal 
ty 1s bleſſed with encreaſe, and Avarice 


3s curſed with decay of eſtate; when 


Craft incurreth diſappointment , 


Simplicity findeth good ſucceſs; when 


haughty Might is ſhattered, and helpleb 
Innocence is preſerved ; when the Cz 
Pal, 12. 3. lumnious tongue is bliſtered, the- Fla: 


ferm; | 
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tering lips are cut off, the Blaſphemous 
throat is torn out ; 'when bloudy Op- 
preſſours have bloud given them to drink, Rev. 16. 6. 
and come to welter in their own gore 3 
( an accident which almoſt continually 

oth happen; ) when Treacherous men 
by their own confidents , or by them- 
ſelves are betrayed 3 when Retaliations 
of vengeance are miniſtred , extorting 
confeſſions like to that of Adowi-be- 
zh, As I have done, ſo God hath requi- Judg, 1. 7. 
ted me ;, deſerving ſuch exprobrations , 
as that of Sammel to Agag, As thy ſword 1 Sam. 15. 
hath made women childleſs , ſo ſhall thy 35 
mother be childleſs among women ; groun- 
ding ſuch reflexions as that concerning 
Antiochas, Thus the murtherer and blaſ- 2 MACC, 9. 
phemer having ſuffered moſt grievouſly , *: 
as he entreated other men, ſo died he a 
miſerable death : By ſuch Occurrences 
the finger of God doth point out and in- 
dicate it ſelf; they ſpeak themſelves im- 
mediately to come from that juſt God , 
who doth ev/27o33vz:, render to men Luk. 14. 12. 
anſwerably to their doings 5 who pay- Rom. 12. 19. 
eth men their due, ſometimes in value, 
often 7 ſpecie, according to the ſtricteſt 
way of reckoning. He ( as the Pros Jer. 32, 19. 
phet faith) x great i: counſel, and migh- 
ty in work : for his eyes are open to all 

Eq the 


438 


Fial. E2. 12. 


Jer. $0. 18. 
$1. 43. 


Obad. I%, 


EzeK.35. 19. 


Ezek, 7, 27, 
Job 34. 11. 
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the ways of the ſons of men, to give every 
one according to his ways, and according 
to the fruits of his doings. This indeed 
1s a ſort of adminiſtration moſt confor. 
mable to God's exatt juſtice, and moſt 


- conducible to his holy deſigns of in- 


{truting and correfing offenders. He 
therefore hath declared it to be his way. 
1+ 3s ( ſaith the Prophet , diredting hy 
ipeech to the inſtruments of Divine 
vengeance upon Baylor ) the vengeance 
of the Lord : take vengeance pon her; 
s ſhe hath done, doe anto her. And, 
{he day of the Lord (faith another Pro- 
phet concerning the like judgment up- 
on Edom) is near upon all the heathen: 
as thou haft done, it ſhall be done anti 
thee ; thy reward ſhall return upon thin 
own head. Thereby doth God mean to 


declare himſelf the Judge, and Govet | 


nour of men : For; I wil, faith hen 
Ezekiel, doe unto them after their way, 
and according to their deſerts will | 


judge them 5, and they ſhall know that 1 


am the Lord. Farther, 

7. Another argument of ſpecial Pro 
vidence is, the Harmonious conſpiracy of 
various Accidents to one End or fied. 
Tf that one thing ſhould hit advantage 
oully to the production of ſome c 


derabſc 
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derable Event, it may with ſome plau- 

fibility be attributed to Fortune, or com- 

mon Providence : yet that divers things, 

having no dependence, or coherence 

one with the other , in divers places, 

through ſeveral times, ſhould all joyn 

their forces to compaſs it, cannot well 

otherwiſe then be aſcribed to God's ſpe- parades F 

cial Care wiſely direfing, to his own ,,, ...-,6- 

Hand powerfully wielding thoſe con- +2«des cone- 

current inſtruments to one good pur- Ig 
ſe. For it is beſide the nature , It is Axzontry 
yond the reach of Fortune, to range 7%e«-Eulcb. 

various cauſes in ſuch order. Blind For- Conia Me: 

tune cannot apprehend or catch the imino (ſub 


. . - }, finem, ) Is 
ſeaſons and junctures of things, which? 


ariſe from the motions of cauſes in their ruerat Chri- 
nature indifferent and arbitrary : to ita, ie | 
therefore no ſuch event can reaſonably 4 

be imputed. So to the bringing about 


_ our Lord's Paſtion, ( that great Event , 


which 1s ſo particularly aſſigned to God's 
Hand, ) we may obſerve the monſtrous 
Treachery of J:das , the ſtrange Malig- 
nity of the Jewiſh Rulers, the prodigt- 
ous Levity ot the people, the wonder- 
full Eafineſs of Pilate, with other no- 


der thercto. So alſo that a malicious 
Traitour ſhould conceive kindneſs to- 
Ff 4 ward 


Vid. Died, 
Sic. lib. 15. 
þ- 482. 
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ward any, that he ſhould be miſtaken 
in the object of his favour , that he 
ſhould expreſs his mind in a way ſubje& 
to deliberate examination, in terms apt 
to breed ſuſpicion where the Plot wa 
laid ; that the Counſellours ſhould de 
ſpiſe it, and yet not ſmother it ; that 
the King inſtantly, by a light darted in- 
to his mind , ſhould deſcry it: theſe | 
things ſo happily meeting, may argue 
God (who mouldeth the hearts, who 
guideth the hands, who enlightneth the 
minds of men ) to have been engaged 
in the detection of T his day's black Cor- 
ſpiracy. | 

Such are ſome characters of ſpecial 
Providence : each of which fingly ap 
pearing in any occurrence, would in1 
conſiderate -man breed an opinion 
thereof; each.of them being very con- 
oruous to the ſuppoſition of it 3 no ſuch 
appearances being otherwiſe ſo clearly 
and cleverly explicable, as by _ 
the Divine Hand: for their princip 
cauſe. But the connexion of them al 
in one Event ( when divers odde acct 
dents do befall at a ſeaſonable time, x} 
cording to exigency for the publick be 
nefit , the preſervation of Princes , the 
ſecurity of God's people, the proteey 
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on of Tight, the maintenance of truth 
| and piety, according to the wiſhes and 
prayers of good men , with proper re- 
tribution and vengeance upor the wret- 
ched deſigners of miſchief z ſuch a com- 
plication, I ſay, of theſe marks in one 
Event ) may thoroughly\ſuttice to raiſe 
a firm perſuaſion, to force a confident 
acknowledgment concerning God's Pro- 
vidence, in any conſiderate and inge- 
nuous perſon : it readily will diſpoſe 
ſuch perſons upon any ſuch occaſton to 
ſay , This is the Lord's doing, and it 5s pal.n8.23, 
marvellous in our eyes. | 

Notwithſtanding therefore any ob- 

ſcurity or 1ntricacy that ſometime may E} wi owe 
appear in the courſe of Providence, not- **=«slz, 
withſtanding any general exceptions _— ——_—_ 
that may by perverſe incredulity be al- Tezywale » 
leged againſt the condu&t of things, *22%'* 
there are good marks obſervable, where- voiz;, v Fr > 
by (if ve are not very blockiſh, drow- Mes &-. 
zy,-\upine, lazy, or froward ; if we will pr meth 
conlider wiſely, with induſtrious atten- 1. 
tion and care, with minds pure from 
vain prejudices, and corrupt affecti- 
ons) we may diſcern and underſtand 
God's doing. Which to doe is the Firſt 
Duty ſpecified in our Text : | upon 


which having infiſted fo largely, I ſhall 
| | ( hoping 
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Job 37, 22-- 


& 13+ I. 
Pfal. $2. 6. 
& 68. 35» 
Dan. 6. 26, 


Tia. 59. 17» 


Exod. 1g.11. 
Pſal. 66. 3,5. 
& 65. 5s 
(130. 3-) 
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Dent. 28.58. 
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(hoping you will favour me with a lit- 
tle patience) briefly touch the reſt. 


IT. It is the Duty of us all, upon ſuch 
remarkable occurrences of Providence, 
to fear God : Al men, 'tis ſaid, ſhall fear, 
It is our Duty in fach caſcs to be affec- 
ted with all ſorts of fear ; with a fear 
of awtull dread, with a fear of hearty 
reverence, With a fear of ſober caution; 
yea, ſometimes with a fear of dejeCting 
conſternation. When God doth appear 
clad with his robes of vengeance and zeal, 
denouncing and diſcharging judgment; 
when he repreſenteth himſelf fearful in 
praiſes, terrible in his doings toward the 
children of men, working terrible things 
2 righteouſneſs ; it ſhould firike into 
our hearts a dread of his glorious Maje- 
ſty, of his mighty Power, of his ſevere 
Juſtice, of hzs glorious and fearfull Name: 
it ſhould inſtill into our minds a reve- 


_ rence of his excellent Wiſedom, his ex- 


Iſa. 66. 2. 


Plal. 33.8, 


ceeding Goodneſs, his perfe& Holinels: 
it ſhould breed in our Souls a folicitous 
care of diſpleaſing and provoking him: 
it ſhould cauſe us in our hearts to ſhake 
and tremble before him. Then 1s that 
of the Pfalmiſt to be put in pradice, 
Let all the earth fear the Lord, let all the 


inhabi- | 
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inhabitants of the world ſtand in awe 


443 


of him. Tremble thou earth at the pre- Pſal. 114. 7, 


ſence of the Lord , at the preſence of the 
God of Jacob. Such diſpenſations are 
in their nature declarative of thoſe Di- 
vine Attributes which do require ſuch 
affetions : they are ſet before our eyes 
to caſt us into a very ſerious and ſolemn 
| frame; to abaſh, and deterr us from of- 
. fending, . by obſerving the danger of in- 
curring puniſhments like to thoſe which 
we behold inflited upon preſumptuous 
-tranſpreſſours 3 upon thoſe who do hai- 
nouſly violate Right,or furiouſly impugn 
Truth, or profanely deſpiſe Piety ; who 
earneſtly proſecute wicked enterpriſcs z 
who perſecute the friends of God with 
outrageous violence, or treacherous 
ſubtlety. Upon infliction of ſuch pu- 


niſhments, A/ the people ſhall hear, and Deur. 9.13. 


fear , and doe no more preſumptuouſly , 
ſaith God himſelf, declaring the nature 


and drift of them. They do plainly 


demonſtrate, that there is no preſuming 
to eſcape being detected 1n our cloſe 
machinations by God's All-ſeeing Eye 3 
being defeated in our bold attempts by 
God's All-mighty Hand ; being ſorely 
chaſtiſed for our-iniquity by God's im- 


| —Ppartiall Judgment, Extreamly blind 


and 


& 13.11, 
& 15. 29. 
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Hof. 11.10. 
® Amos 3.6,8. 


Nah. 1. 5. 


Jer. 10. 10. 
Pſal. 104-32. 
& 18 7.8 76. 
8. & 143. 2. 
Job 26. 11. 
(Iſa. 64. 3- 
Ezck. 21.10, 
Tfa. 25. 3+ 

& $9 18, 
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and ſtupid therefore muſt we be, or 
monſtrouſly ſturdy and profane; if ſich 
experiments of Divine Power and Ju- 
{tice do not awe us, and fright us from 
fin. When the Lion roareth, who will 
ot fear © when the trumpet is blown in 
the city, ſhall not the people be afraid? 
Shall he, at whom the mountains quake, 
and the hills melt ; whoſe indignation 
the nations are not able to abide; at 
whoſe wrath the earth doth ſhake and 
tremble 5 at whoſe reproof the pillars of 
heaven are aſtoniſhed ; ſhall he viſibly 
frown, ſhall his wrath flame out, ſhall he | 
ſhake his rod of exemplary vengeance 
over us, and we ſtand void of ſenſe 
or fear ? If ſo, then ſurely a brutiſh do- 
tage, or a Gigantick ſtoutneſs doth pol- 
Re 


III. We are in ſuch caſes obliged to 
declare God's work - that 1s, openly to 
acknowledge and avow, to applaud 
and celebrate the ſpecial Providence of | 
God, with his adorable perfeCtions dif 
played in ſuch Events; to the glory of | 
God's Name, in expreſſion of our re- | 
verence and gratitude toward him, for 
the common edification of men 3 for 
which uſes they greatly ſerve, to which 


purp0- 
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purpoſes they are deſigned. We ſhould 
not view ſuch providential occurrences, 
like dumb beaſts, with a dull or careleſs 
filence, as if we did not mind them, or 
were not concerned in them : we ſhould 
not ſuppreſs or ſtifle: the knowledge of 
them in our breaſts, as if they were 
barely matters of private conſideration 
and uſe : we ſhould not let our obſer- 
vation and reſentment of them be fruit- 
les, ſo as to yield no honour to God, 
no benefit to man. But we ſhould pro- 
pagate and convey them into others: 
in ſo loud/a tone, 1m fo lively a ſtrain 
we ſhould vent them, as thereby to ex- 
cite the notice. to enflame the affections 
of all men within the reach of our 
voice;;provoking them to conſpire with 
us in acknowledgment of God's Power 


and Wiſedom, 1n acclamation to his Ju- 
ſtice and Goodneſs. This is the due 


improvement of our Glory ; that pecu- Pal. 57. 8. 


liar excellency, wherein chiefly (except 
in our Reaſon) we do ſurpaſs all crea- 
tures; that without which our Reaſon 
it ſelf is more then half unprofitable z 
that whereby we put our beſt Member 
to 1ts beſt uſe. For this we have the 
devout Pſalmiſt his pious Reſolutions, 
his exemplary Performances, his zealous 


Wiſhes, 
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Wiſhes, -his earneſt Exhortations tg 
Pal. 145.5, guide and move us. I will ſpeak of the 
| (h 05.12. Llorious honour of thy Majeſty, and of thy 
& 9.14.) wondrous works. Men ſhall ſpeak of the 
night of thy terrible as 5 and I will de: 
clare thy greatneſs. They ſhall ſpeak of 
the glory of thy Kingdom, and talk of 
thy power. $0 did he figntfie his Reſo- 

Pſal. 40.1>. lution. I have: not hid thy righteonſteſi 
within my heart ; 1 have declared thy | 
faithfulneſs and thy ſalvation + I have not 
concealed thy Ioving-kindneſs and * thy - 
| truth from the great congregation. $0 
his conſcience teſtified of his Practice. 
Pfal. 109. 8, Oh that men would praiſe the Lord far 
15,21,22-3l }zs goodneſs, and for his wonderfull workt 
to the children of men : that they would 
offer the ſacrifice of thanksgiving, and 
declare his works with gladneſs. So doth 
Pal 47.1. he pour forth his Defire. O clap your 
hands, all ye people, ſhout unto God with 
Pal, 96.2,3. the voice of triumph. Sing unto the Loyd, 
bleſs his Name : ſhew forth his ſalvation 
Pſal. 96. 3. from day to day. Declare hjs glory 4- 
| K105.2. 7yong the heathen, bis wonders among all 
Pſal.66. 5,2. People. Come and ſee the works of God---- 
(Pſal.66.15) S;yg forth the honour of his Name, make 
Plal. 105. 1. Þ#s praiſe gloriows. O give thanks unto 
the Lord,call upon his Name; make knowl 
his deeds artong the people. So doth he 
fummon; 
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ſummon, ſo doth he urge us to this prac- 
tice ; and in his deportment we may ſee 
our Duty. 


IV. It is peculiarly the Duty and - 
pratice of good men upon ſuch occaſi- 
ons to feel, and to expreſs religious 
Joy. The righteous ſhall be glad in the 
Lord. Good men indeed tifen; have 
oreat matter, and much cauſe, on many 
accounts, to be glad. 
It becometh them to rejoyce, as ha- 
ving an univerſall complacence in God's 
proceedings, as gratefully reliſhing all 
diſpenſations of Providence. They, as 
pious, are diſpoſed to' bleſs and praiſe 
God for all things incident, and cannot 
therefore but rejoyce 3 Joy being an 
inſeparable companion of Gratitude, - 
and Praiſe. Hence, Light 3s ſown for Pal. 97. rt. 
the righteows, and eladneſs for the upright | 
in heart. Hence, [he voice of ſalvation Pſal.118.15. 
and rejojcing is in the tabernacles x fn 
righteous. Hence, Rejoyce in the Lord, Pal. 33. r. 
O ze righteous : for praiſe is comely for 
the upright 3 1s an exhortation backed 
with a very good reaſon. | 
They cannot but find fatisfation in 
obſerving God's Providence notably ” 
diſcovercd,. to the confirmation of thetr 
faith, 
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faith, and cheriſhing: their hopes ; to. 
gether with the conviction of infidelity, 
Pfal. 33. 21- and confuſion of profaneneſs. Our heart 
Claith the Plalmiſt) ſhaY/ rejoyce in him 
| becauſe we have truſted in his Holy Nane, 
Pfal. 13. 5+ [ have truſted in thy mercy, my heart ſhal 
Pſal 109.42, Fejoyce in thy ſalvation, The richteow 
ſhall fee it, and rejoyce 3 and all iniquity 
ſhall ſtop her month. | 
It is to them no ſmall pleaſure, to be- 


hold God's holy PerfeCtions illuſtriouſly 


ſhining forth ; and the Glory of him 
(who ts the principall object of their 
love, their reverence, their hope and 
confidence) to be conſpicuoully advan: 
Pal. 97. 12. ced, Rejozce, (faith the Plalmiſt) O ye 
& 30. 4 righteoms, and give thanks at the remem- 
Pſal.97. 8,9. brance of his holineſs. Zion heard, and 


& 48. 1l. 15 glad, and the daughters of Judah re- 


Joyced, becauſe of thy judgments, O Lord. 


For thou, Lord; art high above all the 


earth. | E 

It is to them ground of exceeding 
comfort, to receive ſo clear pledges of 
God's Love and Favour, his Truth and 
Fidehty, his Bounty and Munificence 
toward them, expreſſed in ſuch watch 
full care over them, ſuch protection 


dangers, ſuch aid in needs, ſuch delive* 
rance from miſchiefs vouchſafed tothe 


Such 


Wo cas x-z rn ammao.or,0o.@o.T ci 
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Such Benefits they cannot 

receive from God's hand, Sen. de Benef. 2. 22, 
' race Ae FEY | Cam acciptendum judica- 

without that chearfulnets - jms, bitares accipia- 

which always doth adhere mus, profirentes gaudium, 

to gratrrude. I will (faith ver" tb. 30» 

David) ſing unto the Lord, Pal. 13. 6. 

becauſe he hath dealt bounti- 

fully with me. Becauſe thou Pal. 63. 7, 

haſt been my helper, therefore 

in the ſhadow of thy wings 1 will rejoyce. 

My lips ſhall greatly rejoyce in thee, and Pal. 71. 23; 

my Soul, which thou haſt redeemed. [Pal. 31. 7. 

will be glad, and rejoyce in thy mercy < 

for thou haſt conſidered my trouble, and 

haſt known my Soul in adverſjties. The Pal. 126. 3. 

Lord hath done great things for us, 

whereof we are glad. Let all thoſe that Pal. $. 11. 


| put their truſt in thee rejoyce © let theme 


_ ſhout for joy, becauſe thou defendeſ8 
them 

They are allo greatly refreſhed with 
apprehenſion of the happy fruits ſprou- 
ting from ſuch diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence 3 ſuch as are the Benefit of man- 
kind, the Peace and proſperity of the 
Civil State, the Preſervation, ſettlement, 
enlargement , advancement of God's 
Church, the ſupport of Right, the ſuc- 
cour of Innocence, the maintenance of 
Truth, the encouragement and furthe- 
G og rance 
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rance of Piety ; the reſtraint of Vio. 
lence, the diſcountenance of Errour 
the correction of Vice and impi 
In theſe things they, as faithfull ſervans 
of God, and real friends of goodneh, 
as bearing hearty. good will and com- 
paſſion to mankind, as true lovers of 
their Country, as living and ſenſible 
members . of the Church , cannot but 
rejoyce. . Seeing by theſe rhings:thar 
own beſt intereſt, (which is no othe 
then the advantage of Goodnefs,) their 
chief honour , (which confiſts in the 
promotion of Divine Glory , ) their 

| trueſt content, (which is placed in the | 

Pſal. 122. 6, proſperity of S7oz,) are highly furthe 

(2 _ 12- red; how can they look on them ſprin- 

W ging up without great delight and com- C 

Plal.g8. 1,3. placence ? O (faith the Pfalmiſt) fig 


On I Fo WY KI = po @ A ©. 


» 


unto the Lord-—for he hath done ma- | © 
vellous things — He hath remembred bis } © 
mercy and truth toward the houſe of I | 
rael : all the ends of the earth have ſeen R 


Ia. 49-13. the ſalvation of our God. And, Sing,0 ; 
aq 96. 11» heavens, (cricth the Prophet) and kf ©. 
; . Joyful, O earth, and break forth into ſit 

ging, O ye mountains : for the Lord hi | 
comforted his people, and will have mere 
Ifa; 66,14. 0# his afflided. And, When (faith he) 
Je ſhall ſee this, (the comfort of Gods tf 
people,) | 
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people, ) jour heart ſhall rejoyce, and 
our bones ſhall flouriſh like an herb © and 
the hand of the Lord ſhall be known to- 
ward. his ſervants, and his indignation 
toward his enemies. 

Even in the fruſtration of wicked 
deſigns, attended with ſevere execution 
of vengeance on the contrivers and a- 
bettours of them,they may have a plea- 
fant ſatisfaction; 'they muſt then yield - 
a-chearfull applauſe to Divine Juſtice. 
The righteows (faith the Pſalniſt) hal =_ 58. to, 
rejoxce when he ſeeth the vengeance « and, Roo 
Let the wicked: ({aith he) periſh at the Pal, 68.2, 3. 
| preſence of God ;, but let the righteous be 
glad, let them rejoyce before God, yea let 
them exceedingly rejoyce, Whernice at 
God's infliction of judgment upon Ba- 
bylon, 1t is (aid in Feremy, Ther the hea- Jer. $1. 48. 
ven, and the earth, and all that is there- 
| #ſhall ſing for Babylon : and at the fall 
of myſticall Baby/on in the Apocalyps 
tis likewiſe ſaid, Rejozce over her, thou Apoc.18.254 
heaven,and ye holy Apoſtles and Prophets 
uw God hath avenged you ox her. Far- 
ther, 


V. The next Duty preſcribed to good 
men 1n ſuch caſes 15s, to truſt in God : 
that 1s, to have their affiance in God 


Go 2 (upon 


 (Pſal.98. 5.) 
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(upon all fiich like occaſions, in all ur. 


gencies of need.) ſettled, improved, and 
corroborated thereby. This indeed js 


the proper end, immediately regarding 
us, of God's ſpecial Providence, diſclo- 
ling it ſelf in any miraculous, or in any 
remarkable way 3. to nouriſh in well. 
diſpoſed minds that Faith in God, which 
15 the root of all Piety, and ground of 
Devotion. Such experiments are ſound 
arguments to perſuade good men, that 
God doth govern and order things for 
their beſt advantage 3 they are power- 


full incentives, driving them in all exi- 


 gencies to ſeek God's help; they are 


Pſal. 9. 10. 


Pſal. 61, 3, 


4s $S+ 
Pal. 115. 9, 
EC, & 1307» 


moſt convincing evidences , that God 
1s abundantly able, very willing, and 
ever ready to ſuccour them. They, 
faith the Fſalmiſt, that know thy Nam, 
will put their truſt in thee : for thon, 
Lord, haſt not forſaken them that ſeth, 
thee. And, I ( faith he) will abide in 
thy tabernacle for ever; 1 wil truſt in 
the covert of thy wings : For thou, 0 
God, haſt heard my vows 5. thou haſt been 


a ſheltzr for me, and a ſtrong tower fron þ 
the enemy. It is, indeed, a great aggitF - 


Pal. 34.8. 


vation of diffidence in God, that having 
taſted and ſeen that the Lord is good; 


having felt ſo maniteſt experience. 
Divi} 
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Divine: goodneſs; having received ſo 
notable pledges of God's favourable 1n- 
clination to help us; we yet will not 
rely upon him. As a friend, who by 
fignal inſtances of kindneſs hath aſſured 
his good will, hath great cauſe of of- 
fence, if he be ſuſpected of unwilling- 
neſs in a needfull ſeaſon to afford his 
relief: ſo may God moſt juſtly be dif- 
' pleaſed, when we, (notwithſtanding fo 
palpable demonſtrations of his kindneſs, ) 


' by diftruſting him, do in effect queſtion Ecclus 2.10. 


the ſincerity of his friendſhip, or the 
conſtancy of his goodneſs toward us. 


VI. Good men upon ſuch occaſions 
ſhould glory AZ the upright in heart 
ſhall glory. Should glory, that is, in con- 
templation of ſuch Providences feeling 
| ſprightly elevations of mind and tranſ- 
ports of affe&ion, they ſhould exhibit 
triumphant demonſtrations of ſatisfacti- 
on and alacrity. It hecometh them not 
1n ſuch caſes to be dumpiſh, or demurez 
but jocund and crank in their humour, 
Þbrisk and gay in their looks, pleaſantly 
Hlippant and free in their ſpeech ; jolly 
_ and debonair in their behaviour ; every 
way ſignifying the extream complacen- 
Cy they take in God's doing, and the 

| Gg 3 full 
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Pſal. 126, 
1, WC. 


fe laudibus efferre, 
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triumph in ſuch events, as tm viQories 
atchieved by the glorious Hand of Gal 
in their behalf, m approbation of their 
cauſe, in favour toward their p 

for their great benefit and comtforn, 
They may (not as proudly aſſuming to 
themſelves the glory due to God, but 
as gratefully ſenſible of their felicity 
{ſpringing from God's favour) ſe-jatare 
(as the Hebrew w 
doth fignifie 3) that 1s, 1n a ſort boaſt, 
and commend themſelves as very happy 


in their relation to God, by virtue«f 


his protection and aid. They may (not 
with a haughty inſolence, or wantan 
arrogance, but with a ſober — 


Plal.52.6,7- and chearfulnefs) infult upon baffl 


The righteous 
ſhall— laugh 
at him, or de- 
ride him, 1n 
this manner z 
Loe, this 1s thereof, 
the man that 


Pal. 44.8. 


Pſal. 92s 4+ 


made not God Se 
his ſtrergth».. God, their friend and patron. 


impiety, by their expreſſions and de: 
meanour upbraiding the folly, the baſe 
neſs, the impotency, and wretchedneh 
in competition with the wilc- 
dom, in oppoſition to the power 
For fuch 
carriage in ſuch caſes we have the prac: 
tice and the advice of the Pſalmilt, to 
warrant and dire& us. TI» God, faith 
he, we boaſt all the day long, and praiſe 


fall content they taſt jin their ſtate, | 
They with ſolemn exultation ſhould 


thy Name for ever. Thon, Lord, haſt | 


140 
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made me glad through thy work, and I 
will triumph in the works of thy hands. 
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We will rejoyce 74 thy ſalvation and in Pal. 2o. g. 


the Name of our God we will ſet up our 


batiners. Glory ye in his holy Name : pſal10g.3,2- 


let the heart of them rejoyce that ſeek the 
Lord. Sing unto him, ſing Pſalms unto 
him; talk ye of all his wondrous works. 


Save #s, O Lord our God, and gather as Pal. 106.47. 


from among the heathen, to give thanks 
 wito thy Name, and to triumph in thy 
| praiſe, Such ſhould be the reſult (upon 
| us) of God's mercifull Diſpenſations to- 
ward his people. ? 
I ſhall onely farther remark, that the 
word here uſed is by the Greek rendred 
277ve owl, they ſhall be praiſed : which 
ſenſe the Original will bear, and the 
reaſon of the caſe may admit. For ſuch 
Diſpenſations ever do adorn integrity, 
and yield commendation to good men. 
They declare the wiſedom of ſuch per- 
ſons, in adhering. to God, in repoſin 
upon God's help, in embracing ſuc 
courſes which God doth approve and 
bleſs : they plainly tell how dear ſach 
perſons are to God ; how incomparably 
happy in his favour, how impregnably 
ſafe under his prote&ion ; as having his 
infallible wiſedom, and his invincible 
Gg 4 power 


Pſal. 126, 3» 
& 125. 1,&C, 
& 138. 1,&C, 
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Plal.144. 15, 
WV 33. 12» 


Pal. 85.15, 
I7. 


—_ — MR 
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power engaged on their. fide. This 

cannot but render them admirable, and 
their ſtate glorious in. the eyes of dl 
men ; inducing them. to. profeſs with 
the Fſalmiſt, Happy zs the people which is 
in ſuck a caſe 5 yea, happy is that people 
whoſe God is the Lord. And of ſuch 
people, that declaration from- the ſame 
mouth is verified, [z thy Name ſhall n', 
rejoyee all the day long, and in thy righ 
teouſneſs ſhall they be exalted : For thu 
art the glory of their ſtrength, and in th 
favour their horn fhall be exalted. 


Such are the Duties ſuggeſted in our 
Text, as ſuting theſe - occafions, when 
God in eſpecial manner hath vouchls 
fed to prote& his people, or to reſcue 
them from imminent miſchiefs, by vie f 
lent aſſault or by fraudulent contrivanc i 
levelled againſt them. I ſhould - apph 
thefe particulars to the preſent caſe {v 
lemnized by us : But I ſhall rather re 
commend the application to your lags 
City, then farther infringe your patienc 
by ſpending thereon ſo many words aþ 
it would exa&t. You da well know ti} 
Story, . which by ſo many years rept 
tion hath been impreſſed on your mind 
and by reflecting thereon, ul 
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You will eaſily diſcern, how God, in 
the ſeaſonable diſcovery of this execra- 
ble Plot, (the maſter-piece of wicked 
machinations ever conceived in humane 
brain, or deviſed on this fide Hell, fince 
the foundation of things, ) 1n the happy 
deliverance of our Nation and Church 
from the deſperate miſchiefs intended 
toward them; in the remarkable pro- 

tection of Right and Truth, did ſigna- 
I:ze his Providence: 

You will be affected with hearty Re- 
verence toward the gracious Authour 
of our Salvation,and with humble dread 
toward the juſt awarder of vengeance 
upon thoſe miſcreant wretches, who 
digged this pit, and fell into #t them- 
felves. | 

You will be ready with pious ac- 
knowledgment and admiration of God's 
Mercy, his Juſtice, his Wiſedom, to de-. 
clare and magnifie this notable Work: 
done by him among us. 

You muſt needs feel devout reſent- 
ments of Joy for the Glory ariſing to 
God, and the Benefits accruing to us, 
In the preſervation of God's Anointed, 
' our juſt Sovereign, with his Royal po- 
ſterity :. in the frecing our Country 
from civill Broils, Diſorders, and Con- 

| fuſions 5 
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fuſions ; from the yoaks of Ufarpation 
and Slavery ; from grievous Extortions 
and Rapines; from blondy Perfecution 
and Traalls, with the like ſpawn of difz- 
ſtrous and tragicall conſequences, by 
this Defign threatned upon it : in up- 
holding our Church (which was ſo hap. 
pily ſettled, and had fo long glcriool 
flouriſhed ) from utter ruine : in ſeci- 
ring our profeftion of God's Holy Truth, 


- the truly Catholick Faith of Chriſt, (re- 


fined from thoſe drofly alloys, where- 
with the rudeneſs and floth of blind 
Times, the fraud of ambitious and co- 
vetous deſigners, the pravity of ſenſual 
and profane men had embaſed and cor- 
rupted it,) together with a pure Wor- 
{hip of Gad, an edifying adminiſtration 
of God's Word and Sacraments, a come- 
ly, wholfome, and moderate tem 
conformable to Divine preſcription, a 


Primitive example : in reſcuing us from | 
| having impious Errours', fcandalous 


PraQtices, and ſuperſtitious Rites, with 
mercileſs violence obtruded ans us: 
In continuing therefore to us 


our lives. 


You farther conſidering this ſignal 
teſtimony of" Divine Goodneſs, k.. | 
| there- Þ 


| e moſt 
defirable comforts and conveniences of 


A www ea&t twat XK 
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thereby be moved'to hope and confide 
in God ' for his gracious preſervation 
from the like permcious attempts, a- 
cainſt the ſafety 'of our Prince, and 
welfare of onr Country , againft our 
| Peace, our Laws, our Rehgion ; efpe- 
cially from Romiſh Teal and Bigottry, 
(that mint of wofull factions and com- 
buſtions, of treaſonable conſpiracies, of 
barbarous maſſacres, of horrid affafh- 
nations, of inteſtine rebellions, of forrein 
invaſions, of ſavage tortures and but- 
cheries, of holy Leagues, and priows 
Frauds, through Chriſtendom , and 
particularly among us, ) which as it 
without reaſon damneth, ſo it would 
by any means deſtroy all that will not 
croutch thereto. 

You will, in fine, with joyous feſti- 
vity glory and triumph in this illuſtrt- 
ous demonſtration of God's Favour to- 
ward us; fo as heartily- to joyn in 
thoſe due acclamations of blefting and 
praiſe. 


459 


Beſſed' be the Lord, who hath not gi- Plal. 124. 6. 


ven #8 a prey to their teeth, Our ſoul 3s 
eſcaped as a bird out of the ſuare of the 


fowlers 5, the ſnare is broken, and we are 


eſcaped. 


(68. 32.) 


Allelnjah ; Saluation , and glory, and APOC. 39. Fs 


power © 
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power unto the Lord our God « For true 
and righteous are his judgments. 

Apoc. 15.3: Great and marvellous are thy works, © 
O Lord Ged. Almighty 5 juſt and trus 
are thy ways, .O thou King of Saints, 

Plal. 72.18, Bleſſed-be the Lord God of Iſrael, who 

be onely doeth wondrous things : And bleſſed 
be his glorious Name for ever * and ht 
the whole earth be POT: ith his glory, 


Amen, and Amen, 
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PSAL. 132. I'6. 
I will alſo cloath her Prieſts with ſal- on. 


vation. 


HE context runs thus: The 
| Lord hath ſworn in truth 
unto David, he will not turn 
from it , Of the fruit of thy body I will 
ſet upon thy throne. If thy children will 
keep my covenant, and the teſtimony that 
TI ſhall teach them : 5 their children alſo 
ſhall fit upon thy throne for evermore. 
For the Lord hath choſen Sion ; he hath 
deſired it for his habitation. This is my 
reſt for ever : here will I dwell, for 1 
have deſpred it. [ will abundantly bleſs 
her proviſion 3 I will ſatisfie her poor with 
bread. {WILL ALSO CLOATH 
HER PRIESTS WITH SAL- 
VATION, and her Saints ſhall ſhout 
aloud for joy. There will T make the 
horn of D 4vid to bud, &c. . 
I 


— 1565 at the 
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If all , not onely Inaugurations of 
perſons, but Dedications even of inani- 
mate things to ſome extraordinary uſe, 
hath been uſually attended with eſpeci- 
al ſignifications of joy,. atid' teſtival ſo- 
lemnity ; with great reaſon, the Conſe. 
cration of a perſon to ſo high and facred 
a Function,as that of a Chriſtian Biſhop, 
( that is, of a Prince, or principal Pa- 
{tour 1n-God's Church , ) requires moſt 
peculiar teſtimonies of our gratulation 
and content : the face of things ought 
then to: be: ſerene and cheartull'; the 
thoughts of men benign and favourable: 
the words comfortable and auſpicious, 
that are uttered upon ſuch occafton. 
And that ours at preſent ſhould be ſuch, 
the ſubject as well as the ſeaſon of our 
Diſcourſe doth require. Words few , 
but pregnant, and affording ample 
matter for. our beſt affetions to work 
upon : and which more particularly 
will engage us, both to a hearty thank- 
fulneſs for paſt Benefits, and to a con- 
tident expe&ation of future Bleflingsz 
while they acquaint us with the anct- 
ent exhibition of a gracious Promile, 
re-mind us of the faithfull performance 


thercof hitherto, and aſſure us of its 


certain accompliſhment for the fu- 
cure, 
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ture. The occaſion whereof was this. 
King David, moved by a devout in- 


clination to promote God's Honour, 


and benefit the Church, had vowed to 
build a magnificent Temple, imploring 
God's propitious* concurrence with , 
and approbation of his deſign. Where- 
upon Almighty God not onely declares 
his acceptance of that pious reſolution , 
but rewards it with a bountifull Pro- 
miſe, conſiſting of two parts 3 one con- 
ditional, relating to David's Children 
and poſterity, that they in an uninter- 
rupted ſucceiſion ſhould for ever enjoy 
the Royal dignity, in caſe they did con- 
ſtantly perſiſt in obſerving his Cove- 
- nant, and the Teſtimonies that he ſhould 
teach them 3 the other more abſolute , 
that however, what he chiefly intended 
cancerning, God's eſtabliſhed Worſhip, 
and the perpetual welfare of the Church, 
God would have an eſpecial care that 
it ſhould fully and certainly be accom- 
pliſhed : that he would for ever fix his 
reſidence in 9707 3 that he would pro- 
teCt and proſper it, and all that did be- 
long thereto ; eſpecially thoſe that did 
moſt need his favour and affiſtence, the 
Poor, the Prieſts, and the Saints, ( or 
gentle ones. ) This 1s briefly the impor- 
tance 
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Pſal. 33: 4- 
* Pal. 89. 34, 


Ia. 46. 10. 
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tance of the | Promiſe wherein | 


1s comprehended that particular one 
whereon we are to treat : and in which 
we may obſerve, | 

I. The Promiſer, 1; 

2. The Perſons who are eſpecially 


concerned in the promiſe, her Prieſts, ' 
3. The Thing promiſed,  cloathing '- 


with ſalvation. 


T. I ay, the Promilſer, I - that is, the 
Lord ; the moſt true , the moſt con- 


ſtant, the moſt powerfull God 5 moſt 


true and ſincere in the declaration of 


his purpoſe, moſt conſtant and immiu- 


table in the proſecution , moſt power- 
full and uncontrollable in the perfett 
Execution thereof: whoſe words are 
right , and all whoſe works are done in 
truth : Who will not break his covenant, 
or alter the thing that 3s gone ont of his 
lips : whoſe counſel ſhall ſland , and 
who will doe all his pleaſure. Theſe glo- 
rious Attributes and PerfeQions of his 
( fo often celebrated in Holy Writ ) do 
ground our reliance upon all God's pro- 
miſes, and do oblige vs ( notwithſtan- 
ding the greateſt improbabilitics or dif- 
ficultics objected ) to believe the infal- 
Iible performance of this. 

II. The 
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I. The Perſons whom the Promiſe 
mainly regards , her Prieſts. Prieſts , 
that is, perſons peculiarly devoted to , 
and employed in Sacred matters ;  dif- 
tingaiſherl expreflely from the Poor , 
(that is, other meek and humble per- 
ſons 3 ) and from the Saizts ,. ( that 1s, 
all other good ' and religious men. Y 
And, her Prieſts ; that 1s, the Prieſts of 
$i0n + of that $07 which the Lord hath 


choſen 5 which he hath deſired for his Contr2, 


permanent habitation 5 which he hath 
reſolved to reſt, and reſide in for ever. 
Whence it plainly enough follows, that 
the Prieſts and Paſtours of the Chriſti- 
an Church are hereby , if not ſolely , 
yet principally deſigned. Which inter- 
pretation , becauſe it 1s 1n a manner the 
foundation of our fubſcquent Diſcourſe, 
and by ſome it may perhaps not be rea- 
dily admitted, I ſhall endeavour farther 
to confirm by thefe few Arguments. 

I. Becauſe the Covenant here mert1- 
oned 1s not ( as tothe main parts there- 
of ) of a conditional or temporary na- 


ture, but abſolute and perpetual ; and Vide 


mult therefore be underſtood to reſpe&t 
the Chriſtian» Church : ( that of the 
Jews being long ſince reje&ed, their 
Temple demoliſhed , their $702 utterly 
H h forſa- 


Verf., 3$,36, 
37» 
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; forſaken. ) For although one particuhy 


contained therein, concerning the con- 
tinual ſucceſſion of David's poſterity in 
the Regal authority over 1/rae/, hath 
a condition explicitly annexed ; ( and, 
conſequently, the effects depending up- 
on the performance of :that condition 
were contingent , and mutable ; ). yet 
all the reſt of this Covenant ( or Pro. 
miſe ) 1s conceived 1n terms perempto- 
ry, and expreſsly importing perpetuity, 


This is my reſt for ever, "y Ty, thats, 
( as the Greek Franſlatours render it,) 


els aiave TE eiavG., ( in ſeculum ſeculi,) 
that is, to the end of this world ; as &« 
ziava; Ft aiwvwy denotes the end of all 
worlds , or the moſt perfect ſempitern- 
0 And that it doth really in this caſe 

enote a proper and unlimited perpe- 
tuity, 15 alſo evident by thoſe explicati- 
Ons thereof in the 89. Pſalm , ( where 
the very fame Covenant is, as to ſome 
parts thereof, more largely recorded, ) 
Once have I ſworn by my Holineſs, that I | 
will not lie unto David : His ſeed ſhall 


endure for ever, and his throne as the 


 S2 before me © It ſhall be eſtabliſhed: for 


ever as the Moon, and as a faithful wit- 
zreſs in heaven. No words can exprebs 


more fully a perpetual duration, or at 
lealt 
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leaſt one co-extended with the duration 
of the world, then thoſe do. And the 
Prophet Feremy, referring alſo to this 
very Covenant, and particularly to this 
very clauſe thereof, thus expreſſes the 


matter: 'Thes ſaith the Lord ; If you can Jer 34. 20, 
break my covenant of the day, and my c0- yid.z Chron, 
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venart of the night 5 and that there 1: 16. 


ſhould not be day and night in their ſea- 
ſon + Then nay alſo my Covenant be bro- 
hen with David my. ſervant ; that he 
ſhould not have a ſon to reign upon hit 
throne; and with the Levites the Prieſts, 
my Miniſters. But farther, 

2. The completion of this individual 


Promiſe is both by the Prophets fore- 


told, and expreſſed by the Evangeliſts, 


to appertain to the times of the Goſpel. | 


Ye heard even now the words of Fere- 
my, which are by him applied to thoſe 


times, when God would cauſe the Branch Jer. 33: 15: 


of righteouſneſ7 ( that is, Jeſus of Naza- 
reth , our Bleſſed Saviour ) to grow #þ 
writo David ; who ſhould execute judge- 


ment and righteouſneſs in the land. I yer. 6. 


thoſe days ( faith he farther ) ſhall Fu- 
dah be ſaved, and Jeruſalem ſhall dwell 
ſafely : and this is the Name wherewith 
ſhe ſhall be called, (or rather, which he ſhall 


be called, as not onely the Vulgar Latine 
H h 2 and 


FP 
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2 Chron. 6. 
42. 


Verſ. 24. 


Pſal. 8g. 28. 
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and the Greek Interpreters, but the | 
Chaldee alfo readeit,) THE LORD © 
OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
Likewiſe in the 55. of 1/azah God thus 
invites the Gentiles 3 Incline your ear, 
and come unto me; hear, and your ſoul 
ſhall live : and I will make an everlaſting 
covenant with you, even the ſure mercies 
of David : that 1s, I will ratifie that e- 
verlaſting Covenant, which, 1n your be. 
half, I once made with David, and will 
confer on you thoſe . favours which 
farthfully. promiſed him 3 - relating to 
this very Promiſe alſo. For both in 
Solomon's Prayer, ( 2:Chron. 6.) which 
in all probability was indited about the 
ſame time, and upon the ſame occaſion 
with this Pſalm , .and in the 89. Pſalm, 
the benefits of this ſame covenant are 
called the mercies of David. O Lord 
God, turn not away the face of thine a: 
nointed, remember the mercies of David 
thy ſervant , ſaith Solomon : and, My 
mercy ( ſaith God ): will | keep with him 
for evermore, and my covenant ſhall ſtand 
faſt with him : 'and, My faithfulneſs and 
my mercy ſhall be with him ; that 1s, my 
faithfull ( or ſure ) mercy 5 Te 6na m5% 
as the LXX, and S. Par! with them in 
the AFs, render this place of Jon 
n 
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And in the Song of *#Zachary we have 
one paſſage of this Promiſe cited, and 


applied to the times of the Goſpel : 


469 


Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael , who aig, 
hath viſcted -and redeemed his people 5, ** 7 


and hath raiſe# up a horn of ſaluation 


in the houſe of his ſervant David ; as 


he ſpake by the mouth of his holy pro- 
_ phets : viz. by the mouth 'of this pro- 
hetical Plalmiſt here, where *tis ſaid , 
here will I make the horn of David to 
bad; and inthe parallel P/. 89. I» my 
Name ſhall his horn be exalted. To omit 
thoſe ' many places where our Saviour , 
in correſpondence to this Promiſe, 1s af- 
firmed to poſſeſs the throne of his father 
David, and to rule over the houſe of Ja- 
cob for ever. Moreover, 

3. That by the S7oz here mentioned 


1s not chicfly meant that material Moun-. 


tain in Jadea , but rather that myſtical 
Rock ot Divine Grace, and Evangeli- 
cal Truth, upon which. the: Chriſtian 
Church, the onely everlaſting Temple 
of God, is unmovably ſeated, is very 
probable, ( or rather manifeſtly cer- 
tain, ) by the Prophets. conſtant accep- 
tion thereof in this ſenſe ,. when they 
aſſign the character of perpetual dura- 
bility thereto. As in 1/2. 60. where he 

| Hh 3 - hus 


Verl. 24» 


Vide Luc. I. 
32, edit,Cur« 
cel, 
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thus propheſies of the Chriſtian Church, 


Tf. 60. 14, The ſons alſo of them that afflicted = 


IS, 16, 


Mic. 4. I, 


Ver. 7. 


Joel as 28. 
| 3.16. 


ſhall come bending unto thee, aud all they 


that deſpiſed thee ſhall bow chemo 
down at the ſoles of thy feet; and they ſhall 
call thee The City of the Lord, The Sion 
of the Holy one of 1/7ael. Whereas thou 
haſt been forfuhen, and hated, ſo that ng 
z1an went through thee ; 1 will make thee 
an eternal gxcellency, a joy of many gent» 
rations. Thou ſhalt alſo ſuck the milk of 
the Gentiles, and” ſhalt ſuck the my of 
Kings, 8c. And the Prophet Mzcab, 

ſpeaking of #he laſt days, (that is, of the 
Evangelical times, when the mountain of 
the Henk of the Lord ſhould be eſtabliſhed 
72 the top of the mountains, ) ſawth thus; 


- And I will make her that halted , a rem- 


nant, and her that was, caſt far off, 4 
ſtrong ration : and the Lord ſhall reign 
over them in mount Sion from henceforth 
ever for ever. And the Prophet Joel, 
ſpeaking of the ſame times, (when God 
would pour out his ſpirit upon all fe, ) 
hath theſe words : So ſhall ye krow the 
T am the Lord » Us wo dwelling in Sh 
01, my holy mou then fhall Jernſe: 

ler 4 holy ,* and there ſhall no ſtrangers 

po =E her any more. Ty which 


places no man can = cealnabey doubt , 
| an 
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{ ard all Chriſtians do firmly conſent to 


reſpe& the Chriſtian Church. To which 


we may adde that paſſage of the Au- 
thour to the Hebrews, ch. 12.v. 22. But 
Je are come unto mount Sion, and unto 
the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jeruſalem 5 that is, to the Chriſtian 
Church. 

4. The manner of this Covenant's 
delivery , and confirmation by the Di- 
vine Oath, argues the inconditionate, 
irreverſible, and perpetual conſtitution 
thereof: for to God's moſt abſolute and 
immutable Decrees this moſt auguſt and 
folemn confirmation doth peculiarly a- 
| you So the Apoſtle to the Hebrews 
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cems to intimate : Whereiz ( ſaith he) yeb. 6. 19. 


God willing more abundantly to demon- 
ſtrate the immutability of his counſel , 
( E190 daZa md apr Rnlo Þ Big, ) 
interpoſed an oath. 

We may therefore (I ſuppoſe ) up- 
on theſe grounds ſolidly and ſafely con- 
clude, that this Promiſe doth principal- 
ly belong, and ſhall therefore infallibly 
be made good to the Chriſtian Prieſt- 
hood; to thoſe who in the Chriſtian 
Church, by offering ſpiritual Sacrifices 
of praiſe and thankſgiving, by direfing 
and in(trucing the people in the know- 

Hh 4 ledge 
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ledge of the Evangelical Law, by implo. | 
ring for and profhouncing upon them 
the Divine benedictions, do bear -anx- 
logy with, and ſupply the room of the 
Jewiſh Prieſthood. 

From which diſcourſe we may by the 
way deduce this Corallary ; [That the 


| title of Prieſt, although it did (> 


moſt certainly it doth not ) properly 
and primarily fignifie a Fewiſb Sacrificer, 
( or Slaughterer of beaſts, ) doth yet 
no-wiſe deſerve that reproach which is 
by ſome inconſiderately, ( not to fay, 
profanely,) upon that miſtaken ground, 


commonly caſt upon it : fince the Holy 


Scripture 1t {c]f, we fee; doth here, even 


.1n that ſenſe ( moſt obnoxious to ex- 


Iſa. 66. 2I, 


Jer. 33. 18. 


ception.) aſcribe it to the Chriſtian Pa 
ſtours. Ard fo likewiſe doth the Pro-. 
phet I1/azah; And Þ will alſo take of them 


for Prieſts and for Levites, ſaith the 


Lord : ſpeaking ( as the context plain- 
ly kelared), of -the Gentiles, which 
ſhould be converted and aggregated to 
God's Church, And the Prophet Jere- 
miah 5 Neither ſhall the Prieſts the Le- 


vites want 4 man before me to offer burnt- 


offerings,” and to ne ferrie ice continual. 


Which ' prophecy evidently colt | 


cerns the ſame time and ſtate of things; 


of 
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of which the Prophet Malachi. thus 


foretells : For from the riſing of the Sun Val. 1. 1. 


to the going down of the ſame, my Name 
fhall be great among the Gentiles 5 and in 
every place incenſe ſhall be offered to my 
Name,\and a pure offerine. It were de- 
firable therefore, that men would better 
conlider , before they entertain ſuch 

roundleſs offences, or paſs ſo uncha- 
ritable cenſures upon either words, or 
perſons, or things. But I prozeed to 
the: - \ 


HI. Particular, which is the Matter 
of the Promiſe, Cloathing with . ſalua- 
tion. Where we may obſerve, - 

Firſt, That the uſual meraphor of be- 
ing cloathed duth in the Sacred dialect 
denote a compleat endowment:with, a 
plentifull enjoyment of, or an enrire 
 applicatyzon to, that thing, or quality, 
with which a perſon 1s ſaid to be cloa- 


thed. So 1s God himſelt ſaid to. be cloa- pal. 53. 1. 


thed with majeſty aud ſtrength. And 


David prays, that they might be c/oq- Plal. 35: 26. 
thed with ſhave and diſhonour, that did val. 109-29. 


magnifie themſelves againſt him, And 


in Ezekiel, The Princes of the Iſles, being Ezck. 26.16, 


amazed by the ruine of Tyre, are faid fo 
cloath themſelves with trembling. And 
90 - that 
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Yerſ. 18. 


Job 29. 14 


1 Pet. $. $- 


Iſa, 61. 10. 
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that bitter adver 


as with a garment. And Job avoucheth 


of himfelf, I put or righteouſneſs, and it 


cloathed me 5 my judgment was as a robe, 
and a diadem. And S. Peter adviſes us 
to put 07, or to be cloathed with, humili- 
ty. Finally, 1/2iah introduces our Savi- 
our ſpeaking thus: [ will greatly rejoyce 
in the Lord, my ſoul ſhall be joyfull in my 
God : for he hath cloathed me with the 
garments f ſalvation, he hath covered 
me with the robe of righteouſneſs 3, as a 
bridegroom decketh himſelf with orne- 


ments , and as a bride adorneth her ſelf 


with her jewels. So that, ( as by thele 
inſtances we may diſcern ) zo be cloa- 
thed with ſalvation, is, to be perfeQly en» 
dowed therewith ; to be inveſted with 
It as with a garment, which wholly en- 
cloſeth and covereth the body, ſo that 
no part is left unguarded and unadorned 
thereby. 

Secondly , But now what is that Sb 


vation, with which the Prieſts of Sion 


ſhall be thus cloathed ? IT anſiver : $4 
vation , when it is put abſolutely , and 
not conjoyned with any particular ob+ 
jet, ( or term from which, )) doth 1n 
the Hebrew language properly __ 


agy of David (in Pj, | 
Io9. ) did cloath*himelf with curſing , 
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{ Deliverance from, or remotion of all 
forts of inconvenience; and, conſe- 
quently, an Aﬀuence of all good things; 
and, in effec, the ſame which other lan- 

ages call Felicity and Proſperity, or 
leon by terms equivalent to thoſe : 
the Hebrews having hardly any other 
word ſo properly correſpondent to 


thoſe, as this word, Salvation. Whence 


that title of Szviour, and the God of Dew, = ave 
Saluation , fo often attributed to Al- ſ#p* Plarow.. 


mighty God , imports as much as, the 
Diſpenſer of all good gifts ; the great 
Benefatour , Aſhiſter , and Protectour 
of men : And to Save is promiſcuouſly 
uſed for, to relieve the needy, to com- 
fort the ſorrowfull ; to reſtore the ſick 
to his health , the priſoner to his liber- 
ty , the captive to his country 3 to de- 
fend the weak from injury , and the 
humble from contempt ; to-deliver the 
diſtreſted from imminent danger, the 1n- 
nocent from unjuſt condemnation, the 
flandered from undeſerved reproach : in 
a word, all the effets of God's Good+ 
neſs and Power, the whole work of the 
Divine Providence and Beneficence, are 
hereby expreſſed. 5 

| Wewill recite one or two of thoſe 
many places which confirm this notion. 
in i us —— 
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P/alm 85. 9. Surely his Salvation is nigh 
them that. fear him, that glory miy dwell 
zn our land :. his Salvation #s nigh, that 
1s, his loving care attends upon them, to 
a{{iſt and preſerve them : which in P/al 
145.19. is thus otherwiſe expreſſed ; He 
will fulfill the deſire of them that fear hin; 
he will hear their cry, and will ſave them, 
And again, P/alz 149.4. The Lord ta- 
heth pleaſure in his people 5 he will beau- 
tifie the meek with Salvation - that is, he 
will by his good Providence diſpoſe 
them into a convenient and decent con- 
dition of life. And again, P/alm 144. 
v. Io. It is he that giveth Salvation unto 
Kings; that is, by whoſe gracious dif 
poſal they proſper, and are preſervedin 
dignity, plenty, and ſafety. 


| will not, by citation of places, la- | 


bour to confirm ſo obvious a Notion: 
it may ſuffice for that purpoſe, that the 
ſapreme accompliſhment of all Happt- 
neſs, the enjoyment of perfect Bliſs in 
Heaven, is, in agreement with this Jew- 
7h acception- of the word, moſt com- 
monly ſtyled S2/vation. But I muſt adde, | 
that whereas Salvation may relate either 
to the outward eſtate of a man's body, 
life, and fortunes, or to the internal dil- | 


poſitions of the mind 3 to our preſent 
coll- 
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| condition in this world , or to our fu- 
' ture and eternal eſtate : it doth ſeem 
here (I ſay not, to exclude the latter al- 
together, yet ) more directly and prin- 
cipally to reſpect the former, viz. that 
external and temporal welfare, which is 


conſpicuous and viſible 1n this world. 


' My reaſon is, Becauſe the other parts of 
this prophetical Promiſe do, in their 
moſt natural acception, ſignifie that out- 
ward Proſperity wherewith God would 
vouchſafe to bleſs his Church : that a- 
bundant benediGion of her ſtore, that ſa- 
tisfying her poor with bread , that joyful 
exultation of her Saints , that cloathing 
her enemies with ſhame, being expreſſ1- 
ons properly denoting a ſtate of exter- 
nal good weal and comfort ; and in con- 
ſonance to them require, that we thus 
likewiſe underſtand this phraſe 3 the 


Prieſts being alſo queſtionleſs deſigned 


to partake 1n this glorious Felicity of 
the Church. Which 1s alſo confirmed 
by other Prophecies of the ſame tenour 
and intention : as particularly that in 
Fer. 31. concerning the recolleCtion of 
{iracl, and redemption of the Spiritual 
dion, tis ſaid, 1 will ſatiate the ſoul of 
the Prieſts with fatneſs, and my people ſhall 
be ſatisfied with my goodneſs, &C. 

Now 


Verſ. 14. 
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Now , although we may adventure | 
fafely to interpret the declarations of 


Divine favour aceording to the moſt 
comprehenſive ſenſe of which the words 
are capable; where they are conceived: 


(it being the manner of the immenſely. ' 


Good God, to exceed rather, then to 
be deficient , in the performance of his 
word ; and to ſurpaſs the expeQations 
he hath raiſed in us, then any wiſe to 
diſappoint them : ) yet however, the 
leaſt we can imagine here promiſed to 


_ the Prieſts of Sion , will comprehend 


theſe three things. 
1. A Free and Safe condition of life: 


that they be not expoſed to continual | 


dangers of ruine ; of miſerable ſuffe 
rance, or remedileſs injury : that the 
benefits of peace, and law, and publick 
proteQion, ſhall particularly appertain 
to them ; ſo that their adverſaries (if 
any they happen to have ) ſhall not 
incited, by hope of reward or impunt 
ty, to hurt their perſons, rifle their 
goods , diſturb their quietz but that 
they ſhall enjoy good degrees of ſecu- 
rity, liberty , and tranquillity in thus 
world. 

2. A Proviſion of competent ſubſi- 


ſence for them : that their condition o 
I ife 
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| life be not wholly neceſfitous, or very 


penurious, deſtitute of convenient ac- 
commodations, or depending altogether 
for them upon the arbitrary benevolen- 
ces of men, which is, at beſt, but a more 
plauſible kind of beggery 3 but that 
they ſhall be furniſhed with ſuch reaſo- 
nable ſupplies, as are requiſite to encou- 

e them in the chearfull performance 

their duty. _ 

3. A Sutable degree of reſpect, and 
ſo. high a ſtation among men, as may 
commend them to general eſteem, and 
vindicate them from contempt : that 
they be not reputed among the dregs 
and: refuſe of the people 3 that their 
perſons be not baſe and deſpicable, their 


names made.the objefts of vulgar oblo- 


quy, their funftions become proſtitute 
to profane irrifion 5 but that ſome con- 
ſiderable authority, ſome more then or- 
dinary regard and veneration accrue un- 
to them from the high relations which 
they bear, and from the ſacred buſineſs 
which they manage. 

All this at leaſt(according to the moſt 
moderate interpretation of the phraſe ) 
that abundant Salvation doth imply , 
wherewith God hath promiſed to inveſt 
the Prieſts of Sion. | 

We 
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We may therefore preſume, or rathes! 
not preſume, but confidently rely upon; 


and comfort our ſelves im the expettaty» 
on of God's faithfull continuance to ful: 
fill this Promiſe. We may. affure our? 
ſelves, that: netther the ſecret envy.of 


them who' repine at: thoſe: encourape-! 


ments which God's Providence hath cors': 


ferred on his Prieſts, nor the:open 'ma-i | 


lice of thoſe that furiouſly oppugn their 
welfare, (hall ever prevail to overwhelm 
them with extream miſery, penury; or! 
diſgrace.z ſince no endeavour of earth: 
or hell can-ever be-able to. reverſe this: 
everlaſtirig decree of Heaven, or to des 
feat that 1rrefi{tible power which 1s ens: 
gaged to' its execution. No inferiour: 
force can'{trip them naked:of that Sal- 
vation , wherewith the Supreme Truth 
hath promiſed to cloath them. | 
Which confidence of ours may be im- 
proved, by confidering the Reaſons that 
might induce'Almighty God to reſolve,” 
and promiſe thus favourably in behalf 
of his Prieſts. ( For though we cannot. 
penetrate the incomprehenſible depths 
of the Divine Counſel, nor ſhould ever: 
peremptorily! conclude-.concerning the. 
% determinate Reaſons of his Actions? 
yet when the wifedom of his procee-, 


dings 
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dings doth clearly approve it ſelf to our 
\ Fanderſtandings, we ought readily to 
[acknowledge it, and humbly to praiſe 
him for it..') Now the Reaſons why Di- 
vine Providence ſhould undertake to 
preſerve the Prieſthood: in ſafety , to 
procure for them liberal maintenance , 
and to raiſe them above a-ſtate of ſcorn 
f and infamy ; may be eſpecially theſe 


t. It concerns God's Honour: . - 
2. The Good of the Church requires 
Te  LLny pets 
3. Equity and the reaſon of the cafe 
EXACTS It. . 


to tranſgreſs the rules of modeſty, or de- 
cency.. There be certain ſeaſons, where- 
1n confeſſedly. it is not onely excuſable, 
| but expedient alſo, to commend one's 
Self; as when a man is fallly accuſed , 
or unjuſtly afflicted. And with greater 
reaſon ſometime men _ are allowed to 
praiſe the Country where they were 
born and bred ,; the Family to which 
they are allied, the Society to which 
they are more eſpecially related. And 
_ ifat this time I aſſume the like liberty , 
the occaſion (I hope) will apologize for 

I1 me. 


In proſecuting which Heads of diſt 
' courſe; I fhall not feem to.you (I hope) 
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houſe , that wear his proper be 
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me. It becomes not me to be an adviſey I 
much leſs a reprover, in this Audience; f 


may TI therefore , with your favourable 
permiſſion”, preſume to be a. commen 
der, or ( if you pleaſe): a pleader for 
the welfare of this Sacred Order, a 
though my ſelf an unworthy and inconfs. | 


derable Member thereof. I fay therefore, | 


T. God's Honour is:concerned 1n the 
ſafe, comfortable, and honourable eſtate 
of his Priefts: and that upon account 
of thoſe manifold relations, whereby | 
they ſtand allied, appropriated, and de- 
voted to himſelf. KEE 

They are in a pecultar manner his 
Servants. The ſervant of the Lord (faith 
S. Paul) muſt not ſtrive, but be gemth | 
mito all men, apt to teach. The ſervant 
of the -Lord, who's that ? are not all men 
God's ſervants ? is not he Lord of all? 
Yes; but a Chriſtian Prieſt; -fuch as T# 
mothy was, is by way of excellency 60 
ſtyled. All men owe ſubjeftion, obeds 
ence, and homage to God : but the 


Prieſts are (his *Y-»p{D, bis Aci1sp200) bs | 


Miniſters ,, his Officers, his nnmedite 
Attendents, his Dotneſticks as'1t were, 
and-menial Servants ; that approach 
perſon, that tread the courts of hi 
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 thit are employed in his particular buſi- 


n&R; * And is it then for God's' ho- 


i687, to ſuffer them to be abuſed, to 


wint convenient ſuſtenance, to live 
if a mean and diſgracefull condition ? 
Would it not redound 'to the diſcredit 
of an earthly Prince, to permit, that the 
{ttendents on his Perſon, the officers of 
his Court , the' executers of his Edits 
ſhould have - the leaſt injury offered 
them, ſhould fare (cantly or courlely , 
ſhould appear in a ſordid garb 2 are 
they not therefore by eſpecial privileges 
guarded from ſuch inconveniences ? 
And ſhall the Great King and Lord of 
alt the world be deemed lefs provident 
for, leſs indulgent (not to'lay lefs juſt) 
unto his Servants 2 Servants, I ſay, and 
thoſe not of the loweſt rank , nor ap- 
pointed to the vileſt drudgeries 3 but 
ſuch as are employed in the moſt honou- 
rable charges , and are entruſted with 
his moſt eſpecial concernments. 


453 


- They are his Stewards. C A Biſhop, Tir. 1. 5; 


faith $. Par! ,' 2ſt be bluntleſÞ; ' a4 the 
dteward of God, ) If the Church be of- 


x6. Os, God's houſe, or family, * as 'tis * x Tim. 9. 


called, and the Prieſts the Ofroy5twr, the "5: 


Stewards of that houſe, the'Coriptrol- 
ers of that family ; 'tis ſurely no mean 
jy I1 2 ſtation 


” yo _ 


434. The Twelfth Sermon. 


Vid, Marr, ſtation they obtain therein. The diſtri. 
24: 45 bution of his bread, (the Bread of life, 
his holy Word , ) and the diſpenſation 
x Cor. 4. 1- Of his moſt precious Goods, ( the boly | 
Myſteries,) are committed to their care 
Luk, 12. 42- and prudence. Who ther ( faith ou 
Saviour ) #s that faithful ard wiſe ſtep. 
ard, whom his Lord ſhall make ruler ow. | 
his houſhold, to give them their portion of 
meat in due ſeaſon £ Who but the Priel 
who are therefore ſtyled both Tiras 
Te, 'Hysmuero, KuBegrioos, ( Preſidents, 
Guides , Rulers, ) and Towers ( Fee 
ders or Paſtours ) of the Church? 
Yea they are OixzoSppun allo, the Buil 
ders of that houſe, founding it by in- 
tial converſion, rearing it by continued 
inſtruQtion, covering and finiſhing it by 
ſacramental obſignation of Divine grace. 
z Cor.3. 10. As 4 wiſe archite@&, ( faith S. Paul) 1 
have laid the foundation , and anot 
builds upon it. al 
They are Ewwipye: OG, Co-operatou: 
with God ; that manage his bulineb, 
and drive on his defigns: the Solicitous | 
| of his affairs; the Maſters of his. 
*K5zuxes, queſts : * his Heralds , that publiſh bs] 
Decrees, denounce his Judgments, pw 
claim his Pardons, and as of grace ut- 
to his ſabjeRs ; that blazon his wy 


d | Cor. Zo -D 
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1nd defend his rightfull authority in 
the world: yea, his Miniſters of State; 
the Miniſters ( I fay, abſit invidia, ) of 


| his moſt glorious Spiritual Kingdom 3 


which is peculiarly denominated 7he 
engdom of God ; }) the orderly admi- 
niſtration of which, its advancement., 


Its preſervation, and its enlargement, 


are eſpecially commended to their dili- 
gerice and fidelity. 
They are, laſt- 


_ * Vide Mal. 2.9. For the Prieft's lips 
ly > God : Embaſ- ſhould heep knowledge , and they ſhould 
ſadours Fa delegated = law at his mouth : for he is the 


by him to treat of Meſſenger of the Lord of hoaſts. 
peace, and ſolicit a 

fair correſpondence between heaven / 

and earth, Now ther: Lon S. Paul) we 2 Corag. 20. 
are Embaſſadours for Chriſt , as though \ 
God did beſeech you by us : we pray you 

#n Chriſt's ftead , be reconciled to God. 

As though God did beſeech you by #8; ſee, 

they manage God's concernments, and | 
in a manner repreſent his perſon. At "a 
leaſt, if the Apoſtles were more proper- 
ly God's Embaſſadours, the preſent Mi- 
niſters of Religion are his Agents, and 


Reſidents here among men, deſigned to 


purſue the ſame negotiations commen- 
ced by them, Now you know by the 
law of Nations, and comman canſent of 
I1 3 all 
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entertainment, and civill refpe&,.hatf 
been ever acknowledged due to Ems 
baſſadqurs, ( and publick my 
their employment hath been efte 

honourable, their perſons held facred 
and . inviolable 3 and whatſoever dif 


outrage committed upon them, hath 
been interpreted done to him from 
whom they derive their commuthion, 
whoſe perſon they repreſent. Andi 
> 13-25 truly the bad uſage of God's Prieſts, if 
have de t Dot direMly and immediately, does yet 
theſe, &c. really and truly, according to mgr. 
& ac 19-40: eſtimation, terminate on, God hj 
. 4O» < b 
He that re- and refle& on his Honour, and prejir 
cerveth yz, dice his Religion; a due regard .tg 
recerveth him . es,” 
that ſent you, Which cannot be maintained, without 
_  proportionable reſpect; to the Miniſters 
thereof: The'bafeſt of the people may 
{crve to be Prieſts to Feroboarr's Calves, 
but not become the Miniſtery of. the 
God of I/7ael. ; figa| 
Do we not ſee the reverence of Civ 
Government upheld more by the per 
cious circumſtances, then by the zeal 
neceſiity thereof; by the magnificent 
retinue , and ſplendid ornaments af 
Princely dignity, then by the'eminent 
. benefits 


all men, all manner of ſecurity, Tt: | 


couxrteſie / hath been ſhewed unto, or - 
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| benefits 'of peace and juſtice-ſpringing 
' thence? Shall not (not onely the grea- 


teſt- inward worth, but ) the higheſt 
Nobility, if. baſely attired,: badly atten- 
ded, flenderly accommodated, paſs un- 
regarded, . yea diſregarded by us? men 
betpg.generally either unable to diſcern, 


| orumwilling to acknowledge excellency 
| deveſted of ſenſible luſtre. Religion 


therefore muſt. be well habited, or it 
will be ill .ceſpe&ed : the Prieſts muſt 
wear a comely -(if not a coſtly) livery, 
or God their Maſter's reputation will 
be impaired in: popular fancy; 
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_ Conſider David's reaſoning 3 Loe, [1 Chrone 17. 


awell 3n' a; houſe of Cedars, but the Ark © 


of the covenant of the Lord remaineth un- 
der Curtains.z' and compare ſuch. dil- 
courſe therewith as this z and judge can- 


didly, whether they have not ſome 


parity : Loe, my Attendents are clad 
with the fineſt-purple, God's Miniſters 
are covered ' with the courſeſt ſack- 
cloath ; my People ſurfeit with dain- 
tes, his Servants pine away for ſcarcity; 
my: Courtiers are reſpectfully ſaluted, his 
Prieſts {cornfully derided ; no man 


dare offend mine, every one may tram- 


ple on his Officers. 
And leſt we ſhould imagine God 
PTY [1 4 himſelf 


a.88 


conſider that diſdainfull expreſſion of 
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ments, or ſuch compariſons impertinent 


Mal. 1.8. his 3 If ye offer the blind for ſacrifice, 


it not evil ? and if you offer the lame 
and ſick, is it not evil ? Offer.it now th 
thy governour 3 will he' be pleaſed with 
thee, or accept thy perſon 2 ſaith the Lord 
of hoaſts. The ſame teſtimonies of tre: 
{pet that we ſhew our Governour 


God, it ſeems, expe&ts from us: in al 


Peut.18.1,2. 


kinds, and may reaſonably much grez- 
ter. 2” 53710”. ORE 

Nor is it a matter of ſlight conſiders 
tion, how plentiful] proviſion, in the 
policy deviſed and conſtituted by God 
himſelf, was made for the Prieſts ; hoy 


God aſſumes the immediate - patronage * 


of them, and appropriates the matte 


of their ſaftenance unto himſelf. The 


Priefts (faith the Law ) the Leviter, 


and all the tribe of | Levi ſhall have m 


part nor inheritance with Iſrael 5 thy 


ſhall eat the offerings ' of the Lord maat 


by fire, and his inheritance, Therefore | 


they ſhall have no inheritance among thi 


| brethren - the Lord is their inheritant. 


So that #hez (it ſeems)' no man'cou 
withhold any part of the Prieſts mait- 


. ment 


himſelf altogether void of ſuch reſents 


4 


tenance, without facrilegious encroact- 


f 


* - by 
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ment on God's own right, and robbin 

him of his due : (which is the greate 

ſecurity of an eſtate imaginable.) How 
likewiſe (next to the Prince) the high- 
eſt dignity and authority was then con- 
ferr d on the Prieſts: to them the in- 
tefpretation of law , 'to them the deci- 
fion of doubtfull cafes did appertain 3 
with ſevere injunctions to comply with 
their determinations, See how the bu- 
finefs is inculcated. If there ariſe 4 mat- De 


ter too hard for thee, between bloud and ” 


bloud , between plea and plea, between 
fir Uke and ſtroke, being matters of con 


 Troverſle within thy gates ;, ther ſhalt thou 


aviſe,: and get thee up unto the plare which 


the Lord thy God ſhall chuſe : And thou 


ſhalt come unto the Prieſts the Levites, 
and unto the Fudge that ſhall be in thoſe 
days, 'and enquire-;' and they ſhall ſhew 
thee the ſentence of judgment. And thou 


ſhalt doe according to the ſentence which 


they of that place, which the Lord ſhall 
ehuſe, ſhall ſhew thee 5 and thou ſhalt ob- 
ſerve to doe according to all that they in- 
form thee, According to the ſentence of 
the Law which they ſhall teach thee, and 
according to the judgment which they fhall 
tell thee, thou ſhalt doe : thou ſhalt not 
aecline from the ſentence , which they + 


ſhall 
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ſhall ſhew thee, to the right hand, noy jg 
the left. And the mari that, will doe pre. 
ſuraptuouſly,. and will not hearken to the 
Prieſt, that ſtandeth to miniſter there be: 
fore the Lord thy God, even that max 
ſhall die,and thou ſhalt pat away evil from 
1ſrael. Obſerve with 'how eminent-,a 
power God then thought fit to endow 
* Ka! 35 in bis Priefts <.. Wy 
7] dt wa) TWY, | vi r44 
x Druace TW dugiotureor, x xondg} Tf xamnyvaonloy 
1220s 6rd y Inomay, ſaith Foſephns : The Priefts wete confticured Sw 
praviſonrs-of all things, 'and Judges of controverſies, and Puniſher 


of offences. 2. in Apronem. | | 
And though we are not- in- all caſe 
obliged punctually to follow thoſe. por 
litical- preſcriptions.z yet is the reaſan 
of them perpetual', and' the example 
venerable : eſpecially ſince: the cuſtom 


of all- Times, and the reaſon of all.the 


World doth in' a ſort..con{pire to back 

Wo: ks. TR \-2 +450 
The firſt Prieſs we'.meet with: in 
Scripture is Melchizedek. 3 a King allo; 
Gen. 14 and ſuch a one, as the Patriarch Abi 
ham, (a Prince alfo himſelf, and, what 
is ſomewhat more, juſt then a Conque- 
rour,) in_the midſt of his triumphal 
heights, was not aſhamed- to acknow- 
ledge his ſuperiour., to honour him 
with-a tribute of his ſpoils, and tore 
CELVE 
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 ceive- a benedidtion from him. The 
next (if 1 miſtake not) is Potipherah, 
Prieſt of O-, whoſe daughter was not 
thought by: the King of Egypt an un- 
equal match for Joſeph, his chief Fa- 
yourite, and the next in dignity to 


himſelf in that flouriſhing Kingdom. 


(Though ſuch an alliance would per- 
haps be thought derogatory to the 
Worſhips of, our days.) The third is 
Revel, or Fethro, Prieſt of Mzdiar, the 
Father-in-law likewiſe of the 1]luſtrious 
Moſes ;/ a man as of approved wiſedom, 
ſo doubtleſs of conſiderable dignity. too. 
And the next to him (in order of ſto- 
ry) is the venerable Aaroz, no meaner 
a man, then the Brother of him who 


was King in Jeſurun. Thus all Na- Deut. 33. $. 


tions, wiſe and 1gnorant,,civill and bar- 
barous, were by one com- 


mon jnſtin& (as it were) of _ Vid. Ariſtor. Pol. VIT. g, 
| OUT: 0 Mop 


natural realon prompted, by ovv 156k vo! 


venience On their Prieſts,to expreſs their 

reverence of the Deity, and their af- 

tetion to Religion. 

| I will not ranſack the cloſets of An- 

tiquity, nor with needleſs oftentati- 

on produce the Egyptiare — 
the 


Gen. 4I. 45+ 


v,v]8 Bavau- 
£ - - : &52, TEOV» 77D 
conferring extraordinary pri- 3 % mummy mgine 


vileges of honour and con- ##% 7 avis: 
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* Porph. fe. * the Perſtar —_ the Gar liſh D ruids, | 


Swx-116.1V. the Caliphs and Myft?s of other Nati- 
ST as tex, Ons, to ſhew what preeminencies of re- 
Gall. L. VI. ſpect they enjoyed, what powerfull 
| {way they bore in their reſpeQive coun- 
tries; how the moſt weighty affairs, 
both of peace and war, were common- 
ly dire&ed by their oracular dittes, 
= It ſhall ſuffice to obſerve, that the gal- 
| lant Romans, ( whoſe devout zeal to 
Lib. 6. Teligion Polybi#s himſelf, no efpecial 

| friend of theirs, could not forbear to 
admire and applaud, ) I fay, that the 

rider -: moſt wiſe and valiant Romans did ſet ſp 
regyus]z high a value upon the Prieſtly order, 
» 4907, that if their principal Magiſtrates (the 
5. Plur. in Prxtors, and Conſuls themſelves )' did 
Mareellh. caftally meet with one of Vef#'s Prieſts, 
they cauſed immediately thoſe dreadful 

Rods, the enſigns of their Authority, 

Sen. in Con. £0 ſubmit 3 and they themſelves reſpett- 
tre. fully gave place, as if they meant to 


confeſs thoſe Prieſts in a manner their | 


betters. Nor did they amiong them of 
the moſt noble extraction, and of the 
higheſt dignity in the Commonwealth, 
(even after many glorious exploits at- 


chieved | by them, ) _— diſdain, | 


but did rather ambitiouſly affed& to be 


admitted into the ' College of Prieſts: 
inſo- 
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infomuch that,after the diſffolution of the 
Republick, the Emperours thought good 
to aſſume the Pontifical dignity to them- 
ſelves, ſuppoſing the Office too honou- 
rable, the title too magnificent for a 
Subjet. For they wiſely, it ſeems, and 
honeſtly adjudged it no debaſement of 
their quality, no diminution to their 
perſonal excellency, to be imployed in 
the ſervice of the immortal Gods z 
whom they acknowledged the Patrons 
of their Country , the ProteCtours of 
their ſafety : Nor that they leſs deſfer- 
ved of the pubhck, who rightly orde- 
red their religious Devotions, then the 
wha prudently adviſed in the Senate, 
- or fotight valiantly in the field : for 
that the good ſucceſs of publick under- 
takings did as much, or more, depend 
upon the favourable diſpoſition of Di- 
vine Providence, as upon the carefull 
endeavour of humane induftry. o 
I cannot forbear to allege that fo 
grave and pertinent ſpeech of Czcero, 
Which is the Exordinn of his Oration 
ad Pontifices : * Cam multa divinitus, 
&* Pontifices, 4 majoribus noſtris inventa 
* atque inſtituta ſunt 5, tum nihil precla- 
* rits, quam quod vos eoſdems & Religio- 
* nibus Deorum immortalium, & ſums 
»& me 
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. © 212 Rep. preefſe voluernnt © ut amphſ- 
«* Frm & clariſſemi Cives Rempnbl. bene 
« verendo, Religiones ſapienter interpre- 
« tando, Remy. conſervarent. A whol- 
ſome and politick inſtitution he thought 
it, conducible to the publick good ard 
fafery, that the Civil and Sacred Autho- 
rity ſhould be united in the fame per- 
fons ; that it was as well for the inte- 
reſt of the State, as for the credit of 
Religion, that the Prieſts ſhould be | 
men of honour, or (which 1s all one) 
honourable men Prieſts. - | TO 

All which evinces plainly, that it is 
1nno wife the reſult of a generous heart, 

F ( for what Nation ever produced fo 

many brave ſpirits as that ? ) but m{ | 

ther proceeds from an inconfiderate de: 

licacy of hutnour, (or from a profane | 
haughtineſs of mind, ) to loath, as now 

men do, and deſpiſe that employment, 

which 1n its own nature is'of all moſt 

noble, and moſt beneficial 

Trane, pls decet bomi-- £© mankind. For if to be 
ns. qudm Dei famulum el | SOT 
nominari ? ac terreni quam a COourtier 1N a particitlar 
celeſtis Regis officialem , Country, 1s of all others the 
47 ogg yo0gyr och ' moſt honourable relation; 
anteponit .Eccleſig, drvinis and to wait upon am wy 
aroſe —_— por King, 1s accounted a molt 
tar, Bern, Epiſt, 18. worthy function : to be pe- 
culiarly 
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culiarly God's Servant, and- in Religy 
ous addrefles immediately to attend on 
him, muſt conſequently be the moſt 
excellent preferment in the World, 
which is God's Kingdom. And if to 
ſupply a man's bodily needs, to reſtore 
his liberty, to ſave his life, be works of 

nerous benefticence : how much more 
1s it ſo, by good condud and inſtrudci- 
on of men. to. adorn their Souls with 

Vertue, to free them from the bondage 
of Sin, to reſcue them' from eternall 
ruine ? | 

Our magnanimous Anceſtours, who 
erected as' well trophees of their invin- 
cible courage abroad ; as monuments 
of their incomparable piety -at home, 

and equally by both did purchaſe im- 
mortal renown -to their ingratefull po- 
ſterity, ( for not to imitate good ex- 
ample, is the greateſt ingratitude,) they, 
I fay , were otherwiſe diſpoſed ; to 
whoſe honeſt Devotion we owe thoſe 
handſome privileges, and thoſe com- 
petent revenues which the Prieſthood 
ſtill enjoys3 and which are ſo maligned 
by this untoward Age, not lefs degene- 
rate 1n ſpirit, then corrupt 1n manners : 
when all Wiſedom, and Vertue, and 
Religion , are almoſt in moſt places 
ALY grown 
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grown ridiculous : when the ſerious ufe 
of Reaſon / is become (in vulgar opints 
on) the moſt impertinent and inſigni- 
ficant thing in the world : when Inno- 
cence is reputed a meer defect of wit, 
and weakneſs of judgment 5 Integrity, 
a fond pertinacity of humour ; Con- 
ſtancy of mind, and Gravity of demex 
nour , a kind of ſullen morofity, or 
uncouth afte&ation of ſtngularty 5 and 
all ſtriﬆ pradice of Chriſtian Duty in- 
currs the 1mputation of fome new-found 
opprobrious name, one or other. No 
wonder then, when Religion it elf 
hath ſo. much decayed in 1ts love and 
eſteem, if the Prieſts, its profeſſed Guar- 
dians, do partake tn its fortune. Nor 
is it to be feared,” but that, wherr the 
predominant vanities of the Age are 


ſomewhat decodted', -and men grow. 


weary of their own inconvenient fok 
hes 3 when-ever ( not a fierce zeal for 
ſome whimfical Model, or fome para- 


doxicall Opinion, but) a ſober elteem 


of, and a cordial affection- to Vertue 
and genuine Piety do begin to reve 
in the breaſts of men ; the love and re- 
verence of the Clergy will return. For 


tt wilt be ever true, what was once. 


- faid, (though difated onely from the 
realon 
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| ;eafon and experience of a Heathen,) 


| nz bond fide colit Deos, amat &@* Sacer- 
dotes ; He that ſencerely worſhips God, 
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Statius, E- 
piſt. Dedic. 
in V, lib. 


will heartily love bis Prieſts. But hot Sylvarum. 


to inſiſt longer on this Reaſon. 

If. The Good of the Church requires, 
| that the Prieſthood be well protected, 
; well provided for, and well regarded. 


That men be converted from iniquity, 
and induced to the fincere prattice of 


Vertue, is the chief Good of the Church, 
that to which the Favour of God is an- 
nexed, and upon which the Salvation 
of Souls doth rely. And this Good 
mainly depends, partly upon the due 
execution of the Pricſtly office, partly 
upon the fit diſpoſition of the people 
to comply therewith : and to both 
thoſe effe&s the comfortable eſtate of 
the Prieſthood is conducible and requi- 
lite, The Prieſt muſt be capable to in- 
ſtruct with advantage ; and the people 
diſpoſed to learn with readineſs : He 
muſt lead, and They follow chearfully 
in the paths of righteouſnels. Which 
alacrity how can he be Maſter of, whoſe 
mind cre and grief, the inſeparable 
companions of a needy eſtate, do con- 
tinually diſtratt and diſcompole ? whoſe 
ſpirit 1s deje&ted with conſtant regret, 
K k and 
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- Fhil. 1, I 


water all the day, and ſtudy moſt of 


and, ( as thoſe faithfult brethren did, 
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and frequent diſappointments ? Can hef 
be free and expedite in the diſcharge of 
his duty, who is perplexed with the 
difficulties, and encumbred with the ya 
rieties of ſecular buſineſs, (ſuch as the 
exigencies of a narrow condition do ne- 
ceſlarily induce? ) No : few there be 
that, with EpiFetrs, can philoſophate 
in ſlavery ; or, like Cleanthes, can dray 


the night. 

The Prieſts are bound, (for the pro- 
pagation of truth and right, and for 
the reclaiming of men from errour and | 
fin, that is, for the moſt important good 
of the Church,) as the Apoſtles are of 
ten related to have done, 77zpfnna{ua, 
to ſpeak, all out ; (or to uſe an uncont- 
ned liberty of ſpeech; ) to exhortto | 
the practice of Vertue, as our Saviour 
did, ptr” Zona, with licence and antbs 
rity; to deterr from Vice, as S. Pal 
injoyns Tit#s, wele macs tmlayis, With 
an all-commanding and imperious ſtram; | 


encouraged by S. PauFs example) mt 
Wav 225m; AaAdiv T Atyov, to. dare ute | 
dauntedly to utter the word of truth; 
they are obliged to deal impartial 
with all, to flatter no man; to wi 

niſh 


4 


F niſh, yea and (with prudence feaſona- 
" bly) to reprove the greateſt of men ; 


pring, their fortunes 2 what props can 5: 
ww 
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not to reſpe&t the perſons of the rich, 
nor to dread the faces of the moſt ter- 
rible among men. And how {hall this 
neceſſary courage be engendred , be 
cheriſhed, be preſerved 1n the breaſt of 


him who grovels upon the ground, and =o 
| . unt que 
croutches under the depreſſing loads of, £7... 


want and diſgrace > What engines are homines per- 


able to raiſe the ſpirits of men above {#4 «cer: 


the ordinary fountains from which they Juyen. Sar. 


= Aidws Tu 
ſtain them at that due pitch, deſtitute al 


of ſolid ſtrength, wealth, and refpect ? iy, Sup 


With what face ſhall a pitifull underling hs _=_ 


encounter the ſolemn looks of an op- re;; mule 
prefling Grandee ? with what hope of 594% 5,-wms 


ſucceſs in his forlorn habit ſhall he ad- 7 7245 
venture to check the vicious extrava- ms an? nas 


gancies of a ruffling gallant > Will he 7%69% 


» . Xi S \moAditCd- 
dare to contradid& the opinion, Or to ye, Menand. 


 difllow the practice of that wealthy, 


or this powerfull neighbour, by whoſe 
alms, 1t may be, he 1s relieved, and ſup- 
ported by his favour ? 

But admit it poſſible a man may be 
both extreamly indigent, and ſufficient- 
ly refolute : ( that is, ſtrong without 
tood, and fat by digeſting the thin air:) 
K K-42 with 
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with what regard then ſhall his free Þ 
and faithfull advice be entertained) F 


Shall not his moderate confidence be ac. 

counted impudence ; his open fincerj. 

ty of ſpeech be ſtyled unmannerly pre. 
ſumption 3 his minding others of their 

duty adjudged a forgetfulneſs of his 

own condition, or a diſorderly tranſ: 

-  grefling the due limits thereof 2 If he 

- be not aſhamed of the truth, will not 

the truth be aſhamed of him ? Shall he 

not prejudice more by the meanneſ of 

his garb, then further by the forced 

his reaſon, that good caufe which he 
maintains ? Will men reſpect his words 

whoſe perſon they deſpiſe 2 will they 

be willingly counſelled, or patiently 
reproved by him, whom they eſteem, 

yea, whom they plainly fee, ſo much 

T2 1" 45io- their infertour > No : the ſame words 
Fs $4.” Which proceed from the mouths of men 


$52, xx 35 degree. Weak and ineffectual are the 
Jewroy, moſt eloquent harangues of beggarl 


Furip. = unobſerved the moſt notable difQatesd 
Hecuba, poor mercenary pedants, The auth 
rity of the ſpeaker doth uſually more 

incline, then the weight of the _— 

( 
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| Tt was the obſervation of the wiſe Son 


of Sirach : When a rich man ſlips, he Ecclus 13, 


hath many helpers; he ſpeaketh things not 
to be ſpoken, and yet men juſtifje him - 
the poor man miſcarried, and they far- 
ther rebuked him ; he ſpake diſcreetly, and 
get could have no place, When a rich 
man ſpeaketh, every man holdeth his 


tongue 5 and his words they extoll to the Kavues Mu 


clouds : but if the poor man ſpeak, they 


'Y, edtyſe- 


ſay, Who is this £ and if he ſtumble, they e1i;. 


will help to overthrow him. And dSolo- 


20: kimfelf notes the ſame : The poor Eccles 9. 15. 


man's wiſedom is deſpiſed, and his words 
are not heard. Not onely thoſe that 
ſwell with pride, and ſwim 1n plenty, 
but even the meaneſt of the people 
will be apt to contemn his inſtructions, 
whom they perceive in few or no cir- 
. cumſtances of life to excel] them. Tf 
the Preacher's condition be not, as well 
as his pulpit, ſomewhat elevated above 
the- loweſt ſtation, few will hear him, 
tewer mind his words, very few obey 
him. Job's caſe deſerves well to be 
confidered. While he flouriſhed in 
wealth and reputation, all men atten- 
ded to his counſell, and admired his 


diſcourſe. The Princes ( faith he ) 7e- Job 29. 9,10, 
frained talking, and laid their hand on "" 214 2% 


Kk3” their 


602 The Twelfth Sermon. 


their month : The Nobles held their peace, 

and their tongue cleaved to the roof of 

their month. When the ear heard me, 

then it bleſſed me; and when the ogg 

faw me, it eave witneſs to me.' Unt 

me men gave ear, and waited, and het 

flence at my connſell, After my word; - 

they ſpake n0t again, and my ſpeech drop- 

ped vpon them. So officiouſly attentive 

were all men to Job 1n his proſperity, 

But when the ſcale was turn'd, ' and he 

became depreſſed in eſtate, no man 

minded either him or his diſ@urſe; 

except it were to deſpiſe and ſcorn both; 

Job 30. 1, 9, But now (faith he) they that are younger 
lo, then 1 have me in deriſton, whoſe fathers 
TI wonld have diſdained to have ſet with 
the dogs of my flock. I am their ſong, 


Prov, 14. 20. - , Jor me 
0070489: you, I am their by-word. They abtior me, 


hated even they fly far from me, and ſpare not th 
of his own ſpit £ £ Wo + Becauſe he hath loofed 
netgintour * my cord, and afflicted me. If Job, a 
hath mary perſon who ſo equally and moderately, 
_ yea ſo * humbly and courteouſly and 
. #39 *5* bountifully uſed his proſperity, as we 
find he did, was notwithſtanding it | 
his adverſity ſo generally ſlighted and 
abhorred 3 what {hall their lot be, who 
never enjoyed thoſe advantages ? what | 
regard ſhall their wholſome advice = 
ml 
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what efficacy their moſt pathetical ex- 
'F hortations obtain ? what paſſion their 
faint breath raiſe in mens benummed 
hearts ? No more, certainly, then their 
mean condition ſhall procure among 
men either of friendſhip or eſteem. 

We ſee therefore how Almighty God, 
that he might conciliate credit unto, 
and infuſe a perſuaſive 'energy into the 
words of his Prophets and Apoſtles, 
was pleaſed to dignifie them with ex- 
traordinary gifts of foretelling future 
events, and doing miraculous works : 
their Doctrine, it ſeems, (though of it 
ſelf moſt reaſonable and plauftble,) be- 
ing not ſufficient to convince the hea- 
rers, without ſome remarkable excel- 
lency in the Teachers, challenging the 
people's awfull regard , and exciting 
their attention. Otherwiſe how pitt- 
fully-ſcant a draught thoſe poor fiſhers 
of men had caught by the common al- 
lurements onely of innocent life, and 
rational diſcourſe, I leave you to ima- 
gine. And where ſuch extraordinary 
commendations are wanting, 1s it -not 
reaſonable that the need of them ſhould 
be ſupplied by ordinary and probable 
expedients ? 

I might farther adde, how a neceſſt- 
| K k 4 tous 
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tous and deſpicable eſtate doth com» F 
monly not onely diſturb the minds, 
and deje& the ſpirits of men 3 but dif: 
tempereth alſo their Souls, and viciateth 
their manners ; rendring them not one- 
ly fad and anxious, flaviſh and timo- 
rous , but greedy alſo and covetous, 
peeviſh and mutinous, rude and igno- 
rant : engages them in ſordid company, 
and tempts them to unworthy court, 
From which one cauſe how ſcandalous 
effects, and how prejudicial to the | 
Churche's both honour and ſafety, have 
proceeded, I necd not for to ſay, fince 
wotull experience too loudly proclaims 
It. 

[ might adde moreover, that the 
Prieſts do confer to the good of the 
State 3 which is ſecured and advanced 
by the ſincere inſtruttion of men 1 
duties of Obedience, Juſtice, and Fide- 
lity ; and by maintenance of good Cott | 
{ſcience among men, So that if thing 
be rightly conſidered, it will be hard | 
to find a better Commonwealths-man, 
then a good Miniſter. 

Sceing therefore the good of the 
Church, upon various accounts, is {0 
much concerned in the Prieſts encou- 
ragement, welfare and reſpect 3 'tis ve! 

X fitting 
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fitting they ſhould have them. Which 
conſideration I conclude with that feri- 
ous admonition of the Apoſtle to the 
Hebrews ; wherein the ſubſtance of 
what hath been ſpoken on this point is 


contained ; Obey your rulers,(or guides, Heb. 13. 17. 


and ſubmit to them 5, for they watch for 
your ſouls , as they that are to give an 
account : that they may doe it with joy , 


and not with complaint 3 for this is un- uy dt 


profitable for you. *AdwarreMs D THT * T6: 
that is, for this pays no taxes, quits 70 
ſcores 5, turns to 10 account, is 10-wiſe ad- 
vantageows for you 5 but rather (for 
there is a puctwois IN thoſe words ) Is 
hurtfull and detrimental to you. But 
farther, 

HT. Common Equity, and the Rea- 
ſon of the caſe exacts, that ſafety, com- 
petent ſubſiſtence, and fitting reſpeC be 
allowed to the Prieſts. If you conſider 
their Perſonal qualities; who, I pray, do 
[commonly better deſerve thoſe advan- 
tages then they 2? Thoſe qualities, I ſay, 
which reſult from a liberal,a ſober,a mo- 
deſt education, in the Schools of wiſe- 
dom, and under the influences of good 
diſcipline. If Birth ( that is, at belt, an 
imaginary relation to the gallantry of an 
Anceſtour ) entitle men to Honour 3 


it 
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Vid. Oiig. 
contra Cell. 
1.3. pag 129. 


Mal. 2. Jo 
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if the cheap favours of Fortune be fo 
highly prized and admired ; if Riches 
C that is, the happy reſults of induſtry 
In trivial matters ) do eafily purchaſe 
reſpe&t: what may not * they pretend 
to, whoſe conſtant { and not always 
unſucceſsfull ) endeavour it hath been 
to deſerve well, to cultivate their minds, 
and regulate their manners? 

True worth indeed isnot confined to 
any particular order of men; yet I 
ſhould wrong none, by yy It 15 no- 
where more plentifully to be found 
then in this. What 1s it that doth ad- 
vance mens nature, that adorns their 
minds, that commends their perſons to 
eſpecial regard ? Is it Knowledge ? The 
Prieſts lips preſerve it ; their diſcourſe 
doth diffuſe 1t. _ Is it Vertue > Whence 
have more , or greater examples there- 
of proceeded then from them? Is1t 
Piety? It 1s their proper bulineſs, it 
hath been always ( in ſome meaſure ) 
their care to promote 1t : That 1gno- 
rance and barbarity, diſloluteneſs and 1t- 
religion have not long ſince, like a de- 
luge, overſpred the face of the world, 
none, I ſuppoſe, will be ſo unjuſt, as to 
deny in greateſt part due to their vigt- 
lant endeavours. Even thoſe improve- 
ments 
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 mehts of Wit and Eloquence, which are 
' employed to their diſgrace and diſad- 
vantage, muſt be acknowledged origi- 
nally derived from them. 

Faults they have had, and will always 
have; for they are Men, and ſubje& to 
the common imperfections of mortal 
nature : but that, perhaps, lefs and fewer 
then any other diſtinCt ſort of men ; that 
as it is their duty, fo it hath been their 
practice, to excell in Vertue; and that 
they have commonly in effe& made 


good S. Ambroſe his words , Debet pre- eyift. 82. 


ponderare vita ſacerdotis, ſicut preponde- 
rat gratia were not difficult to demon- 
ſtrate, if ſeemly to make compariſons , 
or to. inſiſt upon fo invidious a ſubjec. 
Nor, were they greater then ever real- 
ly they have been, or then ever malice 
could miſrepreſent them, ſhould it be 
therefore equal, that the miſcarriages of 
ſome ſhould derogate from the reputati- 
on, or prejudice the welfare of the 
whole Order. 

| But to wave this plea ; conſider their 
Employment. Is there any office more 
laborious, more vexatious then theirs ; 
accompanied with more weariſome toll, 
more ſolicitous care, more tedious at- 
tendence? They are deſervedly called 


Watch- 
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' Heb, 13, 15. Watchmen, being conſtrained to ſtand | 
always on the guard, to be always 


wakefull, attentive, and ready to warn 
the people of approaching dangers : 
and Shepherds likewiſe, being forced to 
endure the various hardſhips of that un- 
ealie life, the inconveniences of all 
weathers, the nipping froſts, and ſwel- 
try heats, and all diverſities of irkſome 
travail; they muſt feed, they muſt guide, 
they muſt defend ; they mult ſeek the 
loſt, and reduce the ſtraying. ſheep, 
What aſliduity of ſtudy, what earneſt 
contention of Soul are they obliged to 
uſe, 1n the continual inſtruction, exhor- 
tation, and reprehenlion of the people; 
in rectifying their judgements, ſatisfying 
their res 2s removing their prejudices, 
bearing their infirmities, and ſympathi- 
zing with their afflictions? Tis they 
that are engaged with all their might to 
withſtand the prevailing encroachments 
of Iniquity, to ſtop the progreſs of per: 
nicious Errours, to dete@& the falſe pre- 
tences of Impoſtours, to confute the fal- 
lacies of Sophiſters, to repell the aſſaults 
of all Adverſaries to the truth; yea, if 
need be, to expoſe, not onely their dea- 
reſt contents of life, but even their lives. 


themſelves, in the defence thereof. 4 
H* 
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yg 


Enſebizs reports thus of Maximinys , Lib. VI. 


Teas Jo cnxMnagy zpyolas MOSS, WG 
» f \ \ 5 J I 
iris x14 To Qzy)i EY ANLTHLINGS , 
eraipdicyas mp>aTla* He commanded that 
onely the Governours of the Church (that 
is, the Biſhops ) ſhould be ſlaughtered, as 


the Authours of the growth and prevalence 


of Evangelical DoGFrine. Neither was it | 


a ſingular practice of that bloudy Ty- 
rant, but as a thing of courſe 1t con- 
ſtantly follows , that where-ever Righ- 
teouſneſs and Truth are violently 1m- 
pugned, the Priefts are ſure to taſt dee- 

of that bitter cup 3 that their 
Goods be in the firſt place ſequeſtred 
and ſpoiled , their Repnitutton an , 
their Perſons miſuſed, their Lives facri- 
_ to the Perſecutours outrageous ma- 
ice. 

Is It not reaſonable then, and equal, 
that they who, for the ſervice of God, 
and benefit of the Church , undergo 
ſuch difficultieg, and are objected to fo 
great hazzards, ſhould be ſuſtained , 
thould be refreſhed by proportionable 
encouragements?. Is it not barbarous 
uſage, to expect ſo hard duties from 
them, to impoſe ſuch heavy burthens 
on them, and yet to grudge any ſutable 
comforts, any ſatisfactory rewards to 
them ? 
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them? Good King Hezekiah ſurely was | 


not ſo minded , of whom 'tis ſaid , H> WW 


2 Chron, 31. commanded the people that dwelt in Hit. 
+ ruſalem, to give the portion of the Prieſts 
and the Levites, that they might be en- 
couraged in the Law of the Lord : that is, 
that they might be heartned to ſtudy, 
to teach, to perform the duties required 
of them by the Divine Law. And Saint 
Paul thus rationally expoſtulates in the 
i Cor, 9. 7, Prieſts behalf: Who ever goeth to war at 
11, his own charges? who planteth a vineyard, 
and eateth not of the fruit thereof ? | or 
who feedeth a flock , and eateth not of the 
Vid. Rom. milk, of the flock £ If we have ſown unto 
15. 2). you ſpiritual things 5 7s it a great thing, 
if we ſhall reap your carnal things ? Is 
4 great thing £ do you think much of 
it? If you do, you are unreaſonable, 
you are unjuſt, you are ingratefull. And 
otherwhere he. thus very emphatically 
: Theſl. , admoniſhes; We beſeech you, brethren, to 
a221f * mind them which labour, antang you, aut 
| »o) @e;7;a- || preſide over you in the Lord, and that 
pgs moniſh you; and to eſteens then more 
then exceedingly (<apwmepess) in love, 
for #heir work ( or, for ther office) ſake* 
(fo $y» frequently ſignifies 1n ſuch ca- 
ſes.) And apain; [Cs the Elders (ot 
1 Tiw. 5.17. Prieſts, of Tpeouria, ) which rule wel 


»Þ be 


_—— 
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be counted worthy of double honour : ( or, 
of double recompence - 10 Tn allo im- 
ports.) Prieſts as ſo, for their office ſake, 
have honour and reward due to them 3 
which, according to the good manage- 
ment of that office, are proportionably 
to be augmented and multiplied. 

But farther yet, abſtracting from both 
their perſonal worth , and the merit of 
their ſervice, conſider their Condition 
in this world , and ſee whether it doth 
not in equity challenge ſome reaſonable 
proviſion to be made for them. Are 
they not, by the nature of their profeſ- 
ſion , ſecluded from all ordinary means 
of temporal advancement? Be not thoſe 
uſual inlets of Wealth , the Court , the 
Camp, and the Exchange , ſhut upon 
them, yea barr'd againſt them, by thoſe 
inſuperable obſtacles af Law and Cu- 
ſtom 2 Can they grow rich by trade, 
or famous by feats of arms? May they 
plead for others ? 'tis well if they be al 
lowed to doe it for themſelves before 
Equal judges. Yet are they not Men , 
endued with humane paſſions and re- 
ſentments? Are they not Citizens, par- 
taking in the common intereſts of the 
weal publick 2 Arc they not ſenſible of 
the inconveniences, and capable of en- 
joying 
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Jjoying the benefits of this life? Are" 
they not equally obliged , and would 7 


they not be glad, as well as others ,” to 
be in a —_— to requite courteſies, 


to help relations, to gratifie friends, to 


relieve the poor, to expreſs reſpeCtively 
their humanity , and their gratitude? 
Skill they not to uſe the goods of For- 


tune (or rather the gifts of Providence). 


with as much diſcretion, as much ſobre 


ety, as much honour, as others? Com- 


pare things righteouſly, and let Reaſon 
judge 3 let Experience be examined; 
let thoſe eternal monuments of their 
Piety, their Charity, their Hoſpitality, 
declare and teſtifie. Shall, laſtly, the 
fruits of painfull ſtudy , the 1mprove- 
ment of hopeful] parts, the flower of vi- 
gorous age and ſtrength ſpent in the 
publick ſervice', tend onely hither, to 


put a man into a ſtate of ſtruggling with 
extream contempt and penury? If this 
be not, what, I pray you, is monſtrous | 


iniquity? 


_ Since therefore it appears ( upon ſo 
many ſeveral ſcores ) reaſonable, that 
Almighty God ſhould undertake the | 


prote&tion, and aſlert the honour of his 
Prieſts; we may not onely praiſe tlic 
goodnebs, 


Dk Sas ftrag.. an On am mac ww mt —_— ww ten aw — 0M 
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boodnefs, but approve alſo the wiſedom 
Wor this promiſe 5/and by the coritempla- 
tion'thereof ſtrengthen our'faith in re« 
| Hance thereon:'-T'o-which purpoſe one 


Confideration more may very much'con-' 


duce, and withall may provoke our-gra- 


titude to celebrate: his truth and faith- 
0d, 'as well as his 


- ® Fr 


kulneb, in making goo 
goodneſs and wiledont, 1h trlakirig this 


Promiſez' 97s; the conſidering how con- 
timally hitherto God hath beer: pleaſed? 


effeQually to clvath his Prieſts with Sal- 
vation, tO provide abundantly -for their 
ffety,, their:accommodationh,: their te- 
ſpe& in this world 5' and to deliver thei 
om the oppoſite inconveniences: 
-Tf'we refle& our thoughts on the firſt 
Apes of Chriſtianity, (not more-diſmal 
tor Suffering; then glorious for Piety, ) 
tis'adinirable to- ſee how- ſincerely and 
paftionately | the Chriſtian people did 
theh love their Prieſts and Paſtours 3 
howw liberally, out of their ſlender ſtock, 
andthe ſhipwreeks of their ſpoiled for- 
tunes, they contributed to their main- 
tenance z what exceedtng veneration 
they bore them ; with what incredible 


alacrity they ſubmitted to the moſt ſe- 


vere diſciplines injoyned by themz how 
willingly they followed them , though 
L leading 


4 
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be... 
B.- 
+ J ; 


' torture ; {0 


- * 


neceſfary for the Chriſtian. Prieſts, to ® 


undergo the greateſt hardſhips , accar- 
ging to the delign of Chriſtian Religion 
(which, was to.be propagated,not by ter. 
rour of Power, nor by politick Artifice, 
bt by ithe 1avincible. Faith, Reſolution 
nd Patience of the Profeſſours and Tex- 
chers thereof; yet never more may 
they have ſeemed to. thrive and profp 

then in that juncture. of time, whenthey 
enjoyed the univerſal good will and ap- 


plauſe of good people , when they un | 


conſtrainedly embraced. affliction | for 
rightequſneſs ſake, and acquired there- 


by the'certain fruition, of -a more excel- | 


lent Salvation. 2 conk, 

But: in the ſucceeding Times, when 
Chriſtianity, breaking out of theclouds 
of Perſecution, began to ſhine aver all 
with brighteſt luſtre 3 of the- glaries and 
happy fruits of that illuſtrious triumph 
none did partake more fully, then they, 


who had ſiſtained the hardeſt brunts of 


the foregoing confli& , and had been; 


the principal cauſes of the ſucceſs Then | 


the joyfull acclamations of the faithful 
people refounded in the praiſe of theit 


victorious Champions : then wy) | 
"Fm. 


| 
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Emperours themſelves , with arms out- 
<ſtretched,and hearts enlarged, with affec- 


tion embrace the authours of their hap 
py Converſion : then all Laws prejcl 
clal to their welfare were reſcinded, an 
new ones were ſubſtituted, abundantly 
providing for their ſecurity, honeſt live- 
lihood, and due reverence 3-' which in 
eſs of time, not in the Roman Em- 
pire onely , but in all other Nations 
( that afterwards did entertain Chriſtia- 
nity ) were no-wiſe impaired, but were 
rather ampliated and fortifted by the pi- 


ous favour of Princes : The barbarous 


Gothbs, and Vandals, and Lombards, bein 
no ſooner endued with any degree © 
Civility, or any fenſe of Religion, then 
roffeſſed with a hearty reverence of 
their Biſhops, and Prieſts. | 
And ever ſince , ( which 1s not to be 
imputed, as ſome raſhly, if not impiouſ- 
ty, averre, to the prevalence of Anti- 
chriſtian iniquity , but rather to the 
Providence of Divine Benignity ; ever 
fince, I fay, ) till the late Commotions 
and Alterations in Chriſtendom , they 
have been the Guardians of others ſafe- 
ty, not themſelves deprived of proteGti- 
on 3 have abounded with: wealth , ra- 
ther then wanted ſuſtenance; have been 
L1 2 the 
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the objefs of envy ,,.more then of con-Wl 


riſhed them, .have relied upon their ad: | 


vice ; and-.entruſted them with their 
higheſt concernments. Nobles have not 
been aſhamed to yield them place. The 
Sacerdotal robe hath been often dyed 
with purple; and* the Sons of mighty 
Monarchs. have not thought themſelyes 
degraded. by entring, into' their Order, 
And fi in ſome particular places (before 
or ſince thoſe Changes) their condition 
hath not: been ſo high and plentitull; 
yet hath it been(almot ever) tolerable; 
the countenance of Authority , and the 
reſpe& of the people being in good de+. | 
gree vouchſafed them: Even in thoſe 
Churches which till this day groan. ur- 
der the oppreſſion of Infidel Princes; 
the Prieſts (by the free permiſſion, of 
thoſe Princes ) retain their juriſdidon 
in a manner as great as ever 3 and with- 
all enjoy a maintenance nat altogether 
inconſiderable. a, Fu 

So fayourable hitherto hath God been 
unto his Prieſts, ſo faithfull to his Pro- | 
miſe : which doth oblige us ta thank 
him ; which may encourage us to. hope 


' in him 3 which may'arm us with cont- 


dence againſt the preſent ill-will of ou 
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that wiſh, and againſt :the practices 'of 


> thoſe that deſign our ruine. 


- Tis true, This Promiſe is not affixed 
to all parts of time, to all particularities! 
of place, to all determinate circumſtan- 
ces of things. The Prieſts may now and 
then, here and there, in this or that ſut- 
fer highly ; they may be ejected,” be 
plundered, be degraded, as experience 
hath ſhewed us. But they may be alſo 
ſoon reſtored, re-poſleſled, re-advanced, 
and (T had almoſt fajd) revenged too 
as the like experience doth aflure us. 
'Tis' not impoſhble, I confeſs, we may 
relapſe into the ſame, or into a more 
calamitous eſtate ; the obſtinate difat- 
fetions of men threaten it , and our 
own miſcarriages more dangerouſly : 
yet the moſt offenſive of theſe ( which 
many honeſt men diſlike, and moſt men 
exclaim againſt } have been in as bitter 
terms complained of in almoſt the-firſt 


Apes. © Inhiant poſſeſſronibus, predia'ex- Sulp. Sev. 


* colunt, auro incubant, queſtui per ommnia 
<« ſtudent , ſaid a devout Writer of Ec- 
_ Clefiaſtical hiſtory about 1300 years a- 
goe. And fo much no man ( without 
extream uncharitableneſs and talſhood ) 
can 1n ſo general terms impute to the 
preſent Clergy : notwithſtanding which, 
| L13 God 


Lib. 1. co 43+ 
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God did continue to vouchſafe his proc: > - 
teftion to them. They were ſometimes, WW 
C _ gow pena of O_ peo= }] 

E,) we may agam —_ + | 
contelinnt ) be Axa] chaſk ' for 
dur: faults: Yet were not they, nor 
ſhall we be ( at leaſt every-where, and 
for ever ) utterly rejected. God may 
Pſ.89.32,333 viſt our tranſgreſſaons with the rod, and 
$4: our iniquity with” ftripes : Nevertheleſs 
his loving-kandneſs will he _-_ _— take 
om #s, nor ſuffer his faithfulneſs to fail, 
Wh covenant ea 6. ary 20r bom 
the thing that is gone out of his lips. God 
may for a time hide his face from us; 
but he will not for ever turn his back 
upon us : the honour of the Prieſthood 
may for a while be overclouded in ſome 
part of the world ; but ſhall never to- 
tally be eclipſed , nor ſwallowed up in 
a perpetual night. While God conti- 
nues his reſidehce in So, and defends 
his Church againſt #he gates of Hel, and 
powers of darkzeſs 5 while Religion re- 
tains any ſway in the hearts of men, | 
and Truth poſleſſes any room upon 
earth 5 the Prieſts ſhall not be left de- 
ſtitute and naked , but — be | 
cloathed with ſalvation, Which that it 
may ('to the Glory of Gad, and ow 
LD. 0 
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of h& Church) more ſurely come to paſs, 
&. let us convert this Promiſe into a Pray+ 
| er, and fay with Solomon, Now therefore 2 Chron, 6, 
ariſe, O Lord God, thou and the ark of #* 
thy ſtrength : Let thy Prieſts, O Lord 
God, be cloathed with ſalvation , and let 
thy Saints rejoyce in goodneſs, Amen. 


"i 
bs 
-_ * 48 


39 &- "oi 
L 


y 


Sora Books ſold by Brabazey Als 
. ner, at the Three Pigeons, ova 
azainſt the _ Exchangey 
- Cornbill. 


He Duty end Remard of Boer b 


the Poor : In a Sermon, muchin 


larged, preached at the Spittal, upaj , 


Wedneſday | in E:ſter-week, Arno Doi 
167f. the ſecond Edition; by Ia 
Barrow, D. D. in 86. 


A Sermon upon the Pai z0 of 
Bleſſed Saviour ; preached at Gznild-hi 


April, 1677. 4n 49. ſtitch'd 5; by 
Barrow,"D. D: late Chaplain | in 
Ty to His MA FESTY, and Maſter 
Trinity College in Cambridge. , 


Chappel,on Good-F riday,the I3. 4 
in: 


The Harmony of the Divine Attribub * 


in the Accompliſhment of Man's Rede: . 
tion by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Or, If 
courſes , wherein is ſhewed , how | thy 
Wiſdom, Mercy, Juſtice, Holinel 

Power and Truth of God, are glori " 
in that great and bleſſed Work : in 4 

by Vifian Bates, D.D. 6 
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